
2018 was a good year financially from 
start to finish! We started in a positive 
position Revenues to Expenses in the 
first month of the year and maintained 
that position throughout the year.

•	 Total offerings in 2018 were reported 
at $1,594,218 vs. the initial budget of 
1,589,375. 

o Included pledge responses of $1,320,338

o Supplemented by non-pledge offerings that were well in 
excess of the budgeted amount

o The non-pledge response line represents contributions 
from members who had not made an initial pledge for 
the year but gave generous donations throughout the year

•	Total revenues were $2,074,939, which was only slightly 
below the budgeted amount of total revenues (including 
operating reserve) of 2,107,510. 

•	Total expenses for 2018 were reported at $2,036,007 vs. 
the budgeted amount of 2,107,510. 

o This positive difference of 71,503 on the expense side 
offset the 32,571 shortfall in total revenues

o Noticed most significantly in the area of personnel 
expenses where careful attention to expense control and 
delays in filling open positions led to savings overall 

•	The net effect of healthy revenues and good expense control 
was a year-end net revenue of $38,933. Our great thanks 
go to all who contributed to the financial well-being of 
this congregation!

We go on to 2019, firm in the belief that our faithful 
members will once again give their full measure of support 
to the ministry and mission of this congregation. 

The First Lutheran Church Foundation is setting the pace 
with a gift of $344,696 for the direct benefit to the annual 
budget, plus additional gifts dedicated directly to various 
specific aspects of the church ministry by virtue of specific 
bequests made in previous years. Once again we offer great 
thanks to the Foundation Board for authorizing these gifts 
and to the strong foundation of gifts made to the FLC 
Foundation by the faithful supporters of First Lutheran 
Church!

Total Pledges received for 2019 totalled $1,364,421, which 
represents a small but still encouraging increase over the 
2018 pledge total of 1,347,727. Our thanks to the faithful 
members who made pledges, and great thanks to all who 
continue to give generously.

Thank yous are due to the members of the Finance 
Advisory Team: Pat Kyte, serving as chair; and Orrin 
Anderson, representing the Finance, Administration, and 
Property Board. They serve along with the Treasurer of the 
congregation as an advisory and oversight committee for 
the month-to-month finances of the congregation. 

Finally, my great thanks to Marilyn McNeill and Jody 
Bymers (new to the staff in 2018!) for their tireless efforts 
in the area of all matters financial on behalf of First 
Lutheran Church!

Report of the Treasurer of the Congregation  
Eric Severson
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