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Listening carefully for God’s Word in lean times
By John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

“Now the boy Samuel was ministering to 
the LORD under [the mentorship of the 
priest] Eli. And the word of the LORD 
was rare in those days; there was no 
frequent vision.”  – I Samuel 3:1; RSV

Listening carefully for God’s Word 
in lean times. This message is really 
at the heart of the well-beloved Old 

Testament story of a young lad named Samuel who 
would later become the first in a long line of prophets in 
Israel. At the time of the story he’s assisting an old priest 
named Eli at the tabernacle at Shiloh, a day’s journey 
north of Jerusalem (around 1050 B.C.). Listen again to 
the lead in verse: “And the word of the LORD was rare 
in those days; there was no frequent vision.”

In Samuel’s day, lean times did not only refer to economic 
depression (though folk were dirt poor), or the threat of 
war (though wars were going on all around them). But 
there was a deeper, spiritual leanness: “that the word of the 
LORD was rare in those days (cf. Amos 8:11-12). In large 
part, the reason for this was because the people of Israel 
had fallen prey to the temptation that’s with us in our 
own time as well: politics had become their religion (cf. 
Martin Marty’s Politics, Religion, and the Common Good 
or Os Guinness’ The Case For Civility). They wanted a 
king, like all of their neighboring nations, that would be a 
visible symbol of prominence. They got what they wanted. 
And sadly, Israel and her new kings, began to grow deaf 
and dumb to the one true King who’d given them life and 
all creation (cf. I Samuel 8:4-9; 10:19). They lost their 
center (Exodus 20:1-6). They lost their mission statement 
(Genesis 12:1-3). Listen to these words of God’s lament 
through the prophet, Isaiah: “I said: ‘Here I am, here I am, 
to a nation that did not call on my name. I held out my hands 
all day long to a rebellious people” (Isa. 65:1-2b; cf. Matthew 
23:37). 

Lean times. Curious 
how two-faced our 
media is these days. 
I can watch TV for 
thirty minutes and 
hear both a death-
toll ringing on the 
economy and then see 
a glitzy commercial 
for buying a 6-figure 
car. We cringe at the 
crime rates escalating in Sioux Falls and denounce the wars 
in the Middle East. But mayhem on the gridiron is how 
70 million Americans will spend the Sabbath come next 

February. And the Vikings fans will probably be watching 
it on their TV sets as well! We have such low energies 
(with exception of some wonderful new mission starts 
growing-out of or, connected with, our Evangelism and 
Outreach and Pastoral Care ministries – such as “Church 
on the Street” or “Kin-Ministry” through First Lutheran) 
for helping the mentally ill, the hungry and homeless, 
the imprisoned or unemployed, or the refugee or aged of 
society. Too often we simply want to throw-up our hands 
in frustration and just forget about “all this tough stuff” in 
our entertainment culture. YET this is exactly when the 
church – that’s us – needs to have our priorities and our 
guiding center in place, with high-definition. When “the 
Word of the LORD was rare [and lean] in those days; 
there was no frequent vision.” 

The moody Irish poet, Wm. Butler Yeats, spoke of our 20th 
century spiritual malaise in these words from his poem, 
“The Second Coming.” They bear repeating. Listen …

“Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;

Things fall apart; the center cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;

The best lack all conviction, while the worst
 are full of passionate intensity.”

When we can no longer hear the Word of God we fly 
aimlessly with Yeats’ falcon. A vacuum is created, with 
signals and daily distractions that come from everywhere: 
smart phones, text messages, Instagrams, FaceBook, iPads 
and iPods, advertising blitzes, and entertainment “apps” 
and “opps” galore (see MIT professor, Sherry Turkle’s 
recent critique in Alone Together). We lack direction. 
The homing center can so easily become lost. And we’ve 
become such terrible listeners (cf. Dr. M. Scott Peck’s 
The Road Once Traveled, p.121f). Interrupting and 
interrupted. In a recent issue of the Wall Street Journal, a 
University of Wisconsin professor of Communications(!) 
is quoted rather humorously: “At our house we warn 
new friends to be careful because we treat conversation 
as a competitive sport! The first person to take a breath 
is considered to be the listener.” However, it’s not so 
humorous when it comes to matters of the spirit. Where 
do we hear God’s Word for us in the “lean times” of our 
own 21st century? When “the Word of the LORD was 
rare [and lean] in those days.”

If you read a bit further, to v.3 from the opening passage 
of this article (i.e., I Samuel 3:3), you’ll hear these words: 
“The lamp of God has not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
where the ark of God was.” There it is! There it is! In times 
when God appears to have withdrawn and grown silent in 

the face of his people’s interruptions and idolatry, Samuel 
was still close to the Ark. The point? Stay within the range 
of that source of our spiritual life and guidance, even 
though the source may seem silent at times; that is, God’s 
Word (cf. Habakkuk 2:3; also, Barbara Brown Taylor’s 
When God Is Silent).

Family and Friends of First Lutheran Church … God 
does indeed speak to his world and to his people even 
when times are lean. And such times can become most 
defining … As Christians we claim this truth because Jesus 
Christ has come into our world as God’s Word incarnate 
(John 1:14) – identifying with us in all of our sufferings, 
even onto the leanness of a cross. In Jesus the silence of 
God finds voice: a voice that says, “You’re precious to me. 
You’re not alone. I’m with you. I’ll never let you go” (Psalm 
23:4; Matthew 28:19-20; John 10:28-30). Why is this so 
important? Because our American culture today is shot 
through with fear. And fearful people have a hard time 
listening, because when we’re afraid all we can hear is 
ourselves, our own pounding heart-beat. And the more 
afraid we are, the harder listening becomes. “The DOW is 
falling! The sky if falling. And we’re all afraid …

Except, at least one woman from our Wednesday Bible 
Study a few months back – who’s a widower and living 
on a simple pension – who said: “I’m still pledging 
my financial support and active in the life of our 
congregational family, because I know God will provide.” 
Like Samuel, she knows the confidence that comes from 
staying close to the Ark of God’s Word when fear would 
try to flood her ears or heart. So … stay close to God’s 
Word in regular worship. Become involved in one of our 
many Bible Studies or Small Group ministries. Participate 
in one of our many mission outreach ministries. Surround 
yourself with some of our many family members in the 
faith, here at First Lutheran and beyond. Stay tuned-in. I 
know this is so counter-intuitive in the media of our time; 
however, listen in … “Be still,” says the LORD, “listen, 
and know that I am God [who’s always with you and for 
you]” (Psalm 46:10). And the word of the LORD was not 
rare or lean, but … FAT in those days! AMEN!!

Let us pray…

“Lord, open our ears to hear anew the word of your 
prophets: “[To] say to those who are of a fearful heart.  

‘Be strong, fear not! Behold our God will come and save us. 
For then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ear  

of the deaf unstopped’” (Isaiah 35:4-5)

j.r. christopherson
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Summer Worship in the 
Park is held at 11 a.m. in the 
McKennen Park band shell 
with Larry Olson and friends 
providing worship music. 
On Sunday, July 15, you are 
invited to bring a picnic lunch 
for yourself and we will gather 
together after worship to eat 
and enjoy fellowship at picnic 
tables by the playground 
equipment. On August 19 
we will celebrate the annual 
Blessing of the Backpacks and 
the Evangelism and Outreach 
Board will provide lunch. 
Invite a friend, bring a lawn 
chair and join us for worship. 
In case of rain, worship will be 
held at First Lutheran.

Join First Lutheran at JazzFest 
July 20-21, Yankton Trails Park 
We are seeking volunteers to talk 
with people at our Jazz Fest booth.  
Please contact Mike Minehart at  
mmine@sio.midco.net ASAP. Thanks!
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No matter the weather, we walk together
By Pastor Katherine Olson

May 19th was 
an unseasonably 
cold day as our 
team gathered for 
the Sioux Falls 
NAMI Walk, 
benefitting the 
National Alliance 

on Mental Illness. Despite the weather, 
10 First Lutheran participants helped 
raise $1,990.75 for this organization 
which provides services to people 
affected by mental illness and their 
families. Overall, the walk’s 350+ 
participants raised over $90,000 to 
benefit NAMI – a group that included 
walkers with mental illness as well as 
many supportive friends, family members and allies.

Those who struggle with mental illness are in need 
of others to “walk alongside” them on the road to 
wellness, for getting the right help for mental illness is 
often difficult. The road to health and wholeness often 
includes unexpected obstacles, like finding the right 
doctor or counselor, obtaining the 
correct diagnosis, identifying the 
right coping strategies, and so forth. 
Sometimes what worked in one part 
of the journey no longer works at 
another juncture. Sometimes the sun 
is shining and we feel great, other 
times, the skies are gray and we feel 
so cold and alone. That is why it is so 
important to not walk the path alone, 
so we can press on when the journey 
becomes difficult.

If you suffer from mental illness, 
we hope you can trust and believe 
that you’re not alone. Jesus Christ 
never, ever shied away from those 
who suffered disease of mind, body 
or spirit. In the flesh, he was there – 
graciously granting forgiveness of sin, the peace of God, 
and his gifts of healing to those in need. His gracious 

actions also removed stigma from the affected person, as 
they were reconnected with their community. 

This same Lord has also given his Spirit to the church, 
so that you can also walk with God’s people during 
every time of need – in sickness and in health! If you 
are thinking about getting help for something that 
might be diagnosed as mental illness, please reach out to 

someone who can walk alongside 
you as you seek the right kind of 
help. Friends and family members 
are great places to start, but so is the 
Sioux Falls chapter of NAMI with 
is programs (visit namisiouxfalls.org 
for more information). The pastors 
and care and health coordinator 
at First Lutheran Church are also 
here to help you get connected 
to caring professionals. Finally, if 
you love someone who lives with 
mental illness (or might need to 
seek help), please remember how 
much power exists in caring words, 
compassionate deeds, patience, and 
forgiveness where it is needed.

It’s a blessing to walk alongside with 
you all in this community of faith, no matter the weather. 
Together in this walk by faith, let us follow our Lord!

Understanding Your Grief
Grieving with Grace continues on  
Saturday, July 7, with new curriculum

Grieving with Grace is a support 
group where adults learn about 
the grieving process and how to 
care for themselves as they work 
through the grief of a loved one’s 
death. Sessions usually take place 
on the first Saturday morning 
of the month in the Gathering 
Room of First Lutheran 
Church. Social Time begins at 
9:30, and the group sessions 
last from 10-11 a.m. For the next several months, we 
will be journeying through the book “Understanding 
Your Grief”written by grief expert Dr. Alan Wolfelt. 
Participants in our class will receive a free copy of the 
book as well as their own grief journal. All sessions are 
open to first-time participants, and talking out loud 
is not required. Future session dates include Saturdays 
July 7, Aug. 4, and Sept. 1. If you have questions about 
Grieving with Grace, reach out to Pastor Katherine 
Olson, the group’s facilitator, at kolson@flcsf.org or 
(605) 339-1983, ext. 214.

Laundry with Love
FLC Partners with  

Church on the Street in July
On Tuesdays, July 10 and 24, First Lutheran volunteers 
will partner with Church on the Street in two events 
called “Laundry with Love.” At a local laundromat,  
7 – 9 p.m., we will offer free quarters, detergent and 
supplies, food and fellowship to anyone who comes 
through the doors. A generous gift from Community 
Bible Study recently given to First Lutheran Church, in 
thanksgiving for the years we offered their organization 
free space to conduct their studies, is making these events 
possible. 

Six First Lutheran volunteers are being sought to help 
support Laundry with Love on the two dates. Would you 
be interested in helping? Requirements include an open 
heart and willingness to engage in friendly conversation. 
Laundry expertise not required. Contact Pastor 
Katherine at 339-1983 ext. 214 or kolson@flcsf.org.

Delta Dental Bus visit
Thanks to funds provided by the Care and Health Board, 
together with the Evangelism and Outreach Board, the 
Delta Dental Bus stopped at First Lutheran again this 
year, spending the second week of June stationed in 
FLC’s parking lot. The goal of the Delta Dental Bus is to 
provide free dental care to kids, ages 1-21, who cannot 
afford it due to finances or no insurance. During their 
time here, the program provided check-ups to over 30 
kids, and over $20,000 dollars worth of treatments were 
performed for the children at no charge to the families. 

Thank you to everyone that helped out to make the 
Dental Bus a success this year. We look forward to 
hosting them again next year in June.

Participants from First Lutheran huddle together during the 2018 NAMI Walk

Team Captain, Sandy Holleman 
and Pastor Katherine Olson are 

“Stigma-Free Champions!”

Caught Being Good
Several men from First Lutheran Church helped install a new ramp at a member’s home last month, supported by 
funds from First Lutheran Caring Ministries. Pastor Katherine had the opportunity to snap a photo of these men in a 
rare state of planning and rest. Pastor Katherine writes: “In our daily lives, we are given the opportunity by God to help 
friends and neighbors in many and various ways. It’s such a blessing to observe this love in action. Well done, guys!”

Care and HealtH Ministry

Pictured are Norm Ekeland, Bob Lommen, Bob Bauman, Orrin Anderson, Bill Huffman, Tim Stark and Nick Stark.
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Worship at First Lutheran Church FAQs: The Church Year
By Zachary Brockhoff, Director of Music

This article is a continuation in a series the Worship and 
Music Board hopes will be helpful to the congregation. 
Through these articles and inserts in the worship 
bulletins, the board will educate and answer your 
questions about Lutheran worship. We are also interested 
in receiving your questions and feedback! After you’ve 
had a chance to read, feel free to email zbrockhoff@flcsf.
org or call the church office, 336-3734, with questions 
you would like to see answered in the future. Additional 
copies are available at the Information Desk and online.

Q: What is the Church calendar? Why do we 
follow this calendar in worship?
A: Each time we gather for worship, we celebrate the 
good news of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. The 
Christian calendar [or Church Year] has developed over 
the centuries [and throughout the many denominations 
of our Lord’s Church] to help Christians hear of God’s 
saving work in Christ Jesus. Like other calendars, 
Christians divide the passage of time by seasons and 
significant Biblical events. A complete listing of the 
Church calendar can be found on page 18 of our red 
hymnal. Here is a brief outline:

The season of Advent begins the Church Year in 
November or December. The word advent means 

“coming.” Since the fourth century, this four-week season 
has been set aside for preparation. However, Advent is 
more than preparation for Christmas. One of the earliest 
Advent prayers reads: “Christ has come, Christ will come, 
Christ will come again.” During Advent, the Church 
remembers the arrival of God in Bethlehem and looks 
forward to the coming of Christ in glory at the end of 
time. We give thanks for Christ’s coming among us now 
in God’s Word preached and given in the Sacraments.

The celebration of the Nativity [Birth] of Our Lord and 
the Christmas season marks the first major festival on the 
Church calendar. The season of Christmas lasts twelve 
days from December 25th to January 5th. Because of 
this, Christians observe Sundays “of Christmas,” rather 
than “after Christmas.” During the Christmas season, the 
Church celebrates the Incarnation of Christ.

Each year on January 6, the Church celebrates the 
Epiphany of Our Lord. Epiphany means “manifestation” 
or “making known” and remembers the visit of the 
Magi to the infant Jesus. The news of our Savior’s birth 
is to be shared with all Gentiles [non-Jews] and spread 
throughout the world. Time after Epiphany follows this 
festival. Scripture texts during these weeks illuminate 
Jesus as the promised Messiah through signs of miracles 
and healing. During these weeks, Christians observe the 
beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry at His Baptism, and 

conclude these weeks by hearing of His Transfiguration. 
In both cases, God the Father speaks and makes clear, 
“This [Jesus Christ] is My Son.”

In preparation for Easter, a 40-day penitential season of 
Lent follows and begins on Ash Wednesday. The 40 days 
of Lent are measured only by weekdays. Sundays during 
this time are labeled “in Lent” - but remain a celebration 
of our Lord’s resurrection. Historically, this season is one 
for instruction in the Christian faith [as candidates prepare 
for Baptism], as well as fasting, prayer, and repentance.

Holy Week traces the events of Jesus’ Passion [meaning 
“suffering”]. Holy Week begins with Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday/The Sunday of 
the Passion. The observance of Holy Week continues 
throughout Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. The week 
concludes with the Easter Triduum. Latin for “Three 
Days,” these times of worship share Jesus’ institution of 
the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday, His betrayal, 
death, and burial on Good Friday, and the good news of 
Jesus’ Resurrection at the Vigil of Easter on Holy Saturday.

The Resurrection of our Lord and primary festival of the 
Church is observed on Easter Sunday. On this day, we 
celebrate our Lord’s triumph over sin and death for us and 
all the world. Like Christmas, Easter is not only a day.

– See WOrSHIP FAQS p. 7

God’s calling
By Lars Olson, Executive Pastor

The term “calling” has 
become a kind of church 
speak buzzword, and as 
usually happens to words 
that take on a specific 
church definition, its 
meaning and purpose gets 

lost. Everyday terms get separated from 
everyday meanings and take on some type 
of wholly other, holy meaning. A pulpit, 
for example, is almost entirely understood 
to be a box in which a preacher stands. 
At one point it meant “platform” or 
“scaffold” from which to speak, which 
might be 
why the only 
other time the 
word pulpit 
is used is in 
having a “bully 
pulpit” where a 
politician pushes 
a platform into 
reality plank by 
plank. When 
words become 
church speak, we 
get confused and 
miss the natural, everyday meaning. 

This has happened with the term “call.” In 
everyday life, in a natural sense, you know 
what it is to call someone. You use your 
voice, your words, and summon another 
person. Kids are out in the backyard and 
you call them into dinner. When there is a 
fire in a house on your street, you call the 
Fire Department. On your grandmother’s 
birthday, you call to give your thanks. 

In churches, however, “call” seems to 
mean something else. Usually one of 
two things. First, it is often a kind of 
summons, a “call to action,” that reminds 
you that you haven’t been a very good 
Christian. “We are called…” to do all 
kinds of things: love one another, to seek 
justice, to live faithfully, to serve. It is true 
that God calls us to do these, but what is 
so often lost is that God calls us through 
his voice, not as a general condition. 
Just like a parent calling children in for 
dinner, it happens at specific times and 

places, according to God’s summons. 
Of course there is more service, justice, 
and love to work for, and God calls us 
to these according to his will. But just 
telling everyone the general shape of God’s 
intentions for the world leaves us with 
the feeling that we are never living up to 
God’s call. 

The truth, however, is that we are all 
called. We love our families at home and 
by going to work. We seek justice in our 
communities when we vote, pay taxes, 
and are part of community` boards and 
organizations. We serve others in more 
ways than we can count. In all of these, 

we live as the 
people of God 
in Christ Jesus, 
called to be 
in the world. 
Just look at the 
disciples. The 
12 were called 
to follow Jesus, 
while there 
were dozens 
more that 
were granted 
forgiveness, 

new life, and salvation and stayed in their 
towns as witnesses. 

The second way that “calling” is used is 
not as a call to action but a “call to being.” 
In baptism, God calls you by name and 
joins you to the life and death of Jesus 
Christ. Where you were once called/
named only sinner, now you are called 
Child of God. 

This summer, First Lutheran will celebrate 
God’s calling two specific people into the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament. Jeff 
Backer (June 16) and Alex Clark (July 
29) will be “ordained” (which has become 
another church speak buzzword!). This 
is nothing more or less that God calling 
them in from the backyard playground, by 
name, and for a specific purpose, which 
is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through preaching the Word and giving the 
Sacraments, to build up the church so that 
we can all hear God’s good and gracious 
calling to us.

Christian fruitfulness
By Kathy Stelzer, WELCA Co-President

The Women of the ELCA 
is what each woman at 
First Lutheran Church is 
a part of. Each member 
is seeking to do as Paul 
guided us in his letter to 
the Galatians, “let the Holy 

Spirit guide your lives” (Gal. 5:16 NLT). 
As First Lutheran nears the century mark, 
we remember all the bake sales, programs, 
bazaars and funerals, we have served. It is 
amazing how God has blessed us to bless 
others! We buy, teach, collect, make and 
develop for others around the world while 
being enriched by fellowship, Bible study, 
prayer, worship and service. In Galatians 
5:22-23 we read of the fruits of the spirit 
which the Amplified Bible describes as 
“the work which His presence within 
accomplishes.”

God enables us to do amazing things! 
Working with the women of First 
Lutheran, I am in awe of their many 
Christ-centered abilities. All volunteers, 
the women give time and talents at 
funerals, choirs, teaching, cleaning, 
creating, cooking and serving. Their hearts 
are in it for God – yes, even the funeral 
pickles. All this happens while they busily 
perform their tasks at home, at work, and 
their other personal responsibilities. Here 
are just a few of the new opportunities that 
FLC is taking on to help our neighbors:
•	Nightwatch	–	weekly	hot	meals	served	
on Sunday and Monday evenings in 
downtown and Hayward School areas. 
WELCA funds this ministry.
•	Multi-Cultural	Center	–	Froggy	Reads,	
Prayer Bus, MCC Sewing classes
•	Ayuda	–	helping	to	serve	the	needs	of	
the Hispanic population in Sioux Falls
•	Charis	Ministries	–	hosting	Food	to	
You Mobile Food Pantry, and starting 
in September, hosting a distribution of 
Necessities for Neighbors in downtown.
•	Feeding	SD	Agency	–	working	with	
Feeding SD as a partner agency to 
address food needs in the community.
•	Church	on	the	Street	–	we	continue	to	
partner with this grace filled ministry 
with those challenged by homelessness.

Some First Lutheran members are native 
to this church; but others, like me, came 

from other “good” churches and continue 
to grow and serve as women in Christ at 
First Lutheran and in this community. 
I am thankful for the fellowship, 
encouragement and strengthening 
Christian love I received from women at 
First Lutheran. It is irreplaceable! We enjoy 
a great sisterhood in Christ. Praise goes 
to all of you women of the ELCA as we 
mutually continue our service and growth 
in Christ and share this “place” of peaceful 
friendship and outreach.

One of the many 
women who has 
participated for years 
is Janet Naessig who 
joined the FLCW 
board as an officer in 
January, 1969 – nearly 
fifty years of serving 
in an official capacity 
to the First Lutheran Church Women. 
Recognizing her outstanding dedication, we 
are congratulating and thanking her for her 
service! She’s not done either, as she is still 
very actively participating on the executive 
board of FLCW.

I attend First Lutheran’s II Thessalonians 
Prayer Group. As our devotional guide, 
Judy Ryan has provided the Upper Room 
book: “A Guide to Prayer for All Who 
Walk with God.” In it is this tremendous 
challenge for all of us, young and old, 
men and women. “…we are the Body 
of Christ and are sent to offer Christ’s 
loving presence, redemption, healing, 
companionship, and hope to the wounded 
of the world. This is an overwhelming 
calling. We cannot do it on our own. 
But we remember Pentecost and that the 
promise of God with us has been fulfilled. 
We then find courage, insight, wisdom, 
strength, grace, and God’s loving presence 
to guide and uphold us as we say yes to the 
call of God. So we continue our faithful 
and joyful walk with the ever-present One 
to comfort, guide, and sustain us.”

May God bless and keep us in our 
continuing walk with Him. As Paul says in 
Galatians 5:25 (NLT), “Since we are living 
by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s 
leading in every part of our lives.”
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Neighbors In Solidarity
By Jeff Backer, Associate Pastor for  
Evangelism & Outreach.

At the South Dakota Synod Assembly held in June 
of this year, the synod launched a new program 
titled “Neighbors in Solidarity.” In recent years, it 
has become increasingly 
apparent that the church 
provides ministries 
to programs or 
congregations that 
are challenged 
in sustainability. 
This is not a new 
situation in some 
regards as First 
Lutheran has always 
stepped up to the task. 
We have historically been vital 
to mission start congregations like Our Savior’s 
Lutheran, Gloria Dei, Peace Lutheran; and now 
more recently to Westside Lutheran and Holy Cross 
Lutheran. Currently there are several projects to 
support Lutheran ministries in new opportunities:
•	Woyatan – a diverse congregation in Rapid City 
focusing on ministry by and with the Lakota people.

• Table of Grace – an evangelism congregation in 
Harrisburg catering to those that have never been a 
part of the church.
•	Spirit of Faith – a newly formed union 
congregation along with the United Methodist 
church to provide ministry/church to a small town. 
•	God’s Kingdom – after school care program in 
Newell, SD

 However, a new awareness is that some ministries 
will never be self-sustaining and require synod-wide 
support. These current opportunities are:
•	Pine Ridge Retreat Center
•	Church on the Street
•	Lutheran Campus Ministry – Lutheran 
ministries on-campus at USD, SDSU, SD School 
of Mines and Black Hills State
•	Pueblo de Dios 
•	First Lutheran African Ministries. 

Neighbors in Solidarity is an appeal to individuals 
that would be willing to give a $100 donation a 
couple of times each year to help alleviate crisis needs 
within these ministries. Please contact Pastor Jeff at 
jbacker@flcsf.org for more information on how to 
become a Neighbor in Solidarity.

July Special Offering: 
Seminary Students

By Leslee Barness, E&O Board member

“For everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved. How then will they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching?” – Romans 10:13-14 

July is in the middle of summer, and we 
shouldn’t be thinking about school yet, right? Wrong! Now is 
the time the Board of Evangelism and Outreach would like to 
offer you the opportunity to support a very special group of 
students: seminarians. First Lutheran Church is committed to 
assisting seminary students with their ministry education. Just 
this year, Jeff Backer and Alex Clark completed their Master of 
Divinity degrees and have proceeded through the call process. 
Elias Youngquist and Rebel Hurd are current seminary students 
whose educations are supported by our congregation. Please 
consider supporting, both financially and prayerfully, these and 
other students who hear and listen to the call to seminary.

“And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation.’” Mark 16:15 

Elias Youngquist
I’ve been the Youth Minister at First Lutheran 
Church since October 2016. I work with 
the Middle and High School youth in 
Wednesday night programming, Bible 
Studies, trips, fundraising, lock-ins and more. 
I’ve been incredibly blessed to be pelted 
with marshmallows, get lost in rainy New 
York in Chinatown, dance to Mariah Carey’s 
Christmas music in July and so much more with our First 
Lutheran youth.

I’m currently in the process of wrapping up my first year at The 
Luther House of Study at Sioux Falls Seminary, entering into 
the candidacy process in the ELCA through the South Dakota 
Synod and planning out what seminary tasks I can tackle in-
between summer camps and the Youth Gathering this summer.

Last December I proposed to Abby Johnson. She said yes and 
we’re now in the process of planning a wedding for November 
on top of our own schooling. Abby just finished her Masters of 
Business Administration! Until November, I live with my two 
roommates, twins who’ve been friends since my childhood.

Thank you all so much for your support. I’ve been incredibly 
fortunate to have the opportunity to work in a church that has 
so many other seminarians, members and pastors willing to 
help me through this process.

Rebel Hurd
I have served as the Synodically Authorized Minister (SAM) 
and Mission Developer with Church on the Street since 2015. 
Walking alongside those on the margins of society while sharing 
the gospel of Jesus Christ has been a true honor. I see many of 
you at FLC often as my office is housed here. 
I am actively doing ministry both in and out 
of the walls of First. Thank you for that!

I completed my second year of seminary 
this May at The Luther House of Study at 
Sioux Falls Seminary and continue to be 
formed, trained-up and shaped by my time 
in the Word and my time in the world. I am 
thrilled that FLC is walking along-side me as 
I graciously discover, through the nurturance of mentors, the 
congregation, and others, how and where to serve according 
to the Spirit’s leading. I am often blessed, supported and 
encouraged by FLC members with a smile, a hug, a “hey, we 
are praying for you,” a note, a text, or even a Diet Dr. Pepper 
sitting on my desk waiting for me. Thank you for that too!!

Seminary, alongside ministry, is demanding, and both I and 
my husband, Jeff, are grateful for your prayers, support and 
words of encouragement. I am truly honored to be a First 
Lutheran Supported Seminarian. My love for this church and 
congregation are great and you all really do make immense 
difference in my seminary experience. I am blessed to be blessed 
by you. Thank you!

evangelisM and OutreaCH Ministries

Amid colleagues, family, 
friends and the First 

Lutheran congregation, 
Jeff Backer was Ordained 

to the Word and Sacrament 
Ministry and Installed at a 

pastor at First Lutheran  
on Saturday, June 16.

Congratulations  
Pastor Jeff !
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Listen, God is Calling…
By Marne Dahle Backer
Director, Youth and Family Ministries

“and Mary said ‘I am the servant of the 
Lord, I live to do your will.’ ” This is 
my favorite line from the much beloved 
Holden Evening Prayer that we sing 
during Lent. Every time I sing those 
words I feel a bit overwhelmed and even 
emotional. These words which come from 
the gospel of Luke 1:38 hold so much 
power. A “Calling” is often something 

we think of for an ordained pastor. God calls a pastor into 
a certain ministry or congregation. We have certainly been 
talking about that at the Backer house! But God is so much 
bigger than even that enormity! God is calling you and 
me… each and every day into a life of sharing the gospel 
with the world around us. 

As I write this, we are just two weeks away from heading 
to the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. Elias, 
our youth minister, is organizing this giant trip and several 
others have been “called” to serve as small group adult 
leaders. That’s my job! My group has 5 soon-to-be seniors 
in high school and one Lincoln High graduate. They are 
AMAZING! So… I went to them and asked “how is 
God calling you this summer?” It only took what felt like 
a hundred text messages to get them all on board, but 
of course, once they gave in to my badgering, they had 
fantastic answers! I also told them to send me a “selfie” (a 
photo you take of yourself ). So… read their answers and see 
their photos… then take a “selfie” of yourself or look in the 
mirror and ponder the question for yourself… “How is God 
calling me this summer? And… am I listening?”

“I hear God calling me this summer 
to spend time helping others 
through my work at Stoneybrook 
Suites and volunteering at Jane 
Addams Elementary so I can share 
the gifts that God has given to me.” 
–Meredith Reiner

“I believe God is calling me this 
summer to serve others to my 
fullest ability in Houston. God has 
blessed me with the lack of need to 
be served so I will use this gift to 
help serve others who need services 
I can provide.” – Jacob Croghan

“This summer I hear God calling 
me to recognize the beauty of his 
creation throughout my travels, as 
I journey across the country. I’ve 
been presented with a multitude 
of opportunities to appreciate 
how truly spectacular his good 
works are. With this recognition 
comes a clear understanding of 
how our God is shaping not only 
our home, his creation, but we as 
individuals, to become who we are 
supposed to be.” – Isaac Hewitt

“God is calling me this summer 
through music (my clarinet and the 
Roosevelt High School Marching 
Band). – Tori Deitschman

“This summer I hear God calling 
me to the ELCA Youth Gathering 
in Houston so I can see his works 
in motion through the thousands 
of youth gathering to serve 
through him.” – Sage Bourne

“God calls me to share my love 
and passion for dance with others 
which I am doing this summer 
with young children. I am able 
to use the gift that God has given 
me to spread his love to other 
people.” – Emelia Skogstad

yOutH & FaMily Ministry

Middle School Youth
Summer Wednesdays!
Youth entering 6th, 7th and 8th grades.
• 9 a.m. – Noon, Open Gym
• 1 – 3 p.m., MS Youth Group

Staying for the whole day?! Bring  
money for lunch and the Youth and Family  
staff will take the youth with them to lunch!

PLEASE NOTE: No MS Summer 
Wednesday activities on June 27 and July 4.

MS Youth Lock-In
Friday, July 27, from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. on 
Saturday.

High School Youth
Summer Bonfires, 8 – 10:30 p.m. 
For all youth entering 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th 
grades and 2018 graduates
•	 July 11 – Isaac Hewitt, 2804 E. 51st St.
•	 July 24 – Emelia Skogstad, 2524 S. Cliff Ave.
•	 Aug. 8 – Bella Tooley, 2508 E. 17th St.
•	 Aug. 15 – Jill & Colin Barron, 1500 S. Perry Pl

HS Mystery Night 
Wednesday, August 1, 6 – 11 p.m. Meet at the 
church.

Youth
Summer

Milestone 
Minute

Summer Send Off was on 
June 3. All the campers 
and Youth Gathering 
participants gathered 
together for some breakfast 
and preparations for the 
summer time! There was the 
milestone blessings at the 
11 am worship service and 
they all led the congregation 
in the final song “Build Up!” Pretty impressive that those high school youth didn’t revolt against singing – they aren’t 
always as “easy-going” as children! 

Outlaw Ranch

Finn Backer, Luke Martin and Isaac Williams were the few, the proud, the manly Outlaw crew this summer! This 
year, Outlaw Ranch & Lutherans Outdoors is running with the theme “This Changes Everything” alongside 
the ELCA Youth Gathering. The youth spent a week learning how grace and faith changes everything while 
horseback riding, canoeing, hiking and more! Stay tuned for more camp and Youth Gathering photos in August! 

Children’s Crossing – Under Construction
This summer we are creating a new space for children and families heading to worship. It will be called 
“Children’s Crossing” and is located in the space between the south transept and the side sanctuary – where the 
Tower Entrance and the elevator are. HA! It’s difficult to write that without laughing! We think it’s easier to find 
than to explain! This space will eventually house all the worship bags, children’s bulletins, Take-Out Faith Kits 
and any other helpful tools for families during worship. We want our children and families to be in worship with 
all of us and we hope this will be another inviting thing for them!

BUY ONE GET ONE 1/2 OFF
We want more kids at Day Camp.  
Sign-up your incoming 4th – 6th grader 
for Day Camp, July 30 – August 2. Bring 
a friend for half price! Cost is $50 for 
FLC children – bring a friend (non FLC 
member) for only $25. This covers 4 days 
of fun faith formation brought to us by 
counselors from NeSoDak Bible camp, 
food, and transportation to one surprise 
outing. Before and after-care is available for 
a small fee. 

Contact the Youth and Family staff for 
more information or register TODAY 
online at flcsf.org/camps
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CHurCH COunCil
Officers/Executive Committee
Brian Aamlid. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Aaron Ellingsen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
Eric Severson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Mindy Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Dr. John Christopherson . . . . . . . . Senior Pastor
David Van Veldhuizen. . . . . . .Member-at-Large
Terri Carlson . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Member-at-Large

Council Representatives
Care & Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cindy Forsburg
Education & Discipleship  . . . . . Alma Kallesen
Evangelism & Outreach . . . . . Colleen Kokenge
Finance, Admin. & Property . . . . . Lyle Eidsness
FLCW. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathy Stelzer
Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Simmons
Stewardship & Giving . . . . . . . . . Birgit Peterson
Welcome & Community. . . . . . . . . Deb Nelson
Worship & Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Moore
Youth & Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Ready

First lutHeran CHurCH 
staFF direCtOry

Pastoral Staff 
(203) Dr. John Christopherson. . . . .Senior Pastor
(210) Rev. Lars Olson. . . . . . . . . Executive Pastor
(209) Rev. Jeff Backer . . . . . . . . . Associate Pastor
(214) Rev. Katherine Olson* . . . Associate Pastor
(202) Rev. Bob Chell*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. David Houck*. . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Roger Noer* . . . . . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Dennis Tranberg* . . . . . . . . Visitation
(202) Rev. Dave Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . .Emeritus

Administrative Staff
(211) Jody Bymers . . . . . . .Finance Administrator
(202) Donna Jahr . . . . . . . Secretary to the Pastors
(236) Marilyn McNeill . . . .Church Administrator
(201) Judi Mueller*. . Receptionist/Mbr. Secretary
(201) Cleo Sorensen* Receptionist/Mbr. Secretary

Care and Health Ministries
(202) Cheryl Satterlee* . . . Wedding Coordinator
(237) Jordan Stone . . . . . . . . Caring Coordinator

Media Ministry
(252) Susan Bell . .Communications Coordinator
(213) Jared Callahan* Communications Assistant
(236) John Cerwinske* . .Sound Board Technician
(213) Kathy Hein* . . . . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Garrett Masters* . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) David Palmer*. . . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Hons Oakland*. . . . . . . Broadcast Director
(213) Tanner Wangsness* . . . . Broadcast Director

Facilities
(201) Dave Wilson . . . . . . . . . . .Facility Manager
(201) Rick East . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Custodian 
(201) Jeff Hartnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Custodian

Worship and Music Ministries
(261) Shirley Barlow* . . . Administrative Assistant
(260) Zachary Brockhoff . . . . Director/Organist,

FLYGHT and Jubilant Singers Director
(261) Donna Hamilton*. . . . . . . . . .Accompanist 
(261) Dr. Jerry Hanson* . .Dir. of Music Emeritus
(261) Ali Hoffman* . . . Youth Handbell Director
(261) Marcia Kittelson* . . . . . . Organist Emerita
(261) Bonnie Lindgren* . . . Carol Choir Director
(261) Dr. Paul Nesheim* . . Adult Choir Director 

Women’s Choir Director
(261) Larry Olson* . . . . . Contemporary Worship 
(261) Mary Ryrholm*. . . Agape Ringers Director
(261) Sue Severson* . . . . . . . . . . . . .Accompanist
(261) Pam Sonnichsen* Instrumental Coordinator

Youth and Family Ministries
(204) Marnie Dahle Backer . . . . . . . . . .Director
(228) Nancy Henrichsen* . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Gayle Johnson* . . . . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Irma Rodriguez Leon* Nursery Attendant
(238) Heather Smith . . . . . . Children’s Minister
(228) Kris Stark* . . . . . . . . . . Nursery Attendant
(228) Samantha Stark* . . . . . . .NurseryAttendant
(235) Elias Youngquist . . . . . . . .Youth Minister
(228) Kristy Zuraff . . . .Administrative Assistant

( )=Direct dial phone extensions  
*Part-time

Main phone:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-3734
Direct dial: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 339-1983
Toll-free:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(800) 425-9899
Fax:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-8370
Pastoral emergency: . . . . . . . . .(605) 610-9431
Custodian cell: . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 351-8281
Project CAR: . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 332-2777

Council highlights 
May 28, 2018

If there is an item that you as a church member wish to add to an upcoming 
Council meeting agenda, please contact Marilyn McNeill, Business Administrator, 
at 339-1983 ext. 236, or mmcneill@flcsf.org. Meetings are held the fourth 
Thursday of each month. First Lutheran Church members are welcome to visit 
meetings.

•	 Shad	Carney,	Call	Committee	Chair,	shared	the	process	of	interviewing	for	
Associate Pastor for Outreach and Evangelism. Due process in calling a pastor 
was done. It was the unconditional recommendation of the Call Committee to 
call Jeff Backer for this position. It was moved and seconded that the council 
recommend to the congregation that a call be extended to Jeff Backer for Associate 
Pastor for Outreach and Evangelism and that a special congregational meeting be 
set for that purpose. The motion was approved. A special congregational meeting 
will be held on June 3, 2018 at 10:30 a.m.

•	 Kudos	to	Pastor	Lars,	Zachary	and	staff	for	all	their	work	in	planning	for	the	next	
church year. Abraham Gayetaye’s family was welcomed to FLC.

•	 The	Synod	will	be	taking	one	youth	van	and	trailer	and	the	other	van	will	be	
donated. 

•	 Jody	Bymers	has	been	hired	as	Finance	Administrator.

•	 Marilyn	McNeill	stated	that	the	10	ash	trees	will	be	treated	with	regard	to	ash	
borer disease. FLC is looking at options with Starbucks to help with traffic 
congestion. 

•	 The	Parish	Life	Building	chiller	is	working	at	about	50	–	70%.	Lyle	Eidsness	made	
this motion:
 We the Board of Finance-Administration-Property seek permission of the 
FLC Council to move forward with the process of obtaining a bid from G&R 
Controls of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, to replace our 100-ton chiller with a 
200-ton chiller and to replace our 35-ton chiller. The bid is expected to be in 
the neighborhood of $500,000. With bid in hand we would move forward and 
seek approval of the congregation to secure the money from a bank in the form 
of a loan or a line of credit to complete this project. The Motion was approved.

•	 A	capital	campaign	was	discussed	at	length.	The	executive	committee	is	putting	
a group of people together to interview and hire a consulting firm for this. We 
would like to start the capital campaign in accordance with the 100th Anniversary 
in 2020.

Births
Sept. 20, 2017 Covin Fox Thompson, son of Keith and Ashley Thompson
Apr. 16 Elijah Jason Peter Phillips, son of Jason and Amanda Phillips

Baptisms
May 19 Norah Elizabeth Boelhower, daughter of Chad & Brianna Boelhower

Deaths
May 7 Keenum Jon Bertsch
May 8 Mignon (Migs) Sommers
May 15 Donna Nelson
May 21 Renard Fetzer
May 23 Justin Johnson
May 23 Brooke Leraas
May 27 Marcella (Sally) Harp

Date: July 26, 2018
Location: Augustana Elmen Center
Theme: “Spirituality of Elderhood” 
Featured Speaker: Joyce Rupp

Joyce Rupp is well known for her work 
as a writer, international retreat leader, 
and conference speaker. She is the author of numerous bestselling books, including 
“Praying Our Goodbyes,” “Open the Door,” and “Fragments of Your Ancient Name.” 
“Fly While You Still Have Wings” is among her publications earning an award in the 
spirituality books category from the Catholic Press Association. 

Register at http://www.augie.edu/events/aging-faithfully-conference

Mission
First Lutheran Church welcomes all 
people into the community of Jesus 
Christ, equipping and sending them 
forth to serve and witness in Jesus’ name.

Guiding Principles
We are grounded in the great 

commandment of Jesus. 
(Matthew 22:34-40)

We are grounded in the great 
commission of Jesus.  
(Matthew 28:16-20)

We are committed to welcome 
and minister to all people. 

We are committed to equipping  
people for ministry. 

We are committed to service in  
our community and world. 

We are committed to a ministry  
of relationship building. 

We are committed to our heritage  
and identity as a reforming church. 

We are committed to excellence 
in broadcast ministry.

Worship Services
Saturday (Chapel)   
 5 p.m.  Vespers/Communion
Sunday (Sanctuary) 
  8 a.m. Traditional Worship  

with Communion 
  9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
  11 a.m. Contemporary Worship
Media Ministries Broadcasts
  8 a.m. KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
  11 a.m. KSFY (Sioux Falls),  

KPRY (Pierre) and  
KABY (Aberdeen)

First Word is the monthly newspaper of 
First Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, 
S.D. It is distributed to members of the 
congregation and others upon request. 
Opinions expressed in First Word 
are those of the authors and are not 
necessarily shared by the First Lutheran 
Church congregation or staff. The 
editors of First Word reserve the right 
to edit submissions. 

Newsletter submissions are due the 
first business day of the month. 
Please submit articles or questions 
regarding First Word to Susan Bell, 
Communications Coordinator, at 
sbell@flcsf.org. Reader feedback is 
always welcome. First Word is available 
to read or download online at  
flcsf.org/firstword.

www.youtube.com/flcsf

www.facebook.com/flcsf

@FirstLutheranSF

@firstlutheransf
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Media broadcast sponsors 
April – May

First Lutheran Church’s worship can be seen every Sunday at 11 a.m. on KSFY, 
KPRY and KABY in South Dakota, southwest Minnesota, northwest Iowa and 
northeast Nebraska. A live radio broadcast of worship is aired Sundays at 8 a.m. 
on KELO-FM, 101.9.

KELO broadcast sponsored:
Apr. 1: In honor of Elaine Johnson, Mary 

Ellen Lantis, and Rick & Judy Berdahl 
and their families by Mike and Gloria 
Simpson.

Apr. 15: In memory of Cora Boneff 
through earnings from a bequest she 
made to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation.

May 7: In loving memory of Dick Matson 
and Margaret & Martin Sommervold 
by Barb Matson and family.

May 14: In loving memory of Samantha 
Kramer, made possible by earnings 
from a gift by family and friends to the 
First Lutheran Church Foundation.

May 21: In loving memory of Leonard, 
Betty and Craig Martinek by Carl 
Martinek. Betty’s birthday would have 
been on January 10 and Craig would 
have celebrated his birthday with Carl 
on January 17.

May 28: In loving memory of Leo Roti by 
Alta Roti.

KSFY telecast (fully sponsored 
unless noted otherwise):
April 1: By the family of Kathy Ross. 

Kathy was a lifelong member of First 
Lutheran and sang in the choir for 
decades. Kathy passed away this past 
August.

April 8: In loving memory of Herman 
Lerdal, husband, father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, gentleman and 
farmer, who would have been 90 years 
old today. This sponsorship is given by 
his family.

Apr. 22: By Jack and Amanda Leaders 
through a special gift to the First 
Lutheran Church Foundation.

KSFY closed captioning:
Apr. 1: In loving memory of Leonard, 

Betty and Craig Martinek by Carl 
Martinek and family. 

May 7: In loving memory of Dick Matson 
and Margaret & Martin Sommervold 
by Barb Matson and family.

May 14: In loving memory of William 
Bentzinger Sr., Harold Spitznagel, and 
Wallace Steele, through earnings of 
a gift to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation, by Spitznagel, Inc. of 
Sioux Falls.

May 28: In loving memory of her 
grandson Joe Gubbrud who died on 
January 27, 2016 by Barb Peterson.

Sponsorships available 
Worship broadcasts are made possible 
by supporters from all around 
the country. To learn more about 
sponsoring a radio broadcast, telecast 
or closed captioning in honor of, 
or in memory of a loved one, or in 
celebration of a special life event, 
please call Donna Jahr at (605) 339-
1983, ext. 202. Donations of any size 
will help the broadcast ministry. 

Please call for additional open dates.
KELO radio broadcast sponsorships 
($150) available for July 15; Aug. 12 
and 19.

KSFY telecast sponsorships ($1300) 
are available for July 1, 15; Aug. 19 
(half sponsorship open), 26.

Closed captioning sponsorships for 
the weekly KSFY telecasts ($140) are 
available on July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; Aug. 
12, 19 and 26.

FinanCial serviCes

Gifts and memorials
Gifts to Media Ministry in 

honor of:
Frank Hansen’s 90th birthday: Vance 

& Sherry Goldammer, Howard & Lou 
Ann Paulson, Kathy Stelzer

Gifts to Media Ministry in 
memory of:

Keenum Bertsch: Steve Johnson

Diane Gotham: Mary Ann Hallberg

Dr. Donald Houske: Jeff & Edna 
Husman

Obed Osthus: Mary Osthus

Reed Ramstad: Howard & Arlene Bich

Migs Sommers: Gary & Shirley Barlow, 
Wauthena Brooks, Robin Burke, 
Richard & Glenna Burns, Steve & 
Doris Bushard, Jack & Kathy Coleman, 
Phyllis Day, Bob Doescher, Michael & 
Peggy Endres, Don & Judy Erickson, 
Dean & Janet Everetts, Teresa Everson, 
Friends & Family, Dorothy Grevlos, 
B.A & J.J. Hoffmann, Emil & Carol 
Knapp, Roger & Beverly Lamp, Karen 
Lidel, Norman & Sue Lyon & Judy 
Sommers, Elaine Moore, Karen Muth, 
Carl & Janet Naessig, Sandy Pedersen, 
Ione Pereboom, Lois Peterson, Pr. 
Franklin & Marit Pudas, Joyce Seivert, 
Mike & Gloria Simpson, Sam & Judy 
Sommers, Darlene Weis, Hazel Wek, 
Connie Wheeler

Darlene South: Orrin & Karen 
Anderson, Phil & Ruth Benedict, 
Duane, Kim & Jace Bennet, Bob 
& Dona Carr, Chauncey & Carla 

Christiansen, Gerry & Arlene Gackle, 
Alan & Lynda Gorsett, Don & Arlene 
Hoek, Mary Ann Hohman, Gary & 
Rocky Holzer, Kasmer & Arlene Holzer, 
Jack & Gina Hopkins, Darlene Hoxeng, 
Terry & Carol Jastrom, Ken, Mary 
& Christi Johnson, Dennis Knutson, 
John & Ethel Marshall, Karen Muth, 
John Odney, Karen Olson, Jan Outka, 
Mike & Jill Pellicotte, Pr. Franklin & 
Marit Pudas, Gonzalo & Lois Sanchez, 
Kenneth & Koreen Snow, Darlene Weis, 
Kris Wicket

Gifts to FLC Quilters in 
Memory of: 

Darlene South: Tim & Susan Bjordal, 
Kris Breitag, JoAnn Carther, Dale & 
Finetta Cowman, Bob & JoAnn Davis, 
Dale & Marcia Dobbenpuhl, Michael 
& Marcia Donnelly, Terri Douglas, Bill 
& Dee Eriksen, JoAnn Gibson, Eugene 
& Dianne Gorsett, Marilyn Gorsett, Jeff 
& Judy Helgeson, Betty Highland, John 
& Julie Hobert, Scott & Tanya Holzer, 
Burt & Gladys Horsted, Maurine Hult, 
Larry & Jacqueline Kasten, Mike & 
Cindy Lane, Vici Lanning, Rita Loving, 
Bryan & Patricia Lund, Dorothy 
Mikkelson, Barry & Teri Nagel, Lorna 
Peters, Bob & Jodi Peterson, Gail & 
Anna Prosser, Chris, Janet & Morgen 
Putzier, Carol Roozen, Michael & 
Mary Runge, Kim Sasano, Bob & Opal 
South, Charlene Stebritz, Butch & Lois 
Steenhoven, Clarice Stefon, Shirley 
Thom, Upper Midwest Hospitality, Inc, 
Helen Van Liere, Hazel Vrooman

Media Ministry

Financial update as of May 31, 2018
Total Revenue, year-to-date

2018 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $876,243
2017 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $849,530

Total Expenses, year-to-date
2018 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $820,862
2017 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $829,479

Contract For Deed – Ideal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $299,141
“God’s Gifts-Our Responsibility” income, to date . . . . . . . . . . . $4,033,491
Worship Attendance, May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,759

Un-sponsored broadcasts, telecasts and closed captioning are made possible in part 
through gifts and memorials to First Lutheran Church Media Ministries.

–Continued from page 1

Worship FAQs: The Church Year
The season of Easter lasts 50 days. Scripture readings 
during this time often focus on events surrounding the 
resurrected Christ.

40 days after Easter Sunday [on a Thursday each year,] 
the Church observes the Ascension of Our Lord. On this 
day, Christians celebrate Jesus’ ascension into heaven and 
the promise that Christ rules over and “fills” all things, 
as St. Paul writes. The Creeds of the Church remind us 
that Christ ascended and “sits at the right hand of the 
Father.” Wherever the Father has power [and this means 
everywhere!] Christ rules. In the early Church, Christ’s 
ascension was celebrated alongside Easter and Pentecost 
as one of the major festivals in the Church Year.

The Day of Pentecost celebrates the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, as Christ promised. This is the fourth major 
festival of the Church Year. As Lutheran Christians, we 
especially give thanks for the work of the Holy Spirit, 
Who “calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps” the 
whole Christian Church. The Spirit gives us faith to trust 
the promise of Christ Jesus for us. Time after Pentecost 
[sometimes referred to as “ordinary time” by our Roman 

Catholic brothers and sisters in the faith,] extends into 
the summer months. During this time, we often hear 
gospel readings in sequential order from Mark, Matthew, 
or Luke.

The festival of Christ the King or the Reign of Christ 
concludes each Church year. This celebrates Jesus Christ 
as King, Ruler, and Judge over all creation.

In addition to these celebrations on the Church calendar, 
Lesser Festivals, Commemorations and Occasions 
have developed over the centuries and fall on specific 
dates throughout the year. Some examples include: 
Reformation Day on October 31st, All Saints Day on 
November 1, as well as saints days [such as The Nativity 
of John the Baptist on June 24th.] A complete listing of 
these Lesser Festivals, Commemorations, and Occasions 
can be found on page 54 of the red hymnal.

Have a question? Submit your question or comment here, 
and leave it at the Information Desk in the basket marked 
“Worship FAQ.” We will do our best to answer your 
questions in future bulletin inserts. Please include your 
name, in case we would like to clarify what is being asked.

Welcome
Jody Bymers

Financial Administrator
Please join us in 
welcoming Jody as 
our new full-time 
Finance Administra-
tor as of June 1. Jody 
loves to bowl during 
the winter months 
and play golf in the 
summer months. She 
has traveled with the 
same group of women 
for the past 22 years to 
national bowling tour-
naments that are held 
in cities throughout 
the United States. She also coaches youth bowling 
on Saturday mornings at the Sport Bowl and is an 
active member of the Downtown Lions Club. She 
says that she has a “spoiled rotten” three-year old 
miniature schnauzer.
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Listen, God is calling: of ministry and marriage …
By John Christopherson, Senior Pastor

“Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.”  
              – Proverbs 22:6 RSV 

As a family of First Lutheran 
Church – on Sunday, July 29, 
at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary – we 
will celebrate the 

Ordination of Alex Clark into Word 
and Sacrament Ministry. In keeping 
with the teaching of Proverbs 22:6, 
of “training-up a child” … Alex 
has indeed been raised-up within 
the womb of Christ’s church… 
now as a third generation “son of 
our congregation” (along with his 
parents, Jim and DeAnn Clark  
and maternal grandmother,  
Darlene Colwill).

This Service of Ordination will be held in the 
First Lutheran sanctuary, with the Rev. David B. 
Zellmer (Bishop of our South Dakota Synod of 
the ELCA) and the Rev. Donald P. Kreiss (Bishop 
of the Southeast Michigan Synod of the ELCA) 
presiding. In August, Alex will begin serving 
as pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church in 
Ypsilanti, Michigan.

For nearly a century, First Lutheran has been a 
marvelous “crucible of faith” or “training ground” 
for young people; especially for those who, at 
various points in their life, have answered God’s 
call to serve in ordained ministry. Indeed, every 
person receives this calling into the “priesthood of 
all believers,” as the seed of faith is planted in us by 
Christ’s Spirit at baptism (Luther’s Works; 36:113; 
40:19f ). As St. Paul witnesses: “And [Christ’s] gifts 
are that some should be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers …” (Ephesians 
4:11; cf. I Corinthians 12:4-13, 27-31). This seed 
of faith then continues to be quickened, called, 
and nurtured by a whole communion of Christ’s 
saints: through beloved Sunday School teachers, 
Confirmation shepherds, Youth Directors, Camp 
Counselors, and various pastors and special mentors 
in the extended family of faith … “Training-up a 
child …”

And “this is most certainly true” for Alex, as the 
seed of faith was spirited into a calling to ordained 
ministry, to serve Christ’s church as a pastor. 
As Alex has recently reflected: “It was not some 
dramatic burning bush as with Moses, or getting 
shot-off-my steed on some Damascus road like St. 
Paul; rather, it was gradual and evolutionary” – 
from Sunday School and Confirmation days at First 
Lutheran, to a special nudging over four summers 
while serving as a counselor at Flathead Bible 
Camp (during Luther College years 2008-2012) … 
including a camp fire’s spark of encouragement to 
attend seminary, 
that came from 
a Montana 
pastor … that 
finally reached 
a crescendo 
while serving 
for a year in the 
ELCA’s “Young 
Adults in 
Global Mission” 
(YAGM) 
program in 
the town of 
Masealama, 
Limpopo, South 
Africa. It was here that Alex ministered primarily 
in the village day care and Pre-School. Now it was 
Alex who was “training up a child” …

It was a year later, in 2014 … when Alex had begun 
his seminary studies at the Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago … that several thousand miles 

away a young woman, named Kelly, also entered 
the ELCA’s “Young Adults in Global Mission.” 
Serendipitously enough, Kelly started her mission 
year working in the very same Pre-School, in the 
very same town of Masealama, as Alex. It was also 
at this Pre-School, unbeknownst to Kelly that she 
entered into a special ministry with the same African 
matriarchs of faith who had mentored Alex, the year 
prior. One of these matriarchs was named Elizabeth.

After completing her year of 
mission work (in 2015), Kelly was 
approached by Elizabeth who was 
carrying a gift: “I made a special 
shirt for a young man who was 
here last year. His name is Alex 
Clark. Could you take it back to 
the United States and give it to him 
from me.” Somewhat surprised, 
because Kelly had no idea who Alex 
was or where he lived, said: “Ah, 
Elizabeth, the United States is a very 

big country! How will I ever find him?!” Elizabeth 
paused and said: “Well, all I know is that he’s 
studying to become a Lutheran pastor at a seminary 
in Chicago.” Kelly then let out a startled laugh: 
“Elizabeth, I’m from Chicago!” And so, something 
magical was about to happen.

Upon her return to Chicago, Kelly called Alex. 
“You don’t know me, but my name is Kelly. I 
just returned from a year in the YAGM program 
like you, in Masealama. And I’ve been asked by 
Elizabeth to give you a gift I’ve brought from 
Africa. I’m busy right now, just starting in a 
Master’s program in School Psychology; however, 
how ‘bout if we meet half-way between where I live 
in Park Ridge and you in Hyde Park sometime this 
weekend. Like Wrigley Field?” Little did either Alex 
or Kelly know, that the real gift would not only be 
that specially embroidered shirt, but God’s Spirit 
working through Elizabeth’s spirit, striking-up yet 
another spark in Alex’s life. The match-making 
mystery of God’s love. Stitching two hearts together 
into an even stronger ministry … One could say it 
was the classic “love at first sight.” Kelly continued 
to finish her Master’s program and began teaching 
autistic children. And Alex continued to finish his 
Master of Divinity program at Lutheran School of 
Theology in Chicago. All the while, they became 
closer and closer friends, consummated by their 
wedding last October (2017). Alex graduating from 
LSTC this past May of 2018.

As I write this article, Alex and Kelly are celebrating 
a “second honeymoon,” back under the bright 
starry skies of South Africa, in Masealama. And 
then, come August they will be commencing once 
again in “Training-up a child” … with their new 
call at Emmanuel Lutheran in Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
Please join with me – as Alex and Kelly’s extended 
family of faith, here at First Lutheran Church – 
celebrating with Alex’s ordination into Word and 
Sacrament ministry on Sunday, July 29. Alex will 
also be preaching at all four worship services that 
weekend. Following the Ordination Service, there 
will be a festive reception in Reformation Hall. All 
are welcome!

In Christ’s ordaining love: from the United States to 
Africa to Mich-again.

j.r. christopherson

 

First Lutheran Church Women

Bazaar Overstock 
Rummage Sale

July 26 • 8:30 a.m. — 5:30 p.m.
July 27 • 8:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
July 28 • 8:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

First Lutheran Church
327 South Dakota Ave., Sioux Falls

Upper Room - Use south entrance under the 
canopy and follow the signs inside

”Christmas in July” items – gifts, decorations
Household items, small furniture and pictures

Fun, fellowship and special prices!

This overstock sale will help make room 
for more donations. Beginning Wednesday, 
August 15, through Oct. 15, we will accept 
donations for the Bazaar at First Lutheran. All 
sale proceeds go to Bazaar missions.

Mark your calendars for the Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 3, with the theme of 
“Rejoice.” Thank you for your ongoing support 
of our mission projects!
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