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ELCA Together - Summer Worship in the Park
ELCA Together is a partnership of the Sioux Falls ELCA Lutheran 
Churches to come together in one place as God’s people and 
worship together in downtown . We will gather on June 9, July 14, 
and August 11, 6:30–7:30 p .m ., at Fawick Park (statue of David) 
in downtown to worship together . Various churches will partner 
each week to lead the worship service and to offer the music . This 

is also an opportunity for those who may be traveling or have other 
conflicts on those Sunday mornings to be able to worship . This is 
a unique way for us as the church to worship as one, and to spread 
the good news of Jesus Christ! Invite your friends and neighbors, 
or anyone you may encounter that does not have a regular worship 
opportunity to bring a lawn chair and come .

By John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

On Sunday, June 16, we will celebrate Holy 
Trinity Sunday … During my childhood years, 
“real church” worship services always began, every 
Sunday, with a rousing rendition (if that’s even 
possible for a bunch of stoical Norwegians!) of 
the classic hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy” (ELW #433). 
You not only sang the hymn, the hymn sang you! 
Enfolding, connecting, and uplifting you with the 

congregation’s four-part-harmony. The pipe-organ swelling with all 
stops pulled. Even by age five, you could sing it by memory. But … 
there was that second verse … you know … the one that concludes 
with the words: “which, wert and art and evermore shall be.” And so 
I’d ask myself, “Who the heck are these guys, anyway?” … “Which, 
Wert, and Art?” Huh? Well, I’d at least heard of “Art” before … Ya 
know, like Art Olson or Art Johnson … But Which and Wert?! Well 
evermore, shalt be!!!

Indeed, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity can cause both preachers 
and congregations (say, even theologians, like the great Friedrich 
Schleiermacher, who didn’t deal with it until the last 12 pages of 
his 751-page tome entitled The Christian Faith) a cerebral hernia! 
However, from our Baptism … through Sunday School and 
Confirmation … and on into our life in communion with Christ 
and his saints (Ephesians 4:11-16) … there’s a life-long calling from 
our Lord to take an ever deeper look into the Divine Life (Matthew 
10:16; 28:19-20) – and how we’re all connected with it. St. Paul 
describes this life of contemplation in Acts 17:28 as one “in which 
we live, and move, and have our being” (cf. I Peter 3:15). British 
biblical scholar, James Barr astutely observes: “It’s one thing to say 
you believe in God; but what finally matters is the kind of God in 
whom you believe” (The Scope & Authority of the Bible, p.122). That 
is to say, what is the nature of God and God’s relation to the world? 
This is the quest of The Holy Trinity.

In her masterful work, entitled God For Us: The Trinity and the 
Christian Life (New York: HarperCollins, 1991), the late professor 
of theology at Notre Dame, Catherine Mowry LaCugna, astutely 
observes:
“The heart of the Christian life is to be united with the God of Jesus 
Christ by means of communion with one another. The doctrine of the 
Trinity is ultimately therefore a teaching not about the abstract nature 
of God, nor about God in isolation from everything other than God, 

but a teaching about God’s life with us and our life with each other 
[in God]. Trinitarian theology could be described as par excellence a 
theology of relationship” (p.1; emphasis added).

In sum, the doctrine of the Holy Trinity is God’s Word relative to 
how God’s life relates to our life. Without getting too abstract here, 
we can perhaps unpack what this means by using one of the best 
Trinitarian formulas in our Christian liturgy; that is, The Apostles’ 
Creed. And so we begin with the First Article of the Creed: “I believe 
in God, the Father, almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” Now, in 
a very pastoral sense here (hopefully not too academic!), the very 
first word you need to trust and believe very intimately … “from the 
very beginning” (Genesis 1:1) … is that you are created by God, in 
the “image of God” (Genesis 1:26). As my grandfatherly mentor-in-
the-faith used to say: “You are the only one like you in the whole 
universe” (Dr. Al Rogness). Contra modern day cosmologists and 
atheists, such as Carl Sagan or Richard Dawkins, you are not some 
cosmic accident. For your true and lasting identity, from God’s 
claiming word for you in baptism, no matter what, is that you are a 
child of God. Listen to Scripture’s witness: “You and I are united in 
my great love for you, from all eternity,” [says the LORD], “I knit you 
together in your mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13). … “Fear not,” [says 
the LORD], “for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, and 
you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1b; cf. Psalm 23:4). It’s a powerful word, 
this blessed assurance, that God is always with us. It’s the one that 
gave Dietrich Bonhoeffer confidence to pen the following words 
while in a Nazi prison cell just hours before his execution: “Who am 
I? They mock me, these lonely questions of mine. Whoever I am, thou 
knowest, O God, I am thine!” (From his poem entitled “Who Am I?” 
in the Introduction of Bonhoeffer’s Cost of Discipleship).

The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed, where we begin to confess 
the second personae of God’s relationship to us and his creation: 
“I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.” We are 
moving now from our understanding of God as our Creator – who 
is always WITH US, claiming us as his beloved children – to God 
who is also our Companion/Savior, who is always FOR US. Think 
Baptism: “Marked with the self-giving cross of Christ forever.” Think 
Holy Communion: “This is my body/blood,” [promises Jesus], “given 
and shed for you.” Yes, to draw upon the verse at the very heart of the 
Bible, that Martin Luther referred to as “the gospel in a nutshell”: 
“God so loved [YOU] that he gave his very self” (John 3:16).

See THE HOLY TRINITY, page 6

Please Note:
No July  

First Word
The summer season brings 
a winding down of ministry 
programming as we plan 
and prepare for fall kickoff 
activities. With this lighter 
time of happenings, we’re 
giving First Word a month 
off! Watch for an exciting 
issue in August that will not 
only recap a summer packed 
with activities but will also 
preview fall programming 
and new opportunities 
for First Lutheran and our 
community neighbors.

“Ready, Set, Go …”
A Prayer for Holy Trinity Sunday
O Lord, on this Holy Trinity Sunday 

… we ponder anew the divine 
mystery of your amazing Word . A 
Word that goes forth creating … 

redeeming … and sanctifying … in 
its very proclamation . A Word that 

has the power to create the very 
realities of which it speaks . A Word 
that’s deeper than any human desire 

and higher than any expectation . 
Quicken your Holy Spirit among our 

family of First Lutheran Church,  
O Lord, including your whole 
Catholic and Apostolic Church 

on earth – in a renewed calling to 
Mission . Going, making, disciples of 
all nations . Baptizing and teaching 

them your holy name . “In the name 
of the Father” (Ready) …  

“In the name of the Son” (Set) … 
“And in the name of the Holy Spirit” 

(Go) . AMEN . 
 (JRC)
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Choirs Celebrate Year of Music
On May 22, First Lutheran 
choral and bell ensembles 
gathered to give thanks for 
the past year of music and 
celebrated their leadership in 
the worship and music life 
of the congregation . At left 
Nancy Nervig, Mary Ann 
Hohman, Jean Eidsness, Judy 
Erickson, and Lois Vanderfeen 
enjoy fellowship and supper at 
the celebration .

Graduating high school seniors, Bella 
Tooley, Delenn Palmer, and Peter 
Christopherson, were given a Gift Edition 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship . 

Twelve-year Youth Choir members also received a 
Certificate of Appreciation for their dedication to 
the music ministry of the congregation and for their 
leadership in proclaiming the good news of Christ 
through music . At right Peter Christopherson receives 
his Certificate as Mary Ryrholm and the choir members 
applaud his efforts .

As we give thanks for each choir and handbell ensemble, we wish those who have graduated 
continued success and hope that the hymnals given will serve as a reminder of the steadfast love 
and new life given to each of them in Christ .

Meet the Ellingsen Family 
By Jodi Hoyt, Communications 
Director

First Lutheran Church is a 
community of faith gathered to 
hear God’s Word of good news 
in Jesus Christ . In such a large 
community, it is valuable to make 
opportunities 
to get to 
know one 
another 
better . We 
hope articles 
highlighting 
individuals 
and families 
of our 
congregation 
help us all 
to know 
and care for 
one another . 
Here is our interview with FLC 
President Aaron Ellingsen:

Tell us about yourselves.
Amber and I have two daughters, 
Izzy, a junior at Harrisburg High 
School; and Chloe, an 8th grader 
at Harrisburg North Middle 
School . I work as a financial 
advisor for UBS, and Amber 
works as a Realtor for Keller 
Williams .

We do a handful of things for fun . 
As a family we are very involved 
out at Cat Fish Bay, the Sioux Falls 
waterski team . The girls started 
skiing on the team five years ago, 
and I started skiing with the team 
last year . When we aren’t skiing, 
we are volunteering out there 
during Friday night shows . It’s 
a big commitment, but the girls 
love being part of the team, and 
they ski five days a week out there . 
My daughter Izzy has been riding 
horses since she was six years 
old, and she takes part in various 
regional and national horse shows . 
Chloe stays active during the year 
playing basketball and running 
track . Through the years, we’ve 
enjoyed all the friendships we’ve 
made attending our girls’ activities . 

How is First Lutheran 
important to you?
We joined FLC in 1998 when we 
went through the new member 
classes . Amber and I were engaged 
at the time, and we were looking 
for a church to get married in as 
well as establishing a church home 
as a newly married couple . At 
that time, I was relatively new to 
Sioux Falls, but Amber had been 
attending FLC on a semi-regular 
basis as a visitor . We got married at 
FLC in June of 1999 . 

A number of things drew us to 
First Lutheran . First, growing 
up in the Lutheran tradition was 
appealing to both of us . From 
the onset, we especially liked 
FLC’s focus on music excellence . 
Everything from the Adult Choir 
to Bonnie’s Carol Choir was 
impressive to us . Both of our girls 
ended up singing all four years 
with Bonnie in her outstanding 
choir . I also remember being so 
impressed with the organist at that 
time, Marcia Kittleson . She had 

a tendency to play a little loud, 
which I appreciated, and the entire 
sanctuary would just fill up with 
the sounds of our gorgeous pipe 
organ . In addition to the music, 
we were and continue to enjoy the 
breadth of offerings FLC provides 

its members . For example, before 
we became too old, we had a nice 
time being part of the 4:12 young 
adult group .

How do you teach faith at 
home?
When I think about our faith, the 
word intentionality comes to mind . 
If you aren’t intentional about 
it, it’s too easy for faith to “fall 
through the cracks” of a busy and 
hectic schedule . Early mornings 
are my time to think, reflect, and 
pray . About five years ago, I got 
involved in a men’s group that 
meets every Thursday morning . 
It’s made a substantial impact on 
my faith . Over the course of the 
year, we work through a series of 
books that keeps me accountable 
to reading my Bible, so it’s been 
good . As a good stoic Lutheran, 
verbalizing my faith to others 
continues to be a work in progress . 

Blessing one another, one of 
the recommendations of FLC’s 
youth and family department 
the past number of years, has 
been a wonderful addition to our 
household . It can be as simple as 
blessing your kids as they walk 
out the door for school in the 
morning . 

What are you looking 
forward to?
With my daughter graduating 
next year, I’m looking forward to 
spending as much quality time 
as a family as possible before she 
leaves for college . As a member of 
FLC, I look forward to being part 
of our 100-year celebration . I’m 
confident FLC will continue to 
walk beside us as a family as our 
needs evolve . The church has been 
an important partner with us in 
our faith through the years . 

What brought us in the door was a 
need to get married, but with that 
came baptisms and Sunday School 
for our girls . When my father 
passed away a few years ago, our 
pastoral staff was outstanding in 
being there for our family . As life 
events unfold, I’m confident FLC 
will continue to be there to both 
celebrate our highs while also being 
there in our times of sorrow .

Aaron, Isabella, Chloe and Amber Ellingsen

Miracle at 12th and Dakota!
By Marcia Huffman, WELCA Volunteer

The miracles we 
read in the Bible 
culminating with the 
resurrection of our 
Lord and Savior are 
those we know well 
and treasure deeply . 
Here on earth we 
can also be witness 
to miracles brought 
about by God and 
his followers, and 
the Church on 
the Street Easter 

Service was such an event . On Saturday, April 
13, the Church on the Street congregation, 172 
members strong, gathered in Reformation Hall 
at First Lutheran for Easter worship, a baptism, 
fellowship, a meal, Easter gifts for all, and an 
Easter egg hunt for the children . 

On Friday and Saturday twenty-one 
First Lutheran volunteers, including two 
elementary-age youth, gathered to
prepare, cook, welcome guests and serve a tasty 
meal of pulled pork sandwiches, cheesy potatoes, 
green bean casserole, carrots, cupcakes and 
cookies, plus 100 to-go boxes for Church on the 
Street . Three members of a Daisy Girl Scout Troop 

attended the dessert table handing out home-
baked goodies donated by ten FLC members and 
cookies provided by Eileen’s Cookies . The meal 
was sponsored by a gift from First Lutheran’s 
WELCA unit and other cash donations from our 
congregation . Rebel Hurd, Mission Developer 
and Minister for Church on the Street, led the 
energized worship service and baptized an adult 
member . First 
Lutheran Caring 
Coordinator, 
Jordan Stone, 
delivered the 
joyful Easter 
message . Much 
sharing and 
meaningful 
Easter music 
added to the 
inspirational service . 

Thanks to the overwhelming generosity of many 
members of our congregation, home-sewn gift bags 
filled with treasures were given to 66 children and 
small gift bags were provided for 126 adults . The 
smiles on the children’s faces and the appreciation 
displayed by the adults were all the thanks 
necessary . So what was the miracle you ask? The 
answer is the entire event! The love displayed by 
our congregation in providing Easter gifts, financial 
support, their time and talents, and the blessings 
God bestowed on all who attended, are evidence 
of the miracles that are accomplished through God 
and his family when we reach out together in joy 
and love . Thank you to the planners, cooks, those 
who sewed and packed the gift bags, servers, and 
all who shared the love of Jesus Christ with the 
Church on the Street congregation .

Rebel Hurd and her associates at Church on the 
Street extend their heartfelt gratitude to those who 
played a part in this service of Easter blessings .

Around the ChurCh
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CAre And heAlth Ministry

Grieving with Grace  
A Grief Support Group for Adults

• Meets First Saturday each month, 
9:30–11 a.m., FLC Gathering Room

• Led by Pastor Katherine Olson, 
Associate Pastor of Caring Ministries

Persons grieving 
the loss of a 
loved one do not 
have to walk the 
journey alone—
support and 
encouragement are 
available! Grieving 
with Grace has 
been meeting on 
the first Saturday 
of each month at First Lutheran since 
February 2017 . Each session begins at 
9:30 with social time and continues with 
the main program at 10 . We utilize the 
book “Understanding Your Grief” by Dr . 
Alan Wolfelt in our sessions . A free copy 
of the book is given to class participants . 

Newcomers are always welcome, and 
talking aloud is not required .

Please join us for any or all of the 
upcoming scheduled dates and topics:

• Saturday, June 1 – “Appreciate Your 
Transformation” (Wolfelt, ch . 10) . The 
journey of grief can transform us in 
many ways . Some of those changes can 
be celebrated! Join us for this session as 
we discuss the ways our lives have been 
forever impacted by our loved ones .

• Saturday, July 6 – “We Will Miss You: 
Support for Grieving the Death of a Pet .” 
In this special session of Grieving with 
Grace, we’ll discuss the unique dynamics 
of pet loss and strategies for honoring the 
loss of a beloved animal companion . 

If you have questions about this 
opportunity, contact to Pastor Katherine 
at kolson@flcsf .org or (605) 339-1983, 
ext . 214 .

And Then, We Laughed: Hope and 
Healing After Loss and Addiction

Special Presentation by Delaine Shay
Sunday, June 16, Friendship Room

Hosted by the Facing Addiction Team of FLC

Delaine Shay is a longtime resident of Sioux Falls 
and a member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church’s 
addiction ministry team . Her recently published 
memoir, And Then, We Laughed, is a compelling 
story of loss, perseverance, inspiration, laughter, and 
healing .

Join Delaine and the Facing 
Addiction Team of First 
Lutheran Church for this 
special forum on Sunday, 
June 16, in the Friendship 
Room, 10:45–11:45 a .m . 
There will be time for 
Q&A, and book signing . Books will be available for purchase, 
and refreshments will be provided .

For questions about this event, contact Pastor Katherine 
Olson at kolson@flcsf .org, or 339-1983 ext . 214 .

No Disappointed Lucys: 
A Reflection on Pentecost

By Pastor Katherine Olson

Professor Lucy Lind Hogan, writing for 
the website Working Preacher, shares this 
story of her Confirmation:

“On the day of my Confirmation, I was 
hoping and praying for…a sign. I was 
confirmed in the Episcopal Church and the 
day finally arrived when the bishop came to 
All Saints’ Church. All eyes were on me as I 
walked up the aisle toward the bishop seated 
before the altar. But I did not look at them. I 
was looking at Bishop McNairy anticipating 
a sign, a feeling, something remarkable that 
would let me know that something important 
had happened. I knelt before the bishop and 
he laid his hands upon my head; ‘Defend, 
O Lord, this thy Child with thy heavenly 
grace…’ I waited. I waited. Nothing. There 
were no doves or flames; no remarkable 
feeling. I rose and, with a heavy heart, 
returned to my pew. I was not a confirmed 
member of the Episcopal Church and yet, 
seemingly, the same old Lucy Lind – a 
disappointed Lucy.”

Can you relate to Lucy’s experience? 
At many times in my Christian life, I 
have experienced “Disappointed Lucy” 
moments too . Lucy’s story returned to my 
mind as I prepared to write this reflection 
on the Day of Pentecost .

The story of the first Pentecost comes to 
us in Acts chapter 2 . Fifty days after Jesus 
rose from the grave and ten days after he 
ascended into heaven, the disciples were 
huddled together in one place (again) . 
Suddenly there came, from heaven, the 
sound of a violent wind . Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, resting on 
each one . All the disciples were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability . 
A crowd of devout Jews grew near – they 
were amazed to hear the message of Jesus 
Christ being preached in their own native 
language – and after a powerful sermon 
preached by Peter, about three thousand 
people were baptized .

On June 9, we will celebrate Pentecost 
Sunday at First Lutheran Church, as will 
millions of Christians around the world . 
What can we Lucys of this world expect 
when we attend church? Fire? Hope not . 
Tongues? Je ne pense pas . Three thousand 
baptisms? Try two . Wind – well, in the 
parking lot, sure – it wouldn’t be a Sunday 
in South Dakota without it .

Does that mean that we do not expect the 
Spirit among us on Pentecost Sunday? No! 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus has much 
to say about the work of the Holy Spirit, 
including this: “he will testify on my 
behalf .” (15:26) The Spirit “will not speak 
on his own, but will speak whatever he 
hears…he will glorify me, because he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you .” 
The Spirit’s primary job is not to “give us a 
show,” but to serve as Christ’s witness . 

That means each time we gather for 
worship, the Spirit is not just near – the 
Spirit is here, witnessing to Christ’s work 
and impressing the preaching of his work 
upon our heart . This is first done in our 
baptism and again each time as we hear the 
word of Jesus Christ proclaimed and are 
given grace to believe it . The Spirit then 
goes with us, wherever we go, so that we 
may bear witness to the hope within us 
and share the good news in the way the 
Spirit so equips us . 

Hear this, whenever you begin to feel like 
a Disappointed Lucy: Some days will seem 
ordinary, some days will seem special, and 
some days will be just plain tough . No 
matter how you are feeling on a given day, 
the Spirit is not finished witnessing to you 
about the work of Jesus Christ . The Spirit 
will be faithfully present among you, just 
as Christ has promised . 

A grown woman named Lucy said it like 
this: “Something important did happen 
(the day of my Confirmation) . I was filled 
with the love, the peace, the Spirit of God, 
and that Spirit continues to fill me… .that 
Spirit fills all of those who believe in Jesus . 
That is the good news of Pentecost .”

Vacation Bible School–For Senior Adults!
Tuesday, July 23, and Wednesday, July 24, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Why should kids have all the fun? First Lutheran’s Care and Health Ministry will 
host a two-day Vacation Bible School for senior adults at First Lutheran . We’ll 
share crafts, meals, and activities together while discussing faithful living in life’s 
later years and lessons from the Book of Ruth . More info and register online at 
flcsf .org/SeniorVBS .

Delta Dental 
Mobile Program
Delta Dental’s mobile dental truck 
will be at First Lutheran Church 
June 17–21 . The fully equipped 
mobile dental office provides 
quality care to children from first tooth through age 21 who can’t afford or access a 
dentist . Service is provided at no cost to the child or family and is open to the public . 
No insurance is necessary . Advance registration is necessary . Help us spread the word 
about this upcoming opportunity .

Volunteers will be needed to register patients for their appointments . To sign up, or for 
more information, contact Jordan Stone at 339-1983 ext . 237 or jstone@flcsf .org .

Image, sundaysandseasons.com/visuals
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Meet the Women of 
Lydia/Rachel Circle
By Janet Nessig

As the name implies, Lydia/Rachel is 
the merger of two circles who were both 

meeting at the church at 9:30 am on the 
third Thursday of the month . The decision was 

made to meet together in the Gathering Room 
and make it known that there is room for more . 

This move also facilitated the attendance of those with 
walkers and canes and those using Project CAR for transportation .

Rachel Circle had a long 
standing reputation for 
concentrating on the Bible 
study . Through the years 
many pastor’s wives were 
members of this group . They 
also had a history of working 
with the Food Buttik at the 
bazaar .

Lydia Circle was known as 
the “Lefse Ladies” not only 
because they are responsible 
for buttering and packaging 
the lefse for the bazaar each 
year, but because for many 
years the members made 
the lefse at the home of 
Gladys Halstenson for weeks 
preceding the bazaar . Gladys, 
who also gave lefse making 
lessons at the church, was co-
chairman of the circle from 
1983 until 2011 . She will 
celebrate her 102nd birthday 
this year on June 30 .

Every other month volunteers 
from the circle visit residents 
of Bethany Nursing Home 
to help them play Bingo 
and award the winners 
with quarters . They also 
take homemade buttered 
banana bread and have been 
welcomed with the words, 
“Come sit by me . I’m glad 
you came . Did you bring 
banana bread?”

On the first Thursday 
morning of June, the ladies 

of Lydia/Rachel Circle will decorate the tables, provide the food, and serve those 
attending the monthly all-circle WELCA meeting in the Gathering Room .
 

Circles

• Dorcas • Elizabeth
 •

 H
an

na
h 
• 

Ka
tie

 •
 Lo

is •
 Lydia/Rachel • Martha • Rhoda • Ruth • Sarah

Summer Bible Study
The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi

June 5–July 17, 6:30 p.m., Friendship Room

Are you ready to begin your journey to 
a deeper faith? In this six-session video 
Bible study, Kathie Lee invites you to 
join her as she visits sites in Israel that 
impacted her life . As she shares her story, 
coauthor Rabbi Jason Sobel, a messianic 
Jewish rabbi, provides fascinating 
background details that make the story 
of the New Testament come alive . Kathie 
Lee and Rabbi Sobel will teach us to 
examine the texts of the Bible .

This six-week interactive study includes 
daily assignments and weekly group 
sessions . During the evening group 
sessions, we will view a video with 
Kathie Lee and Rabbi Sobel . These 
videos reveal the significance of Jesus 
(the rock), Israel (the road), and God’s 
Word (the Rabbi) . 

The study will be Wednesdays, June 5 
through July 17, 6:30-8 p .m ., in the 
Friendship Room . The recommended 
study guide ($10 .39+tax) and paperback 
book ($13 .59+tax) can be purchased at 

Crossroads’ Bookstore . To receive the 
discounted price, please ask for the First 
Lutheran Church special order (behind 
the counter) . 

We invite you to join us as we explore 
mysteries revealed in the Word through 
this study . If you have any questions, 
contact Donna Johnson at 359-8623, 
DeAnn Clark at 359-4754, or Susan 
Quail at 366-2811 .

Please note this is not a WELCA Bible 
study. All men and women are welcome.

The Art of Giving Back
By Jim Clark, FLC Member and SculptureWalk Director

Perhaps you’ve spent a leisurely afternoon strolling through downtown Sioux Falls 
admiring the many different sculptures from across the United States and around 
the world, but have you wondered how the program SculptureWalk got started? 
Who? How? What? When? So many questions and Jim Clark will answer all of these 
questions and more at the WELCA meeting on June 6 at 10 a .m .

Jim grew up in the shadows of the St . 
Joseph’s Cathedral in Sioux Falls and there 
he became interested in beautiful art . He 
also discovered a whole new world of art 
when he participated in a global semester 
at St . Olaf College when he was a young 
student . Jim is the founder and Executive 
Director of SculptureWalk Sioux 
Falls . Jim’s combined love of art 
and Sioux Falls came 
together when he 
proposed in 2003 
to the City of 
Sioux Falls a public 
art program which 
would have new sculptures 
annually in the downtown 
area, hence SculptureWalk 
was born . From 
2004 to present 
there have been 
777 world-class 
sculptures exhibited 
in downtown Sioux Falls 
and many have been purchased and 
reside in numerous public and private areas 
throughout the Siouxland region . 

The SculptureWalk team is comprised of many volunteers and supporters, many of 
which come from the family of First Lutheran Church . Jim says, “The volunteers and 
supporters are the lifeline for the program and without them the program could not 
exist .” If you are interested in volunteering, Jim will be happy to find a place for you to 
use your talent .

Jim says, “I grew up in Sioux Falls, DeAnn and I raised our two boys here and I 
love this city . We wanted to give something back in appreciation for all that this city 
has given us . I strongly believe SculptureWalk is a very positive cultural experience 
and helps to grow the economy by attracting more tourists to the community .” As 
SculptureWalk continues to flourish, Jim’s goal for the program is to be the highest 
quality, most professional, financially strong, artist friendly, year-round outdoor 
sculpture program in the United States . Come and learn about how Jim’s dream has 
become reality .

WoMen’s Ministries

Jim Clark guides a sculpture installation.

Sandy Holloman (above left) and Shirley Bly (below left) and 
FLC volunteers butter Lefsa in preparation for the bazaar.

Pictured above are: Seated - Lillian Carlson, Shirley Lloyd, Eileen Quanbeck
Standing - Janet Naessig, Wanda Todd, Mary Nicolai 

Not pictured: Shirley Bly, Sandy Holleman, Lottie Rollag



5

First Lutheran Church • 327 South Dakota Avenue • Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104 • Phone 605-336-3734 • f lcsf.org

First Word • June 2019

Milestone Minute
High School Senior Recognition
High School Senior Recognition Milestone was Sunday, May 5 . At the 11 a .m . worship 
service, the seniors received a special blessing and a beautiful hand-made quilt from our 
amazing First Lutheran Quilters .

youth And FAMily Ministry

Did You Know?
By Marnie Dahle Backer 
Director, Youth and Family Ministries

Did you know our 
sixth grade youth finish 
out their first year of 
Confirmation with 
two fun and exciting 
activities, Stump the 
Pastor and M&M 

Dispensers? These traditions have been 
going on for quite a while now . Stump 
the Pastor is the culmination of a yearlong 
collection of faith questions . At the 
beginning of the school year, the sixth 
graders create a God Jar – a large clear 
glass vessel that they decorate with cutout 
words and pictures from magazines that 
are Mod-Podged on and kept on their 

small group table . Whenever a sixth 
grader has a question of faith, they are 
invited to write it down on a slip of paper 
and put it in the God Jar . Sixth graders 
typically have a lot of questions, and 
there isn’t always enough time during a 
regular class period to get to them . So, 
at the end of the year, they get a special 
sit-down with Pastor John, who draws the 
slips out of the jar and helps explain or 
answer their burning questions . Now…
sometimes they’re deep, like “Why do 
bad things happen to good people?” And 
sometimes they have questions like “How 
many songs are in the hymnal?” or “Do 
you know how many bathrooms we have 
at FLC?” You kind of have to go with the 
flow sometimes – Pastor John does a great 
job with them .

Meanwhile, down in the wood shop, the other half of the class is hanging out with 
the dynamic father/son duo of Les and Eric Hernes creating M&M dispensers! This 
ministry started many years ago by the late Elmer Sorenson, who had a mission to 
show these awesome twelve-year-olds how ministry happens in many ways and with 
many gifts . Now Les creates and prepares all the pieces for the dispensers, and Eric 
deftly shows them how to assemble them . The youth LOVE this tradition and look 
forward to it all year . 

We thank God for our awesome confirmation shepherds, pastors, wood shop 
volunteers, parents, and all those who help guide our sixth graders during their first 
year of confirmation . We pray that these children of God are learning more about their 
faith and building relationships to last a lifetime .

Joy Ranch – Harper Beatch, Nicholas 
Bradfeldt, Kaeson Crotteau, Emmett 
Kiesow-Knudson, Saylor McCoy, 
Carter Olinger, Annika Smith, Reed 
Smith, Maxwell Swan, Desmond Walter 

NeSoDak – Evan Abild, Lily 
Halverson, Kenaan Koonz, Amelia 
Olson, Ingrid Ready, Ella Smith, Ingrid 
Thompson, Caroline Zeeb

Outlaw Ranch – Matthew Alpers, Finn 
Backer, Sadie Dewitz, Brenna McElroy, 
Isaac Williams

Metigoshe – Luke Martin, Donnie 
Stoltz

Flathead – Mollie Brown, Alyssa 
Elton, Ashley Elton, Grace Glover, 
Dylan Hankel, Garrett Leiseth, Adam 
Monson, Cole Olson, Isaac Reiner, 
Bella Tooley, Lauren Williams

Peru – Isaac Hewitt, Maria Neely, 
Taylor Neely, Tyler Neely, Becca Nevin, 
Hailey Olson, Meredith Reiner, Eric 
Sather, Emelia Skogstad, Jacob Ugland, 
Hannah Wollenzien

Colombia – Karol Baer, Jennifer Hoff, 
Marcia Huffman, Brooke Kokenge, 
Colleen Kokenge, Larry Kokenge, 
Lindsey Kokenge, Larry Olson, Brenda 
Plimpton, Liz Thiner

Summer Send-Off Milestone
Sunday, June 2, we gather with all campers and mission trip participants and their 
families as we prepare to send them out into the world this summer . Stay tuned for 

photos of their adventures in faith, and please keep them in your prayers .

Clockwise from top, Senior men participate in worship; Bella Tooley is wrapped by  
Shirley Thom; Issac Hewitt gets a blessing from Marcia Huffman; and Delenn Palmer  
is wrapped in warmth and prayers by Marcia Knutson.

Sixth-grade students gathered around the table with Pastor John to ask some questions 
and maybe get a few answers during “Stump the Pastor.”

Ava Brown and Charlotte Crawford 
diligently assemble their pieces.

Corbin Lane ponders his next move with 
Les Hernes nearby to assist.

The finished products! Front row: Brooke Pruitt, Makenzie Nelson, Brenna McElroy, Corbin 
Lane, Quintin Hernes, Natalie Dillon, Ava Brown, and Charlotte Crawford celebrate their 
success with Les and Eric Hernes (standing in the back).
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ChurCh CounCil
Officers/Executive Committee
Aaron Ellingsen .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President
Michael Paulson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Vice President
Randy Eide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Treasurer
Mindy Moore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary
John Christopherson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Senior Pastor
Terri Carlson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Member-at-Large
Lenae Schwartz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Member-at-Large

Council Representatives
Care & Health  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Barney Brandenburg
Education & Discipleship   .  .  .  .  .  . Cami Jacobsen
Evangelism & Outreach  .  .  .  .  .  . Colleen Kokenge
Finance, Admin . & Property  .  .  .  . Michael Kedik
FLCW  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kathy Stelzer
Foundation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Somer Anderson
Stewardship & Giving  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Birgit Peterson
Welcome & Community  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Deb Nelson
Worship & Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .James Moore
Youth & Family  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ben Ready

First lutherAn ChurCh 
stAFF direCtory

Pastoral Staff
(203) Dr . John Christopherson .  .  .  .  .Senior Pastor
(210) Rev . Lars Olson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Executive Pastor
(209) Rev . Jeff Backer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Associate Pastor
(214) Rev . Katherine Olson*  .  .  . Associate Pastor
(202) Rev . Bob Chell* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . David Houck* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Roger Noer*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Dennis Tranberg*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Dave Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Emeritus

Administrative Staff
(236) Marilyn McNeill  .  .  . Church Administrator
(211) Jody Bymers  .  .  .  .  .  . Finance Administrator
(202) Donna Jahr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary to the Pastors
(225) Kristy Zuraff*  .  .  . Admin/PM Receptionist
(201) Cleo Sorensen*  .  .  .  .  .  . Receptionist/Secretary

Care and Health Ministries
(237) Jordan Stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Caring Coordinator
(202) Cheryl Satterlee*  .  .  . Wedding Coordinator

Media Ministry
(231) Jodi Hoyt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Director
(252) Susan Bell  .  .Communications Coordinator
(213) Kathy Hein*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Garrett Masters*  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) David Palmer* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Hons Oakland* .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Tanner Wangsness*  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director

Facilities
(201) Dave Wilson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Facility Manager
(201) Rick East  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Custodian 
(201) Jeff Hartnett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Custodian

Worship and Music Ministries
(260) Zachary Brockhoff  .  .  .  . Director/Organist,

FLYGHT and Jubilant Singers Director
(261) Shirley Barlow*  .  .  . Administrative Assistant
(261) Larry Olson*  .  .  .  .  . Contemporary Worship 
(261) Dr . Paul Nesheim*  .  . Adult Choir Director 

Women’s Choir Director
(261) Bonnie Lindgren*  .  .  . Carol Choir Director
(261) Donna Hamilton* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Accompanist 
(261) Sue Severson*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Accompanist
(261) Mary Ryrholm* .  .  . Agape Ringers Director
(261) Pam Sonnichsen*  .  . Instrumental Coordinator
(261) Marcia Kittelson*  .  .  .  .  .  . Organist Emerita

Youth and Family Ministries
(204) Marnie Dahle Backer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Director
(228) Mark Nassen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Coordinator
(238) Heather Smith .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Children’s Minister
(235) Elias Johnson-Youngquist  .  . Youth Minister
(228) Nancy Henrichsen* .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Gayle Johnson*  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Irma Rodriguez Leon* .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Kris Stark* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Samantha Stark*  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant

( )=Direct dial phone extensions  
*Part-time

Main phone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(605) 336-3734
Direct dial to extensions  .  .  .  .  .  .(605) 339-1983
Toll-free  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(800) 425-9899
Fax  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(605) 336-8370
Pastoral emergency   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(605) 610-9431
Custodian cell  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(605) 351-8281
Project CAR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .(605) 332-2777

Worship serviCes
Saturday (Chapel)   
 5 p .m .  Vespers/Communion
Sunday (Sanctuary) 
  8 a .m . Traditional Worship  

with Communion 
  9:30 a .m . Traditional Worship 
  11 a .m . Contemporary Worship
Media Ministries Broadcasts
  8 a .m . KELO-FM Radio (101 .9)
  11 a .m . KSFY (Sioux Falls),  

KPRY (Pierre) and  
KABY (Aberdeen)

First Word is the monthly newspaper 
of First Lutheran Church in Sioux 
Falls, SD . It is distributed to members 
of the congregation and others upon 
request . Opinions expressed in First 
Word are those of the authors and 
are not necessarily shared by the First 
Lutheran Church congregation or 
staff . The editors of First Word reserve 
the right to edit submissions . 

Newsletter submissions are due the 
first business day of the month. Please 
submit articles or questions regarding 
First Word to Communications 
Director, Jodi Hoyt, at jhoyt@flcsf .org . 
Reader feedback is always welcome .

First Word is available online to read 
or download at flcsf .org/firstword .

Council Highlights, April 25, 2019
If church members wish to add to an upcoming Council 
meeting agenda, please contact Marilyn McNeill, Business 
Administrator, at 339-1983 ext . 236, or mmcneill@flcsf .org . 
Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of each month . First 
Lutheran Church members are welcome to visit meetings .

• Offerings are down, likely weather related, because 
attendance has been down due to the weather . We will 
review this monthly .

• Pastor John thanked many members and staff for their work 
for Easter and Lent . 

• Everyone was reminded of the Paul Manz Hymn Festival on 
Sunday, May 12 .

• A Council Retreat is planned Saturday, May 11, 9–11 a .m ., 
for boards to discuss and communicate goals for this year 
into next year . 

• Discussion was held regarding streamlining the review 
process for staff . The reviews will all be done in one month 
instead of the anniversary of hire .

• Somer Anderson gave a report of the Foundation’s quarterly 
meeting . They focused on how to better share the Legacy 
Society with the members of First Lutheran .

• Council read and reviewed a draft letter that was written to 
be sent to inactive members . This is an ongoing process as to 
how to best contact and engage our membership . Caring for 
new members is a big part of this . Pastor Lars shared a draft 
document on how to best contact inactive members and what 

constitutes an inactive member . Updating the database is 
important and needs annual review . There are many inactive 
members for whom we have no contact information for . 
There are inactive members who have been inactive for 2 to 
5 years or more . These two categories will have all church 
communication cease unless they are recognized as being 
in attendance or re-engage in the life of the congregation . 
Recent inactive members (2 years or less) will continue 
to receive church communication and will be identified 
in the member engagement process . Active and inactive 
membership of First Lutheran is part of the Council’s 
responsibility

• Lenae Schwartz with other members of boards spearheaded a 
process to interview architecture firms for a proposal to award 
a contract to a firm that will conduct a study of conceptual 
design of possible Welcome Center, Atrium, Gathering 
Room redesign and provide preliminary estimates . The 
Executive Committee recommended Architecture, Inc . The 
Council approved the recommendation . Architecture, Inc . 
will have a proposed plan in 4 to 5 weeks which works well 
with timeline of voting for a possible capital campaign . After 
the plan is finished there will be a few more focus groups to 
be ready for a congregational vote . 

• Colleen Kokenge shared what the Evangelism and Outreach 
Board is doing and planning . They are involved in many new 
and ongoing projects . Their goal is to reach out to neighbors 
and love them and ultimately share the Gospel with them .

The Holy Trinity cont.
My friends, God who is the Creator of 
ALL things – visible and invisible – has 
come near to us – taking on human flesh 
(John 1:14) – in the person of Jesus our 
Savior . In Jesus we have a brother who 
shares and bears our sorrows (Hebrews 
4:14-16; Isaiah 53:1-9) – who enters 
the world and seeks us out even in the 
very deepest/darkest places of our fears 
and doubt – even death (Luke 15) . As 
the famous Harvard philosopher and 
mathematician, Alfred North Whitehead 
observed: “The Buddha gave us his great 
teaching; but Christ gave us his life” 
(Religion In The Making, p .55) .

I remember well, when our children were 
little … being awakened in the middle of 
the night by the shuffling of little “Jammy 
Feet” – the touch of a little hand on my 
face and a little voice that would say: 
“Daddy?// Me scared!// Dinosaurs in my 
room .// (I think in large part, this was 
due to our taking one too many trips to 
the Museum of the Rockies in Bozmena, 
MT – which was just a few blocks from 
our home . Especially the 25-foot-tall 
Tyrannosaurus Rex that “greeted” you in 
the front lobby!) And so taking Johnny, or 
later Sarah or Matt back to their rooms, 
I’d lie down next to them on their beds, 
assuring them not to be afraid: “Go to sleep 
now,” I’d say . “I’m here for you.” Yes, this is 
God’s loving word to each of us, whatever 
the darkness or doubt we may encounter 
in life .

Now thirdly, we come to the full 
expression of the Holy Trinity in the Third 
Article of the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in 
God, the Holy Spirit .” So … if John 3:16 
is “the gospel in a nutshell” (Luther) … 
well, this is certainly a tough nut to crack! 
For with God as Creator we can look to 
the majesty of God’s creation – of “God 
with us .” “The font and wellspring of all 
things good” (John Calvin; Institutes I/1, 
i) . AND with God as Companion or 
Savior we can look to the New Testament 
of the Bible and read about Jesus’ life and 
ministry – of his Word and Sacraments 

that still enter our ears and hands – of 
“God for us.” But God as Holy Spirit?! 
Thankfully, Jesus gives us some help here 
when he explains in John 14:18 and 
again in John 20:22: “I will not leave you 
desolate. …I will breathe into you my Holy 
Spirit, the Comforter;” that is, “God in us .” 
Thus, God as Holy Spirit is the power of 
the power of life itself, has breathed and 
continues to breathe God’s self into his 
creation . In-spires it and us . Again, as St . 
Paul witnesses in I Corinthians 3:16: “Do 
you not know that you are God’s temple 
and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” (cf . 
I Cor . 6:19; emphasis added) . And so, 
this ongoing Spirit, the Spirit of Christ is 
poured out upon the disciples at Pentecost 
(“the birthday of the church,” cf . Acts 2:17, 
21), and continues still to this day, to come 
to us, “gathering and enlightening [and 
saving us]” (Luther’s Small Catechism) as 
we call upon Jesus’ name in prayer, praise, 
and thanksgiving: “Holy, Holy, Holy; Lord 
God Almighty.”

To conclude: one fascinating way that I 
have come to understand the doctrine 
of the Trinity is to think of the various 
expressions of our life in God – in the 
extraordinary character of the ordinary . 
For example: how we measure time as 
“Past, Present, and Future” (which in 
Old English is exactly what “which, wert, 
and art” means!); of the triangle being 
the strongest geometric or architectural 
form; of measuring human gestation in 
“tri-mesters”; of the three primary colors 
of red, blue, and yellow . Even our journey 
of life is marked with a kind of trilogy, 
of a “beginning, a middle, and end” – in 
Christ . Yes, “Blest be the tie that binds .” 
Blessed Trinity .

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit . As it was in the 
beginning (“which”) is now (“wert”) – and 
ever shall be (“art”) . 

Dr . John Christopherson
Senior Pastor

www.youtube.com/flcsf

www.facebook.com/flcsf

@FirstLutheranSF

@firstlutheransf
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FinAnCiAl serviCes

Gifts and Memorials
Gifts to the First Lutheran 
Foundation in honor of:
Betty Pfeifle’s Birthday: Carol Lerdal
Bob Doescher’s 80th birthday: Don & 
Florence Toft

Gifts to the FLC Foundation in 
memory of:
Derek Christensen: Vance & Sherry 
Goldammer
Steven Hanson: Don & Florence Toft
Edna Morgan: Don & Florence Toft

Gifts to Meals from the Heart in 
honor of:
Bob Doescher 80th birthday: Sandra 
Pedersen

Gifts to Media Ministry in honor of:
Bob Doescher 80th birthday: Howard & 
Lou Ann Paulson

Gifts to Media Ministry in 
memory of:
Derek Christinsen: Mary Eich
Mitzi Dahle: Darlene Weis
Steven Hanson: Douglas & Carol Uthe, 

Dorothy Grevlos
Lowell Larsen: Christopher & Joanne 

Avery, Duane & Audrey Fodness, Lois 
Peterson, Kathleen Stelzer, Hazel Wek

Darrel Moseson: Doris Bushard, Dorothy 
Grevlos

Darrell Seeman: Howard & Lou Ann 
Paulson, Barbara Sampson

Bev Stoeckmann: Jim Stoeckmann

Gifts to Care and Health 
Ministries in Memory of:
Steve Hanson: Mary Eich

Gifts to Missions in memory of: 
Gaylene Haber: John & Kelly Clark, 

Mary Anne, Daniel & Carol Collins, 
Kent & Carolyn Cutler, Dawson Truck 
Parts, Inc ., Donald & Teresa Deetz, 
Harold & Marlys Haber, Brenda 
Haber, Carol Lerdal, Diane Ness, Lynn 
& Kristi Nicholas, Ray & Rosalie 
Ramstad, Constance Rexroad, Harold 
Slinden, Jay & Hazel Van Hove, David 
& Judy Van Veldhuizen

Gifts to FLC Quilters in memory of:
Mitzi Dahle: Howard & Arlene Bich, 
Sandy Holleman

MediA Ministry

Financial Update 
as of April 2019

Total Revenue, year-to-date
2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $643,012
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $711,800

Total Expenses, year-to-date
2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $731,275
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $658,620

Contract For Deed  
   Ideal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $245,644
HVAC System   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $615,605
Worship Attendance   .  .  .  .  .  . 3,713

Sponsorships available 
The cost of un-sponsored broadcasts, telecasts, and closed captioning is a 
budget expense. Please consider sponsoring a radio broadcast, telecast, 
or closed captioning in honor of or in memory of a loved one, or in 
celebration of a special life event . To learn more, please call the church at 
(605) 336-3734 . Additional open dates may be available .

June 6: Radio broadcast is sponsored 
by Joan and Frank Hansen in honor 
of their 65th wedding anniversary, on 
June 8 .

 Television is sponsored by Ardeen 
and Cindy Mulder in honor of their 
50th anniversary on June 14 .

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available .

June 9: Radio is sponsored by Dave and 
Pam Sonnichsen in celebration of 
their 50th wedding anniversary .

 Television sponsorship on the CW 
available .

 Closed Captioning is sponsored 
by Dave and Pam Sonnichsen in 
celebration of their 50th wedding 
anniversary .

June 16: Radio is sponsored in honor of 
Doris Salem, who will celebrate her 
birthday on June 23, by her family .

 Television is sponsored in recognition 
of Joyce M . Ashley’s parents through 
earnings from her memorial gift to the 
First Lutheran Church Foundation . 

 Closed Captioning available .

June 23: Radio is sponsored by John 
Hillgren in loving memory of Ralph 
and Priscilla Hillgren and in memory 
of their daughter, Sonja Dorothy 
Hillgren . It is made possible through 
a gift to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation .

 Television is sponsored in memory 
of David and Susan Lankford by the 
earnings of a gift to the First Lutheran 
Church Foundation from their family 
and friends . David and Susan would 
have celebrated their anniversary on 
June 23 .

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available .

June 30: Radio is sponsored in honor of 
Pr . John and Cathy Christopherson’s 
40th wedding anniversary .

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available .

 Television is sponsored in memory 
of Muriel and Deb Ekeland by their 
family, Norm Ekeland, Rob and 
Kari Ekeland, and Rachel and Trey 
Lawson .

Thank You 
June Broadcast Sponsors

First Lutheran Church’s worship can be seen every Sunday at 11 a .m . on KSFY, 
KPRY, and KABY in South Dakota; southwest Minnesota; northwest Iowa; and 
northeast Nebraska . Sunday’s 8 a .m . worship is broadcast live on KELO-FM, 101 .9 .

KELO Broadcast:

May 5: In memory of Albert & Stella 
Wold by Dick and Jeanne Wold .

May 12: In memory of Harry and Lena 
Dooyema, by their family .

May 19: By Deb and Mike Olson in 
honor of their wedding anniversary . 
They were married at First Lutheran 
Church 35 years ago on May 19 .

May 26: In memory of Erling and Clara 
Haugo, who would have celebrated 
their wedding anniversary on May 
29 . It is made possible by earnings of 
a gift to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation .

KSFY telecast (fully sponsored 
unless noted)

May 5: In memory of Jake and Amelia 
Fritz and their son, Leonard Fritz, by 
family .

May 12: In honor of, and in memory of all 
mothers, by the First Lutheran Church 
Women .

May 19: By Deb and Mike Olson in 
honor of their wedding anniversary . 
They were married at First Lutheran 
Church 35 years ago on May 19 . 

KSFY Closed Captioning
May 12: In honor of the 59th wedding 

anniversary of our parents, Dr . J . David 
and Sally Larsen, by Lori and David 
Melemseter .

Listings are through April 30, 2019.   
May include some names not listed  

in previous issues.

Births
Dec . 5, 2018 Grant Thomas Deibert, son 

of Michael and Stacy Deibert
Jan . 27 Cooper Kade Nelson, son of 

Bailey Nelson and Courtney Johnson
Feb . 6 Quincy Clifford Dalton, son of 

Jordan and Calie Dalton
Feb . 20 Eli Richard Hawk, son of Justin 

and Jessica Hawk
March 1 Jack Noble Foss Hesla, son of Eric 

Hesla and Berit Foss
Apr . 19 Kathryn Dese Heinert, daughter 
of Alex and Kelsey Heinert

Baptisms
April 7 Rayce Thomas Nielsen, son of 

Jason and Michelle Nielsen
April 13 Lauren Faye Anderson, daughter 

of Ross and Chelsie Anderson
April 20  Cooper Kade Nelson, son of 

Bailey Nelson and Courtney Johnson
April 20 Courtney Love Johnson (adult) 
April 28 Waylon Michael Johnson, son of 

Seth and Cali Johnson

Deaths
March . 19 Art Klopstad
April 4 Derek Christensen
April 5 Darrell Seeman
April 13 Philip Varney
April 18 Gaylene Haber
April 25 Stacey Rietz

Support First Lutheran in providing a weekly worship 
experience for people who are unable attend worship in 
person. Sponsor a radio broadcast, television broadcast, 
or closed captioning in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one, celebrate a special life event or to the glory of God.

Learn more: Contact First Lutheran at (605) 336-3734

Senior Luncheon
June 11 at 12 p.m.

All First Lutheran senior adults and their friends are invited to join us for a 
delicious catered lunch and an entertaining program on the second Tuesday 
of each month . On Tuesday, June 11, at noon, the menu is BBQ pulled 
pork sandwiches, coleslaw, baked beans The program will be Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) . Please RSVP for the luncheon by calling 
the church receptionist at 336-3734, before Wednesday, June 5 . Need a ride? 
Please call Project CAR, 332-2777, by 9 a .m . on Monday, June 10 .
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Why Do We Do What We Do?
By Jeff Backer, Associate Pastor  
of Evangelism and Outreach

A member of our 
congregation recently 
asked me this question: 
“Why do we do what 
we do?” Fair question 
I thought . When I 
responded with the 
question, “Why do you 

think we do what we do?” (I know, you are 
not supposed to respond to a question with 
a question!), I got an answer of, “I just don’t 
know .” They went on to comment that we are 
involved in so many outreach opportunities, 
but it does not seem to be making a 
difference to get new people here, especially 
younger people . When I asked if larger meant 
better, I got quite the look! Their response 
was that growing the church is what we are 
supposed to be doing . Not trying to be a 
smart aleck, I responded by saying actually, 
this is not what Christ calls us to do . 

Throughout the gospels, Jesus never tells any 
of his disciples to go and grow the church . 
What does he tell them? He bestows the 
ability to forgive or bind sin 
in his name; we know this 
as the office of the keys . He 
sends an advocate, or the 
Holy Spirit, to guide us as 
God’s continued presence 
in the world . But above all, 
he tells those who believe in 
him to go; share the good 
news of Jesus Christ; make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit . 

For too long, too many people have thought 
that sitting passively in the pew to get “fed” 
is what’s required of them, or that the main 
goal of finding a church is to attend one you 
‘like .’

The goal of any Christian should never be 
to find a church you like and just sit in the 
pew . The goal should be to fully engage in 
the ministry and mission . Engaged people 
are passionate people . They know what the 
mission is . They live it out . They serve in 
it . They are passionate enough about it to 

invite their friends into it . Over the long-
term, you can accomplish way more with 
300 engaged, passionate people than with 
3,700 disengaged attenders . The disengaged 
group will dwindle . The engaged people will 
advance God’s word and mission and things 
will never stay the same .

At First Lutheran we have dozens of 
opportunities to intersect the lives of people, 
share the gospel, and continue God’s mission 
to redeem people to himself . But it is really 
easy to start to lose focus of why we are here; 
sometimes it is very hard to keep the main 
thing, the main thing . 

I recently shared with a group of people 
attending the adult session of Scripture First 
about some of the interesting ways First 
Lutheran has been invited into some unique 
opportunities to build relationships with 
people in our neighborhood . Our partnership 
with Lowell Elementary is one amazing 
way this is happening . This year has been 
awesome! 

Through the work of many dedicated First 
Lutheran volunteers, we were able to build 
relationships with children and some of the 

families by offering family 
friendly movies once a 
month for families to attend 
together . We provided 
popcorn and water in a 
warm, safe environment at 
the school . Our volunteers 
worked as reading buddies 
in classrooms on a rotating 
basis; several First Lutheran 

members are child mentors, meeting each 
week with a child . Our volunteer reading 
buddies facilitated holiday parties for several 
classrooms before Christmas . We collected 
hundreds of good new and used books that 
were given to children to take home to 
encourage reading at home . We sponsored 
the Pancake Feed so families could afford to 
come and enjoy this fun event . The men in 
the First Lutheran wood shop are currently 
working to refurbish the planter boxes so 
students can learn to plant their own food-
bearing plants . We served 520 hot meal 
lunches in partnership with the Nightwatch 
ministry and First UMC over the Christmas 

break . We have also tried to 
honor teachers and other 
school workers to encourage 
morale by giving treats and 
supplying meals at various 
times of the school year . We 
want those who educate our 
children to know they are 
needed and appreciated . So 
many fun opportunities! 
And the response has been 
much appreciation, with 
a few families starting 
to worship here at First 
Lutheran and becoming 
engaged in other parts of our 
ministry .

This is ONE way we do 
what we do . There are so 
many more . At the end 
of the day, all of these 
things are opportunities to 
share the gospel and invite 
others into a life with Jesus 
Christ . Invite others into 
this community; find new 
ways to ignite a passion for 
yourself to share in God’s 
mission . This IS why we do 
what we do! AMEN

evAngelisM And outreACh Ministry

June Special Offering:  
Church on the Street and  

First Lutheran African Ministry 
By Colleen Kokenge, Evangelism and Outreach Board Chair

Church on the Street
Church on the Street is a South Dakota 
Synod-sponsored ministry that focuses 
on those who are housing challenged 
or just don’t find themselves a part of 
a regular congregation . This ministry 
preaches the gospel to all people 
and encourages homeless people to 
become leaders in the church . Another 
exciting part of this ministry is assisting 
homeless people in getting out of 
the shelters or off the streets and into 
homes of their own .

Rebel Hurd, pictured above, currently 
a Luther Seminary student and 
candidate in the South Dakota 
Synod, is the mission developer for 
Church on the Street, which is now 
approximately three years old and 
is housed at First Lutheran Church . 
Another familiar face is Harriet 
Monson, who orchestrates some of the 
special ministry projects like Laundry 
with Love . Because of the many 
volunteers and support received, this 
ministry has grown significantly in 
just three short years . 

Church on the Street offers a 
monthly worship and a bible study 
twice a month . Rebel, along with 
four members of the church, walk 
areas in the city four times a week to 
make contact with homeless people . 
With the support of churches and 
volunteers from Augustana University, 
the ministry Laundry with Love is 
offered twice a month . 

Church on the Street also offers three 
special events a year . One event is the 
Health and Healing full-day event that 

was recently held at First Lutheran 
Church . Other events include Arts in 
the Park; the Empty Bowl fundraiser 
held at Our Savior’s Lutheran; and 
Augustana University’s 5K run/walk, 
Guide Your Feet .

FLC has lead the worship service 
for Easter the Saturday before Easter 
each year . Due to the generosity of 
members, 66 Easter bags were made 
for youth and 125 for adults in 
additional to a meal served .

First Lutheran African Ministry
First Lutheran African Ministry is 
a South Dakota Synod-sponsored 
ministry that was started and 
supported by FLC . Abraham 
Gayetaye, currently a seminary 
student with Luther House of Study, 
leads this ministry and continues to 
work with staff at the South Dakota 
Synod office and pastors at First .

First Lutheran African Ministry is a 
worshipping community that gathers 
and shares the gospel in a Lutheran 
context while lifting up cultural 
and religious practices that come 
from their home countries in Africa . 
Worship services are vibrant and full 
of song and dancing . 

These two unique ministries will 
likely never be self-sustaining . Please 
consider a generous gift to support 
these ministries to ensure the gospel 
is preached to those who are often 
marginalized—the homeless and the 
refuge . Please hold Rebel, Abraham, 
and these special congregations in 
your prayers .

Engaged people are 
passionate people. 
They know what the 
mission is. They live it 
out. They serve in it.

On Sunday, June 9 we will move the 11 a.m. service out onto the front 
lawn so that our worship of Word and song can be heard and seen 

downtown. Invite a friend or neighbor to bring a lawn chair and join us!

African Ministries’ Abraham Gayetaye’s 
family arrives in the U.S. in April 2018. 

       June 9


