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“I don’t know why you say goodbye I say hello!”*
Three vignettes in one Easter spirit

By Pastor John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

“That very day [i.e. Easter Sunday] two 
of the disciples were walking to a village 

named Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 

talking with heavy hearts about all the 
things that had happened. 

And while they were talking and 
discussing together, Jesus himself drew 

near and went with them [as though to inspire a spirited song 
centuries later - ‘I don’t know why you say Goodbye,  

I say, Hello’].” (Luke 24:13-35)

All of the New Testament accounts point to the 
foundational truth of the Christian faith: that Jesus was 
raised from the dead by God. (See the recent monumental 
defense of the Easter heritage by Oxford scholar, N.T. 
Wright, The Resurrection of God; Fortress Press, 2003, 
especially pp. 647-661). The disciples go to Jesus’ tomb 
on “the first day of the week” (Luke 24:1) and find it 
empty. There’s nobody. I mean, there’s no body (Luke 24:3, 
23). More than a Copernican Revolution, it’s a divine 
revelation. Jesus has gone on somewhere. But where? 
Where’s his body?

According to St. Luke’s gospel account, three days after 
Jesus’ crucifixion, two of the disciples (Cleopas and his 
wife) make their way from Jerusalem to a small town 
called Emmaus. The tempo of their shuffling sandals was 
gradually slowing from an andante to a grave. Their eyes 
downcast, fixed to the dust where their hopes had fallen. 
But then they were drawn out of their ashen selves and 
lifted-up as another traveler joined them, whose very 
presence transposed one of the saddest lines in Holy 
Scripture: “But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel” (Luke 24:21a) into a cadence that burst 
with joy and light …

Even though it was beginning to grow dark, as the fellow 
traveler began to review all of Scripture that speaks of the 
“necessity” (cf. Luke 9:22; 13:33; 15:32; 17:25; 22:37) 
of the Messiah’s suffering and death … in order to bring 
about the true, saving glory of God (Luke 24:26-27) … 
“things” began to dawn on these two disciples. And so 
now, as they drew near to the small town of Emmaus, 
yearning to hear more, “with burning hearts” (Luke 
24:31) … the disciples extend an invitation to the fellow 
traveler: “Stay with us now for it is evening, and the 
day is almost over” (Luke 24:29). And so he does. And 
they sit at a table together. And it’s only then, as the 
fellow traveler takes and blesses and breaks and gives them 
bread (as he’d done just days before at Passover), that the 
disciples recognize … “It’s Jesus! Our Lord! He’s risen!” 
The true Bread of Life. And no sooner did they recognize 
him than he vanished from their sight with a burst of light 
(Luke 24:31; see above Rembrandt’s painting of Christ at 
Emmaus).

A little over a year ago now, just a few days before 
Christmas of 2015 … I was privileged to be at a 
hospice bedside with a well-beloved matriarch of our 
congregation: Opal Westerdahl. Together with her family, 
we shared in Holy Communion, and later stood around 
her – holding hands, surrounding and uplifting her in 
prayer …

It was late afternoon. And as the sun began to set, its light 
started to pour through the room’s west-side window, 
gently bathing Opal’s face with an amazing glow … as 
she breathed her last on earth and her first in heaven … 
falling asleep in God’s saving arms (I Corinthians 15:20-
22, 49). “Look how bright Grandma’s face is,” whispered 
one of the 
grandchildren 
– as another 
family member 
tried to capture 
the moment 
with a cell 
phone picture. 
However, when 
we looked at 
how it had 
“turned-out” 
… all we could 
see were the 
bright linens 
on her bed. It was as though this great matriarch of faith 
had been transfigured into the sheer saving light of Him 
who had claimed her from the creative word and water 
of baptism: “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12, 
9:5; Romans 6:3-5) … “the light no darkness can ever 
overcome” (John 1:4-5). And as Christ’s Spirit filled the 
room, praying through us as we prayed the Lord’s Prayer 
… “Spirit speaking unto spirit” (Romans 8:26-27), 
another grandchild whispered a witness of resurrecting 
hope – transfiguring death into the light of life: “She’s not 
here, she’s risen.” (See the actual cell phone photo pictured 
here.) The wafer and cup of wine lying beside her … “This 
is my body, my blood, given and shed for you … for the 
forgiveness of sin, for life everlasting … Do this for the 
remembrance of me,” says he, the Light of the World.

Above the cornstalks, still tucked-in their white  
blankets of snow

The geese turn into the light again
Painting their black silhouettes upon a dusking  

winter’s sky of greyish blue

Sometimes everything has to be inscribed across the heavens
So that you can find the one line already written inside you.

Sometimes it takes a great big Dakota sky  
to find that small, bright

Indescribable wedge of light  
planted in your heart at your baptism

And sometimes when a broken wafer and cup of wine  
are left lying on the table

You can hear anew the words of the One  
who calls you the beloved...

“I am the resurrection and the life
You are not leaving, you are arriving.”

(j.r. christopherson)

I don’t know why you say “Good-bye” I say “Hello”!

(* The opening and closing lines of this article draw upon 
the song lyrics of John Lennon and Paul McCartney)

It’s Easter. The Word is out!
Let it Shine, let it Shine, let it Shine! …

j.r. christopherson
Senior Pastor

Photo by Keith Dykstra

Holy Week 
Worship Services
Holy Week 
Worship Services

Palm Sunday, April 9
8, 9:30 & 11 a.m.
Preacher: Pastor Lars Olson

Maundy Thursday, April 13
Noon & 7 p.m.  Holy Communion 
(Fifth-grade First Communion, 7 p.m.) 
Preacher: Pastor Katherine Olson

Good Friday, April 14
Noon &  7 p.m.
Preacher: Pastor Lars Olson

Easter Vigil: Saturday, April 15
5 p.m. Sanctuary, Holy Communion
Preacher: Pastor Katherine Olson

Easter Sunday, April 16
6, 8, 9:30 & 11 a.m.
Preacher: Pastor John Christopherson

Easter Breakfast
Sunday, April 16  (Freewill donation)
7 – 10 a.m. Reformation Hall
Scrambled eggs, sausage, donut holes, 
muffins, fresh fruit, juice

Genesis Cafe 
10 – 11 a.m. 
Donut holes, muffins

Donations support  
2017 mission trips.

Jesus’ Disappearance From Emmaus by 
Rembrandt van Rijn, ca. 1648-49.
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News aNd Updates

April volunteer focus
By Jean Hoff, Volunteer Ministry Developer

Did You Know…
The card shop in the southeast 
corner of the FLC library is loaded 
with great upcycled greeting cards 
for every occasion. The cards are 
only 25 cents each and the funds 
raised support the ministries of the 
First Lutheran Quilters. 

The card shop is maintained by 
Kurt Carlson who volunteers his 
time and organizational skills each 
week to sort and update the shop 
with newly upcycled cards and 
envelopes. Thank you to Kurt for 
serving so faithfully every week 
and for sharing his time and 
talents with God’s people. 

For several years a gifted non-member volunteer has 
upcycled the cards for us but alas… good things often 
come to and end and we are now in need of someone, or 
a team of people who love to create things, to take over 
the project. This is something that can be done in your 
home or in a small group, where ever and when ever 
works with your schedule and commitments. Typically, 
donated, used cards are picked up at the church, 
reworked and returned to the church where Kurt takes 
over and adds them to the shop’s inventory.

If you would like to exercise your creative hands and servant 
heart for this ministry, please contact Jean Hoff, Volunteer 
Developer, at 339-1983, ext. 231, or jhoff@flcsf.org.

Did You Know…
Long-time First Lutheran member, 
Lyla Peterson has served as the 
assistant coordinator and then the 
coordinator for funeral receptions 
at First Lutheran for more than 20 
years. Working with First Lutheran 
Church Women (FLCW) she 
contacts the Circle chairperson 
set for a particular reception – the 
circles rotate their serving, some taking on the larger 
funeral receptions, some serving the smaller receptions 
– keeping track of who is able to do each task. She is 
a wiz at knowing the details needed for each situation. 
Lots of details – such as that Hy-Vee catering plans 1½ 
sandwiches per person, and how many volunteers it takes 
to serve the funeral. In addition to the FLCW Circle 
volunteers, she maintains a list of additional volunteers 
who are willing to help if needed. Lyla is also gifted 
with the ability, patience and energy to assure that each 
family’s needs for the reception are met. She is passionate 
about her role in providing a caring atmosphere for 
families grieving a loved one. 

We thank you and pray for you as you continue to bless 
the First Lutheran families through your service as the 
Funeral Coordinator.

Communicating the Gospel
By Pastor Lars Olson, Executive Pastor

“You are witnesses of 
these things”  
– Luke 24:48

Communicating 
is a basic function 
of community 
and relationships. 
We communicate 
by voice and 

print, and especially with our body 
language. Sometimes we communicate 
directly, telling people exactly what they 
need to know, while other times the 
communication is better done indirectly in 
a way that encourages others to think, pray, 
and wonder. With all the communicating 
that we do with one another, it is incredible 
how many misunderstandings and missed 
communications occur among us. With 
books, phones, letters, television, radio, 
newsletters, there is almost no excuse for 
not being informed on everything, yet it 
seems that the more we communicate, the 
more information that is shared and the 
more we should be informed, the harder 
it is to have the communication we need - 
which leads to breakdowns in community 
and relationship.

The Gospel is communication. It is a 
message from God to you, that Jesus 
actually dies to communicate. Cutting 
through all the questions, demands, and 
information noise that flooded even the 
ears of the people of Jesus’ time, the gospel 
is a brief, simple, direct message. It can be 
communicated using a variety of words, 
but it always cuts through the extraneous 
information to give the good news. In the 
midst of our age of increasing information, 
the gospel is given with few words. Beneath 
the loud shouting that attempts to drown 
out opposing viewpoints, the gospel is 

spoken, “You are forgiven” or “Jesus died 
for your sin” or “Jesus is risen!” just need to 
be said. 

First Lutheran has an enormous 
communications network. We share 
information in every media we can get 
our hands on, and yet it seems that 
communication is one of our biggest 
challenges. We try to move information 
from person to person, group to group, 
and it just never seems to work perfectly. 
Our communications system has begun 
to change and adapt to today’s needs, but 
it will take some time, effort, and change 
to communicate better as a congregation. 
The starting point, however, isn’t just to 
be better at communicating in general. 
That would just add to the noise we 
already experience.

The first step is realizing that we exist 
to communicate the gospel, or as Jesus 
commissions, “You are witnesses of these 
things.” Witnessing is not just pushing 
information this way and that. Witnessing 
Christ to the world is more than just 
telling facts. Witnessing is communicating 
facts and what you believe to be true, 
and at the same time proclaiming this is 
not just true but is also “for you.” If we 
can understand this first step, then we 
can begin to shape our communication 
systems around this to do more than share 
opportunities and invite participation. 
First Lutheran Church’s communication 
can be a witness to Jesus, celebrating and 
proclaiming his death and resurrection, 
and communicating the gospel. 

And notice too that this can happen even 
as we miscommunicate opportunities and 
information. You are witnesses of these 
things. Tell anyone you can!

Pastor Lars

VolUNteer MiNistry

Senior companions
Do you like to visit and chat? First Lutheran has a 
number of senior members who would enjoy having 
someone visit them during the week or on the weekend. 
We are developing a team of people to visit, read to, 
share a daily devotion or take a senior for a walk when 
the weather is nice outside. Would you consider giving 
two hours a week? Please contact Jean Hoff at 339-1983 
ext. 231, or jhoff@flcsf.org or Jana Elkins, at 339-1983 
ext. 237 or jelkins@flcsf.org.

Project CAR thanks 
FLC volunteers

A special thank you to the volunteers from First Lutheran 
Church who regularly contribute their time and talents 
to Project CAR. You provided transportation for people 
to participate in worship and church activities, volunteer 
throughout the city, serve as Senior Companions, 
transported individuals with special needs to their work sites 
and provided over 1,500 rides for health appointments. You 
enhance the quality of life for all you served.

In 2016, volunteers traveled about 70,000 miles, provided 
about 10,000 rides and donated about 7,000 hours.

Please join Project CAR in thanking Mary Becker, 
Bill Bradfeldt, Donald Finstad, Steve Haddorff, Frank 
Hansen, Steve Johnson, Ken Kessinger, Allan Knutson, 
Dick Kropp, Bev Lamp, Roger Lamp, Morgan 
Mendelson, Mary Nicolai, Char Peters and Gary 
Snuggerud for volunteering.

 
  

For  information  
contact Jeff Backer 
jbacker@flcsf.org 

or 
605-339-1983 x209 

November 10 – 18 
2017 

Save the date!
Adult mission experience

This mission trip to Colombia is open to 13 adults. In Colombia we will spend time 
building relationships and understanding the story and challenges of the wonderful people. 
We will also take time to tour and experience this beautiful country. Lodging will be at 
Casa Emmaus, the hospitality house funded by the First Lutheran Capital Campaign. 
The comfortable setting is both refreshing and secure. Former FLC pastor and current 
missionary, Pr. Nate Lizarazo, will be our host and guide. The cost will be about $2100 
(depending on airfare). Please prayerfully consider taking part in this amazing experience!
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What kind of footprints  
are you leaving?

By Marcia Huffman, WELCA President

As the new president of First Lutheran’s WELCA group, I recently 
read our Constitution and Bylaws. I was deeply touched by the 
Preamble: “Mindful that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Divine Head of 
the church, made use of the service and devotion of women during 
the days of His earthly ministry, and desiring in our day likewise to 
follow and serve Him, we now with united effort dedicate ourselves 
to the furtherance of His Kingdom by a stewardship of the life and 
service to the glory of the Triune God.”

What an awesome mission we have 
been given. This led me to the poem 
“Footprints in the Sand.” The poem 
is often illustrated showing one set 
of footprints when Jesus is carrying 
us in the difficult times of our lives, 
but I would like to focus on the 
picture with two sets – when Jesus 
is walking with us side by side. The 
words in our Preamble say “likewise 
to follow and serve Him.” When I 
think of the goals and activities of the church women of First Lutheran, I picture Jesus 
walking with us side by side, leading and guiding us in our mission to reach out to help 
and serve others and to enjoy warm fellowship with each other.

I must confess that oftentimes my footprints are planted directly in front of the couch 
as I watch way too much television! By accepting this new office with our church 
women, I am energized to get off the couch and walk closely with Jesus, both of 
our footprints heading in the same direction – in service to Him. So where are your 
footprints taking you – to the mall, to your children’s or grandchildren’s events, to 
work, to the gym? These are acceptable and admirable steps, but how many of your 
footprints are the result of doing God’s work? How many are taking you to worship 
and Bible study, to church activities, or in service to others? 

WELCA invites you to join our group whose footprints lead to serving, studying, 
sewing, quilting, eating, talking, singing, laughing and sometimes crying together. Be 
part of our mission to “make new footprints with Jesus.” And remember, graying hair is 
definitely not required to join! 

The next monthly WELCA meeting is on Thursday, April 6, at noon, in the Gathering 
Room. Pastor John will speak to us about the Center for Worship and Music located in 
St. Paul and how our financial support of this ministry is helping keep music alive in 
our churches. You are encouraged to wear a hat as we reminisce about Easter bonnets 
and have some fun learning the story of fancy hats from years past. We hope to see 
you there. If you have questions, please contact Marcia Huffman at mbhuffman@
goldenwest.net, 526-4322 or 360-4168.

eVeNts

From Parish Nurse, Jana Elkins

The Big Squeeze 
Come on First 
Lutheran, help me 
to help you become 
healthier. Will you 
assist me in getting 
a vast amount of 
participants for this 

year’s Big Squeeze Event? All you have to 
do is have your blood pressure read by me 
during the month of April!

What is The Big Squeeze?
The mission of The Big Squeeze is to 
increase awareness of hypertension 
(high blood pressure) and the need for 
screenings throughout the Sioux Falls 
community. The Big Squeeze project also 

works with healthcare providers to ensure 
their patients receive education and tools 
to manage blood pressure when it is above 
the normal range.

By participating in a screening during the 
month of April, the congregation and area 
residents have the opportunity to learn if 
their blood pressure is above the normal 
range and then take action to see their 
health care provider. Participation does 
matter! For instance did you know that in 
Sioux Falls during the past two years, for 
people in their 20s – 40s, blood pressures 
are above the national average?

Stop by the Trinity Room on Sunday, April 
9 or 23, between 9 – 11 a.m. or visit Jana’s 
office next, to the library, on weekdays, to 
have your blood pressure taken!

woMeN’s MiNistry

Prayer shawls are lovingly knitted 
or crocheted by our First Lutheran’s 
Prayer Shawl Knitters, and given to 
those who need an extra measure 
of comfort or warmth. Prayer 
shawls may be given to those 
struggling with physical illness 
or going through a difficult time 
emotionally, as an expression of 
God’s constant loving presence and 
care, as well as our congregation’s 
prayers – for each shawl is knitted 
in a spirit of prayer. 

This shawl was knit with love and care,
each stitch made with a special prayer;

To warm you when you feel a chill,
and hold you when you’re very ill.

To give you strength and hope and cheer,
to let you know that God is near.
As you wrap it ‘round you tight,

Know that God blesses you day and night.

“The Prayer Shawl,” by Nancy Peterson (adapted 2003)

If you like to work with yarn and want to get involved in making these shawls, please 
contact Donna Jahr at the church for the pattern – and we also have yarn available!  
Donna can be reached at djahr@flcsf.org or (605) 339-1983 ext. 202.

If you would like to give a prayer shawl to someone on behalf of the church, you can 
also contact Donna at the information above.

Senior Ministry luncheon
Tuesday, April 11 ♥ Noon ♥ Gathering Room

All First Lutheran senior adults and their friends are invited to join us for our monthly 
luncheon. The program is by CASA - Court Appointed Special Advocates. The menu is 
baked potato bar. Please RSVP by calling the church receptionist at 336-3734, no later 
than Wednesday, April 5. If you need a ride call Project CAR, 332-2777, no later than  
9 a.m. on Monday, April 10.

Serving opportunity. Are you employed by Wells Fargo or Sammons Financial 
Group? Did you know that your employer provides volunteer hours for you each 
year? Would you be willing to use two of your volunteer hours to help with one of the 
monthly Senior Ministry Luncheons? This would be a great way of giving back to the 
senior members of our congregation who have served and supported First Lutheran 30, 
40, 50 and even 60 plus years. Please contact Jean Hoff at jhoff@flcsf.org or 339-1983, 
ext. 231, if you are interested in helping. The senior luncheons are held the second 
Tuesday of each month.

Save the date – NAMI Walk 2017
The annual NAMI Walk will be held Saturday, May 20, at Sertoma Park. For more 
information on how to participate in the walk or support First Lutheran’s efforts, visit 
namiwalks.org/southdakota. Click on First Lutheran Walkers in the Top Teams column 
on the left side of the page.

prayer shawl MiNistry

Spring cleaning
The Property Board invites all church members and 
friends to join them for two spring cleaning opportunities 
to get the sanctuary ready for Easter. 
Join us on:
• Saturday, April 8, 8:30 am – 11 a.m. or
• Monday, April 10, 5 – 6:30 p.m. 
Men and women of all ages are invited to come and 
help clean the inside of the church. If you can help, 
please come! Please bring a hand-held vacuum if you 
have one. 
Pictured left is Paul Munson helping at last spring’s 
clean up day.
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Classes & GroUps

Coming up...
Middle school youth group!
The Youth and Family staff is excited to bring a new 
opportunity to Middle School students. Beginning 
April 23, we will be starting a middle school youth 
group. The group will meet on Sundays from 4 – 
5:30 p.m. in Manos de Cristo on a regular basis 
for worship, games, snacks, silliness and a deeper 
relationship with Christ.

Grieving with Grace 
session, April 1 

What does it mean to “Grieve with Grace?” It does not 
mean that we waltz around after a loved one has died, 
with the elegance of Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire! 
Rather, it means that we are those who learn about 
the grieving process and how it can impact a person 
spiritually, emotionally, mentally, and physically. We are 
gentle with ourselves as we process the grief alongside 
others in the journey, and keep the promise of the gospel 
ever before us - “Christ is the Lord of both the dead and 
the living.” (Romans 14:9)

Grieving with Grace sessions take place on the first 
Saturday morning of the month in the Gathering Room 
at First Lutheran Church. Social Time begins at 9:30, 
and the group sessions last from 10-11 a.m. Led by 
Pastor Katherine Olson, sessions include video clips on 
topics relating to grief, comfort from Scripture, prayer, 
encouragement, and access to additional resources for 
support. Please join us for any or all of the following 
scheduled dates: 

• April 1 – Depression and Other Complications 
with Grief

• May 6 – Are We Changed Forever by Grief?
Session topics for June and beyond will be announced 
next month.

If you have questions about Grieving with Grace, reach 
out to Pastor Katherine at kolson@flcsf.org or 339-1983, 
ext. 214.

Healthy Cooking classes
Healthy Cooking Classes continue on Tuesdays,  
April 11 and 25, from 6 – 7 p.m., in the Gathering 
Room. On April 11, Sanaa Abourezk will offer Healthy 
Italian Dishes and on April 25, Gwen Wawers will be 
offering another healthy cooking option. Please plan 
to join us at these times, and as always, invite a friend! 
Please pre-register flcsf.org/healthy-cooking.

Wednesday night forums:
6:30-7:30 p.m. - Friendship Room

April 9 –Social Media & Youth
Led by John Hegg

John Hegg brings a wealth of insight into the lives of 
youth, and will help you understand the good, the bad, 
and importance of social media today. 

April 26 – Ayuda
Led by Jennifer Lunder & 
Cari Lee Skogberg Eastman

Immigration is among the 
most highly polarizing 
topics of our day. However, 
immigration-related 
discourse from both media 
and politicians can make 
it difficult to sort fact 
from fiction. “Immigration: Myths and Realities” 
offers participants an opportunity to study research-
based truths about immigration, recognize myths and 
misconceptions about our immigrant neighbors, and 
better understand how members of faith communities 
are called to respond to immigration-related issues. 
Jennifer Lunder, Ayuda coordinator, and Cari Lee 
Skogberg Eastman, local author, researcher and 
immigration advocate will present this forum as part 
of the ELCA’s Ayuda (“Help” in Spanish) initiative to 
promote connections, revitalization, and support among 
all God’s people, with particular emphasis on the Latino 
community of Sioux Falls. 

First Lutheran is a member congregation of the AYUDA 
initiative. We are seeking a person to fill a position on 
the board. If you feel called to be an advocate for people 
in need of both God’s grace, and help, please contact Jeff 
Backer at jbacker@flcsf.org, or 339-1983 ext. 209.

Share Word and Spirit:
Love Languages

In Ephesians Paul says, “Therefore be imitators of God, 
as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us.” 
During worship last month we sang “Love, love, love. 
That’s what it’s all about.” From the Bible to familiar 
songs, there are countless words of wisdom about the 
boundless love of God and our call to reflect that love to 
those around us. 

Beginning Monday, April 24, through May 22, from 
10 – 11:30 a.m., join us for a five-week class, based on 
the best-selling book “The Five Love Languages” by Gary 
Chapman, will be offered. The class will explore the ways 
God communicates his love for us and the ways that we 
can share that love in our daily lives through words of 
affirmation, acts of service, gifts, quality time and touch.

All members and friends of First Lutheran are invited 
to come together in the Gathering Room to study and 
discuss this important and timeless topic. There is no 
cost for the class, and purchase of one of Chapman’s 
Love Languages books – for couples, for children, for 
teenagers, or for singles – is optional. Participants are 
asked to register by stopping at the Information Desk or 
calling the church at 336-3734.

Lenten lecture series  
Bach’s B minor Mass

Lectures continue on Sundays through 
April 9, from 6 – 7:15 p.m., in the  

First Lutheran sanctuary

Please join South Dakota Symphony Orchestra Music 
Director Delta David Gier for a series of lectures on 
Bach’s monumental B minor Mass, four Sunday evenings 
during Lent. This great masterpiece represents the only 
time Bach, a Lutheran, set the full text of the Latin 
mass. Why did he do so - and at the very end of his 
career, at the height of his powers, with no commission 
nor occasion for performance? Knowing that the vast 
majority of Bach’s works were intended for corporate 
worship, how should we experience this piece today? 

Joining Maestro Gier will be Zachary Rygiel, Director 
of Worship & Music at First Lutheran; Father Charles 
Cimpl, Pastor at Holy Spirit Church and the Vicar 
Genera of the Diocese of Sioux Falls; J. Mark Bertrand, 
novelist and teaching elder at Grace Presbyterian Church 
(Presbyterian Church in America); Rev. Dr. John 
Christopherson, Senior Pastor at First Lutheran and  
Dr. James Johnson, Chorus Master of the SDSO. 

The South Dakota Symphony Orchestra will 
perform the Bach’s B minor Mass on Saturday and 

Sunday, April 22 and 23 at the Washington Pavilion. 
For concert tickets, please visit sdsymphony.org.

Above: Katie McGuire, Sarah Lehman and Hailey Olson 
were all smiles and ready to serve at Bella Noché. 

Below: Alex Barron and Harrison Backer, our “bro-istas” 
make the coffee for auction dinner guests..

Above: Friends join middle schoolers, Milaana Wollman 
and Madisen Misterek (third and fourth from left), at the 
Faith Fest weekend at Augustana University. .

Johann Sebastian Bach
B minor Mass
Lenten Lecture Series

Above: The live auction brought enthusiasm and excite-
ment. Shad and Seri Carney get some “pressure” to bid!



First Word • April 2017 5

First Lutheran Church • 327 S. Dakota Ave. • Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104 • Phone 605-336-3734 • www.flcsf.org

yoUth & FaMily MiNistry

Clap clap clappity 
clap clap!

By Marnie Dahle Backer, 
Youth & Family Ministries Director

“He – he – he –he is alive – clap 
clap clappity clap clap.

He has come that I might have 
life and more life than I have 
lived before! Clap clap clappity 
clap clap”

If only I could sing the words to you through the 
written page! But, that isn’t going to happen, so 
you’ll have to use your imaginations with me. This 
is a camp song that has been around for years, 
it’s called “He’s Alive!” It’s a rowdy song, the kids 
pretend to surf during parts and it gets louder and 
louder as the crowd goes wild! There’s something 
pretty spectacular about watching a group of 
teenagers sing at the top of their lungs “He’s Alive!” 
Wow! I get a little chill thinking about it. Easter 
is coming on April 16 – do you have chills? It’s 
exciting to think about this Jesus guy, dying on the 
cross for you and for me, then three days later – 
He’s Alive! Resurrection! Woah!

Well… God has been doing some pretty powerful 
stuff since then too and just in the last month or 
so, we have gotten to see some awesome ministry 
occur: a fundraising event that brought 150 
people, plus youth and adults, PLUS a whole 
bunch of generous donors who came together 
to help send 28 people out into the world for 
mission! We’ve seen precious first graders learn 
the Lord’s Prayer and lead their congregation in 
praying together. Our high school youth took on 
a 30-hour fast to learn about hunger, to go out in 
the community to help feed God’s people and to 
feel what it’s like to go hungry for a while. Middle 
school youth had a lock-in with students from 
Augustana University. They played, worshipped 
and got a little silly, but they also heard God’s 
word spoken to them, letting them know that they 
have an important place in this world right now, 
today. And while we are now preparing for the end 
of Lent, we had quite a time preparing for Lent at 
the Shrove Tuesday pancake feed. Balloons, face 
painting, a resurrection garden and family photos! 
I love how the photos show how families come in 
all shapes and sizes.

He is alive, Jesus is alive, God is alive and doing 
amazing things right here in our own backyard 
and out in the world. Let us rejoice! He has risen! 
He has risen indeed! 

Clap Clap Cappity Clap Clap!

Becca and Barb Nevin pose in their Mardi Gras finery.

From left: Brooke Kokenge, Meredith Reiner, Nick Stark, Isaac Hewitt, Elias 
Youngquist (Youth Minister), Bella Tooley and Katie Johnson celebrate packing 
3,024 boxes for Kids Against Hunger during the High School 30-hour fast.

From left: Gayle Johnson, Judy Greene, Barb Wieczorek, Jacinda Cerwinske, Scott Allan,  
Lillian Carlson, Kurt Carlson, Wanda Todd and Dorothy Knutson pose after a tasty Shrove 
Tuesday supper of pancakes and sausages.

Garrett Kucker, Reed Smith and Max 
Swan show their new Lord’s Prayer 
crosses and prayer cards.

Kindergartners help Pastor Lars lead the congregation in the Lord’s Prayer 
they have learned during the Lord’s Prayer Milestone on March 5.

Erin Bradfeldt and her son Nicholas with grandma 
Marilyn Bradfeldt, and Bruce Albers.

Lou Ann and Howard Paulson enjoy a fun evening. Pat Kyte with Kjerstin, Elin and Dane pose with their balloon 
creations and masks.
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Church Council highlights
If there is an item that you as a church member wish to add to an upcoming 
Council meeting agenda, please contact Marilyn McNeill, Business 
Administrator, at 339-1983 ext. 236, or mmcneill@flcsf.org. Council agendas 
will be posted on a bulletin board in the Atrium and on the church website 
home page, flcsf.org, the weekend prior to meetings. Meetings are held the 
fourth Thursday of each month. First Lutheran Church members are welcome 
to visit meetings.

February 23, 2017

•	 There	was	a	discussion	regarding	sharing	information	between	boards	and	
Council – a rebuilding phase. The goal is for reports to be less lengthy and 
to the point.

•	 Pastor	Peter’s	time	at	FLC	is	nearing	its	end.	A	reception	with	the	
congregation will be held on Sunday, March 19.

•	 Jeff	Backer’s	internship	will	start	May	1,	2017	through	April	30,	2018.

•	 Pastor	John	brought	up	safety	concerns	on	the	campus	of	FLC.		Marilyn	
is forming a safety and security task force to identity policy, procedure and 
training.

•	 Pastor	John	also	stated	that	First	Lutheran	needs	to	find	ways	to	reach	out	to	
the widows and widowers of FLC to help them to be more comfortable in 
worship.  

•	 The	fire	suppression	system	installation	is	expected	to	be	finished	in	June.

•	 Jeff	Backer	was	present	to	report	on	Evangelism,	Mission	&	Outreach.	His	
vision is to have a new structuring model on how things are done. We need 
to be seen, heard and felt. He also talked about being evangelical and how 
to reach out to others and relationships are key. What is needed immediately 
are volunteers who are ready to help and get their hands dirty.

ChUrCh CoUNCil
Officers/Executive Committee
Brian Aamlid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Aaron Ellingsen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
Eric Severson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Mindy Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Pr. John Christopherson . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor

Council Representatives
Alma Kallesen . . . . . . . . . . . . Adult Discipleship
Gayle Johnson. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Caring Ministry
Colleen Kokenge. .Evangelism, Mission & Outreach
Deb Nelson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Financial Services
Marcia Huffman . . . . . . . . . . . FLCW/WELCA
Brad Thompson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Media
Julia Kramer . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Member-at-Large
Diane Atchison . . . . . . . . . . . .Member-at-Large
Maria Neely . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Member-at-Large
Lyle Eidsness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Property
Tim Heinemann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stewardship
Suzanne Willadsen . . . . . . . Worship and Music
Ben Ready. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Youth and Family

First lUtheraN 
ChUrCh direCtory

Pastoral Staff 
(203) Dr. John Christopherson. . . . .Senior Pastor
(210) Rev. Lars Olson. . . . . . . . . Executive Pastor
(214) Rev. Katherine Olson* . . . Associate Pastor
202) Rev. James Christopherson* . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. David Houck*. . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Roger Noer* . . . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Dennis Tranberg* . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Dave Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . .Emeritus

Administrative Staff
(202) Donna Jahr . . . . . . . Secretary to the Pastors
(236) Marilyn McNeill . . . .Church Administrator
(201) Judi Mueller*. . Receptionist/Mbr. Secretary
(201) Cleo Sorensen* Receptionist/Mbr. Secretary
(201) Pat Svennes* . . Receptionist/Mbr. Secretary

Caring Ministries
(237) Jana Elkins*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parish Nurse
(262) Cheryl Satterlee* . . . Wedding Coordinator

Evangelism, Mission & Outreach Ministries
(209) Jeff Backer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
(231) Jean Hoff* . . . . . Volunteer Min. Developer

Financial Services
(211) LaVonne Wolf . . . . . . . . Financial Specialist

Media Ministries
(252) Susan Bell . .Communications Coordinator
(213) Jared Callahan* Communications Assistant
(236) John Cerwinske* . .Sound Board Technician
(213) Kathy Hein* . . . . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) David Palmer*. . . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Hons Oakland*. . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Tanner Wangsness* . . . . Broadcast Director

Facilities
(201) Dave Wilson . . . . . . . . . . .Facility Manager
(201) Rick East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Custodian 
(201) Jeff Hartnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Custodian

Worship and Music Ministries
(260) Zachary Rygiel . . . . . . . Director/Organist,

FLYGHT and Jubilant Singers Director
(261) Shirley Barlow* . . . Administrative Assistant
(261) Donna Hamilton*. . . . . . . . . .Accompanist 
(261) Dr. Jerry Hanson* . .Dir. of Music Emeritus
(261) Ali Hoffman* . . . . . . .  Belle Campane and 

Good Vibrations Director
(261) Marcia Kittelson* . . . . . . Organist Emerita
(261) Bonnie Lindgren* . . . Carol Choir Director
(261) Dr. Paul Nesheim* . . Adult Choir Director 

and Women’s Choir Director
(261) Larry Olson* . . . . . Contemporary Worship 

Coordinator
((261) Mary Ryrholm* . . Agape Ringers Director
(261) Sue Severson* . . . . . . . . . . . . .Accompanist
(261) Pam Sonnichsen* Instrumental Coordinator

Youth and Family Ministries
(204) Marnie Dahle Backer . . . . . . . . . .Director
(228) Nancy Henrichsen* . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Gayle Johnson* . . . . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Annel Jolo* . . . . . . . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Sarah Rasmussen* . . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Irma Rodriguez Leon* Nursery Attendant
(238) Heather Smith . . . . . . Children’s Minister
(235) Elias Youngquist . . . . . . . .Youth Minister
(228) Kristy Zuraff . . . .Administrative Assistant

( )=Direct dial phone extensions    *Part-time

Main phone:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-3734
Direct dial: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 339-1983
Toll-free:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(800) 425-9899
Fax:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-8370
Pastoral emergency: . . . . . . . . .(605) 610-9431
Custodian cell: . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 351-8281
Project CAR: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 332-2777

April Special Offering:  
Prison Ministries

By Suzanne Van Bockern, Evangelism, Mission and Outreach Board member

This month’s special offering will go toward local prison 
ministries supported by our congregation: Family 
Connection and St. Dysmas. The mission of Family 
Connection is to provide “hope for families that must be 
apart.” Its 
Hospitality 
Houses 
provide 

shelter for families traveling 
to Sioux Falls to visit an 
incarcerated loved one. Its 
Children’s Connection program works with the local school district to provide 
group-counseling services to children with an incarcerated family member.

St. Dysmas is a congregation ‘behind the walls’ of the SD State Penitentiary in 
Sioux Falls and the Mike Durfee State Prison in Springfield. 

Bob Chell, pastor of St. Dysmas, tells us that our support as a 
congregation is crucial to sustaining their strong and dynamic 

ministries and welcomes us to worship with them. First Lutheran 
members and members of the 

Evangelism, Mission & 
Outreach Board will be 
visiting the St. Dysmas 
congregation on Thursday, 

May 25. After the service, participants will join 
former members of St. Dysmas for dinner and to learn more about 

the congregation and its ministry. 

Please consider making a gift to support Family Connection and St. Dysmas 
by using one of the special offering envelopes provided by the church, or by 
writing “Prison Ministries” on the memo line of a check made out to First 
Lutheran Church. No matter what you do, please remember these special 
ministries in your payers. Thank you for your support!

Special offering envelopes are included with your regular offering envelopes. If you do 
not have one, please use the yellow envelope in the pew, bring your donation to the 
Information Desk at church, or visit flcsf.org/give to make an online donation.

Ask the Lord for rain in the springtime; it is the Lord 
who sends the thunderstorms. He gives showers of rain 
to all people, and plants of the field to everyone. 

– Zechariah 10:1

MissioN
First Lutheran Church welcomes all 
people into the community of Jesus 
Christ, equipping and sending them 
forth to serve and witness in Jesus’ name.

GUidiNG priNCiples
We are grounded in the great 

commandment of Jesus. 
(Matthew 22:34-40)

We are grounded in the great 
commission of Jesus.  
(Matthew 28:16-20)

We are committed to welcome 
and minister to all people. 

We are committed to equipping  
people for ministry. 

We are committed to service in  
our community and world. 

We are committed to a ministry  
of relationship building. 

We are committed to our heritage  
and identity as a reforming church. 

We are committed to excellence 
in broadcast ministry.

worship serViCes
Saturday (Chapel)   
 5 p.m.  Vespers/Communion
Sunday (Sanctuary) 
  8 a.m. Traditional Worship  

with Communion 
  9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
  11 a.m. Contemporary Worship
Media Ministries Broadcasts
  8 a.m. KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
  11 a.m. KSFY (Sioux Falls),  

KPRY (Pierre) and  
KABY (Aberdeen)

First Word is the monthly newspaper of 
First Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, 
S.D. It is distributed to members of the 
congregation and others upon request. 
Opinions expressed in First Word 
are those of the authors and are not 
necessarily shared by the First Lutheran 
Church congregation or staff. The 
editors of First Word reserve the right 
to edit submissions. 

Newsletter submissions are due the 
first business day of the month. 
Please submit articles or questions 
regarding First Word to Susan Bell, 
Communications Coordinator, at 
sbell@flcsf.org. Reader feedback is 
always welcome. First Word is available 
to read or download online at  
flcsf.org/firstword.

www.youtube.com/flcsf

www.facebook.com/flcsf

@FirstLutheranSF

@firstlutheransf
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FiNaNCial serViCes

Total Revenues - Year to date
2017 Actual . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $299,909
2016 Actual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $295,557

Total Expenses - Year to date
2017 Actual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $348,283
2016 Actual . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $348,283

Contract For Deed
Ideal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $366,053

God’s Gifts. Our Responsibility. 
Income thru Feb. 2017  . . . $3,975,280

Campus Improvement  
Income thru Feb. 2017 . . . . .$200,537

Worship Attendance
February Sundays . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,439

Financial Update 
February 2017

Gifts and memorials
Gifts to the Foundation: 
In Memory of Bob Johnson: Jim & 
Sandy Fink, Herb & Dorothy Mikkelson, 
Don & Flo Toft 

In Memory of Terry Wolf: Don & Joyce 
Helberg

Gift to The Banquet  
in honor of: 
Roger & Bev Lamp: Kate Helgas

Gift to Caring Ministry  
in memory of:  
Bob Johnson: Jay & Elizabeth Wood
Herb Stelzer: Mary Ann Hohman, 

Elizabeth Wood
Terry Wolf: Jay & Elizabeth Wood

Gift to Media Ministry in 
memory of: 
Hazel Bertsch: Stephen Johnson
Gladys Brandt: Bob & Betty Gednalske, 

Jean Hoff, Bonita Martin, Viola 
Peterson, Eunice Quamen, Sharyl Wolf

Helen L. Gunderson: Howard Friedrich 
& Emily Schneider 

Richard Hass: Mr. & Mrs. Jim Ahrendt, 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwayne Bauder, Jean 
Bendt, Daniel & Sherry Bierwagen, 
Carol Brende, Craig & Pamela Friedel, 
Larry Greve, Londa Greve, Mr. & Mrs. 
Jamie Greve & Family, Jim Hall, Mr. 
& Mrs. Skye Haron, Carol Hogue, 
Roger Iverson, Mr. & Mrs. Earl Joffer, 
Mr. & Mrs. Gaylon Johnson & Jake, 
Russell & Betty Kielman, Mr. & Mrs. 
Roger Klingman, Sandi Larson, Mr. 
& Mrs. Ed Lounsberry, Russell & 
Sharon Morris, Janice Moulton, Doris 
Noordermeer, Eric & Stace Osthus, 
Bill Fisher & Pamela Osthus, Bruce 
Osthus, Charlene Osthus, Mary L. 
Osthus, Jean Othus & Family, Karen 
Osthus, Mr. & Mrs. Marlin Osthus, 
Sue Osthus, Mr. & Mrs. Todd Osthus, 
Tracie Osthus, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Regan, Cheryl Schumaker, Mr. & Mrs. 
Arden Shields, Carol Slack, Elvin & 
Carol Thomsen, Mr. & Mrs. Larry 
Tidemann, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Tock & 
Family, Lyle & Cindy Tripp, Mr. & 
Mrs. Doug Vick, Mr. & Mrs. William 
Zollicoffer 

Donald Hemmelman: Pr. Franklin & 
Marit Pudas

Bob Johnson: Lillian Carlson, Martha 
Evenson, Betty Fideler, Eileen 
Halverson, Jerome & Mary Halvorson, 
Don & Arlene Hoek, Doris  Krogstad, 
Karen Muth, Roger Nearman, Duane 
& Lois Nearman, Tom & Martha 
Nelson, Howard & Lou Ann Paulson, 
Pr. Franklin & Marit Pudas, Eunice 
Quamen, Elvin & Carol Thomsen, 
Bob & Margaret Tidemann, Bill 
Westerdahl

Robert Meerdink: Marilyn Johnson
Marvin Nelson: Orrin & Karen 

Anderson, Severin & Shirley Drobny, 
Friends, Richard & Yvonne Johnson, 

Thomas & Margaret Kelly, Ing & 
Marilyn Maurstad, James McKinney, 
Mildred Otterby, Howard & Lou Ann 
Paulson, Pr. Franklin & Marit Pudas, 
Harold Sandstede, Kathy Stelzer, 
Ronald Sundem, Richard & Carol 
Sundem, Elvin & Carol Thomsen, 
Larry & Anita Thomsen, Don & Flo 
Toft, Wayne & Hendrene Van Wyhe,  
Bill Westerdahl

Helen Raker: Ed & Sharon  Arshem, 
Faith  Christiansen, Doris Edwards, 
Friends, Margaret Godsk, Sally Graff, 
Stephen Johnson, Joel & Cindy 
Jorgenson, Carol Lerdal, Steven 
& Julie Merry, Herb & Dorothy 
Mikkelson, Pr. LeRoy & Elaine Nevin, 
Patricia Waring

Jared Ritter: Mary Muth
Donald Schmidt: Kathy Stelzer
Vonnie Schneider: Howard Friedrich & 

Emily Schneider 
Herb Stelzer: James & Linda  Anderson, 

Lisa Bean, Howard & Arlene Bich, Jon 
& Gloria Bonjour, Noelle Bonjour, 
Gary & Cindy Bormann, Richard & 
Donna Bruflat, Stu Burgers, Patrick & 
Jill Burgers, Mike & Nancy Carpenter, 
Janice Curley, Jim & Sandy Fink, 
Arden & Mavis Fjellanger, Leon & 
Joanne Gerdes, David & Julie Gibson, 
George & Margaret Griebel, Greg 
& Angela Griebel, Glen & Brenda 
Grinde, Julianne Hall, Donna Hanson, 
Jess & Sharon Hegge, Charlene Jarratt, 
Judy Jasper, Susan Krank, David H. 
Larson, Karen Lidel, Anthony & Janice 
Lucas, Joan McGaffey, Lisa McGaffey, 
Eleanor Miller, Gene & Norma 
Mueller, Nancy Nervig, Mary Nicolai, 
Gary & Pamela Pletan, Greg & Carol 
Puerkel, Brenda Roberts, Dick & 
Gloria Schlechter, Don & Mary Lou 
Schmidt, Stan & Norma Schmidt, 
Ken & Donna Smart, Greg & Monica 
Stelzer, Richard & Marilynn Viehueg, 
Juliane Walker, Kristi Wallin, Ruth 
Werner, Sharyl Wolf 

Milo Stroschein: Carol Bormann, Jerry 
Holter, Mike & Gloria Simpson, 
Natalie Stroschein

Maureen VanDenTop: Pr. Jim & 
Dorothy Christopherson, John  
Peckham

Andrew Wek: Jean Edman, Mary 
Eich, Bud & Barbie Entringer, Patti 
Erickson, Frank & Joan Hansen, 
Roger & Bev Lamp, Barb Matson, 
Char Peters

Terry Wolf: Frank & Joan Hansen, Karen 
Lidel

Lloyd Wyllo: Wayne & Verna Remme

Gift to WELCA Fund in 
memory  of:  
Helen Raker: Doug & Carol Raker

Gift to FLC Quilters in 
memory of: 
Bob Johnson: Betty Johnson

Births
Jan. 8: Carson Lee Miller, son of  

Brock Miller and Megan Hotchkin
Feb. 24: Zachary Leonard Zuraff, son of  

Josh and Meagan Zuraff

Weddings
Feb. 18: Zachary Rygiel and Jordan Cook

Baptisms
Feb. 26: Iris Björk Frey, daughter  

of Thomas and Linda Frey

Deaths
Feb. 7: Barbara Coffey
Feb. 26: Louise Vail

Media broadcast sponsors 
January and February

First Lutheran Church’s worship can be seen every Sunday at 11 a.m. on KSFY, KPRY and 
KABY in South Dakota, southwest Minnesota, northwest Iowa and northeast Nebraska.  

A live radio broadcast of worship is aired Sundays at 8 a.m. on KELO-FM, 101.9.

KELO broadcast sponsored:
Jan. 8: In loving memory of Samantha 

Kramer, made possible by earnings 
from a gift by family and friends to the 
First Lutheran Church Foundation.

Jan. 15: In loving memory of Leonard 
and Betty Martinek. Betty’s birthday 
would have been on Jan. 10. It is 
also given in honor of Carl and 
Craig Martinek, who celebrated their 
birthdays on Jan. 17.

Jan. 29: In memory of Leo Roti by  
Alta Roti.

Feb. 19: In memory of Les Rollag,whose 
85th birthday would have been on 
Feb. 15, by his family.

Feb. 26: In honor of Mike and Gloria 
Simpson’s anniversary on Feb. 18 by 
Elaine Johnson, Mary Ellen Lantis, 
Richard Berdahl and families.

KSFY Broadcast (fully sponsored 
unless noted otherwise):
Jan. 22: In loving memory of our mother, 

Emma Spitzer who would have been 
100 years old on Jan. 23, given by her 
daughters, Elaine & Ella Spitzer.

Feb. 5: In loving memory of Mary Ann 
Knutson on the one-year anniversary 
of her death (Feb. 2, 2016) by her 
husband, Dennis D. Knutson.

Feb. 12: To celebrate the life and 
memory of Bill Grevlos, beloved 
husband, father and grandfather by 
Cheryl, Dann, Dave, Mike, Jill and 
grandchildren.

Feb. 19: In honor of Dorothy Davis 
whose 90th birthday is on Feb. 23, by 
her family.

Feb. 26: In memory of Herbert Stelzer 
through memorials and gifts in his 
honor from family and friends.

KSFY closed captioning sponsored:
Jan. 22: In loving memory of Margaret 

Sommervold whose 101st birthday 
would have been on Jan. 28, by her 
family and friends.

Feb. 26: In honor of Mike and Gloria 
Simpson’s anniversary on Feb. 18 by 
Elaine Johnson, Mary Ellen Lantis, 
Richard Berdahl and families.

Sponsorships available: 
Worship broadcasts are made possible by 
supporters from all around the country. 
To learn more about sponsoring a radio 
broadcast, telecast or closed captioning in 
honor of, or in memory of a loved one, or 
in celebration of a special life event, please 
call Donna Jahr at (605) 339-1983, ext. 
202. Donations of any size will help the 
broadcast ministry.

KELO radio broadcast sponsorships 
($150) available for April 2 & 9; May 21.

KSFY telecast sponsorships ($1300) are 
available for April 9, 16 & 30; May 21 & 
28 (5/28 is on Sioux Falls CW).

Closed captioning sponsorships for the 
weekly KSFY telecasts ($140) are available 
on April 2, 9 & 23; May 7, 14, 21 & 28 
(5/28 is on Sioux Falls CW).

Un-sponsored broadcast, telecast and 
closed caption dates are made possible 
in part through gifts and memorials to 
First Lutheran Church Media Ministries. 
Thank you for your continued support.

Media MiNistry

Online giving
You are able to make a 
one-time or ongoing gift to 
the mission and ministries 
of First Lutheran Church at 
any time through the First 
Lutheran website. You may 
also pay for events and 
registrations on the website. 
Please visit our web page 
at flcsf.org and click on 
the “Give” tab. You will be 
directed to create a log in 
and password. 

Questions? Please contact 
LaVonne Wolf, 339-1983 ext. 
211 or lwolf@flcsf.org.
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Sharing the Good News!
By Jeff Backer, Director of Evangelism, Mission and 
Outreach Ministries

“Which of these three, do you think, 
was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?”  He 
said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 
do likewise.”   – Luke 10: 36-37

For the last several months, we have 
been engaged in a conversation 
especially with the boards to 

understand their function. The Media Board has begun 
to have a conversation to fully understand what is 
expected from them. In recent history, the Media Board 
has focused on elements of the radio and television 
broadcast exclusively. We have also engaged this 
conversation with several other boards. The Evangelism, 
Mission and Outreach Board has begun a similar 
conversation. In recent history, this board has primarily 
functioned in overseeing the benevolence of the 
congregation, with very little energy put into evangelism 
or outreach. 

This discussion has started by beginning to understand 
what it means to be 1. Evangelical, and 2. Outreach 
oriented.  Some would say that this congregation is 
very evangelical and outreach oriented. However, I find 
that when I introduce a basic definition of these two 
understandings, perception changes. 

Evangelism is defined in two ways. The first is, “a zealous 
advocacy of a cause.” The second, and most important 

is, “the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by public 
preaching, or through personal witness.” 

When we begin to talk about evangelism, it makes good 
Lutherans sometimes shutter as it may conjure images of 
the kooky guy on a street corner with a sandwich board 
that reads, ”THE END IS NEAR….REPENT!” (Of 
course let’s not forget John the Baptist). Evangelism has 
received a bad rap due to overzealous, charismatic types 
walking the streets handing out tracts, or those who go 
door-to-door asking for a “few minutes of your time,” 
starting the conversation with the question, “Are you 
going to heaven or hell?”  These are the types of images 
that seem to spring to mind as we have started our 
conversations. In reality, evangelism is what we are called 
to as Christians in community. It is accompaniment with 
and for one another to make the Gospel not only known, 
but so that faith clings to its promise.

 Outreach is about showing God’s love to our neighbor. It 
is not about writing a check and letting someone else “do 
it.” That is called philanthropy. It is as Christ tells us from 
the Good Samaritan  parable. The neighbor is the one that 
shows mercy to THEIR neighbor. 

This month I have surrounded this article with just a 
glimpse of the many ways we have started to become 
more evangelical in and outside of our church. I hope 
and pray that as we approach the cross of Jesus this 
Easter,  that the Gospel frees us to be the evangelical 
church we have been called to be here in downtown 
Sioux Falls. “Go and do likewise!”

 

1 Holy Week & Easter worship services 

2 Communicating the Gospel

2 Volunteer Ministry

4 New and continuing classes

5 Celebrating in Youth Ministry

eVaNGelisM, MissioN aNd oUtreaCh MiNistries

Easter: Church on the Street
First Lutheran Church will be hosting Church on 
the Street’s Easter Worship service in our parking 
lot on Saturday, April 15, at 11 a.m. We will be 
having an Easter-egg hunt and will be serving a 
meal afterwards.

You are welcome to come and participate 
in worship with the Church on the Street 
congregation. If you are interested in volunteering 
to help with the meal, please contact Jean Hoff at 
339-1983 ext. 231, jhoff@flcsf.org.

If you have any questions about worship, please 
contact Jeff Backer at 339-1983 x 209. 

Worship with Pueblo de Dios!
On Sunday, April 30, First Lutheran has been invited 
to worship with the Pueblo de Dios congregation. They 
worship at 12:30 p.m. at Augustana Lutheran Church 
(235 N. Prairie Avenue), in the historic district of Sioux 
Falls. Worship is bi-lingual (Spanish/English).  A meal 
will be provided after the worship service to allow a time 
for fellowship and interaction. 

We will be able to bring up to 20 people for this worship 
experience. Please contact Jeff Backer, 339-1983 ext. 209 
or jbacker@flcsf.org to sign up. This will be an amazing 
worship experience!

FLC serves at The Banquet
Feeding the hungry is a vital form of Christian service. 
In our community, we partner with The Banquet to carry 
out this ministry need. Coming together also provides 
sound fellowship.  

FLC has the opportunity to prepare and serve the 
evening meal at The Banquet on Tuesday, April 25. 

We need a large crew:  6 – 8 people to prepare the meal 
at 2 p.m., and 38 – 40 to serve and cleanup at 5:15 p.m. 
All volunteers will be finished by 8 p.m.

This is a wonderful opportunity for families or groups to 
come work together to help those in need. Anyone age 
13 and up may work in the kitchen. Under 13 may work 
under the supervision of an adult in the dining room.

If you can help, please contact Betty DeBerg, (319) 961-
2227 (call or text) or deberg@uni.edu. Thank you!

Free Coffee and Prayer
Swing under the atrium canopy at First Lutheran 
Church each Wednesday from 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. for 
FREE Coffee and Prayer! Grab a cup of coffee, hot 
chocolate, or bottled water, and have a prayer to get 
your day started, and we will get you on your way!

Since it’s beginning on January 11, the traffic flow has 
steadily increased each week. Most mornings we have a 
prayer with 12 – 18 non-First Lutheran people, 3 – 4 
First Lutheran members, and 8 – 9 First Lutheran staff 
people. The primary focus of this time is intentionally 
relational and evangelical. 

Would you be willing to help with this wonderful 
ministry? Please contact Jeff Backer at 339-1983  
ext. 209 or jbacker@flcsf.org.

Hope to see you on Wednesday mornings for Coffee 
and Prayer!

Above: Jeff Backer speaks to the Crossroads 
Conference pastors, promoting the idea of having 
FREE Coffee and Prayer on Wednesday mornings at 
all of the Sioux Falls ELCA Lutheran churches.
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