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There’s a trend that’s gaining 
popularity these days of picking a 
focus word for the New Year in lieu 
of a resolution. In 2018, I chose the 
word FOCUS to guide my ministry 
as the Associate Pastor of Care and 
Health. I really leaned into this word, 
as I came to welcome Jordan Stone 
as our church’s Care and Health 
Coordinator this past spring. Jordan 

is my closest colleague, and 
having this bright ministry 
student to supervise and 
collaborate with has been a 
true blessing. What’s more, 
Jordan has capably taken 
several of our department’s 
ministries under her wing, 
and that has allowed me to slow down and become more 
focused on my work’s top priorities-not easy to do as I 
attempt to keep a part-time schedule but find the work of 
our department so engaging and consuming!

Additionally, Jordan and I have been meeting with 
ministry consultant Kathleen Moulton twice a month, 
which allows us time to focus on our top priorities 
together. Kathleen also provides us with spiritual direction, 
which allows us to focus deeply on God’s priorities for us 
personally, as well as on our shared work. We have also 

committed to holding spiritual retreats twice a year with 
the partnership of Kathleen. A retreat on the book of Ruth 
was held this past fall, and a retreat on the book of Psalms 
will be offered this 
spring. Such retreats 
will invite members 
and friends of First 
Lutheran Church 
to take a break, 
dwell in the Word, 
and focus on God’s 
faithfulness.

In 2019, I have chosen the word FLOURISH to guide 
my ministry in the Care and Health department of First 
Lutheran. Let the programs under our care continue 
to flourish, as we promote the health of body, mind, 
and spirit in the congregation of First Lutheran, as well 
as tend to needs in those areas. I am also interested in 
collaborating with the Care and Health Board to prioritize 
some new programming around the theme of “Aging 
Faithfully,” which you will hear more about this spring. 
Finally, let us engage in this work “with a flourish,” 
incorporating passion, creativity, and excellence in what 
we do! Engaging in congregational ministry is a joy and an 
honor, and I am looking forward to entering a new year of 
this exciting work along with my other sisters and brothers 
in Christ at First Lutheran Church.



I am often asked what has changed since I 
was ordained? December 16 marked the six 
month anniversary since that long, hot, but 
very amazing day in June, and many things 
have changed. I could quip that the HVAC 
system has changed, much to everyone’s 
liking, but I do not think that this is what is 
being asked. 

This last year has seen some huge changes in how God is at work 
amongst you. With my ordination, you have invited me into 
times of your lives that are truly holy. I have been able to walk 
with many of you in great joy and celebration, and with others, 
in times of great sorrow and heart break. I have baptized some of 
your children, and even some of you adults. I have spoken and 
witnessed to God’s blessing on several great couples joined in 
marriage, and I have led us in saying goodbye to some beloved 
people in our family of faith. And you encourage my teaching and 
preaching amongst you. Beyond that, we have built some very 
solid relationships with other churches, ministries, and agencies 
that impact our neighborhood and community in profound ways. 
It is often said that I am the relationship guy in our midst, and 
this is surely one of the amazing ways that God has called me into 
his service. We have found unique and caring ways to outreach 
to all kinds of people, and in doing so, get to share the gospel in 
exceptional ways and places.

The biggest day-to-day change since ordination is my call. For 
those of you that have never actually read a letter of call for a 
pastor, mine says this:

“We call you to exercise among us the ministry of Word and 
Sacrament which God has established and which the Holy Spirit 
empowers: To preach and teach the Word of God in accordance 
with the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions; to 
administer Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; to lead us in 
worship; to proclaim the forgiveness of sins; to provide pastoral 
care; to speak for justice on behalf of the poor and oppressed; 
to encourage persons to prepare for the ministry of the Gospel; 
to impart knowledge of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and its wider ministry; to endeavor to increase support 
given by our congregation to the work of our whole church; to 
equip us for witness and service; and guide us in proclaiming 
God’s love through word and deed.”

On the day of my ordination, the weight of this call became very 
real. Even though I end up working in things that seemingly have 
very little to do with what the words in my call say, it is all a huge 
part of being a part of the body of Christ, and my role as your 
pastor. Each and every day I look forward to sharing God’s Word 

with you, and 
especially God 
promises. I am 
so blessed to be 
called to do this 
a m o n g s t  t h i s 
c o n g re g a t i o n . 
As many of you 
know, my being 
called here to my 
home congregation is very uncommon, and posted some great 
challenges. In fact, initially was not even going to be permitted. 
By the hard work and conversation of many of you, and by the 
work of the Holy Spirit, we were able to “break the mold” as they 
say, and I, and hopefully you, are blessed by my presence here 
amongst you. You are all so good 
to my family and me; and I am 
grateful.

So, in other ways, I can honestly 
say, not much has changed. You 
have been such an important part 
of my life for so long, and you 
have been a prominent part of the 
process of my training and being 
prepared; and even more so for my 
own understanding of my pastoral 
role and identity; the ordination itself didn’t change much. Many 
of you might still struggle with what to call me, and that is okay. I 
am not much 
into t i t les , 
and find that 
a m o n g s t 
f r i e n d s , 
this can be 
problematic 
anyway. 

I give thanks 
to God each 
day that he 
has called me into this community to share his immense love 
for each of you and to remind you as often as I can that God has 
chosen you, a sinner, that he has forgiven your sins past, present, 
and future; ENTIRELY! So that you might live each day in Christ, 
and with that, have certainty in hope and in the peace of Jesus 
Christ. Thanks be to God. AMEN
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