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Faces and Places
Of Our Ministry!



Our Vision
The Emmaus Road Foundation will be known as 

a Christian organization  
that is joyfully committed to the construction of  
a dignified, just and compassionate Colombia!

Our Principles
Love: Love your neighbors as yourself. (Luke 10:27)

Service: For even the Son of Man did not come to be served 
but to serve. (Mark 10:45)

Transparency: You yourselves are our letter, written on our 
hearts, known and read by everyone. (2 Corinthians 3:2)

Integrity: Showing yourself to be an example of good works 
in every way. (Titus 2:7–8)

Loyalty: No servant can serve two masters. (Luke 16:13)

Excellence: Whatever you are doing, work at it with 
enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not for people. (Colossians 

3:23) Well done, good and faithful slave! You have been 
faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things. (Matthew 25:23)

Our Mission
The Emmaus Road Foundation:

Promotes holistic leadership thinking and training 
as a vital for social development.

Contributes to the education and training of 
Christian leaders who are joyfully committed to 

the well-being of their own communities.

Foster community, self-sustainability and 
celebration of God as the source of all well-being.
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Beloved friends in God’s mission: 

With joy and thanksgiving, we praise God for the blessings of yet 
another year of service to individuals, families and communities 
directly related to the mission of the Lutheran Church in Colombia. 
We also express our heart-felt gratitude to all individuals, Lutheran 
congregations, women groups and organizations whose prayerful 
and financial gifts  made possible our mission work, in 2016.

Amidst the unique institutional challenges which the Lutheran 
Church of Colombia-IELCO and our country Colombia faced this 
year, the work of the Emmaus Road Foundation (Colombia) and 
the Emmaus Road Ministries (USA) was faithfully implemented 
throughout 2016. Formal education opportunities in elementary, 
high school and university were made possible for a total of 
244 students whose families face poverty, displacement and 
unemployment. This goal was achieved through the combined 

work of  The Emmaus Road Foundation Scholarship Program and through the larger Scholarship 
Program of the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission of Finland-FELM which the Lutheran Church 
of Colombia has entrusted to our administration. Through Casa Emmaus, our place of hospitality 
in Bogota, we strengthened existing mission relations with overseas individuals, churches and 
organizations, welcomed new ones,  and experienced the joy of being one in Christ regardless of 
culture, race and language. 

With great joy we celebrate the 501C-3 Nonprofit Status received by Emmaus Road Ministries Inc., 
our sister organization in the USA. This Status will facilitate our overall work with the Lutheran 
Church in Colombia and will allow us to be directly accountable and transparent to our donors and  
government entities. Our heart-felt gratitude to our Lawyer, Mr. Duane Anderson, for his generous 
contributions to this important process.

Your personal visits strengthen our mission relationships while giving us hope to persist in our 
vital work here in Colombia. Sharing our experiences and hopes as members of the body of Christ 
has deeply blessed us. We make extensive our gratitude to St. Olaf Lutheran Church (Austin MN), 
Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society (Sioux Falls, SD), Samaritan’s Feet International 
(Charlotte NC,) Messiah Lutheran Church (Marquette MI), First Lutheran Church (Sioux Falls SD), 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission of Finland, Southeastern Minnesota Synod, South Carolina Synod and 
ELCA for your personal visits this year. We thank you in the name of Christ! 

As we look to the New Year 2017 we pray for hope, peace, healing and reconciliation for our beloved 
country of Colombia. We also pray that you will 
continue to bless us with your prayerful and financial 
support .  Our shared mission cannot happen with you!

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2017 to all of 
you! May the joy and peace of Jesus be among us today 
and throughout the New Year! 

With joy and thanksgiving,  

Stella Lizarazo - Executive Director

From the executive director

Stella Lizarazo

“Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.”

–Mattew 5:9 - N.I.V.
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Dear Friends and Mission Companions:

The work carried out by the Emmaus Road Foundation 
has been essential for the smooth progress of the plans 
developed by IELCO. By accompanying the first two 
mission strategies defined in the 2010-2020 Mission 
Plan, we have been strengthened and challenged to 
provide a high quality Diaconal testimony to our 
Colombian society. 

The articulation with Companion Synods of Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Canada(ELCIC) thanks to the 
logistical support of the Emmaus Road Foundation, 
has been vital to healthy relationships with our sister 
churches and has promoted mutual exchange through 
personalized visits. The support provided through Casa 
Emmaus has contributed to the self-sustainability of 
IELCO and the empowerment of good stewardship.  
IELCO has benefitted by the professionalism, building of 
respectful relationships and contributions to a proactive 
work climate facilitated by its Executive Director Stella 
Lizarazo and by the Coordinator of the Scholarship 
Programs, Alexandra Nossa, both graduates of the Emmaus Road Foundation.  

IELCO develops its work in a country that has endured for five decades an internal armed conflict. 
Different groups outside the law and the Colombian government have participated in this bloody war. 
Their actions have left a high number of victims and internally displaced populations. On September 
26, 2016, Colombian saw, for the first time in decades, a light of hope: the signing of a “Peace 
Agreement” between our President Juan Manuel Santos and the commander of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia- FARC, Rodrigo Londoño, which culminated four years of intense 
negotiations in Habana Cuba and signaled a new era. 

However, the result of the Referendum held on October 2, 2016 would propel Colombians to a 
scenario of total uncertainty. After the triumph of those who opposed the “Agreement” by a difference 
of 53,894 votes, we ask how exactly as IELCO we can contribute to the current and ongoing polarized 
situation of Colombia. Here I want to offer a relevant theological reflection. 

Throughout the years of my ministry, observing our catechetical formation and the theological 
formation of those aspiring to ordained ministry, I have observed the profound difficulty we have in 
understanding the core reformation theme of “justification by faith”. Confidence in “good works” as 
justification before God is deeply rooted in my continent since the Spanish colonization of the 16th 
century as well as anthropocentric ideas that turn human beings to themselves thus preventing them 
from giving themselves in diligent service to others. 

We believe as IELCO we have a great task ahead . As Colombians, it is very hard to renounce to 
our human self-justification. When I see myself as good and deserving the love of God but see that 
my neighbor is not and therefore deserves 
punishment, I remain in a pre-reformed reading 
of my existence. 

From Our Bishop

Rev. Atahualpa Hernández, Bishop Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Of Colombia - IELCO.

Continued on page 13...
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Emmaus Road Foundation Scholarship Program: This Program 
benefits members and sympathizers of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Colombia-
IELCO at the national level 
who are committed to the life 
of the Church and also have the 
passion and desire to become 
better individuals to serve 
family, church and society. 

The objective of our scholarship 
program is to provide formal 
education, Christian leadership 
and holistic development 
opportunities to individuals, 
communities and families of 
IELCO so they can manage and 
fully achieve their spiritual, social and economic potential 
as children of God. This year 2016 we provided a total of 
19 elementary scholarships, 12 high school scholarships and 17 
university scholarships benefitting 13 Lutheran congregations and/
or missions. 

For the first time, we are providing 3 university/technical school 
scholarships to students in the community of Soacha where 
poverty, internal displacement and lack of opportunities are the 
daily bread of its inhabitants. 

Finish Evangelical Lutheran Mission 
Scholarship Program: As Emmaus Road Foundation, we 
have the unique joy and responsibility to administer this 
larger Scholarship Program on behalf of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Colombia- IELCO. This Scholarship 
Program is financed by the Evangelical Lutheran Mission of 
Finland- FELM. 

Its objective is to make possible education for people 
living in vulnerable conditions, promote individual and 
community educational processes to prevent discrimination, 
improve their academic training and living conditions. It 
reaches students in elementary and secondary education 
in Colombia who are not able to afford education because 
of their limited financial resources. Though a university 
component has been in place before, it is being discontinued 

from now on once those who are currently enrolled complete their cycle of studies. A total of 64 
elementary, 103 high school and 39 university scholarship were accomplished through this program.  
Combining the two scholarship programs, a total of 244 students received scholarships in 2016. 
Adding 10 students of Instituto Buenos Aires in Soacha, the grand total of students reached with the 
two scholarships programs was 254. Thanks be to God!. 

Formal Education Services
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Samaritan`s Feet 
International visits 
Students of Instituto 
Buenos Aires 

Timely Support to Instituto 
Buenos Aires in Soacha: 
Instituto Buenos Aires is located 
in Ciudadela Sucre, Municipality 
of Soacha, an area in Southern 

Bogota characterized by extreme poverty, internally 
displaced populations, compound social problems, lack 
of opportunities for its inhabitants, lack of opportunity 
for education, for decent housing, for employment and 
for basic health services. Since the Good Samaritan 

Society is also involved with the Elderly Project in 
this community, we made the extra effort to support ten poor families with 

educational opportunities for their children. Through the payment of a monthly tuition from March 
to November, 2016, 10 students were able to complete their academic goals this year! Our heart-felt 
gratitude to those of you who heard our invitation for this timely educational project! 
Thank you for making possible the dream of these children to go to 
school!

Ongoing support to education in Colombia through Givology: 
Givology is an online giving marketplace through which any 
Internet user can sponsor students and education projects in 
the developing world. Again this year Givology is sponsoring 
the education of eight (8) elementary and secondary school 
students coming from the Eastern Planes and from Boyaca State 
in Colombia.  As with Instituto Buenos Aires in Soacha, the 
selected students sponsored by Givology come from very poor 
families that struggle to survive on a daily basis. Thank you 
Givology for believing in the power of education!

Training Seminars to Scholarship beneficiaries and its 
parents:  the objective of these seminars is to train the students 
(along with their parents) in planning for their short and long 
term future. This year, through seminars, we continued providing 
training in the subject “My Life Project” where the students 
are able to identify their talents, opportunities, strengths and 
dreams. Part of these seminars includes giving tools and advice 
about how to follow their dreams regardless of the daily realities 
and challenges they face in their families and communities.  The 
spiritual component is always part of these seminars. 

Cristian Leadership Development
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A total of 244 students (and their parents) 
representing 21 Lutheran congregations/
missions in Colombia participated in the 
seminars offered by the two Scholarship 
Programs managed directly by Emmaus 
Road Foundation this year. Home visits 

to the students are 
also part also of the 
accompaniment 
Emmaus Road 
Foundation does to 
the students and their 

families. Theses visits take place when the seminars are implemented.

Holistic Leadership Training Program (ProFILE in Spanish): this 
Program is offered to lay leaders of the Lutheran Church of Colombia. 
Its objective is to build stronger leadership 
capacity in lay leaders so they can support 
the pastoral and diaconal work of the church 
to fulfill the church’s mission plan. Emmaus 
Road Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries 
provided financial resources again this year 
for the implementation of this Program which 
is implemented by the Lutheran School of 
Theology and the Christian Training Program 
of IELCO.

In 2016, a total of 20 lay leaders 
representing 11 Lutheran Churches and two 
Ministries of IELCO participated in ProFILE 
and learned about Jesus’ leadership models, 
confession and leadership and liturgy and 
Diaconia in leadership. 

As a result of two consecutive years of 
training through ProFILE the Lutheran 
Churches in Colombia, its pastors and 
ministries now have lay leaders trained to 
lead worship services or bible studies; to offer 

leadership, worship and liturgy seminars and to 
support the growth and strengthening of the Church. The success of this ministry has been widely 

acknowledged and celebrated. 

Training Seminar 
for students of our 
Foundation.
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Facilitation of overseas mission trips and translation 
services: Ielco’s mission continues to happen thanks to 

God’s faithfulness and to the ongoing support of 
people, churches and organizations overseas. These 
mission relations have developed and continue 
to be strengthened not only through written 
communication and agreements, but mainly thanks 
to the personal visits IELCO receives every year from 
partners in mission.

In 2016 the Emmaus Road Foundation/Emmaus 
Road Ministries continued to support mission 
trips to Colombia from organizations and churches 

that currently 
have a mission 
relation with the 
Lutheran Church 
of Colombia or are 
interested in getting 
to know the work 
of the Church. 

Accompaniment, 
interpretation and logistics were facilitated by Pastor Natanael Lizarazo 
and our Emmaus Road Foundation staff to Saint Olaf Lutheran Church 
(Austin MN), Evangelical Lutheran Good Samaritan Society (Sioux Falls, 
SD) Samaritan´s Feet International (Charlotte, NC) Messiah Lutheran 
Church (Marquette, MI)  and First Lutheran Church (Sioux Falls, SD). 

Additionally, we continue to facilitate written and spoken 
communications 
between the Lutheran 

Church of Colombia and 
the organizations, churches and synods who are related to 
the mission work of IELCO.

Virtual Conference Room: having in mind the great 
importance of an effective and efficient communication 
and as a response to the great need at IELCO to have 
a more efficient way to communicate with our sister 
churches, companion synods, donors and individuals who 
are related not only to us as Emmaus Road Foundation/
Emmaus Road Ministry but also with IELCO, we joined 
efforts to equip a virtual conference room. Virtual Conference Room

Group from First Lutheran Church - Sioux Falls, SD.

Samaritan´s Feet washing feet of 
children in Ciudadela Sucre

Services In Support Of The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Of Colombia-IELCO

Group from Good Samaritan 
Society
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Thanks to the financial support to the Lutheran School of Theology, 
Diaconia Ministry of IELCO and the Emmaus Road 
Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries, we now have 
the possibility of communicating faster and more 
effectively and efficiently with those who support 
our work in Colombia. 

Additionally, IELCO’s Communications Area 
continues to make use of our server for its own 
online radio station and to edit pre-record materials. 
Humble resources are provided by Emmaus Road 
Foundation towards the salary of the person that 

runs the Communications Area of IELCO.

IELCO’s Child Protection Policy: thanks to the support of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission 
of Finland, in September 2016 and through Emmaus Road Foundation a seminar about Children’s 
Protection was given to the Scholarships Programs Local Committees and to Coordinators of 
IELCO’s Ministries who work with children. Thanks to this first effort and 
having in mind that IELCO currently does not have a 
policy in place related to Children´s Protection, 
now the Education Ministry of IELCO, the 
Human Rights Program of IELCO and the 
Emmaus Road Foundation are working together 
in a policy to be presented, studied and approved 
during the National Council of IELCO that will 
take place in March, 2017. 

The main objective is to have a policy on child´s 
protection that can be used and be part of all 
the work that IELCO does with children. This 
includes the work done by the Lutheran Churches 
at the national level, Diaconia Projects, Ministries, 
Schools, Scholarship Programs, between others.

Administration of the Finnish 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission’s Ielco/Felm Scholarship 
Program: In 2016 Emmaus Road Foundation continued 
to manage the IELCO/FELM Scholarship Program. This 
program has 206 students in the elementary, secondary 
and college level and is present in 22 Lutheran Churches 
and communities where IELCO is present in Colombia. 
Our main responsibility as administrators of this 
Scholarship Program is to make sure that resources are 
used with transparency and efficiency but also to make 
sure the general objective of the Program is fulfilled.

Participants of Child protection Seminar

Stella Lizarazo & Alexandra Nossa
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Based out of Austin Texas, the missionary work 
of Pr. Natanael with Emmaus Road Foundation, 
Good Samaritan Society and the Lutheran Church 
of Colombia, is an ongoing reality on a half-time 
capacity. As conversations are taking place with the 
Lutheran Church of Colombia, we pray for God to 
provide the necessary resources so that Pr. Natanael 
will serve on a full time capacity. There is so much 
work to be done in Colombia for which Pastor 
Natanael has excellent ministry and leadership 
skills, national and international connections and 
evangelical passion and compassion.

The ongoing work of Pastor Natanael is of significant 
and strategic importance for the Lutheran Church 
of Colombia and its ministries.  His servant heart, 
missionary joy and global ministry skills are indeed 
tangible blessings to our Lutheran Church here in Colombia. Integral to his missionary service is the fact 
that finally this year 2016 we finally have accomplished the status of 501C-3 nonprofit organization for 
Emmaus Road Ministries in the USA!

Particularly now when the new Peace Agreement between the Colombian Government and the Rebel 
Group of FARC will start to be finally implemented, God’s healing mission in a post-conflict context 
will require significant work on the part of the churches. We are particularly grateful to First Lutheran 
Church (Sioux Falls SD), Custer Lutheran Fellowship (Custer SD), Trinity Lutheran Church (Miller, SD) 

As we come to the end of 2016 we thank God for 
His faithful support to the joined initiative of Ielco 
and of the Emmaus Road Foundation to have a place 
of hospitality, fellowship and Christian and mission 
encounters. 

As administrators of Casa Emmaus we express our 
gratitude to our friends in mission in Finland, United 
States, Argentina and Colombia itself for choosing 
Casa Emmaus as their place to stay in Bogota. We 
extend our invitation to all of you our donors and 
through you to any person or group to come to 
Colombia and visit our country and Church.

Expanded Board Emmaus Road Ministries Inc. 

Casa Emmaús! Tu Casa en Bogota! 

CASA EMMAÚS

Missionary work of Pastor Natanael
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South Canyon Lutheran Church (Rapid City, SD) for their ongoing financial support of Pastor Natanael’s 
missionary work. Our gratitude is also extensive to Judy Jasper, Larry and Marilyn Anderson for their 

amazing mission generosity toward this purpose.  Thanks be to God from 
whom all blessings flow! 

Ongoing Peace Process: This year 2016 has been critically important for 
peace efforts in Colombia. After four years of negotiations between the 

Colombian Government and the largest Guerrilla Group 
known as FARC, an initial peace agreement was reached in 
Habana, Cuba, signed in Cartagena Colombia on September 
26, 2016 and submitted for a Referendum to approve or 
disapprove it. The Referendum took place October 2, 
2016. Colombians who had serious reservations about the 
agreement won the day for a narrow margin of 54,000 votes. 

This unprecedented democratic event forced a re-negotiation of the former 
Peace Agreement which has been accomplished. This has been possible thanks to the difficult yet good 
will of those who voted NO in the Referendum, the Colombian Government itself and the Rebel Group of 
FARC. At the time of this Report, an improved, more balanced and definitive Peace Agreement has been 
reached, announced to the country and is preparing for ratification via the Colombian Congress.  

Please keep these ongoing processes in your prayers so the longest unresolved conflict and worst 
humanitarian crisis in the Western Hemisphere may come to an end and all Colombians may live in 
peace. This unresolved 52 year-old armed conflict has displaced 7 million Colombians making Colombia 
number one in the world in terms of internally displaced population and also of landmines. 

The following levels of support provide a wide array of opportunities to impact the lives of those 
we serve. Whether large or small, in Colombia your gifts always go long 
ways! 

•	 The gift of your prayers and sharing our story with others is a truly 
valuable gift.

•	  Staying with us at Casa Emmaus provides additional funding for our 
ministry.

•	  $350 provides a scholarship for an elementary or secondary student. 

•	  $750 provides a scholarship for a university student. 

•	  $1,000 provides an Excellence in Leadership scholarship for a university student. 

•	 $100 provides funding for a high school/university student to attend a National Lutheran Youth                 
Leadership Event.

•	 $100 provides necessary materials for Leadership Training Seminars 

•	  $400 provides an annual sponsorship for an elderly at the Good Samaritan Center. 

•	  $500 provides significant support for Pastor Natanael’s missionary service. 

•	  Gifts in any amount are always welcome to support the overall programmatic mission outcomes                              
of the Emmaus Road Foundation. 

“Lord, make us 
instruments of 
your peace”

Specific Ways To Support God’s Mission In Colombia
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Where To Send Your Gifts 

Youth Servant and Leadership Opportunities: With joy and thanksgiving we celebrate the ongoing 
relationship of Outlaw Ranch not only with Emmaus Road Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries but 

also with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Colombia. 

This year 2016 Outlaw 
Ranch invited a gifted young 
counselor, Daniel Lara who 
did an excellent servant job 
representing our church and 
country of Colombia while 
making vital cross-cultural 
contributions to Outlaw Ranch 
and its summer programs. 

We extend our deep gratitude 
to Outlaw Ranch for providing 
these significant and practical 
leadership opportunities for 
our youth. When they return 
home, participants bring with 

them excellent leaderships skills, fresh new visions for ministry which they are expected to offer to the 
overall Lutheran Church of Colombia. Responding to Outlaw Ranch invitation, we look forward to 
sending two young counselors to serve and learn at Outlaw Ranch. 

Daniel Lara will return to Outlaw 
Ranch in 2017

For tax-purposes, please make checks payable to 
Emmaus Road Ministries Inc. our new 501C-3 
nonprofit ministry organization in the United States. 
In the memo line, please earmark your gift overall 
services or support for Pastor Natanael missionary 
work. So that we may acknowledge your gifts, 
please address them in care of Pastor Natanael 
Emmaus Road Ministries and mail them to 1703 
Deerfield Drive, Austin, Texas 78741. 

Communicating with our sponsors is important 
to us! Feel free to communicate with us at 
emmausroadhope@gmail.com or by phone at 605-261-7450 (USA) or 011-57-321-220-6962 
(Colombia). We send monthly ministry updates via email. If you are interested in receiving 
them please share with us your email. We do not share your email with anybody else. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, we thank you for your generosity!
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Project Management Training Workshop: Thanks to 
the amazing generosity of our beloved friend and brother 
in Christ Jim Reich and the logistical and financial 
support of the Emmaus Road Foundation, an engaged 
and fruitful day of “Training in Project Management” 
took place on November 21, 2016. This vitally important 
training was offered to the Staff of Diaconia, Emmaus 
Road Foundation and Good Samaritan Center in Soacha. 

Given the active involvement of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Colombia in different social 
projects, this training was warmly received and 
gratefully acknowledged by all participants. We take 
this opportunity to thank you Jim for your tireless 

commitment to God’s mission in Colombia and, as heard 
directly from participants,  for the  “amazing love, passion 

and compassion”  with which you always accomplish everything. Evident is also your love for those 
whom society at large many times makes invisible, namely, our elders. 

Thank you as well Jim for taking the time to come to the Good Samaritan Center in Soacha, worship 
with us, put on the apron, serve the elders and share with them all a much needed gift of healthy food for 
them to take home! 

Participants of the Project 
Management Training Workshop

The celebrations of 500 years of the Reformation 
thus provides us with a unique opportunity to 
reflect on the impact and rootedness that the actions 

of Martin Luther have for our current Colombian society. Its political diaconal nature should lead 
and mobilize us to promote the common god and motivate us to exert a public theology capable of 
articulating our social commitments in light of such reflection. 

We have before us a double unfinished task: a profound revision of our confessional heritage and 
its articulation in the Colombian context with a clear commitment to the construction of peace and 
social justice for Colombia. 

Thankful with God and with all of you our brothers and sisters who bless us with your prayers and 
financial gifts to accomplish God’s mission in Colombia. 

The Rev. Atahualpa Hernandez M. - Bishop President IELCO

Message from our Bishop...   
...Continued from page 4...

Finally! Our Emmaus Road Foundation- 
Emmaus Road Ministries Website is ready!                        
(www.emmausroadhope.org) Celebrate with 
us! Though we still will be making additional 
improvements, we are now public and live! We 
invite you to visit our webpage and to freely share 
it with others. Finally too there is a tool by which 
financial gifts can be made directly through our 
webpage!   Thanks be to God! 
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Celebrating Ielco´s 
80 Years of Mission 

in Colombia
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