
New - Fireside Forums
Thursdays this Fall

By Alma Kallisen, Chair, Education & Discipleship Board

In addition to the creative spirit of a cross-generational 
confirmation study on Wednesday nights (see article 
on page 2 of this First 
Word), the Education 
and Discipleship Board 
of First Lutheran has 
put together a select 
slate of presenters for 
our Thursday Night 
“Fireside Forums” in the 
Friendship Room. On 
Thursday, Sept., 27, we’ll 
welcome a special guest 
speaker from Augustana 
University who will 
address what has become 
a rather provocative topic: 
“What Does It Mean To Be 
A College of the Church in 
the 21st Century?”

In October, Dr. LaMoyne 
Pederson – a well-beloved 
professor of philosophy 
at Augustana University for some forty years – will be 
engaging us in a three-part series (Thursday nights, 
on Oct. 18, 25 and Nov. 8) entitled “Christian 

Apologetics” (e.g., How is faith related to belief, trust, 
certainty and doubt? Is there a conflict between 
science and religion? How might we understand God 
as One who takes risks?). 

Finally, on Thursdays, 
Nov. 29 and Dec. 6, our 
Pastoral Staff of First 
Lutheran will lead us in 
two timely studies as we 
move into the Season 
of Advent: the first, 
on The Annunciation 
(Luke 1:26-38) and 
the second, on one 
of Martin Luther’s 
favorite biblical texts, 
The Magnificat (Luke 1: 
46-55). These Thursday 
Night “Fireside Forums” 
will be held 7 – 8:30 
p.m. in the Friendship 
Room. There will be 
refreshments available. 
Inquiring minds of all 
ages are welcome from 

across our Sioux Falls community, and yes you, across 
the generations of First Lutheran!
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The Excellence of Christ: An Invitation
By John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

During my formative years at Augustana 
College, First Lutheran Church was 
well known in Sioux Falls as a teaching 
congregation – not only because many of 
the Augustana faculty were members – 
but because First Lutheran took St. Paul’s 
categorical imperative seriously: “… to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12).  

First Lutheran was known for educational excellence: from pre-
baptismal classes, to spiritual formation in Sunday School, to 
catechetical work during the Confirmation years, to theological 
reflection and the fellowship that was at the heart of various 
Adult Forums and Bible Study offerings, including the classic 
Bethel Bible Series (which required a commitment of meeting 
once a week and memorizing passages from Scripture over the 
course of two years – Wow!).

Some forty years later, after giving most of my life to theological 
education, I find it rather fortuitous that I’m back in Sioux Falls 
at First Lutheran, serving within the leadership of a top-flight 
pastoral-theological team and professional staff (Ephesians 4:11; 
I Corinthians 12). However, if First Lutheran is to continue 
its excellence in biblical and theological education, then it will 
require our whole congregation … yes, our whole congregation 
… from age three to one-hundred-and-three … to take seriously 
the early church father, Saint Augustine’s teaching: that the life 
of “faith must always be searching for deeper understanding” 
(fides quaerens intellectum). Why? Because the issues of the 
church’s culture are ever changing and increasingly complex.

All this is to say, that the church can’t address the questions 
and needs of our time with any serious biblical or theological 
acuity unless we are, to quote Jesus himself: “wise as serpents 
yet gentle as doves” (Matthew 10:16b). I’m always amazed how 
pumped-up people are in wanting to tackle the tough issues of 
abortion, homosexuality, politics ‘n religion, or stem-cell research; 
however, there’s little if any interest in continuing their biblical 
or theological education beyond “confirmation days.” (And 
that’s what we generally have throughout the Church in America 
today: a fledgling faith.) So then, what does one draw upon for 
resources: “Well, that’s how I feel! My friends seem to think that 

… And my daughter seems to be fine with … And I saw this TV 
show where Dr. Phil said … and also, Oprah said that … Or, I 
guess, ah, well, it like sort of depends on the situation.”

Until we get back to the fundamentals of studying God’s Word, 
being in worship, and having time set-aside for serious theological 
reflection, the Church (that’s you and me and all who call 
themselves “Christian”) will continue down the slippery slope of 
en-culturation, where Hollywood and a 
secular-relativistic media will 
set the tone, until we’re 
spiritually deaf and 
dumb (II Timothy 4:3). 
Well … you know, “It is 
what it is.”

In recent days, I’ve been 
struck by the number of 
sophomore confirmands 
and their parents who’ve 
said: “I just wish that I could share my Christian faith with 
more confidence. I couldn’t make a case for Christianity if my 
life depended on it.” (A rather ironical turn of phrase!) Here’s 
the good news!… A large part of this desire can be met – in 
ways that are exciting, and relational, incredibly meaningful 
and just plain “Aha!” - by immersing yourself in Scripture and 
various offerings that are highlighted in this September issue of 
First Word (2018). 

I can count at least ten such articles of invitation. Our pastors 
and Sunday School teachers, Confirmation shepherds, and Bible 
study leaders aren’t just doing this “for their health,” but for 
yours … And, through you … for a whole bunch of friends, co-
workers, neighbors and yes, strangers who are dying to hear God’s 
saving Word of Christ, of his cross, of his grace and love for all 
people. “I love to tell the story…” How does that go again?

Family and friends of First Lutheran Church, I hope that you 
will join me in “dreaming dreams” (Joel 2:28; Acts 2:17) of a 
day when … First Lutheran will begin to fill newly constructed 
classrooms. When our beautiful Piano Lab takes even further 
bloom into a full-blown First Music Academy for Children 
(that includes a Saturday morning Choir School renaissance 
that was once a hallmark for First Lutheran in the 70s and 80s). 

See EXCELLENCE OF CHRIST, page 3

Bazaar preparations are 
underway!

All First Lutheran members and friends are invited to prepare 
for our 2018 Bazaar to be held Saturday, Nov. 3. Now is the 
time to gather with friends and family to plan or finish your 
crafts and projects. We have areas for kitchen items, seasonal 
and variety crafts, plants, woodwork projects, vintage linens, 
sweetshop candies and goodies, homebaked breads, cookies, 
traditional favorites and all your new and creative items. We are 
collecting attic treasures, antiques and uniques, and used books 
thru Oct. 15. Please bring only clean usable and salable items in 
good condition. Look for the collection box near the elevator in 
the atrium. Please no electronics, TVs, or encyclopedias.

Everyone is welcome to help with Attic Treasure pricing. No 
experience is needed. All pricing is held in the Upper Room. 
•	 Tuesday: Sept. 4, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. (light lunch provided)
•	 Wednesday: Sept. 5, 9 a.m. – noon (snacks provided)
•	 Tuesday: Sept. 25, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. (light lunch provided)
•	 Wednesday: Sept. 26, 9 a.m. – noon (snacks provided)

New this Fall
• Necessities for Neighbors, p. 8

• SQUAD High School Bible Study, p. 5

• Thursday Night Forums, p. 1

• Veritas Lectures, p. 2

• Wednesday Night Forum format - 
Intergenerational learning, p. 2

Returning
• Choirs for 1st grade children 

through adults, p. 3

• Confirmation, p. 5

• Financial Peace University, p. 3

• Men’s Bible Study, p. 3

• MOPS - Mothers of Preschoolers, p. 5

• Scripture First - Christian education 
for ages 3 through 103+, p. 2

• WELCA programming, p. 4

• Worship with St. Dysmas, p. 8

Ongoing
• Grieving with Grace, p. 4

• Media Sponsorships available, p. 7

• Senior Luncheon, p. 3

Fall Clean-up
The Property Board invites you to 
join them for outdoor fall campus 
cleanup between 4–6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, September 25. Please 
bring your gloves and rake.
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Luther House of Study Support
By Brian Aamlid, Congregation President

Many of you are familiar with Luther House of Study through classes, or Bible studies, or other 
educational opportunities with Chris Croghan and Sarah Stenson. Luther House is gaining importance 
and stature in the training and education of future pastors and in the support and continuing education of current pastors. 
We are experiencing the impact of their work with our own Pastor Jeff Backer. They anticipate increased impact in the 
future with the addition of Rev. Dr. Steve Paulson to their staff this fall. First Lutheran has pledged financial support of 
$50,000 per year for 5 years to enable their expanded work. A good number of First Lutheran members have stepped 
forward in a remarkably generous way. Funding for our first year commitment (which Luther House will soon need) is 
currently $38,500. A handful of First Lutheran families have pooled resources to create a $10,000 challenge gift to both 
complete this years’ commitment and provide a jump-start for next year. Through the end of September, total gifts to the 
Luther House of Study support fund up to $10,000 will be doubled. Thanks for your consideration and support. You may 
contact Marilyn McNeill to make a gift. If you have any questions about Luther House, Chris Croghan or Sarah Stenson 
would be happy to visit. 

Veritas (fr. Latin, f./n. “truth”)
By John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

Mission Statement: “Faith seeking deeper understanding” (fides quaerens intellectum)
Fides Quaerens Intellectum. This classic dictum by St. Augustine (354-430) and St. Anselm of 
Canterbury (1035-1109) is the brooding spirit which gives creative impetus to the new Veritas Lecture 
Series. This series will be an annual, ongoing series that offers an opportunity to gain a deeper, fuller 
sense of Truth – as faith and reason, church and academy, religion and science, theology and culture 
seek common ground together for an uncommon good. They are to serve as a ministry for the heart as 
well as to the mind – gathering people of all ages (throughout our congregation, our community, and 
region) in an adventurous exchange of ideas. The 2018 inaugural Veritas lectures will be presented by 
Dr. Steven D. Paulson, former professor of Systematic Theology at Luther Theological Seminary in St. 
Paul, Minnesota and now of Luther House of Study in Sioux Falls. In his lectures Dr. Paulson will be addressing what 
Martin Luther calls “the two monsters” of theology; namely, evil and predestination. These lectures grow out of the first 
volume of his soon to be released three volume magnum opus, entitled: The Outlaw God (Fortress Press, October 2018). 
This will prove to be a very thrilling theological exchange that will set the stage for the Veritas Lecture Series for many 
years to come. Further details will be forthcoming through various media. Lectures will be held Thursdays, October 4 and 
11, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Wednesday Night Adult Forums and  
7th Grade Confirmands learn together

By John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

After many months of careful conversation with our 
pastoral staff and ministry area directors, the Education 
and Discipleship Board is proposing a new format for our 
Wednesday Night Adult Forums. The primary reason for 
this new format is three-fold: 1) a curricular effort that 
intentionally re-emphasizes the fundamental biblical-
theological teachings of the Christian faith; 2) an attempt 
to consolidate the sheer volume, and at times, conflicting 
schedules for our now Wednesday Night faith-family time; 
and 3) seeking to better address the #1 initiative that grew out 
of our First Lutheran CAT study in 2015-2016 (identified 
in the First & Foremost booklet that can still be obtained at 
the Reception Desk or Welcome Center literature rack) that 
speaks to an overall congregational concern for creating new 
and better ways to engage young adults/families and bring 
them together with both peer and intergenerational, Christ-
centered relationships.

So, what is this new format, this new offering for our 
Wednesday Night Adult Forums? It basically is an invitation 
to join in “A Confirmation Study for All Ages” led by Pastor 
Jeff Backer that will begin Wednesday Night, Sept. 19, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Den (which is directly across from the 
Friendship Room in our Parish Education Building). 

What then will the flow of this one-hour curriculum look 
like, each Wednesday evening? Pastor John will spend 
the first 15 minutes (6:30-6:45) setting the stage for each 

session in the Den with the Adults, while all confirmation 
students attend an opening worship in the sanctuary. 
Then, from 6:45 to 7:15, the Adults will be joined by 
our 7th grade confirmands as Pastor Jeff shares the main 
teaching points for the evening. And finally, from 7:15 
to 7:30, the 7th grade confirmands will break into Small 
Group discussion based on these teaching points with 
their Shepherds, while the Adults will be encouraged to 
step across the hall into the Friendship Room for 15-30 
minutes, engaging in their own small group discussion – 
facilitated by Pastor Jeff and/or Pastor John. The topics for 
the first four sessions are: 

•	 Sept.	19	“An	Introduction	to	the	Bible”
•	 Sept.	26	“Beginnings/Creation”	(Genesis	1&2)
•	 Oct.	3	“The	Fall”	(Genesis	3)
•	 Oct.	10	“The	Patriarchs”	(Genesis	12-50)

This is a wonderful venue of study and fellowship that will 
engage prospective members as well as members of all ages, in 
learning or being refreshed in the basics of the Christian faith. 
Moreover, this invitation is a wonderful way for confirmation 
parents to meet and come to know one another. And overall, 
it’s a great crucible of faith: as confirmation students and 
inquiring adults come together – across the generations – as 
Christ’s communion of saints. Come and see. Wednesday 
nights, beginning Sept. 19, at 6:30 p.m., in the Den. All are 
welcome. (Pastor Jeff and Pastor Jeff would love to set up lots 
of extra chairs and tables!)

Scripture First: Chapter 4
By Lars Olson, Executive Pastor

I was reminded recently that 
this will mark the fourth year of 
Scripture First. How can the time 
have passed so quickly? Yet, it 
is that time of year again, when 
school starts back into session 
and the programs of the church 
start anew, so it’s good to remind 

everyone both why we value Scripture First so 
highly, and to inform you of some of the changes 
for the coming year. 

Scripture First, by way of reminder, is our 
congregation-wide Bible education ministry. 
The central purpose is to provide engaging and 
informative Bible teaching for all ages on Sundays. 
That includes age appropriate learning in the 
nursery,	for	children	&	youth,	and	for	adults	that	is	
connected to the sermon and scripture lessons from 
worship. This allows the entire congregation to be 
part of a shared conversation across generations, 
while providing everyone with an opportunity to 
dive more deeply into the sermon and scriptures 
around which our ministries are based. 

This year, we are adjusting the model slightly 
to be based around Martin Luther’s “rules” for 
learning scripture. From Psalm 119 Luther gives 
three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which 
one becomes a theologian, a knower of God’s 
Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), 
and Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the 
touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, 
how true, how sweet, how lovely, how mighty, 
how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond 
all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 34 p.287). 
Therefore, this is not a Bible Study plan of action, 
or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to 
God’s Word and letting it work upon you - pulling 
and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and 
making alive.

A few changes for this year to note:

Adult Classes 
Classes	will	be	held	at	9:30	&	10:45	a.m.,	but	due	
to changes with our Sunday morning fellowship 
time, Scripture First for Adults will be held in the 
Friendship Room, downstairs next to the choir 
rehearsal room. Teachers include First Lutheran 
pastors, as well as Luther House of Study teachers 
and students. 

Children’s Classes
Classes will meet in the Chapel at 9:30 a.m. and 
parents will pick up children from their classrooms 
upstairs at 10:30 for improved connection to their 
shepherds and secure checkout process. 

High School & Middle School Youth
Sunday mornings, 9 - 9:30 and 10 - 10:30 Donuts 
and Prayer with Elias (or Youth leaders) in the 
PMR. (Don’t know where that is? Just ask!). Come 
and grab a snack, have a prayer, and then head out 
to serve in your chosen ministry!

High School - SQUAD New Bible study - Please 
see page 5 for details

The last thing to note for Scripture First is that 
we are renewing our commitment to record and 
post classes online. So many have asked for this to 
return and we have heard you. Look for new classes 
and daily readings to be available on the flcsf.org 
website. We are looking forward to another new 
year of teaching!
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Why I sing
By Birgit Peterson, Adult Choir member 

As we anticipate a new season of 
singing at First Lutheran, and wish 
to encourage other members of 
the congregation to join in, I offer 
some of the reasons why I sing.

Faith – Through my participation 
in choir my appreciation for and 

understanding of my faith has grown. Delving into 
the meaning of the texts we sing, discovering more 
about the liturgy and how we support it, and learning 
how the music underscores the message has taught me 
much. Singing through the church year, reflecting on 
the various seasons, I am reminded of what it means 
to be a member of the Christian community. Whether 
during the joyous sounds of Reformation or the 
solemnity of Good Friday, being an active participant 
in worship through song has made me feel more 
connected to the Lutheran tradition.

Fellowship – In a church as big as First Lutheran 
it can be difficult to find your place, especially for a 
transplant such as myself. Adult choir was the place 
I received an immediate welcome and first felt I’d 
found my home within the greater congregation. The 
importance of my choir family was confirmed to me 
when I unexpectedly wound up in the emergency 
room instead of the rehearsal room in September of 
2013. Bonnie will have my eternal thanks for insisting 
on driving me to the hospital and then waiting until 
midnight (joined later by our music director, who also 
shuttled my car over) until I was admitted. Others 
offered to watch over my pets and take care of the 
house while I was hospitalized. At that time, I had no 
family in Sioux Falls, so having the choir swoop in and 
take care of me was indeed a blessing. 

Fun – While learning new music or our role within 
worship takes a certain level of seriousness and 
dedication, rehearsal time is also rather fun. I look 
forward to my Wednesday nights not only for the faith 
and fellowship but because of the humor that flows 
through the group. We laugh – a lot! 

Hopefully some of the reasons why I sing might 
encourage some of you to come and join either the 
Adult or Women’s Choirs. Whatever your reasons for 
coming, you will be a welcome addition to our group.

All choirs welcome new members - no auditions! 
To register or for more information, please contact 
Shirley Barlow, 339-1983 ext. 261.

Men’s Bible Study group reaches milestone
By Pastor Dave Johnson

About ten years ago our Men’s Bible Study group took 
on the project of reading the entire Bible. So, much 
like you would plant corn, we started at the beginning 
(Genesis) and went to the end (Revelation). We have 
now concluded reading the entire Bible, word for 
word. Our procedure has been to take a chapter or two 
each time, sprinkled with good discussions. Then we 
close with a Psalm and a prayer (often for members 
of our church and others whom our men want to 
remember). 

Along the way we have become like a “band of 
brothers.” As you would expect there have been those 
times where we may have had to agree to disagree, but 
not often. We started out meeting in a little bakery on 
Phillips Ave., but shortly settled in to the Gathering 
Room at the church. Since then we have grown to 
about 40 participants. 

Since we began we have lost a few cherished “brothers” 
through death. We remember them and thank God 
for bringing them home to Glory. That, in spite of my 
warning that nobody in the group is permitted to die! 

We have now decided on a future course. Since many 
joined us along the way, we are going to start over 
and begin again with Genesis. Which leads me to the 
following invitation: All men who can get themselves 
out of the sack on Thursday mornings are wanted and 
welcome to come and join us. 

We meet at 7:30 on Thursday mornings in the 
Gathering Room at First Lutheran. You need 
not be a member of First Lutheran. There will be 
coffee and doughnuts for all. Because the men have 
been generous, we not only pay for the coffee and 
doughnuts, but also are sponsoring a student at Sioux 
Falls Seminary to the tune of twenty-five dollars a 
month. All are welcome. 

The following men, having been a part of the group 
from the beginning, have read the entire Bible: Frank 
Alvine, Lyle Eidsness, John Peckham, Don Erickson, 
Jerry Drake, Dick Kallesen, Howard Bich, Dean 
Everretts, Frank Hansen and Gene Erickson. Perhaps, 
in another ten years or less, we can add many more 
names to that list!

Voice
Adult Choir, College age+
Wednesdays, 7:35–9:05 pm
Dr. Paul Nesheim, Director

Women’s Choir, College age+ 
Wednesdays 6:30–7:30 pm
Dr. Paul Nesheim, Director

Jubilant Singers, 5th–8th gr.
Wednesdays, 5:30 – 6:20 pm
Zachary Brockhoff, Director

FLYGHT, 9th–12th gr.
Wednesdays, 6:45 – 7:40 pm
Zachary Brockhoff, Director

Carol Choir, 1st–4th grades
Saturdays, 10:15 am – Noon
Bonnie Lindgren, Director

Handbells
Agape Ringers, College age+
Tuesdays, 6:30–7:45 pm
Mary Ryrholm, Director

Good Vibrations, 5th–8th gr.
Wednesdays, 4:30 – 5:15 pm
Mary Ryrholm, Director

Belle Campane, 9th–12th gr.
Wednesdays, 4:30–5:15 pm
Ali Hoffman, Director

Attend Financial Peace 
University at First Lutheran
First Lutheran member Phil Olinger wants to help people 
change their financial futures through Dave Ramsey’s 
popular DVD course, “Financial Peace University.” He will 
again be offering these classes on Tuesday nights, Sept. 25 
through Nov. 20, 6 – 8 p.m., in the Manos De Cristo room.

Dave Ramsey uses biblical principles to help people handle 
their money. The class entails a 60-minute video followed 
by a 60-minute group discussion, and weekly review of 
budgets. This class is to help you pay off your debt and lead 
to financial freedom. If you attend all nine classes Phil will 
reimburse you $50, because the class works so well for his 
family, he wants to pass along the savings to you.

You will learn from personal stories, hear Dave’s own story, 
past class members and their struggles, and how Phil and his 
family have learned how baby steps have impacted their lives. 
You will participate in challenges that help show you ways to 
save money on your budget.

To register or for more information, please contact Phil 
Olinger at 605-630-3161 or philolinger@kw.com. Childcare 
will be available upon request.

Music Ministry

around thE church
– Continued from page 1

The Excellence of Christ
When we offer a Sunday morning forum for our High School 
students. When we come to understand what it might mean 
to have a dedicated “hour” for Christian Education (for all 
ages) on a Sunday morning – to better offset the criticism of 
“Christians who have but a fifth-grader’s faith” (see Barbara 
Brown Taylor’s article, “Failing Christianity” in the June 17, 
2008 issue of The Christian Century). When we can offer a 
Bible study series on the book of Romans (who better than 
the Lutheran tradition to understand the depth and richess 
of this text?!), that’s just as “popular” to attend as Bible Study 
Fellowship (with its “non-denominational” misnomer ~ 
i.e. anabaptist). When we can dedicate and turn a big ol’ 
“House/Building” into a Center for Theological Inquiry (an 
off-campus meeting place where small groups can gather for 
“the love of God” (Theophilus; cf. Acts 1:1) as a foundation 
for stronger ministry and mission outreach; or provide an 
annual Veritas Forum for the whole Sioux Falls community 
that invites world-class theologians, writers, poets, physicians, 
musicians, artists to address world-class issues. 

I know of no other congregation like First Lutheran, who 
has the spiritual and financial fire-power, to grow even 
further into the excellence of Christ – not only in education, 
but worship and music, pastoral care, mission outreach, 
evangelism, and…

Family members and friends of First Lutheran Church: 
Thanks for your “partnership in the gospel” (Philippians 
1:5) and for the ongoing excellence in Christian education 
that has been a great heritage for our family of First (II 
Timothy 1:5) … and will continue to be … as we pray for 
the Spirit’s great awakening to see “a still more excellent way” 
(I Corinthians 12:31b). It’s about God’s so loving the world 
that he gave his life for you (John 3:16-17). It’s about your 
setting priorities. And it’s about our love for our Lord in the 
needs of his people (Matthew 25:40).

“Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you 
to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness 
and reverence.” (I Peter 3:15) 

In Christ’s service,

Dr. John Christopherson
Senior Pastor

Senior luncheon – Sept. 11
All First Lutheran senior adults and their friends are 
invited to join us for a delicious catered lunch and an 
entertaining program on the second Tuesday of each 
month. On Tuesday, September 11, at noon, the menu 
will be chicken wild-rice hot dish, corn and a roll. The 
program will be Bobbi Lower speaking about cataracts 
and eye care. Please remember to RSVP for the luncheon 
by calling the church receptionist at 336-3734, before 
Wednesday, September 5. Need a ride? Please call Project 
CAR, 332-2777, by 9 a.m. on Monday, September 10. 
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Grieving with Grace
Date change – Sept. 8

Grieving with Grace is a support group where adults learn about the 
grieving process and how to care for themselves as they work through 
the grief of a loved one’s death. Sessions usually take place on the 
first Saturday morning of the month in the Gathering Room of First 
Lutheran Church, but in September we are meeting on the second 
Saturday, Sept. 8. Social Time begins at 9:30, and the group sessions 
last from 10-11 a.m. For the next several months, we will be journeying 
through the book “Understanding Your Grief,” written by noted grief 
expert Dr. Alan Wolfelt. Participants in our class will receive a free copy 
of the book as well as their own grief journal. All sessions are open 
to first-time participants, and talking out loud is not required. Our 
topic in September will be “Embrace the Uniqueness of Your Grief.” 
If you have questions about Grieving with Grace, reach out to Pastor 
Katherine Olson, the group’s facilitator, at kolson@flcsf.org or 339-
1983, ext. 214.

First Lutheran team  
“Most Improved”

First Lutheran Church was 
presented with an award for 
“Most Improved Team” at 
this year’s walk to benefit the 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness (NAMI). Team Captain 
Sandy Holleman (shown 
above right with Pastor 
Katherine Olson) graciously 
accepted this award on our 
behalf, which is now on 
display in the Care and Health 
Ministries Office.

Feed Seniors NOW Food Drive 
1 in 9 seniors at risk of going hungry 

Beginning Thursday, Sept. 20, Comfort Keepers of Sioux Falls will have 
food drive boxes at First Lutheran and other partner locations to collect 
nonperishable food items for local seniors and raise awareness. Hunger 
is a growing epidemic that affects millions of older Americans trying to 
remain healthy and independent. Start gathering your non-perishable 
food items now, and be ready to bring them to the church starting on 
September 20! Questions, contact Jordan Stone in the Care and Health 
office, jstone@flcsf.org, 339-1983 ext. 237.

Laundry with Love

First Lutheran Church sponsored Church on the Street’s Laundry with 
Love events in July, utilizing funds given to the church by Community 
Bible Study. On two July Tuesday evenings, 7–9 p.m. anyone who 
came in to the laundromat received three free loads of wash and dry, 
detergent and pizza! Activities for kids, conversation, and prayer were 
also available for anyone who desired. Thank you to Church on the 
Street, as well as Community Bible Study, for giving us the opportunity 
to be a partner for this valuable service opportunity!

Pictured above are Harriet Monson, a Church on the Street volunteer, 
Pr. Jeff Backer, Cami Jacobsen and Jordan Stone.

Stretched-out Hands 
and Hearts

By Elizabeth Wood, WELCA member

You never know what you 
will find at the Bazaar 
Overstock Rummage Sale. 
On Saturday, July 28, 2018, 
a few of the ladies working 
found a young man who had 
a three hour pass from the 
Arch. He explained to us that 

he needed shirts, pants, and socks. With a little 
searching, we found the clothing items that he 
needed along with a toiletry kit and some snacks. 
As we sent him on his way, he thanked us and 
asked for us to pray for him. Leaving as quickly 
as he came, his brief visit reminded us what Jesus 
wants us to do, “serve the least of these.” Our 
congregation is so blessed to be able to care, help 
and serve. Words from poet, Charles Thomas 
Studd, came to mind, “Only one life ‘twill soon 
be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.” If 
everyone keeps that in mind, oh what an impact 
we can make for those less fortunate. Count your 
blessings and remember to go in peace and serve 
the Lord, thanks be to God!

Overstock Sale Update
Complied By Kathy Stelzer, WELCA copresident

Elizabeth sums-up our efforts well! As First 
Lutheran Church Women work and serve, God 
gives us unique opportunities to bless others in 
His name. Here is what has happened for Attic 
Treasures this year:

Our donations increased thanks to all of you. 
Lisa Bean and Sharyl Wolf worked to move the 
rummage sale to our Parish Hall. Circle and 
church members volunteered and enjoyed fun 
and fellowship as they organized the first Attic 
Treasures Overstock Rummage Sale in July. 
Gratefully, some advertising costs were donated 
and the sale brought in over $1500 toward the 
bazaar proceeds. Any unsold items were shared 
with our ministry partners, and other local 
missions.

Thanks to the First Lutheran staff, the 
congregation and everyone who contributed in 
any way! Our membership has heeded Paul’s 
words in II Corinthians 8:7, “Since you excel 
in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted 
speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, 
and your love from us—I want you to excel 
also in this gracious act of giving.” (NLT) As in 
the history of FLCW, the members have always 
worked to meet the current needs in the best way 
possible. We will continue with God’s help and 
His many stretched out hands and hearts.

300 blue shirts!
Thanks to a local sporting goods store, there are 
300 additional well-dressed people in Sioux Falls. 
This spring our Quilters received a generous 
donation of over 300 brand new dress shirts 
that could no longer be used by the merchant. 
Knowing that our church has a reputation for 
helping others, the store was confident we could 
put them to good use. Thanks to hours donated 
by our quilters, the store’s label was covered by 
zig-zag stitching and the shirts were donated 
to the Multi-Cultural Center, the Veterans 
Outreach Center, Bishop Dudley House, the 
Union Gospel Mission and Church on the 
Street. Great job quilters!

WELCA at Good Earth 
On a bright sunny August morning 70 folks 
enjoyed an informative and entertaining morning 
as our speaker, Robert Johnson, of Native 
American of Norwegian descent, explained 
the Native American Culture through history 
and story. We were moved by the generous, 
supportive and reverent culture of the first 
South Dakotans and came away with a better 
understanding and appreciation of the Dakota/
Lakota/Nakota heritage. A Native American, 
16-year-old Roosevelt High School student, 
Trinity Raymond, performed a Fancy Shawl 
Dance that dazzled the audience with color, 
sound, movement and her beautiful smile. 
Attendees enjoyed the Native American exhibit, 
movie, and walking trails and highly recommend 
Good Earth State Park. Martha and Lydia/Rachel 
Circles provided delicious breakfast treats. Thanks 
to all who participated in this fun morning.

Sept. 6 meeting at 
Heritage Park

All women of FLC are cordially invited to join 
us for our fall kick-off meeting when we meet 
for an old-fashioned church picnic on the lawn 
of Beaver Creek Lutheran Church at Heritage 
Park at Augustana. We will dine at 5:30 and 
then move to the church for our speaker, former 
Bishop Norm Eitrheim. Bishop Eitrheim 
will take us back to the good old days when 
communities revolved around their churches. 
There will also be a chance to browse through the 
other buildings at the Heritage Park. We hope 
you will join us for our trip down memory lane.

Attention – All First 
Lutheran military 

veterans and active 
duty service members
On November 8, WELCA is planning “A 
Salute to Veterans.” In order to do this, we 
need to know who you are! Would you please 
help us by contacting Marcia Huffman at 
526-4322 or 360-4168, or Kathy Stelzer 
at 332-1820 or 595-8442. It is our prayer 
that you will to join us at our November 
meeting so we are able to thank you for your 
service and honor you for your dedication 
to our country. An All-American program is 
planned with our veterans and active duty 
members as our guests and honorees. 

carE and hEalth Ministry WoMEn’s Ministry
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The Invitation
By Marne Dahle Backer
Director, Youth and Family Ministries

“Come to me, all you that are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.” 
  – Matthew 11:28-29

Well… this text is a little subdued for KICK-OFF 
September! I think the usual plan is to have a pep rally 
and get everyone psyched up to come be involved in 
church and all the amazing ministries that there are for 
you and your family to be a 
part of. Let’s be clear, I’m still 
ALL about that. But maybe the 
invitation is more of a “why” we 
want to be here and part of the 
community of our church. Here’s 
what I know – I need it, you 
need it, we really all need it. We 
need to because it’s our “job” as people of God, you bet, 
but we also really need this for ourselves “come to me”, 
Jesus is calling and we, with our weary souls and often 
heavy burdens need a place that gives us rest. Now “rest” 
might not mean a nap (rats!) but a place to come and be 
filled and renewed by the Holy Spirit. We all feel renewed 
in different ways, so look around, find your fit and be a 
part of the community of believers at FLC! If you’re not 
sure, please come and visit with someone! Blessings to 
you as a new year begins, may you hear God’s voice in 
your soul “Come to me”!

youth and FaMily Ministry

SQUAD High School 
Bible Studies 

This fall we are starting a new High School ministry 
called Super Scripture Supper Sunday (or SQUAD for 
short). Students will meet in groups of 8-10 every other 
Sunday at host homes for a meal and a Bible Study 
from 6 – 8 p.m. Through the course of the semester, 
the groups will rotate through 7 different homes and 
end the year by cooking supper for the gracious hosts at 
the church. The ministry has great potential for inter-
generational ministry at FLC as well as the ability to 
reach students who are too busy during the weekday to 
attend regular High School Ministries.

You can be involved! We are looking for 7 more host 
families who are willing to partner with us for this fall. 
This involves hosting 1-2 times for a group of 8-10 
students and adult leaders--providing supper and a place 
to hold Bible Study. The hosts are welcome to participate 
in the Bible Study and do not need to have children 
currently in the youth program.

The dates we’re currently need to fill are: September 9, 
September 23, October 7, October 21, November 4, 
November 18, and December 2. If you or someone you 
know is interested in investing in FLC’s High School 
Youth in this capacity, please contact Elias Youngquist at 
eyoungquist@flcsf.org

Children’s Scripture 
First Kick-Off

Scripture First kicks-off with Family Orientations on 
Wednesday, Sept. 5, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, 
and Sunday, Sept. 9, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m., in Reformation 
Hall. Come hear about the year and all that is happening 
in Children’s Ministry. 

Registration begins at the Block Party on Wednesday, 
Aug. 29, 5-7 p.m., in the church parking lot. Online 
registration opens on August 30 at flcsf.org/fall-kickoff
Please register your children ASAP. 

•	Please	note:	Class	sizes	are	limited	to	10-12	elementary	
school children/2 shepherds and 6-8 pre-school 
children/2 shepherds. Availability might be limited until 
shepherds have been acquired.

•	Shepherds	Needed!	Please	contact	Heather	Smith	at	
hsmith@flcsf.org if you are willing to be a shepherd. Each 
classroom needs 2 adults (one may be a high school youth.)

Confirmation Start-Up!
Confirmation Large Group Orientations – for 
sixth, seventh and eighth grade AND their parents will 
be held on Wednesday, Sept. 5, 6:30 – 7:30 pm. Sixth 
grade will be in the Gathering Room and seventh and 
eighth will meet in Fellowship Hall.

Wednesday, September 12, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
•	 Acolyte & Usher Training for all seventh and 

eighth graders. Meet in the Sanctuary!

•	 Game Night for all sixth graders. Meet in the 
Sanctuary!

•	 Shepherd Training for all sixth, seventh and eighth 
grade Shepherds. Meet in the Gathering Room!

Confirmation Classes BEGIN – Wednesday, Sept. 19, 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m., in the Sanctuary.

2018 VBS  
and Day Camp

As we wrapped up another wonderful year of 
camping memories for the summer with a great 
week on site of VBS and Day Camp – we begin 
to look ahead to Summer 2019! We cannot 
express enough how awesome the experience of 
going to camp can be for youth and children. 
We know summers fill up, but we hope you’ll 
thoughtfully consider making a week of Bible 
Camp a priority for your children. And… 
to help cover expenses, we have the HyVee 
Fundraisier program. Start buying HyVee cards 
today and you’ll be amazed how quickly the 
funds add up! 

I need it, 
you need it, 
we really all 

need it.

LSS Mentors Needed 
Volunteer just one hour a week

One hour a week may not seem like much time, but you might be surprised by how much that time means to a 
child. Lutheran Social Services Mentoring Services matches volunteer mentors with K-12 students in all public 
school districts in Lincoln and Minnehaha Counties. There are currently more than 1,100 volunteers, however 
there are 468 students on the waiting list for a mentor. Volunteers meet for one hour per week with the goal 
to empower youth to succeed by establishing trusting relationships with adult volunteers. Mentoring works! 
It's about building self-esteem, encouraging positive choices, lending a new perspective, and being a friend to a 
young person who needs someone in their corner. Contact us at 605-444-7803 or mentoring@lsssd.org.

Celebrate with us at the Fall Mixer
Please join us on Monday, Sept. 17, 5–7 p.m. at LSS, 300 E. 6th Street.  

We want mentors and non-mentors alike to join together to celebrate volunteering.
Food	available	for	purchase	-	Papa	Woody's	Pizza	and	Yellow	Submarine	food	trucks		•		Live	music	by	Complete	

Weddings	and	Events		•		Drawing	for	gift	cards	and	other	prizes		•		Fellowship,	games	and	FUN!

MOPS
The MOPS (Mothers of Pre-Schoolers) group will 
host a launch party on Tuesday, Sept. 11, 5:30–
7:30 p.m., in the Friendship Room. Free dinner 
and childcare will be provided. Come find out 
more about this group of moms and how we can 
support and encourage you while you parent young 
children. This year’s theme is “Find Your Fire.”
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church council
Officers/Executive Committee
Brian Aamlid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Aaron Ellingsen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
Eric Severson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Mindy Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Dr. John Christopherson . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor
Terri Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Member-at-Large
David Van Veldhuizen. . . . . . .Member-at-Large

Council Representatives
Care	&	Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cindy Forsburg
Education	&	Discipleship	 . . . . . Alma Kallesen
Evangelism	&	Outreach . . . . . Colleen Kokenge
Finance,	Admin.	&	Property . . . . . Lyle Eidsness
FLCW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathy Stelzer
Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Simmons
Stewardship	&	Giving . . . . . . . . . Birgit Peterson
Welcome	&	Community. . . . . . . . . Deb Nelson
Worship	&	Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Moore
Youth	&	Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Ready

First luthEran church 
staFF dirEctory

Pastoral Staff
(203) Dr. John Christopherson. . . . .Senior Pastor
(210) Rev. Lars Olson. . . . . . . . . Executive Pastor
(209) Rev. Jeff Backer . . . . . . . . . Associate Pastor
(214) Rev. Katherine Olson* . . . Associate Pastor
(202) Rev. Bob Chell*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. David Houck*. . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Roger Noer* . . . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Dennis Tranberg* . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Dave Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . .Emeritus

Administrative Staff
(211) Jody Bymers . . . . . . .Finance Administrator
(202) Donna Jahr . . . . . . . Secretary to the Pastors
(236) Marilyn McNeill . . . .Church Administrator
(201) Kristi Zuraff*. . . . . . . . Receptionist/Admin
(201) Cleo Sorensen* Receptionist/Mbr. Secretary

Care and Health Ministries
(202) Cheryl Satterlee* . . . Wedding Coordinator
(237) Jordan Stone . . . . . . . . Caring Coordinator

Media Ministry
(252) Susan Bell . .Communications Coordinator
(213) Jared Callahan* Communications Assistant
(213) Kathy Hein* . . . . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Garrett Masters* . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) David Palmer*. . . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Hons Oakland*. . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Tanner Wangsness* . . . . Broadcast Director

Facilities
(201) Dave Wilson . . . . . . . . . . .Facility Manager
(201) Rick East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Custodian 
(201) Jeff Hartnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Custodian

Worship and Music Ministries
(261) Shirley Barlow* . . . Administrative Assistant
(260) Zachary Brockhoff . . . . Director/Organist,

FLYGHT and Jubilant Singers Director
(261) Donna Hamilton*. . . . . . . . . .Accompanist 
(261) Dr. Jerry Hanson* . .Dir. of Music Emeritus
(261) Ali Hoffman* . . . Youth Handbell Director
(261) Marcia Kittelson* . . . . . . Organist Emerita
(261) Bonnie Lindgren* . . . Carol Choir Director
(261) Dr. Paul Nesheim* . . Adult Choir Director 

Women’s Choir Director
(261) Larry Olson* . . . . . Contemporary Worship 
(261) Mary Ryrholm*. . . Agape Ringers Director
(261) Sue Severson* . . . . . . . . . . . . .Accompanist
(261) Pam Sonnichsen* Instrumental Coordinator

Youth and Family Ministries
(204) Marnie Dahle Backer . . . . . . . . . .Director
(228) Nancy Henrichsen* . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Gayle Johnson* . . . . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Irma Rodriguez Leon* Nursery Attendant
(238) Heather Smith . . . . . . Children’s Minister
(228) Kris Stark* . . . . . . . . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Samantha Stark* . . . . . . .NurseryAttendant
(235) Elias Youngquist . . . . . . . .Youth Minister

( )=Direct dial phone extensions  
*Part-time

Main phone:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-3734
Direct dial: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 339-1983
Toll-free:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(800) 425-9899
Fax:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-8370
Pastoral emergency: . . . . . . . . .(605) 610-9431
Custodian cell: . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 351-8281
Project CAR: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 332-2777

Births
June 22, Katherine Pearl Terpstra, 

daughter of Ben and Erin 
Terpstra

Baptisms
July 8, Elijah Jason Peter Phillips, son of 

Jason and Amanda Phillips
July 21, Lucas James Goldstine, son of 

Scott and Sara Goldstine
July 22, Kynlee Nichole Huisman, 

daughter of Josh and Falon 
Huisman

July 22, Bentley August Bixby, JaCori 
Keston King and Tyshawd 
Malik Jenkins great- grandsons, 
of Ron and Cindy Moegenburg

July 29, Covin Fox Thompson, son of 
Keith and Ashley Thompson

July 29, Coulson Dale Hoyt, son of 
Nathan and Jodi Hoyt

July 29, Ozzy Lee Walker, son of 
Brandon and Alyssa Walker

Weddings
July 14, Bryce Vossler and Elizabeth 

Garcia
July 21, Ryan O’Toole and Lyndsay 

Claussen

Deaths
April 7, Howard Carl Friedrich
June 13, James “Jim” Arshem
July 3, Joanne Gerdes 
July 16, Jeanette McConnell
July 23, Doris Galstad
July 31, Richard Pedersen

Special Congregational Meeting
Minutes - August 5, 2018

A special First Lutheran Church 
congregational meeting was held 
in the Sanctuary of First Lutheran 
August 5, 2018, for the purpose of 
considering funding for a campus-
wide HVAC (Heating, Ventilation, 
and Air Conditioning) renovation 
project. A quorum of voting members 
was present. The meeting was called to 
order by Brian Aamlid, congregational 
president, and an opening prayer 
was offered by Pastor Lars Olson. 
Informational comments were made by 
Dr. Aamlid, Lyle Eidsness, chairman of 
the Property Board, and Dave Wilson, 
Facilities	Manager.	G&R	Controls	had	
performed an exhaustive evaluation of 
our aging and failing HVAC system and 
provided recommendations for updates 
and replacements. 

The initial estimate for the entire 
project, to address the HVAC needs 
of the entire campus, separated into a 
cooling system segment and a heating 
system segment, was more than $2 
million. It was felt at the staff, executive 
committee, and church council levels 
(and	with	input	from	G&R)	that	
dividing the project into two phases 
was most reasonable and financially 
responsible. Bids were obtained for 
completion of phase 1 which included 
replacing the current chillers and air 
conditioning blowers with a single 
200 ton chiller, addressing ductwork 
and air handling needs, and installing 
new control panels. The bid for phase 
1 was $1,124,820. The planned phase 
2 would be replacement of the boilers 
to address the heating portion of the 
system; all other work would have been 
completed in phase 1. It was anticipated 
that phase 2 would be in the cost range 
of $800,000. 

Anticipating a vote by the congregation 
to fund phase 1 of the HVAC project, 
the Financial Advisory Team had 
evaluated funding options and had 
recommended a $1.2 million line 

of credit from our current banking 
partner, First Dakota National Bank. 
This recommendation was approved by 
the church council. 

A motion was made by Wayne Mitchell 
to approve the $1.2 million line of 
credit to proceed with phase 1 of the 
HVAC project; the motion received 
a second. In the course of discussion, 
it was brought to the attention of the 
congregation that Dave Wilson had 
learned	from	G&R	a	few	days	prior	
that the boiler replacement (phase 2) 
cost should not exceed $350,000. An 
astute questioner from the congregation 
queried the disparity between the 
original complete project estimate of 
more than $2 million and an apparent 
final cost of approximately $1.5 
million (pending actual boiler bid). It 
appeared that the disparity in figures 
related	to	an	effort	by	G&R	to	avoid	
underestimation, some duplication 
of project components in the cooling 
system and heating system segments 
of the estimate, and inclusion in the 
estimate of a lighting project that has, 
in the interim, already been completed 
with available funds. 

Mary Eich offered an amendment that 
the line of credit be increased to $1.5 
million such that the HVAC project 
could be completed in a single phase. 
The amendment received a second. 
After discussion, the amendment was 
accepted by unanimous voice vote. The 
amended motion was then discussed 
and approved by unanimous voice vote. 
Thus, with congregational approval, 
First Lutheran will obtain a $1.5 
million line of credit from First Dakota 
National Bank to fund the entirety of 
the campus-wide HVAC renovation 
project in a single phase. 

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian Aamlid

Mission
First Lutheran Church welcomes all 
people into the community of Jesus 
Christ, equipping and sending them 
forth to serve and witness in Jesus’ name.

GuidinG principlEs
We are grounded in the great 

commandment of Jesus. 
(Matthew 22:34-40)

We are grounded in the great 
commission of Jesus.  
(Matthew 28:16-20)

We are committed to welcome 
and minister to all people. 

We are committed to equipping  
people for ministry. 

We are committed to service in  
our community and world. 

We are committed to a ministry  
of relationship building. 

We are committed to our heritage  
and identity as a reforming church. 

We are committed to excellence 
in broadcast ministry.

Worship sErvicEs
Saturday (Chapel)   
 5 p.m.  Vespers/Communion
Sunday (Sanctuary) 
  8 a.m. Traditional Worship  

with Communion 
  9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
  11 a.m. Contemporary Worship
Media Ministries Broadcasts
  8 a.m. KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
  11 a.m. KSFY (Sioux Falls),  

KPRY (Pierre) and  
KABY (Aberdeen)

First Word is the monthly newspaper of 
First Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, 
S.D. It is distributed to members of the 
congregation and others upon request. 
Opinions expressed in First Word 
are those of the authors and are not 
necessarily shared by the First Lutheran 
Church congregation or staff. The 
editors of First Word reserve the right 
to edit submissions. 

Newsletter submissions are due the 
first business day of the month. 
Please submit articles or questions 
regarding First Word to Susan Bell, 
Communications Coordinator, at 
sbell@flcsf.org. Reader feedback is 
always welcome. First Word is available 
to read or download online at  
flcsf.org/firstword.

www.youtube.com/flcsf

www.facebook.com/flcsf

@FirstLutheranSF

@firstlutheransf
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Council highlights July 2018
If there is an item that you as a church member wish to add to an upcoming Council meeting agenda, please contact Marilyn McNeill, Business Administrator, at  
339-1983 ext. 236, or mmcneill@flcsf.org. Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of each month. First Lutheran Church members are welcome to visit meetings.

•	 Pastor	Lars	thanked	Deb	Nelson	of	the	Welcome	&	
Community board for all the positive changes in the 
atrium. 

•	 We	are	in	the	process	of	hiring	a	Communications	
Director.

•	 Pastor	Lars	gave	a	presentation	on	a	potential	new	
software called Planning Center to replace our 
current database. This system is user friendly and 
allows members and leaders to connect and update 
information themselves. 

•	 The	WELCA	held	an	overstock	Bazaar	Rummage	
Sale that went very well.

•	 Elias	Youngquist,	Youth	Minister	at	FLC,	is	asking	
members to consider hosting supper on Sunday 
evenings for High School ministry. If interested, 
please contact him. 

•	 A	task	force	is	being	held	to	recommend	a	consulting	
group to help with a capital campaign. It will take 
six months to a year to get the campaign in place. 

•	 A	sound	system	update	will	be	part	of	a	smaller	
campaign in the very near future. 

•	 Luther	House	of	Study	will	be	needing	their	first	
payment of $50,000 soon. Currently $38,000 has 
been raised. 

•	 Eric	Severson	shared	with	the	council	that	the	
Financial Advisory Team asked for proposals to 
seek the best interest rate for financing up to $1.2 
million for cooling system. They proposed we stay 
with First Dakota National Bank, our current bank, 
who offered 4.25% with $1 million bank account 
balance or 4.5% if between $500 and $1 million. 
The council approved this bank.

•	 The	council	approved	a	pet	policy	for	First	Lutheran	
Church.

•	 Alma	Kallesen	shared	what	is	happening	on	the	
Education	&	Discipleship	Board.	The	primary	
goal of the board is to spread the Gospel to all 
people. Current things in place are: Men’s Bible 
Study, Young Adult Bible Study, Senior Luncheon, 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study led by the 
preaching pastor and Scripture First. New items 
are being planned such as Saturday morning Bible 
Study/Coffee for parents of the Carol Choir. There 
will no longer be Wednesday night adult forums. 
Pastor Jeff will open up 7th grade confirmation to 
members a few times. Ideas still being discussed are 
developing podcasts and devotions online.

Media broadcast sponsors 
June and July

First Lutheran Church’s worship can be seen every Sunday at 11 a.m. on KSFY, 
KPRY and KABY in South Dakota, southwest Minnesota, northwest Iowa and 
northeast Nebraska. A live radio broadcast of worship is aired Sundays at 8 a.m. 
on KELO-FM, 101.9.

KELO broadcast sponsored:
June 3: By Karen Pratt in memory of 

Vince and Naomi Pratt’s wedding 
anniversary which would have been 
June 10.

June 10: In memory of Albert and Esther 
Berdahl, who were married at First 
Lutheran Church on June 11, 1937, 
given by their family.

June 17: In honor of Doris Salem who 
celebrated her birthday on June 23 by 
her family.

June 24: By John Hillgren in loving 
memory of Ralph and Priscilla 
Hillgren, and in memory of their 
daughter, Sonja Dorothy Hillgren. It 
is made possible through a gift to the 
First Lutheran Church Foundation.

July 1: In honor of Gladys Halstenson’s 
101st birthday given by her family.

July 22: In loving memory of Leon 
Doescher and Earl Doescher by the 
Bob Doescher family.

July 29: In loving memory of Ardis Hill 
and Ione Simons by Orville Hill and 
family.

KSFY telecast (fully sponsored 
unless noted otherwise):
June 3: By Jean and Lyle Eidsness in honor 

of their 55th wedding anniversary 
which was June 8.

June 10: In memory of Muriel and 
Deb Ekeland by their family, Norm 
Ekeland,	Rob	&	Kari	Ekeland	and	
Rachel Levine.

June 17: In recognition of Joyce M. 
Ashley’s parents through earnings from 
her memorial gift to the First Lutheran 
Church Foundation.

June 24: In memory of David and Susan 
Lankford by the earnings of a gift to 
the First Lutheran Church Foundation 
from their family and friends. David 
and Susan would have celebrated their 
anniversary on June 23.

July 8: By earnings of the Griffin 
Endowment for Media Ministry, 
through the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation.

July 29: In loving memory of Ruby Mutch 
by Milton Mutch, their children and 
grandchildren.

KSFY closed captioning:
June 10: In memory of Albert and Esther 

Berdahl, who were married at First 
Lutheran Church on June 11, 1937, 
given by their family.

July 29: In celebration of Alex Clark’s 
ordination to Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament on July 29 in the sanctuary 
at 2:00 p.m., by his family.

Sponsorships available 
Worship broadcasts are made possible 
by supporters from all around 
the country. To learn more about 
sponsoring a radio broadcast, telecast 
or closed captioning in honor of, 
or in memory of a loved one, or in 
celebration of a special life event, 
please call Donna Jahr at (605) 339-
1983, ext. 202. Donations of any size 
will help the broadcast ministry. 

Please call for additional open dates.
KELO radio broadcast sponsorships 
($150) available for Sept. 2, 16, 23, 
30;	Oct.	7,	14	&	28.

KSFY telecast sponsorships ($1300) 
are available for Oct. 7.

Closed captioning sponsorships for 
the weekly KSFY telecasts ($140) are 
available on Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; 
Oct.	7,	14,	21	&	28.

Un-sponsored broadcasts, telecasts and 
closed captioning are made possible 
in part through gifts and memorials 
to First Lutheran Church Media 
Ministries.

Financial sErvicEs

Gifts and memorials
Gifts to the FLC Foundation 
in memory of:
Jim Arshem; Gary	&	Shirley	Barlow,	
LeRoy	&	Janet	Halstenson,	David	&	
Diane Helberg, Scott and Joel;  
Barbara Simpson

Joanne Gerdes: Dorothy Grevlos
Sally Harp: Dorothy Grevlos
Iola Nelson: Don	&	Florence	Toft

Gifts to Caring Ministry in 
memory of:
Joanne Gerdes:	Elizabeth	&	Jay	Wood
Sally Harp:	Elizabeth	&	Jay	Wood
Iola Nelson: Richard	&	Tanya	Ask,	
Lowell	&	Eunice	Bye,	Lillian	Carlson,	
Phyllis	Day,	James	&	Sandra	Fink,	
Ramiro	&	Darla	Flores,	Glenn	&	
Monica Gibson, Dorothy Grevlos, 
Audrey Hein, Kathleen Heligas, 
Orville Hill, Ruth Lone, Carl 
Martinek,	Carl	&	Janet	Naessig,	Bruce	
&	Marilyn	Olson,	Robert	&	Victoria	
ONeil,	Tracie	Osthus,	Howard	&	Lou	
Ann Paulson, Sandra Pederson, Darrell 
&	LaVonne	Reyelts,	Mitchell	&	Julie	
Richter,	James	&	Wadetta	Ricketts,	
Judy	Sona,	Kevin	&	Sheryl	Steele,	Jay	
&	Elizabeth	Wood

Gifts to Media Ministry in 
honor of:
Pastor Jeff Backer Ordination: Mary 

Eich, Marilyn Eikanger
Frank Hansen 90th birthday: Marv 

Widmann

Gifts to Media Ministry in 
memory of:
Ona Anderson:	Gerald	&	Barbara	

Entringer, FLC Women of the ELCA
Jim Arshem: LaVonne Wolf
Mrs. Ed Clausen: Mary Ann Hallberg
Joanne Gerdes: Gerald	&	Barbara	

Entringer
Sally Harp: FLC Women of the ELCA, 

Carl Martinek
Jeanette McConnell: Joan Anderson, Pr. 
Franklin	&	Marit	Pudas

Iola Nelson:	E.G.	Boyles,	Eric	&	Mona	
Hohman,	Jeff	&	Edna	Husman,	Jerald	
&	Lynn	Moser,	John	&	Lori	Simpson,	
Kathleen Stelzer, Friends

Vernold Olson:	Larry	&	Betty	Olson
Gary Robbins: Jeff	&	Edna	Husman
Migs Sommers: FLC Women of the ELCA
Darlene South: Lillian Carlson, FLC 

Women of the ELCA

Gifts to Quilters in memory of:
Joanne Gerdes: Bob	&	Carolyn	Bauman,	
Pr.	Franklin	&	Marit	Pudas

Marcella Hauan: Dennis	&	Jane	King
Iola Nelson: Irene	Altemus,	Alan	&	Janet	

Saatkamp
Darlene South: Robert South

Gifts to Volunteer Shop in 
honor of:
Jake Hofer Family & Friends:	Jake	&	

Norma Hofer

Gifts to Volunteer Shop in 
memory of:
Iola Nelson: Norman Ekeland

MEdia Ministry

Financial update as of July 31, 2018
Total Revenue, year-to-date

2018 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,189,873
2017 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,161,408

Total Expenses, year-to-date
2018 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,146,597
2017 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,127,067

Contract For Deed – Ideal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $289,625

“God’s Gifts-Our Responsibility” income, to date . . . . . . . . . . . $4,040,314

Worship Attendance, July . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,860
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Don’t get stuck in the details!
By Jeff Backer, Associate Pastor  
for Evangelism & Outreach

I don’t know if you sense it, but 
things are a buzz around First 
Lutheran these days. As you are 
reading this, we have begun to “kick 
off” (every football pun intended) 
the new programmatic year. There 
has been so much discussion 
and planning happening around 
council and boards, a new layout 

in the commons area on Sunday 
mornings with Katie’s Commons, 
education schedules have been 
worked out, and confirmation 
starts soon. The Bazaar work is in 
full swing, and WELCA circles are 
gathering again regularly. Worship 
planning has happened up to the 
beginning of Lent by Zachary and 
the pastoral staff. We are getting 
a new AC and heating system 
that will make time in this place 
much more comfortable. There 
are so many good things that are 
happening here at First Lutheran 
Church. 

However, we often times get so caught up in the minutia 
of all that is going on and what must be done to take 
pause to ask, why are we doing this? What I mean to ask 
is, what is the real purpose in all of these opportunities? 

I had a recent conversation with someone here at First 
Lutheran about an idea that has been floating around to 
offer Lefse making classes this fall. When I asked them 
why they wanted to offer the class, their response was 
so that there were more people that could make Lefse 
for the Bazaar. While this class has a practical function 

(and I am not resisting this function), I had to chuckle, 
because we often miss the real point in why we do the 
things we do. It is through all of the many things we 
do that allows us to get to know others, and to build 
relationships in this place; to learn each other’s stories, 
and to support and encourage one another individually 
and in Christian community. When we welcome new 
people to become members here at First Lutheran and 
I ask why they want to join, I almost never hear it is 
because of the programming we offer. Yes, often it has 
to do with a certain worship style, or the music we are 
known for, and sometimes we even hear it is about the 

preaching! But at the end of it 
all, most of the comments are 
about the personal connections 
and relationships that have been 
made here. And taking this line 
of thought to the “Nth” degree, 
why we do all of the things… is 
so the gospel of Jesus Christ can 
be heard! 

Another important comment 
made by the new people joining 
is that they were personally 
invited by someone to come 
and be a part of this family 
of faith. There is no amount 

of programming or marketing that we can do that 
outperforms the power of a personal invitation from one 
person to another. You interact every day with many 
people that are searching for a place and relationships 
that lift up their lives rather than tear them down. Be 
brave, invite others to come be a part of this family of 
faith that God has called us to be. Invite others to come 
and experience what makes this place so important, in 
a world that shudders because of the human condition, 
invite others to come and hear the good news of Jesus 
Christ and all he has done…FOR YOU!

September Special 
Offering Envelope: 

Lutheran World Relief
By Mike Minehart, E & O Board member

The special offering envelope for this month is for 
Lutheran World Relief. Your donation goes to help people 
all over the world who are suffering. The organization 
assists people with need in agriculture, emergency 
situations and adapting to any climate change that affects 
their environment.

The organization helps people who need assistance in 
growing food for the community. They help with seeing 
that there is a sufficient amount of food, that it is safe to 
eat and that the food they grow is nutritious.

Lutheran World Relief helps people who experienced 
emergency situations to see that they are provided with 
proper food and shelter. They help people with repairing 
and securing their homes after dangerous weather 
situations such as hurricanes or heavy rain. They also help 
assist with providing drinking water to people suffering 
from drought.

The organization also helps communities adapt to climate 
change. They help them when the weather affects growing 
food and when proper shelter is needed during changes in 
the weather.

Please consider giving to support this important 
worldwide ministry. You may place your special offering 
envelope in the offering plate or drop it off at the 
Information Desk in the Welcome Center. Please keep 
Lutheran World Relief in your prayers.

EvanGElisM and outrEach MinistriEs

Necessities for Neighbors 2 begins Sept. 18
As a partner in the Charis Ministries partnership, First Lutheran 
will start to host a monthly Necessities for Neighbors distribution 
the third Tuesday of each month from 6–7 p.m. in the Reformation 
Hall. Necessities for Neighbors distributes practical goods that are 
not available with SNAP benefits like toilet paper, laundry detergent, 
feminine hygiene products, and some personal care items when 
available. Starting in September, we see the need for nearly 1500 rolls 
of toilet paper a month. If you are so moved, you may contribute to 
support this important ministry. We are seeking a corps of volunteers 
to help with this ministry. Please contact Pastor Jeff at jbacker@flcsf.org 
for more details.

We welcome Bishop 
Dr. Victoria Cortez 
Rodriguez Sept. 2

The South Dakota Synod and First Lutheran Church 
welcome Bishop Dr. Victoria Cortez Rodriguez to 
First Lutheran on Sunday, Sept. 2. Bishop Victoria will 
give a welcome from the Lutheran Church of Faith 
and Hope in Nicaragua. Members of the SD Synod 
Companion Synod committee will be here along with 
the Bishop in the Gathering Room to talk about the 
current situation in Nicaragua. Please plan to attend 
this unique opportunity to talk with our brothers and 
sisters in the church from Nicaragua. 

Worship at St. Dysmas
FLC will again worship with the St. Dysmas 
congregation at the South Dakota Penitentiary on 
Thursday, Sept. 20. This is an amazing opportunity 
to witness the work of the gospel inside the walls 
of the prison. Security paperwork is required and is 
due by Wednesday, Sept. 5. Visitor paperwork may 
be picked up at the FLC Information Desk or you 
can get it online at www.stdysmas.com/visiting. 

St. Francis House  
recognizes FLC

The St. Francis House recognized our 
partnership by awarding First Lutheran Church 
with the “Instrument of Love” award on July 
30 for our continued support to the St. Francis 
House ministry and programs.


