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Missionary greetings from Bogota Colombia! This is our Emmaus Road 
Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries update for January - March, 
2017. After having shared our Annual Report last December, here 
we are connecting with you our faithful and generous mission 
supporters. 

Good Samaritan Society Mission Trip - Colombia 2017: One of our 
signi�cant mission commitments continues to be to facilitate bilin-
gual logistics, communication and planning for groups outside 
Colombia who  take interest in experiencing �rst-hand the mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Colombia and of the Emmaus Road Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries. In this missionary spirit, we 
were delighted to welcome and facilitate the visit of the Good Samaritan Society Mission Group of 
eleven people who, coming from di�erent parts of the United States, were our beloved guests from 
February 18-24, 2017.

   
Though security concerns prevented us 
to spend signi�cant time with the elders 
at the Good Samaritan Center in Ciuda-
dela Sucre (Soacha), we had a highly 
fruitful and emotional day with these 
beloved elders who descended from the 
mountains of Soacha to the welcoming, 
green and safe environment of the 
Retreat Center of the Lutheran Church 
of Colombia right outside Bogota. 

Photos show the arrival of the elders at 
the Retreat Center as well as Pastor Greg 
Wilcox with Edilberto & Maria del 
Carmen. 

For the elders themselves, having this 
unique opportunity to travel together and 
to leave behind at least for 8 hours the 
challenging and barren hills where they live, 
always represents a meaningful and signi�-
cant gift.  We had opportunity to worship together, to hear personal life stories, to eat together, to dance 
together and to be really overwhelmed by so much love, gratitude, joy, faith, hope, hugs and kisses.  
These profoundly spiritual realities abound these materially poor elders. 



We also had opportunity to worship at San Pablo Lutheran Church and visit with di�erent ministries of the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia 
among teenagers from 
the poor neighbor-
hood of Caracoli, 
youth with disabilities, 
mothers heads of 
households and 
women surviving 
cancer at the True Vine. 
Finally we were also 
able to travel outside 
Bogota to Villa De 
Leyva, a peaceful 
colonial time in the 
State of Boyaca where 
we had time to process 
and re�ect on our previous encounters and experiences. And to do some shopping of course!

Thank you indeed to 
our Good Samaritan 
Mission Friends for 
your time among us, 
for the many gifts 
you brought along 
for people in need, 
for your ongoing 
missionary generosi-
ty and for your 
ongoing prayers. It is 
our hope and prayer 
that though of a 
di�erent nature, 
among us you too 
felt blessed with our 
mission gifts of 
hospitality, joy 
amidst hardships, 

vibrant faith and resilient hope. Teenagers from Caracoli shown here in this photo. 

As a glimpse to our readers of what unique 
discoveries/transformations these mission expe-
riences accomplish, we share this personal testi-
mony from Melinda, from Sioux Falls South 
Dakota. Melinda is shown in this photo with 
Conchita, one of the �rst elders to attend the 
Good Samaritan Center.  

"Thank you Pastor Nate for all you did to make the 
2017 GSS mission trip to Colombia such a won-
derful experience. I am deeply grateful to you, to 
Greg and to all who were part of our experience 
at The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia-
IELCO. 

After hearing about the harsh realities of life as a 
teenager in Caracoli, I was so grateful to learn of 
IELCO's program focusing on empowering teena-
ge girls to make choices that will dramatically 

improve their futures. And it was wonderful to hear several of them con�dently and articulately witness 
to what they are learning through this program. My prayer is that in the years to come, these girls will 
become church leaders having the same transformational in�uence on others.

I experienced an overwhelming outpouring of love from elders who live in poverty beyond what I had 
ever seen or understood before. And the example of Christian community  displayed by these dear 
people inspired me. It is evident that the Good Samaritan Center in Soacha is vital to these elders for 
nutritional, social and spiritual 
reasons. I am inspired to share 
the story of these people 
toward the goal of not only 
continuing, but also expanding 
the ministry of the Soacha Good 
Samaritan Center. 

Nothing is more life-giving than 
being accepted and loved just 
as you are. This is what happe-
ned at the True Vine. I was very 
touched by what I witnessed at 
the True Vine Project. The 
people we met had dignity and 
purpose, and it was such a 
pleasure to connect with them - 
and an honor to share my story 
with the other cancer survivors. 

Joining in the dancing at True Vine!  

You Pastor Nate shared with us that a woman at True Vine said "thank you for dancing with us." I realize 
that she likely meant her statement literally, because we danced with them. The message for me howe-
ver, goes beyond that. Even with the new awareness I gained this week spent in Colombia, it would be 
possible to 'dance by'. I do not want to do 
that. I want to �nd a way to "dance 
with"...especially the elders of the Soacha 
Good Samaritan Center. I will be praying for 
God's guidance about what kind of dance 
that will be."  So wrote Melinda. 

The Precious Dream for Education- Laura's 
story! Laura Camila lives in Ciudadela Sucre 
in Soacha, the poor neighborhoods that 
make up Ciudad Bolivar in Southern Bogota. 
Ciudad Bolivar is the main reception area for 
internally displaced people in Colombia and 
signi�cantly challenged with the lack of 
opportunities, with poverty, violence and a 
legion of social problems. Photo of Laura 
the day she graduated from High School.  

Laura is familiar with the mission of the Good 
Samaritan Center because she has served as 
part of her assignment for social service 
which is required to graduate from High 
School. She is self-motivated, disciplined and 
has realistic dreams for a better life through 
education.  Here are Laura's own words:
"I Laura Camila Mendez. I am 17 years-old 
and I just graduated from High School.  I live 
in Ciudadela Sucre. My mother su�ers from 
thrombophlebitis which prevents her from 
seeking any employment. My father works in 
domestic jobs such as construction and with the little money he makes, we pay rent for the place we 
live, buy food and even challenge ourselves to share whatever we can with my grandparents who also 
are very poor. 

In order to help my family, on the weekends I walk the streets selling mazorcas (corn in the cob). My 
greatest dream and aspiration is to study Hotel Management & Tourism. I want my life to be di�erent to 
that of my very poor family. I am committed to give the best of me and make every e�ort to move 
forward in life. I am a very responsible young person that not only wants to be professional, help my 
family, own my own home but also to help others who �nd themselves in the same challenging life 
conditions simple because we happen to be poor. 

I am knocking at the doors of the Emmaus Road Foundation realizing that unless I may be blessed 
with a scholarship, all my life dreams will be impossible. I pray to God that through you, some 
people will respond with the generosity that will allow me to attend the International Technical 
Institute. The course of studies takes two years and the total cost for these two years is about 
$3,000 (three thousand dollars)". 

We are sharing Laura's story praying that God will inspire the generosity to make Laura's dream for 
education, a reality. Believe that education is the passport to a better life we are knocking at the doors of 
your missionary and generous hearts. All gifts are tax-deductible when made to Emmaus Road Minis-
tries and mailed to 1703 Deer�eld Drive, Austin, TX 78741.  

Online giving available: We take this opportunity to 
let you know that online safe giving is now available 
via our website at www.emmausroadhope.org. For 
us, every gift is valuable whether small, large or in 
between. After all, our organization literally started 
with pennies. If God so moves to make a contribution 
for Laura's dream of education, please earmark your 
gift speci�cally for such purpose. Since her studies will take two years, we pray God will inspire 60 gene-
rous families and/or individuals to make a onetime $50 �nancial gift over these two years. At this time, 
this is the most pressing outcome we want to focus our fund-raising. Obviously you have the freedom to 
donate to the Good Samaritan Society Elders Program or to the overall mission of Emmaus Road Foun-
dation. In the name of Christ, we thank you for your generosity!

Feel free to share our story with your family, friends and congregations. In Colombia we can be reached 
at ldlizwan@ielco.org and by phone at 321 220 6962. Please be advised our o�cial address in the 
United States has changed to 1703 Deer�eld Drive, Austin TX 78741. Pastor Natanael can be 
reached via cellular phone at 605-261-7450, lagunitaschool@gmail.com or 
emmausroadhope@gmail.com. We have a new website www.emmausroadhope.org with  many photos 
of our work, history and mission impact. For tax-deductible purposes, all gifts need to be made to 
Emmaus Road Ministries. Thank you again for your mission generosity! 

In Christ’s love, 

Stella Lizarazo 
Executive Director Emmaus Road Foundation – Colombia
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your missionary and generous hearts. All gifts are tax-deductible when made to Emmaus Road Minis-
tries and mailed to 1703 Deer�eld Drive, Austin, TX 78741.  

Online giving available: We take this opportunity to 
let you know that online safe giving is now available 
via our website at www.emmausroadhope.org. For 
us, every gift is valuable whether small, large or in 
between. After all, our organization literally started 
with pennies. If God so moves to make a contribution 
for Laura's dream of education, please earmark your 
gift speci�cally for such purpose. Since her studies will take two years, we pray God will inspire 60 gene-
rous families and/or individuals to make a onetime $50 �nancial gift over these two years. At this time, 
this is the most pressing outcome we want to focus our fund-raising. Obviously you have the freedom to 
donate to the Good Samaritan Society Elders Program or to the overall mission of Emmaus Road Foun-
dation. In the name of Christ, we thank you for your generosity!

Feel free to share our story with your family, friends and congregations. In Colombia we can be reached 
at ldlizwan@ielco.org and by phone at 321 220 6962. Please be advised our o�cial address in the 
United States has changed to 1703 Deer�eld Drive, Austin TX 78741. Pastor Natanael can be 
reached via cellular phone at 605-261-7450, lagunitaschool@gmail.com or 
emmausroadhope@gmail.com. We have a new website www.emmausroadhope.org with  many photos 
of our work, history and mission impact. For tax-deductible purposes, all gifts need to be made to 
Emmaus Road Ministries. Thank you again for your mission generosity! 

In Christ’s love, 

Stella Lizarazo 
Executive Director Emmaus Road Foundation – Colombia

We invite your fervent and ongoing prayers for:

•  Gathering the necessary support for Laura's dream of education!
•  The process for two of our young Lutheran ambassadors to get their USA visas so that they 
   can  work this summer as International Counselors at Outlaw Ranch in South Dakota. 
•  The ongoing PROFILE Lay Leadership Ministry training for our Lutheran congregations.  


