
Rev. Dr. John R. Christopherson (Years of Ordained Ministry: 35) 
 
Formal Education: 
 
B.A.      (1979) Augustana University (Philosophy; Bio-Chemistry & Greek) 
M.Div.  (1983) Luther Theological Seminary (Biblical, Theological, & 

Pastoral Care Studies) 
Fellow   (1993) Harvard University (Dissertation Fellowship; Paul Tillich 

Archive) 
Ph.D.     (1995) University of Chicago (Systematic Theology) 
 
Professional Experience: 
 
(1983-1988)       University of Chicago Hospitals (Chaplain; Psychiatry Department) 
(1988-1995)       Associate Pastor (Hope Lutheran Church; Bozeman, MT) 
(1995-2001)       Lutheran Campus Pastor (Montana State University; Bozeman, MT) 
(1995-2001)       Adjunct ~ Associate Professor (Montana State University; Honors Program) 
(1998-2001)       Pastor-Theologian Fellowship (Princeton University; Center for Theological Inquiry) 
(2001-2009)       Adjunct ~ Associate Professor (Augustana University’s Religion Department) 
(2001-present)    Senior Pastor (First Lutheran Church; Sioux Falls, South Dakota) 
 
Ministry Statement: 
 
“A goal toward which I’m always striving … is to press the very best of scholarship, music and the arts into the 
service of Christ’s Church. The biblical foundations for this sojourn would certainly include Jesus’ pastoral 
categorical imperative, to be ‘Wise as a serpent yet gentle as a dove’ (Matthew 10:16b); including also the 
theological categorical imperative of the First Epistle of Peter, ‘To always be prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who calls you to account for the hope that is in you’ (I Peter 3:15; cf. Philippians 3:12-14).” St. Augustine 
sums it up beautifully: “Faith must always be seeking ever deeper understanding” (fides quaerens intellectum). 
 
Family and Hobbies: 
Pastor John grew-up within the womb of the church – as his father is a Lutheran Pastor and his mother a church 
musician, clinician and composer of sacred music. John and his wife, Cathy, have three grown children: John 
Andrew (Denver, CO), Sarah (Helena, MT), and Matt (Sioux Falls, SD). John enjoys summers on Flathead Lake 
(Montana) with the family, snow-skiing in the Rockies, playing his grand-piano and trumpets, reading, writing, 
golf, and going for walks with the family’s beloved boxer dogs.   
 


