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Come, Holy Spirit
The South Dakota Synod Assembly 2019

May 31 – June 1

By John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

The South Dakota Synod 
Assembly (representing 212 
congregations across the 
state of South Dakota) will 
be gathering at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran in Sioux Falls on 
the weekend of May 31 

and June 1 – with its traditional sharing 
of ministry and mission reports, biblically 
focused workshops, and congregational 
conversations . However, this year we will 
especially be giving prayerful focus to 
the matter of electing a new Bishop . Our 
South Dakota Synod’s Constitution Bylaws 
(S8 .51 .10) state that a Bishop may serve 
up to two consecutive six-year terms . Our 
current bishop, the Rev . David Zellmer, has 
now served the maximum tenure and is not 
eligible for re-election . Bishop Zellmer has 
been a steadfast servant of Christ over these 
past 12 years, and on behalf of the family of 
First Lutheran, I’d like to offer up a word of 
thanksgiving .

(As a way of honoring Bishop Zellmer’s 
tenure and giving opportunity to address 
our four-state area, as he concludes his 12 
years as Bishop – via our KELO broadcast 
and KSFY telecast – Bishop Zeller preached 
at the 8, 9:30, and 11 a .m . worship services 
on Easter Sunday .)

Over the past three to four decades, 
the office of the Bishop (quite frankly 

in any denomination) has become an 
incredibly complex calling – demanding 
an arduous balancing act of pastoral 
care, crisis intervention, administrative 
responsibilities, huge amounts of travel 
(including our Companion Synods in 
Nicaragua and Cameroon), and a growing 
need for creative wisdom in addressing 
clergy shortage and the attending number 
of rural parish vacancies (which to date 
include some two dozen ELCA parishes 
throughout South Dakota) . Through 
long-distance learning models – specifically 
through Sioux Falls Seminary with Luther 
House of Study here in Sioux Falls and 
Luther Seminary in St . Paul – First 
Lutheran is proud to identify (6) affiliated 
staff/members who are currently in 
seminary studies! Based on a staff member’s 
report from our ELCA Church-wide Office 
in Chicago last fall, this is the strongest 
number of seminary students per capita of 
any congregation in the ELCA nationwide . 
Bishop Zellmer has been a major catalyst in 
making this possible .

On Sunday afternoon, March 6, 2019, 
Conferences of the South Dakota Synod 
met for pre-assembly gatherings across the 
state; again, with special focus given to the 
upcoming election of a new bishop . As part 
of the Crossroads Conference (basically the 
greater Sioux Falls area), our First Lutheran 
delegates and entire pastoral staff gathered 
at East Side Lutheran . First Lutheran’s 
delegates included: Leslee Barness, Lyle 
Eidsness, Aaron Ellingsen, Erin Kaiser, 
Colleen Kokenge, Dan Lindquist, Mindy 
Moore, and Deb Nelson .

Based on an Executive Summary of a 
synod-wide congregational survey and 
conversations that were prompted by a 
Bible Study, the gathering of our Crossroads 
Conference at East Side Lutheran identified 
the following characteristics that we hope 
to find in the next, newly elected Bishop 
of the South Dakota Synod . The following 
characteristics include, but are certainly not 
exhaustive of, the conversations:
(1) providing Christ-centered visionary 

leadership, 
(2) pastoral support of rostered leaders 

(“being a pastor to the pastors”), 
(3) raising-up and recruiting new pastors 

and lay leaders, 
(4) possessing strong and engaging 

communication and relational skills, 
(5) attentive to rural ministry needs, 
(6) ability to work ecumenically with 

various advocacy, community, and 
social issues, 

(7) lifting-up and strengthening Youth 
and Family ministries, 

(8) bringing theological and pastoral 
acuities for resolving conflict where 
congregations are in crisis or transition, 

(9) strong knowledge of God’s Word as 
revealed in Scripture and an excellence 
and reverent spirit in preaching;

(10) a bishop who would be affirming, 
accountable, attentive in his/her 
listening skills, and trustworthy and 
able to serve as a confident yet humble 
spiritual mentor .
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From The Children 2019 

By Bonnie Lindgren,  
Carol Choir Director

Knock, Knock .
Who’s There?
Sherwood .
Sherwood who?
Sherwood like you to come to  
“FROM THE CHILDREN .”

Carol Choir will present their 44th year of 
“From the Children” at the 9:30 worship 
service on Sunday, May 5 . Each year, 
“From the Children” is the culminating 
end-of-the-singing-year event . The official 
name is “A Gift From the Children .” 
Indeed, it is a precious gift . God’s message 

is delivered from 
the hearts of 

these children 
(grades 1-4), 
as they sing 
their songs, 
narrate and 
dialogue 
the message, 

read the 
Scriptures, take 

the offering, and 
play the instruments . 

“From the Children” is not a musical or a 
show; it is a worship service . Everything 
is based on and supported by the Bible . 
The goal for this special service is the 
very same goal every time Carol Choir 
sings—in the children’s own words: “to 
sing our songs for God .” When I call 
out: “To God alone be the Glory,” Carol 
Choir returns a resounding: “SOLI DEO 
GLORIA!” At the same time, they spread 
the JOY of the Lord and God’s message 
into the hearts of the congregation and 
others who are fortunate enough to see 
and hear them sing .

Annually, “From the Children” focuses 
on a new theme . The theme this year is 
“Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door” 
(Revelation 3:20) . Although the script is 
new, the very same basic story is told every 
year . Carol Choir “tells the Bible”: God is 
our Creator, Giving thanks to the Lord; 
Sin entered the world; God’s Plan to save 
us through His very own Son—Jesus, and 
the PROMISE given to US .

In “From the Children,” Carol Choir sings 
most of the anthems they have sung at 
worship services throughout the year . The 
script evolves from these same anthems . 
Some of the third and fourth grade girls 
of Carol Choir also are in Motion Choir, 
which practices half an hour before regular 
rehearsals on Saturday mornings . In 
“From the Children,” Motion Choir prays 
“The Lord’s Prayer” through the beautiful 
expression of reverent movement . 

Here is a sneak preview of “From the 
Children” 2019:

“You are not alone, Nate .

Jesus promises to be with you always,  
no matter what . 

He says He is standing at the door 
knocking and waiting for YOU to open it . 

Be still, and listen to your heart .
Can you hear?”

What a delight it is to hear the message 
of God spoken from the mouths and 
hearts of God’s very own little ones—
the children! So, be sure to mark your 
calendars now for:

“From the Children”
Sunday, May 5, 2019,  

at the 9:30 a.m. Worship Service
(It may also be viewed on KSFY during  

our regular 11 a.m. telecast.)

P.S. A message from Carol Choir: 
(Carol Choir:) Knock, Knock .
(You:) Who’s there?
(Carol Choir:) It’s YOU, Silly!
So, C’mon in to hear the GOOD 
NEWS we want to share with you in 
“From the Children .”
SOLI DEO GLORIA!

“Somebody’s Knocking at Your Door”

See SYNOD ASSEMBLY, page 2

Manz Hymn Festival 
Sunday, May 12

Invite a friend and join us!

Reserve Your 
Tickets Today
Free tickets for the hymn 
festival are available at the 
First Lutheran reception desk 
or reserve tickets at 
flcsf.org/hymnfestival.

Come experience the joy of 
music!
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Around the ChurCh

Meet Ryan & Celina Hoffman and Family
By Lars Olson, Executive Pastor

First Lutheran Church is a community 
of faith gathered to hear God’s Word 
of good news in Jesus Christ . In such 
a large community, it is valuable to 
make opportunities to get to know 
one another better . We hope articles 
highlighting individuals and families of 
our congregation help us all to know 

and care for one another . Here is our interview:

Tell us about yourselves.

We have a blended family consisting of his, hers, and 
ours . If you’d like to know 
more about how that all 
works, we are always willing 
to share our story . We 
have six boys: Cyrus (13), 
Jackson (11), Lincoln (10), 
Braxton (9), Korbin (4), 
and Grayson ( .25) . Celina 
works at CNA Surety as a 
Licensing Specialist, which 
means she’s responsible 
for maintaining insurance 
agents’ licensing throughout 
the United States . Ryan 
works at IS Restaurant 
Design, Equipment & 
Supply as a Designer and 
Draftsman . He has helped 
with many different projects 
throughout Sioux Falls and 
the surrounding area . We are both from the Sioux Falls 
area and recently built a home on an acreage between 
Dell Rapids and Chester, South Dakota—we needed 
the space .

For fun, we enjoy many different activities all together, 
but it just depends on the time of year . When it’s just 
mom and dad time, we like to be around friends and 
family—whether that’s around a campfire, canoeing, 
or going to a concert—there’s never a dull moment . 
We love to travel and camp with the kids . Anything 
outdoors—could be as simple as kickball in the yard, 
ramps in the front yard, building something or jumping 
on the trampoline . With our latest addition, Grayson, 
added to the mix, we have spent most of our time 
running around like chickens with our heads cut off 
from one activity to the next . Along with our church 
involvement with confirmation and Sunday school, the 
boys are involved in a Cadets program in Colton, South 
Dakota; an archery program through Tri-Valley School; 
they all play instruments—so band and chorus concerts 
are always popping up; Dad coaches soccer for three of 
the boys; they play baseball, football, and basketball . 
So if you see us and we look frazzled, it’s probably 

because we are . That said…we know it is all part of the 
experience, and we love every second of it .

How is First Lutheran important to you?

Here at the church, Celina helps with confirmation 
classes, and Ryan helps teach Sunday School . Ryan 
has been with the church from day one . His parents, 
Steve and Terri Hoffman, have been members since the 
80s, and his sister, Dana Hoffman, has as well and just 
recently joined the Adult Choir here at First Lutheran . 
Celina joined the church when we first started dating, 
and in April of 2016, Pastor John married us in the 
Chapel . The people and the warmth of the church 

keep us here . Honestly, 
the number of people 
willing to step forward 
and introduce themselves 
is astounding . Between 
that and the simple smiles 
from the more seasoned 
members, it’s like a gift from 
above that will always pull 
us back in . We want the 
boys to have a place they 
can come anytime and feel 
comfortable worshiping 
God with other people or 
just a place to leave their 
sins behind . We will likely 
always be members of the 
church, as we want our 
children to have it be a place 
they can feel right at home 
just as we do . 

How do you teach faith at home?

When it comes to praying, we bow our heads and say a 
simple blessing before each meal at the kitchen table and 
with family, we say the Lord’s Prayer on our knees each 
night with each boy separately before bedtime . Bedtime 
prayers are probably the most peaceful few minutes of 
our day other than sleep . Each child has his own quirk 
when he says the prayer, whether that’s alternating verses 
or just keeping track of where they are in the prayer . You 
might think they forget the prayer, but I think they get 
a moment where all is quiet and they are forced to shut 
down, and so they become lost in the words . It really is a 
beautiful and sometimes comical time for us . 

Our family teaches faith by example, and we learn faith 
daily . We truly think much of where faith is used is in 
its push for honesty, integrity, and forgiveness . It can be 
as simple as remembering to wash our hands and not 
lie about whether we used soap . Or, it can be as large as 
making sure we are always treating others as we would 
like to be treated . I don’t know that we need to elaborate 
on forgiveness, but believe me, we all need that aspect 
more than anything in our household .

Continued from page 1

Synod Assembly
As to the upcoming 
election process for the 
next Bishop of the South 
Dakota Synod, I strongly 
recommend that you 
watch the video that is posted on the SD Synod 
website at sdsynod.org – wonderfully and prayerfully 
articulated by the Vice President of our South 
Dakota Synod, Carla Borchardt . And so, please keep 
our Synod Assembly and those who are yet to be 
nominated for the Office of Bishop (whose names 
will be nominated and finally called “from the floor 
of the assembly”) in your continued prayers . Let me 
conclude with an insight on leadership in Christian 
ministry from one of my favorite spiritual mentors 
in the faith, Father Henri Nouwen:

“When Jesus speaks about shepherding, he 
does not want us to think about a brave, lonely 

shepherd who takes care of a large flock of 
obedient sheep . In many ways, he makes it 

clear that ministry is a communal and mutual 
experience . First of all, Jesus sends the twelve 

out in pairs (Mark 6:7) . We keep forgetting that 
we are sent out two by two . … We are called to 
proclaim the Gospel together, in community . 

There is divine wisdom here . [“For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there am I in the 
midst of you” (Matthew 18:19-20; RSV)] … it 

is Jesus who heals, not I; Jesus who speaks words 
of truth, not I; Jesus who is Lord not I . This 

is very clearly made visible when we proclaim 
the redeeming power of God together . Indeed, 
whenever we minister together, it is easier for 

people to recognize that we do not come in our 
name, but in the name of the Lord Jesus who 
sent us . …The leadership about which Jesus 

speaks is of a radically different kind from the 
leadership offered by the world . It is a servant 

leadership – to use Robert Greenleaf ’s term – in 
which the leader is a vulnerable servant who 

needs the people as much as they need him or 
her . … When I ask myself the main reason for 
so many people having left the Church during 
the past decades in France, Germany, Holland, 

and also in Canada and America, the word 
“power” easily comes to mind . … [Finally] 
the Christian leaders of the future have to 

be theologians, persons who know the heart 
of God [in Christ Jesus] and are trained – in 

prayer, study, and careful analysis – to manifest 
the divine event of God’s saving work in the 
midst of the many seemingly random events 

of our time . … . This is a hard discipline, since 
God’s presence if often a hidden presence, a 

presence that needs to be discovered [at the foot 
of Christ’s cross] . The loud, boisterous noises 
of the world make us deaf to the soft, gentle, 
and loving voice of God . A Christian leader is 

called to help people to hear the voice and so be 
comforted and consoled [by God’s ever present 

forgiveness and saving grace] .”

Henri Nouwen; In The Name of Jesus; Reflections 
on Christian Leadership . New York: Crossroad 
Publishing, 1996, pp .40-41, 44-45, 58, 68-69

In the name of our Good Shepherd, the “Shepherd of 
the Sheep” (John 10:1-18) .

John Christopherson 
Senior Pastor

Image source: flickr .com/photos/donkeyhotey/5261505692

What: Fireside Forum
Where: Friendship Room
When: Wednesday, May 1, 6:30 p.m.
Who: Presented by Pr. Dave Johnson
Title: “When Teddy Roosevelt  
 Came to South Dakota”
Hosted by: Education & Discipleship Board 
 (Coffee and Dessert)
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Meet the Women of 
Hannah Circle

By Jean Hoff

When thinking about this article I couldn't 
just think of our circle as a whole but of all 

the individuals that make up this great group 
of women . Our circle is comprised of women 

from a variety of career paths . We all began in 
this circle because we worked outside our homes and 

could meet in the evenings . If you are a working woman 
in our congregation that would like to join a circle, Hannah Circle meets on the third 
Thursday of each month, at 6 p .m ., in the Gathering Room . We enjoy a small meal 
together and then share our Bible study .

Our Circle may be best 
known for our work in 
Attic Treasures at the 
annual FLCW Bazaar . 
Our leadership in 
this part of the bazaar 
has come under the 
tutelage of Sharyl Wolf 
for almost 30 years . In 
the past three or four 
years other members of 
the Circle have taken 
on leadership roles and 
the process of pricing 
and setting up has 
become finely tuned . 
Our Circle cannot 
forget the "friends," 
both within the First Lutheran congregation and outside, who have helped us price 
and set-up . We feel blessed by these wonderful friends and the hundreds of hours spent 
in fellowship as we priced, held rummage sales, and work the Bazaar . 

Another joy that 
has blossomed over 
the years is the 
relationships we 
have built with our 
mission partners . 
Hannah Circle 
invites our mission 
partners to come on 
Saturday after the 
bazaar closes, on 
Sunday morning and 
on Monday morning 
following the bazaar 

to take whatever they can use for their own ministries . Those partners include St . 
Francis House, the Veterans Center, First Lutheran African Ministry, Pueblo de Dios, 
Church on the Street, Emmaus Road Ministries, and Family Connection .

Hannah Circle is a wonderful group 
of women, like another family . We 
pray for, lift up and serve our Lord 
and Savior individually and as a 
group . We study God's word and 
enjoy sharing our faith with one 
another . We have found friendship, 
respect, care, concern and love for one 
another . One member of our circle 
put it this way "Our love for our 
Savior is the driving force behind our 
Circle . We study God's word together, 
we support each other in prayer and 
truly feel we are sisters in Christ ."

Women’s ministries

Put a Spring in Your Step
By Jane King, WELCA Member

There’s nothing like spring to put a spring in your step! It is 
especially so after the record-breaking cold and snow this winter 
brought . There is just something so special and serene to see the 
snow melting, the plants growing, and the birds chirping . 

Spring is also special for the women of 
FLC, as we welcome spring each year 
with our Salad Supper . WELCA’s Spring 
Salad Supper is set for Thursday evening, 

May 2, at 6 p .m . Tickets are $8 each and are available through 
April 26 . You may purchase them at circle meetings and the 
information desk at church . All women of FLC and guests 
are invited . Come, bring a friend, and enjoy a fun evening 
program with Shirley Halleen . 

Shirley’s program, “Laugher is the Best Medicine,” will 
entertain us . Shirley is a former teacher and legislator . She is a 
founding member of Lunch is Served and OLLI in Sioux Falls and has been inducted 
into the SD Hall of Fame for so many other leadership roles . Many of us remember 
reading and enjoying her weekly column in the Argus Leader . Shirley is now retired 
and lives in Sioux Falls .

Gluten-free salads will be available upon request . To help us plan, call 941-7352 .

Shirley Halleen

Circles

• 
D

or
ca

s 
• 

Eli
za

beth • Hannah • Katie • Lois • Lydia/Rachel • Martha • Rhoda • Ruth • 
Sa

ra
h

Circle members left  to right–Seated: Marcia Huffman, Lisa Bean, 
Viola Peterson; Middle: Betty Gednalske, Kathy Stelzer, Sharyl 
Wolf, Jean Hoff, Barb Hudelson, Elizabeth Wood; Back row: Brenda 
Roberts, Ann Smith, Carol Puerkel

2019 Summer Bible Study
The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi

June 5–July 17, 6:30 p.m., Friendship Room

Are you ready to begin your journey to 
a deeper faith? In this six-session video 
Bible study, Kathie Lee invites you to 
join her as she visits sites in Israel that 
impacted her life . As she shares her story, 
coauthor Rabbi Jason Sobel, a messianic 
Jewish rabbi, provides fascinating 
background details that make the story 
of the New Testament come alive . Kathie 
Lee and Rabbi Sobel will teach us to 
examine the texts of the Bible .

This six-week interactive study includes 
daily assignments and weekly group 
sessions . During the evening group 
sessions, we will view a video with Kathie 
Lee and Rabbi Sobel . These videos reveal 
the significance of Jesus (the rock), Israel 
(the road), and God’s Word (the Rabbi) . 

The study will be Wednesdays, June 5 
through July 17, 6:30-8 p .m ., in the 
Friendship Room . The recommended 
study guide ($10 .39+tax) and paperback 
book ($13 .59+tax) can be purchased at 
Crossroads’ Bookstore . To receive the 
discounted price, please ask for the First 
Lutheran Church special order (behind 
the counter) . 

We invite you to join us as we explore 
mysteries revealed in the Word through 
this study . If you have any questions, 
contact Donna Johnson at 359-8623, 
DeAnn Clark at 359-4754, or Susan 
Quail at 366-2811 .

Please note this is not a WELCA Bible 
study. All men and women are welcome.

All-Community Summer Study
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CAre And heAlth ministry

You’re Invited…

Grieving with Grace  
A Grief Support Group  

for Adults
• Meets monthly in the First Lutheran 

Gathering Room
• First Saturday of each month, 

9:30–11 a.m.
• Led by Pastor Katherine Olson, 

Associate Pastor of Caring 
Ministries

Persons grieving the loss of a loved 
one do not have to walk the journey 
alone—support and encouragement are 
available! Grieving with Grace has been 
meeting on the first Saturday of each 
month at First Lutheran since February 
2017 . Each session starts at 9:30 with 
social time and continues with the 
main program at 10 . We utilize the 
book “Understanding Your Grief” by 
Dr . Alan Wolfelt in our sessions . A 
free copy of the book is given to all 
participants in our class . Newcomers 
are always welcome, and talking aloud 
is not required .

Please join us 
for any or all 
of the upcoming 
scheduled dates and topics:

• Saturday, May 4 
“Reach Out For Help” 
(Wolfelt, ch .8), with 
Pastor Katherine Olson 
and special guest 
speaker John Hegg

• Saturday, June 1 – 
“Appreciate Your Transformation” 
(Wolfelt, ch . 10) 

If you have questions about this opportunity, contact to Pastor Katherine at 
kolson@flcsf .org or (605) 339-1983, ext . 214 .

Music Ministry of
“Maggie and David” 

May Concert Schedule

As part of First Lutheran's Caring 
Ministry, Pastor David Houck and his 
wife Margaret, known by their stage 
name Maggie and David, perform a 
program of popular music of decades 
past, Christian hymns, scripture, prayer, 
and spoken words of encouragement 
at area retirement centers and memory 
care facilities . 

Everyone is invited!
Wednesday, May 8, 3 p .m .
Good Samaritan Village
3901 S . Marion Road, Sioux Falls

Friday, May 10, 2 p .m .
Grand Living at Lake Lorraine 
2815 S . Westlake Drive, Sioux Falls

Wednesday, May 15, 3 p .m .
Good Samaritan Society  
401 W . 2nd Street, Sioux Falls

The GAP team is an email chain that can receive 
requests for financial assistance, service, or 
prayers . There are different lists for the types 
of assistance, and there is not a requirement to 
be on all three . The GAP team was created with the intention of letting our 
congregation know when there is an opportunity to help . Emails are sent out 
as requests come in . There is no obligation to help with every request . If you 
cannot help, simply delete the email . If you have questions, please contact 
Jordan at jstone@flcsf .org . To find more information or to sign up for the GAP 
team, visit flcsf .org/gapteam .

John Hegg, L.P.C., N.C.C., retired 
school counselor and First Lutheran 
member, will be our special guest 
speaker this month as we learn about 
the topic “Reach Out For Help.”

Delta Dental’s Mobile Program
Delta Dental’s mobile dental truck will be at First Lutheran Church June 17-21 . The 
fully equipped mobile dental office provides quality care to children from first tooth 
through age 21 who can’t afford or access a dentist . Service is provided at no cost 
to the child or family and is open to the public . No insurance is necessary . Advance 
registration is necessary . Help us spread the word about this upcoming opportunity .

Volunteers will be needed to register patients for their appointments . To sign up, or for 
more information, contact Jordan Stone at 339-1983 ext . 237 or jstone@flcsf .org .

Spirituality of the Psalms Retreat
A “Spirituality of the Psalms” retreat, hosted by the Care and Health Ministry of First 
Lutheran, was held at Augustana University on March 30 . Twenty-nine participants 
enjoyed the presentations by Rev . Kathleen Moulton and special music provided by 
David and Margaret Houck and oboist Jeffrey Paul . Our thanks to First Lutheran’s 
Lutheran Men in Mission group, as well as Thrivent Financial for helping to offset the 
costs of this retreat . More retreat opportunities will be announced in future months .

It is time to dust off the running or walking shoes and even test them out to see if they 
are still working in order to prepare for the 2nd Faith in Motion 5k fun run/walk at 
8:30 a .m . Saturday morning, June 8 . The 5K walk/run will begin and end at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church with treats and fellowship in the church after the event . 

This fun event is sponsored by First, Gloria Dei, East Side, Our Savior’s, and Peace 
Lutheran churches as a fundraiser for Lutherans Outdoors and as a time for Lutherans 
and all interested walkers/runners to participate in a healthy event together as 
individuals or families . 

A suggested donation of $10 for individuals or $25 for families is encouraged . 
Registration is required and will be available online at the Lutherans Outdoors website 
or between services at First during the last three Sundays in May . 

Stepping Into Health
A summer Stepping Into Health three-month session will start June 1 through August 
31 . The research is so compelling that a walk or run every day for at least 30 minutes 
has huge health benefits . The 30 minutes can even be broken into shorter segments . 

Consider joining the many other First Lutheran members already committed to living 
a healthy lifestyle . 

Registration is required and will be available between services during the last three 
Sundays in May in the Gathering Room . Pedometers for tracking steps will be available 
for those who may need one .

Questions or concerns about Faith in Motion or Stepping into Health can be addressed 
to John Hegg, johnhegg@sio .midco .net; or Jordan Stone, jstone@flcsf .org .

Lutherans Outdoors
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Milestone Minute
By Marnie Dahle Backer 
Director, Youth and Family Ministries

Kindergarten Ten 
Commandments 

Milestone
As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism,  

you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
to live with them among God’s faithful people,  

bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed,  

and the Ten Commandments,
 place in their hands the holy scriptures,… ELW 228

Kindergarten children celebrated their Ten 
Commandments milestone in April . Families were 
encouraged to work together at home to teach their 
children the commandments using some simpler 
language:
1 . You should worship only the one true God .
2 . Always say God’s name with love and respect .
3 . Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy .

These three commandments are about our relations 
with our God . The last seven teach us how to be in 
relationship with our neighbor:
4 . Love and respect your mom and dad .
5 . Don’t hurt others .
6 . Be faithful in marriage .
7 . Don’t take things that aren’t yours .

8 . Always tell the truth .
9 . Don’t be jealous of other people’s things .
10 . Don’t be jealous of other people’s family .

And finally, they learn and say together “We are to fear, 
love, and trust God, so that we would love and care for 
our neighbor .” They get a couple of tools to take home 
with them to continue the learning . Then the children 
with their parents receive a special blessing at the 11 a .m . 
service . Please pray for these families as they continue to 
learn and teach these promises made in baptism .

youth And FAmily ministry

Fundraiser for Youth & Family Summer Camps/Missions 
Simply reach into the jar and grab one or more pennies . 
Each penny is labeled with a dollar amount ranging from 
$ .01 to $9 .99 . You pay the “price” of the penny, and that 
becomes your drawing number . On Sunday, May 5, at 
12:15 p .m ., the winning penny will be drawn, and the 
winner will receive a new Smart Watch! Time is running 
out—buy your pennies today!

Seasons Change!
By Heather Smith, Children’s Minister

The 2018-19 school year of Christian 
education ministry is wrapping up . 
As we transition to our summertime 
ministries, please keep these dates in 
mind:

May 5: Last day of Sunday morning 
Scripture First classes, and Donuts 
and Prayer

May 12: Children preschool through 5th grade sing at 
9:30 and 11 a .m . during the children’s message time to 
help celebrate Mothers’ Day
May 15: Last day of Wednesday evening Scripture First, 
confirmation classes, and youth group
May 28–30: Vacation Bible School
May 29: High school youth bonfires begin every other 
Wednesday evening throughout summer
June 5: Middle school youth trip to ValleyFair
June 12: Middle school open gym from 9 a .m .–12 
p .m ., lunch, then youth group from 1–3 p .m . Every 
Wednesday except June 26 .
June 24–27: Day Camp at FLC

As you can tell, ministry for our children and youth does 
not stop for summer break! It shifts gears and changes 
location and schedule . Our focus on the living Word 
of God, fellowship, discipleship, and worship remain 
the same . Please contact any of the Youth and Family 
department staff if you have questions on any of our 
ministries . 

Apostle Paul told the Thessalonians, “Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up, just as in fact 
you are doing” in 1 Thessalonians 5:11 . Our summer 
ministries intend to uphold and strengthen the sense 
of community that is formed with our peers during the 
school year . Please encourage the young people in your 
life to come and be part of this awesome faith family . 

High School Senior 
Recognition Milestone

High School Senior Recognition Milestone is Sunday, 
May 5 . Families will gather in Fellowship Hall for 
breakfast and to watch a video the seniors have made 
about their faith, family, and experiences . At the 11 
a .m . worship service, the seniors will receive a blessing 
and a quilt from our amazing First Lutheran Quilters .

As the seniors prepare to graduate, we invite them to 
come to the church to help us make a video of their 
memories, faith stories, favorites, and more . Here’s a 
sneak peek into some of the answers:

Tori Deitschman  – 
Roosevelt: One of my most 
meaningful experiences so 
far at FLC was during one 
of the Mass Gatherings 
at the 2019 ELCA Youth 
Gathering in Houston, 
Texas . We were all singing 
a slow song with our arms 
around each other and 
swaying back and forth . 

I remember how incredible it was to look around at 
the thousands of people in the stadium and sense God 
holding onto each one of us just as tight as we were 
holding onto each other . It’s a memory and a feeling I 
will never forget .

Peter Christopherson
 – Lincoln: Don Toft 
is someone who I truly 
admire in faith and really in 
life . He is always extremely 
kind, and he and his wife, 
Florence, have told me 
they pray for me every 
day . These two things, 
while they may seem 
quite simple, have greatly 

influenced the way I try to live my life and ultimately 
set an example of the kind of person I want to be as 
an adult . I have tons of respect for people like Mr . and 
Mrs . Toft—people in faith who aren’t always thanked 
but are always appreciated .

Bella Tooley  – 
Washington: A person of 
faith I admire is my camp 
counselor, Abby Mooney, 
from this past summer 
as an Explorer at Camp 
Metigoshe . She is definitely 
someone who I have 
learned from . She really 
helped me solidify my 
faith and how it affects my 

life . The way she explained anything we talked about 
brought so much clarity to parts of my faith I had been 
unsure about . Thanks to her, I feel more powerful in 
my faith—like I really could move mountains using the 
grace and love God has for me .

Summer Send-Off Milestone
On Sunday, June 2, we gather with all campers and mission 
trip participants and their families as we prepare to send them 
out into the world this summer .

Top: Peyton Beatch searches for the right pebble with her dad, 
Jon and sister, Everett; bottom left: Celia Kiesow-Knudsen; re-
ceives a blessing from her dad, Greg; right: Taryn McElroy and 
her dad Dave, bless each other.

Bake Sale - Thank You
Thanks to an outpouring of support from amazing 
bakers and patrons, Youth and Family’s first Bake Sale 
raised over $1400 toward summer mission trips to Peru, 
Colombia and a youth retreat to Flathead Lutheran Bible 
Camp . 
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ChurCh CounCil
Officers/Executive Committee
Aaron Ellingsen .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President
Michael Paulson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Vice President
Randy Eide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Treasurer
Mindy Moore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary
John Christopherson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Senior Pastor
Terri Carlson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Member-at-Large
Lenae Schwartz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Member-at-Large

Council Representatives
Care & Health  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Barney Brandenburg
Education & Discipleship   .  .  .  .  .  . Cami Jacobsen
Evangelism & Outreach  .  .  .  .  .  . Colleen Kokenge
Finance, Admin . & Property  .  .  .  . Michael Kedik
FLCW  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kathy Stelzer
Foundation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Somer Anderson
Stewardship & Giving  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Birgit Peterson
Welcome & Community  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Deb Nelson
Worship & Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .James Moore
Youth & Family  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ben Ready

First lutherAn ChurCh 
stAFF direCtory

Pastoral Staff
(203) Dr . John Christopherson .  .  .  .  .Senior Pastor
(210) Rev . Lars Olson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Executive Pastor
(209) Rev . Jeff Backer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Associate Pastor
(214) Rev . Katherine Olson*  .  .  . Associate Pastor
(202) Rev . Bob Chell* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . David Houck* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Roger Noer*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Dennis Tranberg*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Dave Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Emeritus

Administrative Staff
(236) Marilyn McNeill  .  .  . Church Administrator
(211) Jody Bymers  .  .  .  .  .  . Finance Administrator
(202) Donna Jahr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary to the Pastors
(225) Kristy Zuraff*  .  .  . Admin/PM Receptionist
(201) Cleo Sorensen*  .  .Receptionist/Mbr . Secretary

Care and Health Ministries
(237) Jordan Stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Caring Coordinator
(202) Cheryl Satterlee*  .  .  . Wedding Coordinator

Media Ministry
(231) Jodi Hoyt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Director
(252) Susan Bell  .  .Communications Coordinator
(213) Kathy Hein*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Garrett Masters*  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) David Palmer* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Hons Oakland* .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Tanner Wangsness*  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director

Facilities
(201) Dave Wilson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Facility Manager
(201) Rick East  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Custodian 
(201) Jeff Hartnett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Custodian

Worship and Music Ministries
(260) Zachary Brockhoff  .  .  .  . Director/Organist,

FLYGHT and Jubilant Singers Director
(261) Shirley Barlow*  .  .  . Administrative Assistant
(261) Larry Olson*  .  .  .  .  . Contemporary Worship 
(261) Dr . Paul Nesheim*  .  . Adult Choir Director 

Women’s Choir Director
(261) Bonnie Lindgren*  .  .  . Carol Choir Director
(261) Donna Hamilton* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Accompanist 
(261) Sue Severson*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Accompanist
(261) Mary Ryrholm* .  .  . Agape Ringers Director
(261) Ali Hoffman*  .  .  . Youth Handbell Director
(261) Pam Sonnichsen*  .  . Instrumental Coordinator
(261) Marcia Kittelson*  .  .  .  .  .  . Organist Emerita

Youth and Family Ministries
(204) Marnie Dahle Backer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Director
(228) Mark Nassen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Coordinator
(238) Heather Smith .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Children’s Minister
(235) Elias Johnson-Youngquist  .  . Youth Minister
(228) Nancy Henrichsen* .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Gayle Johnson*  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Irma Rodriguez Leon* .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Kris Stark* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Samantha Stark*  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant

( )=Direct dial phone extensions  
*Part-time

Main phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (605) 336-3734
Direct dial to extensions. . . . . . . (605) 339-1983
Toll-free . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 425-9899
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (605) 336-8370
Pastoral emergency  . . . . . . . . . . (605) 610-9431
Custodian cell. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (605) 351-8281
Project CAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (605) 332-2777

Council Highlights, March 28, 2019
If church members wish to add to an upcoming Council meeting agenda, 
please contact Marilyn McNeill, Business Administrator, at 339-1983 ext . 
236, or mmcneill@flcsf .org . 

Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of each month . First Lutheran Church 
members are welcome to visit meetings .

• Offerings during the last month are down; probably due to weather . Pledges 
are within budget and non-pledge offerings are low .

• There have been great comments regarding the Lenten Psalm Study and the 
small groups have been well attended . 

• Boards and directors are planning for the next year . Getting people engaged 
at FLC is a big part of this . The goal is to build a broader community and 
become more welcoming by having shepherds/mentors for new members . 

• Many things are happening with Downtown Outreach such as Worship-in-
the Park, worship outside in the green area of FLC and worshipping with 
other congregations . 

• The chillers were delivered and should be working sometime in May . Our 
HVAC debt is $354,565 as of 2/28/2019 . 

• We have a “Homeless Jesus” bench on our property while St . Francis House 
does a remodel . We are hoping that we may be able to keep it .

• Michael Kedik of the Property Board shared that the panels in the ceiling 
in the sanctuary are bending and some are sagging . After years of humidity 
building up, the nails are not holding . This is an immediate concern and 
there will be continued discussion as to what should be done next .

• The Atrium/Welcome Center remodel is the most discussed part of the 
focus groups . After much discussion a motion was made to authorize the 
Executive Committee to hire an architect firm to assist in the Atrium/
Welcome Center project design and cost based on focus group feedback 
before a Congregational vote . 

 

All First Lutheran senior adults and their friends are invited to join us 
for a delicious catered lunch and an entertaining program on the second 
Tuesday of each month . On Tuesday, May 14, at noon, the menu is penne 
pasta and meatballs in Marinara sauce, bread stick . The program will be 
by John Cerwinske about his experiences at First Lutheran . Please RSVP 
for the luncheon by calling the church receptionist at 336-3734, before 
Wednesday, May 8 . Need a ride? Please call Project CAR, 332-2777, by  
9 a .m . on Monday, May 13 .

Senior 
Luncheon

May 14

Births
Dec 27, 2018 Leevah Ann 

Kurtenbach, daughter of Rob and 
Katrina Kurtenbach

Jan . 25 Grayson Elijah Hoffman, son 
of Ryan and Celina Hoffman

Mar . 11 Anders Kimber, son 
of Kris Kimber and Amy 
Amundson-Kimber

Mar . 15 Waylon Michael Johnson, son 
of Seth and Cali Johnson

Baptisms
Mar . 31 Preston Dale Kruger, son of 

Brandon and Haylee Kruger

Mar . 31 Etta Jane Skajewski, daughter 
of Nicholas and Sarah Skajewski

Deaths
Mar . 12 Darrell Moseson
Mar . 16 Sandra Reif
Mar . 25 Ernest ‘Ernie’ Carlsen
Mar . 29 Lowell Larson

Listings are through February 28, 2019.  
May include some names not listed in previous issues.

Mission
First Lutheran Church welcomes all 
people into the community of Jesus 
Christ, equipping and sending them 
forth to serve and witness in Jesus’ name .

Guiding Principles
We are grounded in the great 

commandment of Jesus . 
(Matthew 22:34-40)

We are grounded in the great 
commission of Jesus .  
(Matthew 28:16-20)

We are committed to welcome 
and minister to all people . 

We are committed to equipping  
people for ministry . 

We are committed to service in  
our community and world . 

We are committed to a ministry  
of relationship building . 

We are committed to our heritage  
and identity as a reforming church . 

We are committed to excellence 
in broadcast ministry .

Worship Services
Saturday (Chapel)   
 5 p .m .  Vespers/Communion
Sunday (Sanctuary) 
  8 a .m . Traditional Worship  

with Communion 
  9:30 a .m . Traditional Worship 
  11 a .m . Contemporary Worship
Media Ministries Broadcasts
  8 a .m . KELO-FM Radio (101 .9)
  11 a .m . KSFY (Sioux Falls),  

KPRY (Pierre) and  
KABY (Aberdeen)

First Word is the monthly newspaper 
of First Lutheran Church in Sioux 
Falls, SD . It is distributed to members 
of the congregation and others upon 
request . Opinions expressed in First 
Word are those of the authors and 
are not necessarily shared by the First 
Lutheran Church congregation or 
staff . The editors of First Word reserve 
the right to edit submissions . 

Newsletter submissions are due the 
first business day of the month. Please 
submit articles or questions regarding 
First Word to Communications 
Director, Jodi Hoyt, at jhoyt@
flcsf .org . Reader feedback is always 
welcome .

First Word is available online to read 
or download at flcsf .org/firstword .

www.youtube.com/flcsf

www.facebook.com/flcsf

@FirstLutheranSF

@firstlutheransf
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Dear First Lutheran Church,

We want to lead with a giant thank you to the entire First 
Lutheran congregation. What a blessing my family and I 
experienced through your love and support. The comfort that 
has come in the form of notes, hugs, prayers, calls, texts, gifts, 
voice mails, and replacement of items after our tragic house fire. 
WOW! We have been blessed to be blessed by all of you!

As we continue to rebuild our lives, please continue to hold us 
in prayer. We trust in the Lord’’s promises and know that these 
tough times are not the end. 

Love, The Hurds, Jeff, Rebel and Girls

FinAnCiAl serviCes

Gifts and Memorials
Gifts to the FLC Foundation in Memory of :
Joanne Ambroson: Mary Ann Hohman
Darrell Mosseson: Phyllis Day

Gifts to Media Ministry in Memory of:
Joanne Ambroson: FLC Women of the ELCA, Selmer and Mary Hatlestad, Allan and 

Phyllis Knutson, Howard and Lou Ann Paulson, Mike and Elaine Rieck
Mitzi Dahle: FLC Women of the ELCA
Joyce E. Helberg: FLC Women of the ELCA
Margaret Larsen: FLC Women of the ELCA
Frankie Lunn: FLC Women of the ELCA
Shirley Messner: FLC Women of the ELCA
Darrel Moseson: Ione Pereboom, Barb Matson, Gloria Jean Jantzen, Nancy Thacker, 

Mary Jo Jaqua, Arden and Patricia Brower, Mary Ann Hohman, Donna Willadsen, 
Robert and Lela Feuerborn, Barbara Long, Dr . Gary and Rosaaen Olson, David 
Johnson, Dr . David and Becky Kruse, E .M . Gustafson, Wayne Gustafson

Betty Proehl: FLC Women of the ELCA, Peter and Marilyn Hegg
Lorna Sanders: FLC Women of the ELCA

Gifts to Care and Health Ministries in Memory of:
Frankie Lunn: Dr . Douglas and Gayle Bell, David and Tamra Oswald

mediA ministry

Financial Update as of March 2019
Total Revenue, year-to-date

2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $445,512
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $540,277

Total Expenses, year-to-date
2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $550,716
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $505,342

Contract For Deed – Ideal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $250,632

HVAC System   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $538,275

Worship Attendance, March  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2,942

Support First Lutheran in providing a weekly worship 
experience for people who are unable attend worship in 
person. Sponsor a radio broadcast, television broadcast, 
or closed captioning in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one, celebrate a special life event or to the glory of God.

Learn more: Contact First Lutheran at (605) 336-3734

Sponsorships available 
The cost of un-sponsored broadcasts, telecasts, and closed captioning 
is a budget expense. Please consider sponsoring a radio broadcast, 
telecast, or closed captioning in honor of or in memory of a loved one, 
or in celebration of a special life event . To learn more, please call the 
church at (605) 336-3734 . Additional open dates may be available .

May 5: Radio broadcast sponsored in 
memory of Albert & Stella Wold by 
Dick and Jeanne Wold .

 Television is sponsored in memory 
of Jake and Amelia Fritz and their 
son, Leonard Fritz, by family .

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available.

May 12: Radio broadcast is sponsored 
in memory of Harry and Lena 
Dooyema, by their family .

 Television is sponsored in honor of, 
and in memory of all mothers, by 
the First Lutheran Church Women .

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available.

May 19: Radio is sponsored by Deb 
and Mike Olson in honor of their 
wedding anniversary . They were 

married at First Lutheran Church 
35 years ago on May 19 . 

 Television sponsored by by Deb 
and Mike Olson in honor of their 
wedding anniversary . They were 
married at First Lutheran Church 
35 years ago on May 19 . 

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available.

May 26: Radio broadcast is 
sponsored in memory of Erling 
and Clara Haugo, who would 
have celebrated their wedding 
anniversary on May 29 . It is 
made possible by earnings of a 
gift to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation .

 Television sponsorship on KSFY 
available.

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available.

Thank You 
April Broadcast Sponsors

First Lutheran Church’s worship can be seen every Sunday at 11 a .m . 
on KSFY, KPRY, and KABY in South Dakota; southwest Minnesota; 
northwest Iowa; and northeast Nebraska . Sunday’s 8 a .m . worship is 
broadcast live on KELO-FM, 101 .9 .

KELO Broadcast:
April 7: In loving memory of Orville & 

Sadie Doescher and James & Evelyn 
Williams by the Bob Doescher family .

April 21, Easter: In honor of Elaine 
Johnson, Mary Ellen Lantis, and Rick 
& Judy Berdahl and their families, by 
Mike and Gloria Simpson .

KSFY telecast (fully sponsored 
unless noted)

April 7: In loving memory of Herman 
Lerdal by his family .

April 21, Easter: By Marilyn McLeod in 
loving memory of her mother, Betty 
Olson, by family and friends .

April 28: By Jack and Amanda Leaders 
through a special gift to the First 
Lutheran Church Foundation .

KSFY Closed Captioning
April 14: In memory of Cora Boneff 

through earnings from a bequest she 
made to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation .
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Holy Fun in the Summertime!
By Jeff Backer, Associate Pastor  
of Evangelism and Outreach

Summer is just around the corner, and 
things are winding down in the “regular” 
church calendar . Soon, children will be 
out of school, and family vacations and 
family reunions will be in full swing . 
Maybe you are a gardener or golfer, 
or maybe you like to reverse the role 
from a fisher of people to actually just 

catching fish! Or maybe like me, after the long winter and 
wet springtime, you are just looking forward to grilling out 
and time on the patio, either with friends, or just some good 
quiet time . Though the pattern of activities and such does 
change in the summer, there is a lot going on this summer 
amongst the family of faith at First Lutheran Church . 

Youth and Family will again be busy this year . Vacation Bible 
School will be held here at FLC May 28-30 for children 3 
years old to kindergarten age . Thirty-five young people are 
signed up to attend church camps . Our 6th and 7th graders 
will start the summer attending camp in June at Outlaw 
Ranch in the Black Hills near Custer . Daily activities include 
morning devotions, meals, worship, Bible study, skits, and 
campfires . Other activities may include horse riding, trail 
rides, hiking, arts and crafts, games, canoeing, ranch chores, 
a variety show, and camp outs . Then our 8th to 10th graders 
will pitch off for Camp Metigoshe in the Turtle Mountains 
on the Canada border in North Dakota . Our high school 
youth will head out to northwest Montana to white water 
raft down the Flathead River in early July . At the same time, 
the 1st to 3rd graders will be attending camp at Joy Ranch by 
Watertown, South Dakota . Our 4th and 5th graders will be 
attending camp at Ne-So-Dak in July . Located on the shores 
of Lake Enemy Swim in Northeast South Dakota, campers 
will enjoy a week of Bible camp that includes worship, Bible 
study, games, crafts, and great camp food . Campers will 
experience small-group, community living while spending 
many of their waking hours in-and-on the lake . 

For those youth in 1st to 5th grade unable to attend camp 
off site, we will again be working with Lutherans Outdoors 
and bringing day camp to FLC . Throughout the summer, 
there will be numerous opportunities for young people to 
engage through open-gym times, bonfires, and Bible studies .

There will also be two different groups traveling to foreign 
destinations with mission emphasis this summer . 

In June, a group of 12 people will travel to Trujillo, Peru, 
to work with the organization Corazn de Esperanza . This 
organization was started in 2010 by First Lutheran members, 
Jerry and Jackie Hansen’s daughter-in-law, Robyn Hansen . 

Corazn de Esperanza was started to accompany at-risk 
youth who are emancipated from the Peruvian orphanage 
system to open up opportunities to live a better life . Often 
at-risk youth turned out by the orphanage system end up 
homeless or turn to elicit activities in order to survive . 
Corazn de Esperanza provides a safe living environment 
and programmatic training for education and life skills to 
get a good start in life . Our travelers will spend time with 
youth and do projects to support the on-the-ground facility 
in Peru . At the end of their service, some of the group will 
travel to Machu Picchu in the Andes Mountains by Cusco .

In July, another group of 12 will travel to Bogota, 
Colombia, for an accompaniment mission experience with 
the IELCO Lutheran churches in Colombia . Pastor Nate 
will be our guide, as we engage the lives of the people 
of Colombia through the programmatic and worship 
experiences offered by IELCO . This mission experience 
balances being a missionary and being a tourist, as it is 
important to get a balanced picture of what life is like in 
Colombia and God’s work in and amongst these people . 

For those not traveling this summer, we will have some 
different opportunities to gather for worship . On Sunday, 
June 9, we will gather for worship at 11 a .m . on the front 
lawn of our church . The hope is to experience worship in 
downtown context that allows FLC to be seen and heard in 
a different way . We will again gather on August 18 at the 
McKennan Park Band shell for Worship in the Park . This 
annual worship event is a popular tradition of FLC . We 
will be “Blessing the Backpacks” of students starting school 
in the fall . The Evangelism & Outreach Board will serve a 
lunch in the park after the worship service . 

God willing, we will also be part of another unique 
worship experience . The 13 congregations of Sioux Falls are 
collaborating to offer worship in the park at Fawick Park 
(downtown, statue of David park) on June 9, July 14, and 
August 11, 6:30–7:30 p .m . The people of FLC are part 
of a bigger worshipping body, and to gather together in 
this unique worship time and space opens up a possibility 
for different people to join in, as well as having a time for 
people that travel often in the summer to have a worship 
time in the evening . Please make plans to come and join in 
this fun summertime opportunity . 

There are so many good things happening this summer in our 
“off” time . Please keep all of our campers and travelers in your 
prayers for safety and that God would open their eyes to his 
great love of all people . Also, pray that the Holy Spirit would 
be at work in our midst to make Jesus Christ known through 
the unique ways we reach inside and outside the walls of FLC . 

Thanks be to God . AMEN .

 
evAngelism And outreACh ministry

May Special Offering:  
Pine Ridge Retreat 

Center
By Jordan Brockhoff, E & O Board

During the month of May, gifts for the 
special offering envelope will support the Pine 
Ridge Retreat Center . The Pine Ridge Retreat 
Center allows those outside of the Pine Ridge 
community to interact with and learn more 
about the Lakota people living in Pine Ridge .

The Pine Ridge Reservation is 2 .1 million acres 
and consists of Oglala Lakota County, Bennett 
County, and the southern half of Jackson 
County . It is also one of the poorest communities 
in the United States, with life expectancies of 
just 47 years for men and 55 years for women . 
According to the 2010 U .S . Census, 18,834 
individuals live on the reservation .

The Pine Ridge Retreat Center lives by the 
phrase Mitakuye Oyasin, meaning we are all 
related . People who visit the retreat center will 
learn more about the Lakota people, visit with 
them and participate in the community, and 
address the poverty that exists on the reservation . 
There is also a religious presence on the 
reservation and a mission to spread God’s word .

Gifts and prayers are integral to the Retreat 
Center’s continued success!

Please consider making a gift to support the 
Pine Ridge Retreat Center by using one of the 
special offering envelopes provided by the church 
or writing “Pine Ridge Retreat Center” on the 
memo line of a check made out to First Lutheran 
Church . Remember the Pine Ridge Reservation 
and the Retreat Center in your prayers .

Special offering envelopes are included with 
your regular offering envelopes . If you do not 
have one, please use the yellow envelope in your 
pew, bring your donation to the Information 
Desk at church, or visit flcsf .org/give to make 
an online donation . 

For more information about the Pine Ridge 
Reservation and/or the retreat center, visit 
pineridgeretreatcenter .org and re-member .org/
pine-ridge-reservation .aspx . 

Help us Raise Awareness  
of Mental Illness and Funds for NAMI!

Saturday, May 18 • Sertoma Park • Registration 8 a.m. • 5k walk 9:30
Every journey begins with that first step . This year, 
more than 50 thousand people across the nation 
will join NAMI (The National Alliance on Mental 
Illness) and walk together to raise awareness of 
mental illness; show support for those affected by 
mental illness; and raise funds for local, regional, 
and state NAMI organizations .

The mission of NAMI South Dakota is to provide 
education, support, and advocacy for individuals 
and families impacted by mental illness . Last year, 
the First Lutheran Walkers raised a record $2,000 
to support NAMI South Dakota, allowing them 
to continue providing their crucial services . These 
services include support groups like “Family Support” 
and “NAMI Connection,” which are open to benefit 
many individuals and families in our community .

You can partner in this effort by joining our 
walking team or by becoming a financial supporter 
of the cause . A booth in the Gathering Room 
will be set up on Sundays, April 28, May 5, and 
May 12, to recruit walkers and financial support . 
Alternatively, starting mid-April, you can visit flcsf .
org/namiwalk—we’ll have the links you need to 
sign up as a walker or support of one our team 
member’s efforts with a donation .

Please pray for our efforts and help us end the 
stigma surrounding mental illness . Recovery and 
hope are available, and our community can commit 
to transforming itself into a more compassionate 
place for people to seek help for mental illness, one 
step at a time!

Care and Health Ministries invites you to support


