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A Legacy of Faith
By Pastor John Christopherson, Senior Pastor; with Aaron 
Ellingsen, Congregation President; and Charlie DeMaio, Capital 
Campaign Consultant

On these last two days in June, I am struck 
by yet another of life’s amazing paradoxes; 
that is, how the wisdom of the Church’s past 
– revealed by God’s Word in Holy Scripture 
and its storied tradition – come together with 
the spirited call of Christ – to engage and 
proclaim the oncoming kingdom of God’s 
promise of salvation for each new generation . 
Tradition without engagement to the spirit of 

the times can easily become archaic and stale . But also, ministry 
and mission without a strong foundation in Holy Scripture and 
tradition can easily become vacuous and wind-swept without a 
rudder . A rich tradition and an open future: such is the legacy of 
faith .

Tradition. On Saturday, June 29, I was privileged to preside for 
the memorial service of a well-beloved matriarch of our family of 
faith: Ruth (Glenn) Johnson . As many of you know, Ruth’s father, 
Dr . H . J . Glenn, was the founding pastor of First Lutheran on 
September 21, 1920 . Through her 97 
years on earth, Ruth served our Lord 
Jesus Christ with a unique gentleness of 
wisdom and a servant’s heart . Indeed, her 
life is part of a rich heritage, a tradition 
that recalls how the generations of First 
Lutheran Church have been rooted in 
Holy Scripture, gathered in worship 
around God’s Word and Sacrament, 
and reached out in faith-filled mission 
for now nearly a century (e .g . starting 
the House of Mercy in the 1920s that 
later became Lutheran Social Services of 
South Dakota … helping to create The 
Banquet and St . Francis House in the 1980s … and then giving 
birth to Hispanic [Pueblo de Dios] and African [First Lutheran 
African Ministry] congregations in the past ten years, as well as the 
amazing new Church on the Street) . There is a rich tradition here, 
filled with wisdom and the “grace and truth” (John 1:14) of Christ . 
As the old hymn bears witness: “Who, from our mother’s arms, has 
blest us on our way” (Now Thank We All Our God; ELW #840) .

The Future. The following day … on Sunday, June 30, my wife 
Cathy and I were also privileged to worship with our long-time 
family of Trinity Lutheran Church in Madison, South Dakota 
– where we were married exactly forty years prior . Our bishop-
elect for the South Dakota Synod, Pastor Constanze Hagmaier, 
gathered the children up front for a Children’s Sermon, based on 
the Gospel text for that Sunday: Luke 9:51-62 . It is a gospel text 
that witnesses to Jesus “setting his face to go to Jerusalem” (v . 51) 
and the cross … and calling his disciples of all ages to place our 
“hand to the plow and not look back” (v .61) . Did you note that 
in v .52, it continues with the words: “And [Jesus] sent messengers 

ahead of him” [into future 
ministry]? Pastor Constanze 
asked the children to consider 
how when their parents are 
driving with them in a car, 
if they are not looking at the 
road in front of them, things 
can quickly become disastrous . 
So it is with the life of a 
congregation . However, she 
did say parents do often check 
the rearview mirror not only 
when they need to back up but 
also in order to keep an eye on 
that precious cargo of children 
who are “laughing all the way” 
in the back seat! Pastor Dirk 
Hagmaier (Pastor Constanze’s 
husband) then began to preach on the Epistle text from Galatians 
5:1 … that “For freedom [for a creative, mission driven future] 
Christ has set us free,” by Christ’s death and resurrection . (While 
visiting a fellow member of First Lutheran during hospital visits 
this week, I was struck by the serendipity of a woman who was 
wearing a t-shirt that read: We are the past of the future church .) 

Tradition and The Future. How then does Ruth Johnson’s life 
in Christ and those of the children of Trinity Lutheran … and as 
well, our children of First Lutheran … inform and come together 
– when speaking of the life of the church in every generation 
(Psalm 145:4)?

Now some five years ago, First Lutheran conducted a 
Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT), by which we sought to 
better understand not only what the foundational traditions 
are at the heart of our congregation, but also, through various 
Strategic Advisory meetings and Initiative Studies (chiefly – the 
findings now compiled in the First & Foremost booklet) where 
we see rather imperative callings, as to “where” and “why” 
and “how” we need to be moving into the future together in 
ministry and mission, with renewed commitment and energy . 
The #1 concern, throughout the entire congregation, that 
brought these traditions and future visioning together was: ‘How 
can we, as a family of First Lutheran become more engaging in 
bringing people into the fold of the Christian faith, especially young 
families and individuals.’ There is no question that we need the 
inspiration of Christ’s Spirit to be a welcoming and nurturing 
community of faith first of all (Psalm 127:1) . Without a caring 
and compassionate spirit, we can have all kind of strategies 
and protocols, but we will grow and go nowhere (I John 4:20) . 
However, there is a certain infrastructure or use of space that 
can also either limit or enhance such growth . These matters are 
now before us with the possibility of a major capital campaign, 
necessitated in part by the installation of a new HVAC system 
for our entire campus, but also calling to mind how we might 
further build on this construction for the future – as we come to 

Bishop-elect, Pastor Constanze 
Hagmaier, will preach at First 
Lutheran on Reformation 
weekend, October 26/27.

Ruth (Glenn) Johnson

See A LEGACY OF FAITH, page 2

Do your old copies of First Word end up 
like this? Would you consider saving paper, 
printing, and mailing costs by reading First 
Word online?

Please email jhoyt@flcsf .org, call the 
church office at (605) 336-3734, or visit 
flcsf .org and scroll to the bottom of the 
page to update your newsletter, email, or 
contact preferences .

Your FLC Adventure Awaits
As summer comes to an end and the new school year 
comes into view, we look forward to the start of new 
programs throughout our congregation . Music and 
Scripture First; Bible studies and small groups; serving 
and caring ministry opportunities for families, children, 
youth, and adults can be found stretching from our 
homes and our church facility into downtown Sioux Falls 
and throughout the city . This is a time of celebration 
and helping people find their way into the ministry 
adventures that God provides for so many through the 
ministries of First Lutheran . Your FLC Adventure Awaits!

 Worship in the Park—August 18, 11 a.m. at 
McKennan Park. Invite friends and neighbors to worship 
outdoors at the McKennan Band Shell followed by a picnic 
lunch and fellowship together . This year’s worship will 
especially welcome new faces from the neighborhood . 
Bring a blanket and lawn chairs .

 Block Party—Wednesday, August 21, 5-7 p.m. 
at First Lutheran. Fun, food, and friends for all ages . 
Enjoy bouncy houses and field games while meeting new 
people and learning about all the great ministries that can 
serve you .

 Scripture First Registration for preschool through 
5th-grade children at the Block Party . Classes begin 
Wednesday, September 4, 6:30-7:30 p .m ., and Sunday, 
September 8, 9:30-10:30 a .m .

 Choirs—Season Start-Up. See page 3 .

 Confirmation, Youth Group, High School 
SQUAD, and Milestones. See page 5 . 

 New Member Class & Dinner. Sunday, September 22,
5 p .m . in the Gathering Room . New Member Installation 
will be during the 9:30 service on September 29 .

 Recognitions—Shepherd Installation, September 29,  
at the 8, 9:30, and 11 a .m . worship services .

Opportunity to Update Your 
Subscription Preferences
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Education & Discipleship–Fall Offerings 2019
By Pastor John Christopherson

One of my summer highlights has been the privilege 
of spending time with our upcoming 10th grade 
confirmands and their parents . As they sit in a big ol’ 
Queen Anne armchair in my office, the confirmands 
have been sharing with me (and other members of our 
pastoral staff) their reflections on now some four years 
of concentrated study: including fundamental teachings/
history of the Christian faith, the Bible, and Luther’s 
Small Catechism . These reflections are summarized in a 
three-page paper referred to as their “Faith Statement” 
or credo (meaning “[This] I believe”) . These Faith 
Statements are responses to such questions as: Why is 
the Bible so important for our Judeo-Christian faith? 
Who is Jesus and how does he put a ‘face’ to God for us? 
How does God come to us in the sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper? What is prayer? Why is being 
at worship necessary? How do you know what God 
thinks of you? What has God said to you? How does 
this inform how you interact with others? What gifts has 
God given you that might inform your future vocation?

One of my concluding questions is something of a 
hypothetical . I ask the confirmands and their parents: 
If you were to break your leg or arm while riding your 
bike or playing in some athletic competition and needed 
surgery, which of two orthopedic doctors would you 
choose? Dr . Y . went to USD med school and graduated 
in the top of his class in 1985 and went on to do his 
residency in orthopedic surgery at Mayo in Rochester . To 
date, he basically uses the same surgical techniques and 
pharmacology that he learned 35 years ago . Then I go 
on to explain that his colleague, Dr . Z . also graduated at 
the top of his class at USD med school in 1985 and also 
went on to complete his orthopedic residency at Mayo in 
Rochester . However … Dr . Z . has continued to attend 
various workshops on the latest surgical techniques, 
reads various medical journal articles to keep up on the 
latest cutting edge of medical studies, and consults with 
hospital pharmacists and other medical staff on what is 
the best treatment in terms of post-surgical pain meds . 

“Now, which doctor would you choose to perform your 
needed surgery?” I ask . Unanimously they say, “Well 
of course, Pastor John … I’d choose Dr . Z .” And when 
I ask them to explain why, they say something along 
the lines of, “Well, Dr . Z . is up on the latest and best 
surgical techniques that might not have been available 
35 years ago . Plus, he’s interested in staying at the top 
of his game by attending various workshops, reading 
medical journals, and consulting with other physicians 
when he feels he could benefit from second opinions . 
He’s always trying to learn more .” And I say, “Exactly! 
And that’s how it is with our Christian faith . God wants 
us to continue to grow and be strengthened in our 
faith, by continuing to be at worship and Bible study, 
Christian small group discussions, or fellowship . Why? 
So we can better address the increasingly complex issues 
of life as we grow older and are better prepared to listen 
carefully and respond astutely to questions regarding 
the gift of faith in Christ with others in time of need .” 
The Bible is clear in urging us to continue to nurture 
and mature in our faith, as “faith seeks ever deeper 
understanding” (St . Anselm) .

“… to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

[adulthood], to the measure and stature of the fullness of 
Christ; so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 

cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful lies. Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 

into him who is the head [of the church], into Christ.” 
(Ephesians 4:12-15; RSV)

And so, here are some opportunities for continuing to 
nurture your faith and grow into a fuller communion 
with fellow saints in Christ among the family of First 
Lutheran Church – as well as inviting friends and 
neighbors!

 Sunday Worship. This fall we will offer a series of 
sermons (at all four worship times) on I and II Timothy 
– of St . Paul’s instructions in the faith to his young 
colleague, Timothy . This will be a six-part series 
focusing on: I Timothy 1:12-17 (September 15), I 
Timothy 2:1-7 (September 22), I Timothy 6:6-19 
(September 29), II Timothy 1:1-14 (October 6), II 
Timothy 2:8-15 (October 13), and II Timothy 3:14 
– 4:5 (October 20) . 

 Sunday Scripture First Studies. During these 
same weeks, the Stewardship Board together with the 
Education and Discipleship Board will offer a series 
that gives focus to the Gospel texts, primarily from the 
Gospel of Luke, chapters 11-18 . This series will offer 
prompts to what it means to live a more fulsome, 
intentional life as a Steward of Christ for his church 
and creation . This will continue to be a part of our 
traditional Sunday morning Scripture First Bible 
Studies but will also introduce teaching podcasts .

 September. Pastor John will offer a small group 
series based on Henri Nouwen’s classic, “Life of the 
Beloved: Spiritual Living in a Secular World .” The main 
emphasis in this little book is the matter of Christian 
identity and pastoral care, based on the words of 
institution . That is—what it means to be “Chosen,” 
“Blessed,” “Broken,” and “Given .” It’s one of Pastor 
John’s all-time faves . Copies will be available at the 
Receptionist Desk . The study will tentatively be held in 
the Pentecost Room on Sunday evenings at 7 p .m .

In addition, as was premiered last year with Pastor 
Jeff, our pastoral staff invite all members and friends 
of FLC to join us Wednesday nights for an ongoing 
“affirmation of baptism” experience . This year, 
beginning in mid-September, join Pastor Katherine 
in a study of Luther’s Small Catechism on Wednesday 
nights at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall .

 October. Pastor Lars leads a five-part series on the 
“Life of Stewardship” based on the Gospel texts listed 
above . Dr . Steve Paulson of Luther House of Study 
offers a lead-in lecture for Reformation Sunday, 
October 27 . Bishop-elect  Constanze Hagmaier will be 
our guest preacher .

 November. Dr . LaMoyne Pederson (Professor 
Emeritus of Philosophy at Augustana) will offer a 
two-part forum on “Miracles” and Pastor John will 
present a forum on the biblical theme of the “end 
times” (classically referred to as Eschatology in the 
history of Christian thought) that will serve as an entrée 
into the Advent Gospel texts .

 December. A new midweek Advent Service 
(similar in format to our Lenten Services) will be held 
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in the sanctuary, led by 
Zachary Brockhoff and the Worship and Music Board . 
This will be a meditative and meaningful worship 
experience for the whole family .

Family members and friends of First Lutheran Church: 
Thank you for your “partnership in the gospel” 
(Philippians 1:5) and for the ongoing excellence in 
Christian education that has been a great heritage for our 
family of First (II Timothy 1:5) … and will continue to 
be … as we pray for the Spirit’s great awakening to see 
“a still more excellent way” (I Corinthians 12:31b) . It’s 
about “God so loving the world that he gave his life for 
us” (John 3:16-17) . It’s about your setting priorities for 
nurturing and growing in your Christian faith . And it’s 
about our love for our Lord in the needs of his people 
(Matthew 25:40) .

“Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone  
who calls you to account for the hope that is in you,  

yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”  
(I Peter 3:15; RSV . Cf . II Timothy 3:10-4:5)

In Christ’s service…

Dr . John Christopherson
Senior Pastor

Around the ChurCh

celebrate the 100th anniversary of First Lutheran Church 
on All Saint’s Sunday, November 1, 2020 . 

Focus Groups. In order to make sure, as best as possible, 
that any possible capital campaign going forward had 
full transparency and buy-in throughout the entire 
congregation, 31 Focus Groups were led by various 
members of First Lutheran on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays (from March 3 – April 10) addressing matters of: 
1) FLC’s History, 2) Missions, 3) Needs and Opportunities, 
4) Financial Analysis, and 5) A Sketch of our Present 
Welcome Center/Atrium/Gathering Room areas . Even 
though we had some wicked South Dakota storms 
during this period of time, we still had 42 percent of our 
worshiping attendance present at these Focus Groups .

Investment Needs and Opportunities. At these Focus 
Groups, we were reminded that our new HVAC system 
(that included the replacement of nearly 35-year-old boilers) 
has now incurred a bank loan of $1 .4M (which means 
a payment of $60,000 a year on interest) as well as the 
possible creation of a Capital Reserve for similar property 
needs – that most often arise without warning – so we can 
avoid having to take out such large loans in the future . Also, 
there is an obvious need to replace our sanctuary and chapel 
sound systems (with the now attending issue of century-old 
ceiling panels deteriorating and beginning to come loose in 
the main sanctuary) . All of the Focus Groups also conversed 
about the needs for possible changes in the Welcome Center, 
Main Atrium, and Gathering Room for better security, a 
sense of welcome and hospitality, and making our beautiful 
sanctuary more visible from the canopied entrance as well as 
creating a more “inviting flow from worship to fellowship .” 
These three areas are also in serious need of addressing 
drafty 60-year-old windows, cracking bricks, antiquated 
bathrooms, torn carpet and furniture, and fissures that 
continue to grow more noticeable on the sanctuary walls . 
And finally, the strong voice that any tithe to mission ought 
to give primary consideration to long-time, local mission 
partners (with the 100th Anniversary in mind) .

These Focus Groups were then followed by five meetings 
with members of Architecture Inc. of Sioux Falls to discuss 
what some of the possible visions might be for making 
our Welcome Center, Main Atrium, and Gathering Room 
more welcoming, engaging for all, and encouraging of flow 
“from worship to fellowship .” These meetings, between 
the Architecture Inc. staff, open congregation forums, 
WELCA input, and volunteer staffing reflections were 
held on May 6, 7, 8, 9, and 13 . Architectural renderings 
from these meetings will soon be made available in various 
congregational forums – most likely four or five in total – 
over the next few weeks . And no decisions will go forward 
until we have a Congregational Meeting .

A Legacy of Faith. I’ve entitled this article “A Legacy of 
Faith” because I believe Christ’s Spirit is breathing anew 
into our Pentecost family of First Lutheran … winging its 
way down through the generations of our faithful forebears, 
like Ruth Johnson, and then alighting upon our hearts as 
we ponder what God’s call is for us and the spiritual needs 
of our children and grandchildren . What is our summons to 
excellence and faithfulness in our time? At the dawn of the 
20th century, it was the challenge of two World Wars and 
the Great Depression . But our forebears persevered in faith . 
At the dawn of the 21st, it is the challenge of increasing 
secularism and complacency . How will we respond?

Two Letters: one of Scriptural Tradition (Heritage) and 
one of Missional Vision (Heirs) = Legacy . The first is St . 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians that contains a couple of 
towering verses that challenge us anew this day . “Now to 
[God] who by the power at work within us is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations …” 
(Ephesians 3:20-21) . The second is a letter I receved a 
few years back from a well-beloved former Senior Pastor, 
Dennis Griffin, who passed away, July 3, 2019:

“[Louise and I] have followed with great interest the 
wonderful building program now com[e]to fruition in 

2004 . It brings back memories of Wally Steele and “grand” 
ideas First Lutheran had over 30 years ago [so fitting of its 
rich legacy of faith], that have come to fulfillment beyond 

our imagining them … Congratulations … and please 
share our best wishes with the family of First .”

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow …”

A Legacy of Faith, cont.
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Women’s ministries

WELCA SD Synodical 
Convention
By Kathy Stelzer, WELCA President

“Embracing Our Neighbors” was 
the theme of the 2019 WELCA 
Synodical Convention, June 20-
22 at Zion Lutheran Church in 
Aberdeen . Our breakout speakers 
were Nicholas Breining, a trauma 
counselor from Pine Ridge; Pastor 
Rhonda Wellsandt-Zell from a new 
congregation formed from two 

ELCA churches and a United Methodist congregation in 
Forestburg/Woonsocket; and Laura Krueger, a church-wide 
representative and executive board member of WELCA 
from Arizona .

Jane King and I attended, enjoying the inspiration and 
fellowship with other ELCA women from around the 
state . Along with business meetings and the election of 
statewide officers came time to relax in Storybook Land 
and a special communion service led by Bishop David 
Zellmer . He told us that 51 percent of the South Dakota 
ELCA pastors are now women . Next year will be the 
50th anniversary of the ordination of women in the 
ELCA . He commended all women for their important 
role in the church in the past, present, and future .

Several weeks ago, Cheryl Lundeen, a South Dakota 
Synodical Member-At-Large and the Crossroads 
Conference President, began asking FLCW to host 
the South Dakota Synodical Convention in 2020 . 
The Crossroads Conference is due to host the 2020 
Conference on a seven-year rotation . After consideration, 
the FLCW Board voted to take on this responsibility set 
for June 25-27 . Planning is already underway .

Many women at the convention talked of seeing the First 
Lutheran worship services on Sunday mornings . They 
also asked questions about 
programs like Church 
on the Street and St . 
Dysmas, supported by 
WELCA groups from 
around the state . Jane 
and I extended an invitation 
to our church and city with an 
embellished paper clip created 
by Jane King .

WELCA’s Work 
is Never Done
By Kathy Stelzer, WELCA President

At this writing, we are halfway through FLCW’s 
programming year . A member suggested that it would be 
good to recap important highlights thus far in 2019 . In 
addition to our usual happenings such as hosting events, 
serving funerals, and making quilts and other LWR 
projects, the Women of the ELCA (WELCA) at First 
have done the following:
• Updated and approved the FLCW Constitution 

according to new WELCA SD Synodical guidelines
• Developed FLCW annual goals and an activity plan
• Developed a trifold highlighting our activities 
• Highlighted nearly half of the FLCW Circles in First 

Word articles
• Attended the Crossroads Conference at St . Mark’s 

this spring (a number of members)
• Attended the WELCA SD Synodical Convention in 

Aberdeen (Jane King and Kathy Stelzer) 
• Cleaned and organized the FLC kitchens, itemizing 

and organizing utensils
• Planned a day retreat to Inspiration Hills
• Continued to organize the “Card Shop”

Several new committees will begin their work and 
planning soon while the Bazaar Committee, led by 
Sharyl Wolf, is already busy planning for this year’s 
Bazaar, “Rejoice!” We are also busy planning for 2020, 
and your recommendations are welcome . 

The FLCW continues to serve our Lord and our 
members in Christian growth and nurturing while 
witnessing and serving from a local to a worldwide 
perspective . The women of FLC are grateful to all who 
volunteer with funerals, the bazaar, and other WELCA 
projects . While praising God for His enabling us, 
we seek His continued help as well as that of anyone 
wishing to join us . An urgent remaining need for next 
year is filling the Vice President’s Chair (one or two 
women) . How about you?

By Sharyl Wolf, Bazaar Chair, 335-3416 or 521-1026

Rejoice! Join the fellowship of preparing for Bazaar 
2019 . Items for the 2019 Bazaar are being collected 
through October 15 . Needed items include antiques, 
vintage linens, Norwegian items, unfinished crafts and 
craft supplies, and yarn . Items for Attic Treasures include 
kitchen items, home decor, dishes, pictures and frames, 
florals, vases, baskets, Christmas decorations, toys, and 
more . Jewelry can be taken to the receptionist/info desk . 
Only clean items in good working and salable condition 
will be accepted . Please do not bring leftover yard sale 
or cleaned-out-the-house items. New and used books will 
be accepted starting August 15—no encyclopedias or 
“Readers Digest” books . Donations may be placed in the 
designated box by the atrium elevator .

These summer days are great for working on your craft 
projects to donate . Need supplies—ask—we may have 
just what you need . Plan on donating plants . It’s time 
to transplant them so they are healthy and growing by 
November . Jams, jellies, pickles and other home-canned/
homemade treats are always welcome the week before the 
Bazaar . Volunteers are needed to help prepare the linens 
and to price Attic Treasures and linens . Watch for pricing 
days info in News Notes and on the events calendar at 
flcsf .org . Sharyl Wolf, Chair, 335-3416 or 521-1026

Shop at the FLC Card Shop
By Jane King, WELCA member

There is nothing better than receiving a beautiful 
greeting card in the mail . It makes me smile and cheers 
me up . I can display the card in my home and be 
reminded of the sender every time I look at it . Sending 
a card is equally satisfying . I choose a card especially 
with the recipient in mind . Hopefully, it communicates 
more than the message inside and communicates the 
importance of that person in my life . 

There’s certainly no shortage of reasons to send a card:
• Thank someone
• Brighten someone’s day with a simple “hello”
• Celebrate a birthday, a holiday, an anniversary,  

a promotion
• Welcome a new baby, a neighbor, a new pet
• Wish someone good luck 
• Send it “just because”

Buying a new card can cost $3–5 or more . The FLC 
Card Shops sells cards for just 25 cents . A local store 
donated many new cards, and others donate new cards as 
well . We accept donations of used cards for repurposing 
and have updated many of the cards that can be remade 
to look “almost new .” Proceeds from card sales benefit 
the Quilters’ mission . 

All types of cards are available and on display in the 
Gathering Room . Look for seasonal displays . Three 
categories of cards are the most popular: birthdays, get 
well, and sympathy . We have baskets of miscellaneous 
cards that can include cards for retirement, leaving a job, 
taking a new job, baptism, marriage, and more . 

Next time you would like to send a greeting card, please 
shop at the FLC Card Shop .

Choir Retreats – Aug. 25
What/When: Retreats for First Lutheran choirs will 
be held at First Lutheran Church on Sunday, August 
25, with Wednesday evening rehearsals beginning the 
following Wednesday, August 28 .

Why: For fun and fellowship! We will spend time 
rehearsing in preparation for the year and share a meal 
together .

What to Bring: Your voice, ready to sing! If you enjoy 
singing, we invite you to join us . See you there!

Questions: Contact Shirley Barlow at (605) 339-1983 
ext . 261 or sbarlow@flcsf .org .

Women’s and Adult Choir Retreats 
Women’s Choir 11:30 a .m .-1 p .m .
Lunch 1-1:45 p .m . in the Friendship Room
Adult Choir, 1:45-3:15 p .m .

Youth Choir Retreat
3:30-4:30 p .m . 
Dinner at 4:30-5 p .m . in the Friendship Room

Carol Choir Begins
Carol Choir for children in 1st-4th grades begins 
Saturday, September 7, 10:15 a .m .-12 p .m . in the Choir 
Room . Parents please plan to register your child/children 
when you arrive .

musiC ministry

A Pentecost People’s Prayer
For many years, O God, there’s been a lot of smoke 
in your church, but little fire or light . Set our hearts 
on fire, aflame, anew, as your Pentecost people … 
gathered as your family of faith, of First Lutheran 
Church . Make us faithful in our following of Christ 
… willing to take difficult stands of commitment, 
out of absolute love for you, and guided by your Holy 
Scriptures … especially in our times set awash by 
cultural relativism and a complacency set by wealth . 
Send us out, two-by-two, four-by-four, eight-by-eight 
… instruments of your peace that are forged upon the 
anvil of Calvary for your kingdom come: in the heart 
of Sioux Falls, and beyond … Lord in your mercy .

      (JRC)
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NAMI – Walking to 
Reduce Stigma
By Pastor Katherine Olson

Over 43 .8 million 
Americans experience 
mental illness in a given year . 
In May, the First Lutheran 
Walkers gathered with 
others in our community 
to raise awareness about 
mental illness . For the first 
time in several years, there 
was beautiful weather for 
the event . By participating 
in the walk, they showed 
that no one suffering from mental illness does this alone . The 
walkers raised over $1,500 that will be used to provide support, 
education, and advocacy to individuals and families in our 
community who have been affected by mental illness . Thank 
you to all those who came to walk and donated to NAMI, and 
to our team captain, Sandy Holleman .

CAre And heAlth ministry 

Healing through Art
Saturday, Aug. 3, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Color Me Mine (3709 West 41st Street)
Join Care and Health Coordinator 
Jordan Stone and First Lutheran’s 
Grieving with Grace group for a 
morning of creative expression 
and conversation . Participants will 
meet at Color Me Mine to work 
on a pottery painting project that 
will honor their loved ones and 
remember the promise of life in 
God’s eternal kingdom . Possible 
painting projects include cross votives, personalized mugs, 
knickknacks, and more . A staff member from Color Me 
Mine will be there to lead and guide participants in this 
creative endeavor .

The event begins at 10:30 a .m ., but participants may 
wish to arrive at the studio early to choose their project . 
Most projects cost $20-30 to complete . Participants may 
pay their own way, but financial assistance is available . 
Coffee and treats will be provided by First Lutheran .

Contact Jordan (jstone@flcsf .org or 339-1983 ext . 237) 
to sign up for this event and discuss details .

Have you ever been told, “I told you so?” It is one of 
the most annoying phrases ever . But being able to tell 
someone that you warned them is easily one of the most 
satisfying things in the world . I often bring up how 
comfortable my Chacos sandals are, but they were not 
that way when I first got them . Chacos take a while to 
break in, and your feet take a while to get used to them . 
Once I had them broken in, I wore them everywhere, 
including to Ireland about three years ago .

I had a friend who brought her Chacos along too; the 
problem was she had only gotten them about two weeks 
before we left . I tried to explain to her that two weeks 
was not enough time to break in her new sandals and she 
should leave them home . She did not heed my warning . 
Fast forward to our five-mile walk through London, and 
my friend’s complains about her feet hurting . I instantly 
knew it was her Chacos that were bugging her, but she 
insisted on continuing to wear them . After that day, she 
did not wear them again on our trip but complained about 
her sore feet the entire time . She went to the doctor when 
we got back to the United States and found out that she 
had a hairline fracture . The doctor explained that this 
can happened by walking a long way on concrete with 
shoes that are not broken in . This is exactly what she did 
and exactly what I had told her not to do . I held in my “I 
told you so” because I knew it would not have helped the 
situation . It would have just made her mad at me .

In Luke 24:44-49, Jesus has a major “I told you so” 
moment . He looks back in time to remind the disciples 
that he had told them about how he would die and 
rise again . Jesus is not using his “I told you so” as a 
condemnation of the disciples; he is showing the power 
he has . His death and resurrection had been predicted 
long before he had been born, and now he has fulfilled 
what the scriptures had written . Some of those prophecies 
are written into books like Isaiah . Christ died as a man 
without sin so all people could be set free from their sins . 
This was possible because Christ was completely innocent . 
The false judgment against him made it so that Satan no 
longer had dominion over condemning people for their 
sins . That is where the phrase “the gates of hell opened 
wide” came from . Those are the gates that Christ walked 
back through when he came back from the dead .

This promise of freedom and forgiveness from sins is 
what Christ is telling his disciples to go out and proclaim . 
Freedom from sin is not meant for only the people 
that were found within the walls of a church; it is for 
everyone . As we go out into the world, in places that 
can have hurtful histories, I want you to remember this 
freedom and forgiveness . It does not mean that what 
was done in the past was right; it means we are moving 
forward from it . Jesus abolished the phrase “I told you 
so” and replaced it with “here is another chance to do the 
right thing .” The disciples were sent out with wisdom and 
guidance from God to proclaim this message to everyone, 
and so are we . We have a fresh start to do the right thing 
and to proclaim the gospel .

My friend learned her lesson of not wearing Chacos 
before they are properly broken in; I did not need to tell 
her again after that . Likewise, the disciples were taught 
that Jesus died for all people’s sins . After seeing their 
savior die and rise again, they did not need to be told 
about it again . They finally understood what the scriptures 
were talking about . We have read and studied that same 
scripture . We may never fully be able to understand it, 
but we can certainly try . It is important that as we start to 
understand it, we share it with those around us .

I told you so...
By Jordan Stone, Care and Health 
Ministries Coordinator

Faith in Motion
By John Hegg, Care and Health Ministry Board

After a rousing Lord’s Prayer led by Pastor Dwight 
Stensgaard as all huddled together, the walkers and 
runners took off on a 3 .1-mile journey on a beautiful 
spring morning on June 8 in order to support the 
camping ministry of Lutherans Outdoors .

The second and, hopefully annual, Faith in 
Motion 5k Run/Walk was planned by six Lutheran 
congregations in Sioux Falls working together 
including Gloria Dei, East Side, Our Savior’s, 
Spirit of Joy, Peace, and First Lutheran . Gloria Dei 
opened its doors on June 8 to serve as host of the 
event . The route extended around the Gloria Dei 
neighborhood . Healthy treats were served in the 
church after the journey, and booths from each 
church outlined highlighted various programs of 
their respective Caring Ministry teams . 

The run/walk served as a fun opportunity for 
families to participate in an event together and for 
all to get moving on a beautiful Saturday morning . 

All funds raised by this event went to support the 
camping ministry of Lutherans Outdoors, which 
serves the youth of all Lutheran congregations in 
Sioux Falls and surrounding areas . 

Mark your calendar now for the second Saturday of 
June, 2020, which is the tentative date of the next 
Faith in Motion event again to support Lutherans 
Outdoors .

Faith in Motion Continues
In a wellness challenge last year, First Lutheran 
came out as the congregation with the most steps 
walked or run for the month of September 2018 . 
The challenge included Our Savior’s, East Side, and 
Gloria Dei . The traveling trophy currently resides 
here at First Lutheran! 

The challenge has been renewed for September 2019 
and now includes Spirit of Joy and Peace Lutheran 
churches . Six Lutheran congregations will vie for the 
traveling trophy this September .

First Lutheran members of all ages are encouraged to 
participate in this healthy walking/running challenge 
during September . It would also provide a great 
family activity . Pedometers are available to purchase 
if needed . 

To register, please contact Jordan Stone, jstone@
flcsf .org; or John Hegg, johnhegg@sio .midco .net, or 
339-2582 .

Front row: Friend, Hons Oakland, Melody Roberts Oakland. Middle: 
Ella Roberts, Gayle Johnson, Sandy Holleman, Katherine Olson, Jordan 
Stone with Bean; Back: Jill Anderson, Brenda Roberts, Beth Monson

Sandy Hollerman, Betty Fideler, Betty 
DeBerg (back), Jacinda Cerwinske 
with Bernie, Brenda Roberts and 
Jordan Stone.
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Milestone Minute
Blessing of the Backpacks for ALL students, 
pre-school to grad school! Sunday, Aug . 11 . Bring your 
backpacks to worship, receive a blessing and a gift to 
remind you that God is with you wherever you are! 

First Step Milestone. Saturday, August 24, 10:30 a .m .-
12 p .m ., for our three year olds (or four year olds) who are 
ready to start Scripture First (our Sunday/Wednesday School 
ministry) . Children and parents gather to get comfortable 
with the surroundings of the Children’s Ministry area and 
learn what they will be doing in classes . They will also 
receive their Spark Story Bible and decorate a Bible bag .

Upcoming Events
Scripture First registration OPENS at the Block Party 
for all families with children age three years through fifth 
grade . Choose Sunday or Wednesday classes, and maybe 
even sign up to volunteer!

High School SQUAD is small group Bible Studies happening 
this fall beginning Sunday, September 22, 6-8 p .m . We meet 
six times during the fall semester in the homes of congregation 
members . Sign up in the Youth & Family Office .

Youth Group Happenings
Join us for the final days of summer and to KICK OFF 
a new school year: High School Camp Out – Saturday-
Sunday, August 10-11 . ALL NEW FRESHMEN are 
encouraged to attend! Come and get to know the 
upperclassmen . And… they get to know you! 

Summer Bonfires
•  Wednesday, August 7, 8-10:30 p .m . at Blake Stark’s 

(sophomore) . Let us know if you need a ride! Call the 
Youth and Family office for directions .

•  Wednesday, August 14, 8-10:30 at Ashley (junior) and 
Alyssa (WHS grad) Elton’s .

Confirmation Returns!
•  Sixth Grade Confirmation Begins

o First Up – Family Interviews, August 19 and 20 
(Keep an eye on your snail mail for further details!)

o Large Group Orientation – for ALL sixth graders and 
their parents – Wednesday, August 28, 6:30 p .m . in 
the Gathering Room

•  7th & 8th Grade Large Group Orientation . 
Wednesday, September 4, 6:30 p .m . in Fellowship Hall . 
PARENTS too!

•  Ninth Grade Confirmation Orientation for students 
and parents will be Wednesday, August 28, 7:30-8:30 
p .m ., in Manos de Cristo .

youth And FAmily ministry

Someone You Should Know
By Marnie Dahle Backer 
Director, Youth and Family Ministries

Meet Eric Sather! Eric is a lifelong 
member of FLC, his parents and 
grandmother are members here too! 
He graduated from Lincoln High 
School and the University of Nebraska 
in Lincoln . Eric is a stable and 
wonderful presence in the Youth & 

Family Ministry . He has been a high school adult leader 
for over ten years and 
travelled on many mission 
trips including: Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Colombia and 
Peru (the last two several 
times!) He even filled in as 
an interim youth director 
for youth group a couple 
of years ago when we 
were searching for a new 
Youth Minister . And… 
he currently serves on the 
Youth & Family Board . 
Oh… did we mention 
that he is a pretty fluent 
Spanish speaker and has 
been an amazing asset 
on all those mission 
trips . He has amazing passion for youth and building 
relationships with them . Here are his responses to his 
most recent mission trip in Peru:

I feel that God is present in our lives each and every day, 
but his presence definitely rises to the forefront during 
a mission trip . I saw God in all of the young ladies at 
the transitional home . So many of them have a broken 
past in so many ways, but to witness their pure joy, 

laughter, and smiles is a thing of beauty . It was so fun to 
bond with them over meal time, games, conversation, 
laughter, sightseeing, and so much more . These ladies 
having amazing hope and a future!

It is amazing to witness the relationships people make 
despite not speaking the same language . I took pure joy 
in watching many from our group build relationships 
with the girls from the home and so many despite the 
‘language barrier .’ Also, it was fun for me to see so 
many familiar faces on my second trip to Peru . It is 

amazing how quickly 
you build strong bonds 
with people . Something I 
enjoyed this trip was our 
group bonding . This is 
the first mission trip I’ve 
been on where our whole 
group isn’t from Sioux 
Falls . We had 5 people 
from CO join us as well . 
It was so much fun to 
build new relationships 
while experiencing this 
amazing journey with 
them! I’ve made new 
lifelong friends .

It is very difficult to 
witness the poverty firsthand . These people lack so many 
of the things we take for granted in our daily lives, but 
yet God’s joy brightly shines through them . It made me 
evaluate my own life . Technology and social media take 
up so much of my time without me even realizing it . I’m 
going to make a conscious effort to be mindful of my 
tech use and put it down . These are the times I can seek 
God out in prayer for my Peruvian brothers & sisters 
and for patience & guidance in my own life .

In the center is Eric  Sather, left-right: Becca Nevin, Isaac Hewitt, Taylor 
Neely, Jacob Ugland, Hailey Olson,  Hannah Wollenzien,  Meredith 
Reiner, Emelia Skogstad, with their new Peruvian friends.

Donny Stoltz (above) and Luke Martin (above right) 
experience awesome adventures at Metigoshe.

Clockwise from left: Isaac Williams, Matt Alpers, Brenna 
McElroy, Finn Backer, Ellie Dewitz, and Elliot Visscher goof 
around at Wall Drug on the way home from Outlaw Ranch.

Summer Camp Adventures
It’s been a whirlwind of adventure this summer – here are 
amazing campers that were out seeing how God is alive in 
the wilderness (some of it wilder than others!) . They also 
built some wonderful relationships with one another and 
some new friends too . God is amazing!

Enjoying the lake and sunshine at NeSoDak are (left to right) 
Caroline Zeeb, Amelia Olson, Kanaan Koons, Evan Abild,  
Ella Smith, Ingrid Thompson and Ingrid Ready.

Chilling at Flathead Bible Camp in Montana with First 
Lutheran staff members Mark Nassen (front left) and Elias 
Johnson-Youngquist (back right), are Bella Tooley, Grace 
Glover (front row), Alyssa Elton, Isaac Reiner, Cole Olson, 
Garret Leiseth, Mollie Brown, Dylan Hankel, Lauren Williams, 
Adam Monson, Ashley Elton, Tristan Schlechter (back row) 
and camp counselors, Jared, Makenzie, and Logan (burgundy 
t-shirts).

First-time campers at Joy Ranch are (front) Desmond Walter, 
Annika Smith, camp friend, (back) Carter Olinger, Emmett 
Kiesow-Knudsen, Max Swan, camp friend, Reed Smith,  
Saylor McCoy, Harper Beatch, Tabatha Balcazar, Kaeson 
Crotteau, Nicholas Bradfeldt.
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ChurCh CounCil
Officers/Executive Committee
Aaron Ellingsen .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President
Michael Paulson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Vice President
Randy Eide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Treasurer
Mindy Moore  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary
John Christopherson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Senior Pastor
Terri Carlson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Member-at-Large
Lenae Schwartz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Member-at-Large

Council Representatives
Care & Health  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Barney Brandenburg
Education & Discipleship   .  .  .  .  .  . Cami Jacobsen
Evangelism & Outreach  .  .  .  .  .  . Colleen Kokenge
Finance, Admin . & Property  .  .  .  . Michael Kedik
FLCW  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kathy Stelzer
Foundation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Somer Anderson
Stewardship & Giving  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Birgit Peterson
Welcome & Community  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Deb Nelson
Worship & Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .James Moore
Youth & Family  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ben Ready

First lutherAn ChurCh 
stAFF direCtory

Pastoral Staff
(203) Dr . John Christopherson .  .  .  .  .Senior Pastor
(210) Rev . Lars Olson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Executive Pastor
(209) Rev . Jeff Backer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Associate Pastor
(214) Rev . Katherine Olson*  .  .  . Associate Pastor
(202) Rev . Bob Chell* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . David Houck* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Roger Noer*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Dennis Tranberg*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Visitation
(202) Rev . Dave Johnson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Emeritus

Administrative Staff
(236) Marilyn McNeill  .  .  . Church Administrator
(211) Jody Bymers  .  .  .  .  .  . Finance Administrator
(202) Donna Jahr  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Secretary to the Pastors
(225) Kristy Zuraff*  .  .  . Admin/PM Receptionist
(201) Cleo Sorensen*  .  .  .  .  .  . Receptionist/Secretary

Care and Health Ministries
(237) Jordan Stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Caring Coordinator
(202) Cheryl Satterlee*  .  .  . Wedding Coordinator

Media Ministry
(231) Jodi Hoyt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Director
(252) Susan Bell  .  .Communications Coordinator
(213) Kathy Hein*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Garrett Masters*  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) David Palmer* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Hons Oakland* .  .  .  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director
(213) Tanner Wangsness*  .  .  .  . Broadcast Director

Facilities
(201) Dave Wilson  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Facility Manager
(201) Rick East  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Custodian 
(201) Jeff Hartnett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Custodian

Worship and Music Ministries
(260) Zachary Brockhoff  .  .  .  . Director/Organist,

FLYGHT and Jubilant Singers Director
(261) Shirley Barlow*  .  .  . Administrative Assistant
(261) Larry Olson*  .  .  .  .  . Contemporary Worship 
(261) Dr . Paul Nesheim*  .  . Adult Choir Director 

Women’s Choir Director
(261) Bonnie Lindgren*  .  .  . Carol Choir Director
(261) Donna Hamilton* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Accompanist 
(261) Sue Severson*  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Accompanist
(261) Mary Ryrholm* .  .  . Agape Ringers Director
(261) Pam Sonnichsen*  .  . Instrumental Coordinator
(261) Marcia Kittelson*  .  .  .  .  .  . Organist Emerita

Youth and Family Ministries
(204) Marnie Dahle Backer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Director
(228) Mark Nassen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Coordinator
(238) Heather Smith .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Children’s Minister
(235) Elias Johnson-Youngquist  .  . Youth Minister
(228) Nancy Henrichsen* .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Gayle Johnson*  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Irma Rodriguez Leon* .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Kris Stark* .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant
(228) Samantha Stark*  .  .  .  .  .  . Nursery Attendant

( )=Direct dial phone extensions  
*Part-time

Main phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-3734
Direct dial to extensions . . . . . .(605) 339-1983
Toll-free . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(800) 425-9899
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 336-8370
Pastoral emergency  . . . . . . . . .(605) 610-9431
Custodian cell . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 351-8281
Project CAR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(605) 332-2777

Council Highlights
If church members wish to add to an upcoming Council meeting agenda, please 
contact Marilyn McNeill, Business Administrator, at 339-1983 ext . 236 or 
mmcneill@flcsf .org . Meetings are held the fourth Thursday of each month . First 
Lutheran Church members are welcome to visit meetings .

May 25, 2019
• Our $50,000 pledge to Luther House 

(Steven Paulson) will be due this fall . 
There was much discussion about 
offerings and past years’ giving .

• The worship and communion services 
at various retirement villages have 
been well attended . 

• The Hymn Festival was great and 
well attended . 

• From the Children led by Bonnie 
Lindgren went well .

• The process of electing a new bishop 
was shared . 

• Worship on the lawn is June 9 . 

• Several ELCA congregations will be 
part of three upcoming services this 
summer called ELCA Together to be 
held at Fawick Park . 

• There will be a 5K fun run June 8 to 
benefit Lutherans Outdoors .

• Aaron gave an update on the proposed 
capital campaign . There will be more 
discussion after we get proposed plans 
from Architecture, Inc .

• Zachary Brockhoff and James Moore 
shared Worship & Music goals for 
the future . The biggest challenge is 
the youth choirs . Zachary proposes 
a curriculum to teach them to read 
music . This could include inviting 
downtown and Lowell Elementary to 
be a part of this . This would be a huge 
undertaking, but he believes this will 
work and hopefully draw in more kids .

• Verbal announcements will be at 
the beginning of the worship service 
prior to the prelude . This change will 
hopefully get the full service on the 
broadcast .

June 27, 2019
• Heather Smith was thanked for 

leading Vacation Bible School as 
well as the Youth & Family ministry 
area for putting together a day camp 
on short notice after NeSoDak was 
unable to come lead this camp . 

• The block party is August 21 . 

• Downtown worship went well . Quite 
a few people attended and others 
joined the service as it was going on . 
The next service will be July 14 .

• The “Homeless Jesus” sculpture will 
be moving to the west side of the 
canopy after a base is poured .

• The FLC women will host the 2020 
WELCA Crossroads state conference .

• Zachary Brockhoff, on behalf of the 
Worship and Music Board, discussed 
possibly removing pews in the north 
balcony for a location for bell tables . 
It is a lot of work for staff to set 
them up and tear them down twice a 
month . 

• Lenae Schwartz gave an update of the 
remodel project . The architects will 
present a plan soon . The architects are 
trying to break things down by cost . 
There was discussion regarding the 
communication time line for this .

• Pastor Lars gave the council a draft 
of the Strategic Planning Ministry 
Plan for 2019-20 . The plan includes 
broad input, careful discernment, 
and a vision for the coming year . 
The vision statement for the coming 
year is to improve programming and 
improve “Community-Connection-
Communication” and begin taking 
steps toward strategic outreach . 

Senior Luncheon – August 13
All First Lutheran senior adults and their friends are invited to join us for a 
delicious catered lunch and an entertaining program on the second Tuesday of each 
month . On Tuesday, August 13, at noon, the menu is taverns, potato salad, and 
baked beans . The program will be Dr . Barney Brandenburg . Please RSVP for the 
luncheon by calling the church receptionist at 336-3734, by Wednesday, August 7 . 
Need a ride? Please call Project CAR, 332-2777, by 9 a .m . on Monday, August 12 .

New Member Class and Dinner
The next New Member Class/Dinner is Sunday, September 22, at 5 p .m . in 
the Gathering Room . New Member Installation will take place during the 9:30 
service on Sunday, September 29 . If you or someone you know is interested in 
joining First Lutheran, please contact Pastor Jeff Backer, jbacker@flcsf .org; Donna 
Jahr, djahr@flcsf .org; or the church office, 336-3734 .

A Stewardship Prayer: 
“Awakened For thy service be”

Come, Holy Spirit … and awaken us from our spiritual slumbers – slumbers of 
a complacent spirit that talks in our sleep rather than walks in service – of sleep-
walking rather than pledging our lives to you in fullness of stewardship – of 
“left-overs” rather than “first-fruits .” Lord, grant us a true and convicted “attitude 
of gratitude” that comes to finally understand that every breath, every puff of 
existence, every perfect gift (James 1:17) comes from your gracious hand, 100% . 
That you have so loved us (I John 4:19) … taking the form of a servant (Philippians 
2:7) … and going even to the lengths of the cross in order that we might be a 
people who are set free from sin and death … free to give of ourselves as stewards in 
service to our neighbor and the wonder of your creation (Psalm 8) . May the truth 
of your amazing grace not be lost on us, O Lord, but rather awaken us to “tithings 
of comfort and joy” … in word and deed . (JRC)

Mission
First Lutheran Church welcomes all 
people into the community of Jesus 
Christ, equipping and sending them 
forth to serve and witness in Jesus’ name .

Guiding Principles
We are grounded in the great 

commandment of Jesus . 
(Matthew 22:34-40)

We are grounded in the great 
commission of Jesus .  
(Matthew 28:16-20)

We are committed to welcome 
and minister to all people . 

We are committed to equipping  
people for ministry . 

We are committed to service in  
our community and world . 

We are committed to a ministry  
of relationship building . 

We are committed to our heritage  
and identity as a reforming church . 

We are committed to excellence 
in broadcast ministry .

Worship Services
Saturday (Chapel)   
 5 p .m .  Vespers/Communion
Sunday (Sanctuary) 
  8 a .m . Traditional Worship  

with Communion 
  9:30 a .m . Traditional Worship 
  11 a .m . Contemporary Worship
Media Ministries Broadcasts
  8 a .m . KELO-FM Radio (101 .9)
  11 a .m . KSFY (Sioux Falls),  

KPRY (Pierre) and  
KABY (Aberdeen)

First Word is the monthly newspaper 
of First Lutheran Church in Sioux 
Falls, SD . It is distributed to members 
of the congregation and others upon 
request . Opinions expressed in First 
Word are those of the authors and 
are not necessarily shared by the First 
Lutheran Church congregation or 
staff . The editors of First Word reserve 
the right to edit submissions . 

Newsletter submissions are due the 
first business day of the month. Please 
submit articles or questions regarding 
First Word to Communications 
Director, Jodi Hoyt, at jhoyt@
flcsf .org . Reader feedback is always 
welcome .

First Word is available online to read 
or download at flcsf .org/firstword .

www.youtube.com/flcsf

www.facebook.com/flcsf

@FirstLutheranSF

@firstlutheransf
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FinAnCiAl serviCes

Gifts and Memorials, May and June
Gifts to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation in memory of: 
Ernie Carlson: Stephen Johnson
Gene Mueller: Vance & Sherry 
Goldammer, Stephen Johnson
Darrell Seeman: Stephen Johnson
Carole Wachendorf: Stephen Johnson

Gifts to Lankford Art Series in 
memory of:
Samantha Kramer: Warren & Jackie 
Kramer

Gifts to Media Ministry in honor of:
Jason & Conner Mello: Lynne Stenseth 
Campion
Hansen 65th Wedding Anniversary: 
Kathy Stelzer
Dave & Pam Sonnichsen 50th Wedding 
Anniversary: Howard & Lou Ann 
Paulson, Kathy Stelzer

Gifts to Media Ministry in 
memory of:
Arline Bagaason: Mary Ann Hallberg, 
Marilyn Spilde-Lee
Rosalind Dormaier: Norwin & Peggy 
Bittner, Ray & Sandy Cheney, Bruce 
& Terri Christensen, Greg & Vonnie 
Esterling, Betty Fideler, Dave & Karen 
Gibson, Mark & Becky Hansen, Eleanor 
Hertz, Orville Hill, Don & Arlene Hoek, 
Roger & Beverly Lamp, Brian & Tamara 
Ledeboer, Steve & Mary Scarbrough, 
Mark & Penny Scholl, Brian & Patti 
Talbott, Kim Vennard

Arlene Dykstra: Roger & Janet Noer, 
Tom & Martha Nelson
Steven Hanson: Jean Hoff
Shirley (Osthus) Joffer: Earl Joffer
Lowell Larsen: Severin & Shirley Drobny
Gene Mueller: Jim & DeAnn Clark, 
Darlene Colwill, Bob & Betty Gednalske, 
Steve & Marilynn Haddorff, Paul & 
Barbara Halstenson, Jean Hoff, D & F 
Kistler, Pastor Franklin & Marit Pudas, 
Patricia Steele, Doug & Carol Uthe
Clinton Nelson: Jeff & Edna Husman, 
Marilyn Nelson
Reed Ramstad: Jean Hoff, Jennifer Hoff
Darrell Seeman: LeRoy & Janet 
Halstenson
Dave Schwenck: Jeff & Edna Husman
Beverly Stoeckmann: Jim Stoeckmann
Julianne Theis: Carol Lerdal
Philip Varnell: Wayne & Linda Larson

Gifts to Missions in memory of:
Gaylene Haber: Doris Bushard, Dennis 
& Shirley Larson, Ronald & Kathryne 
Rehfuss

Gifts to Music Ministry in honor of:
Dave and Pam Sonnichsen 50th 
Wedding Anniversary: Vance & Sherry 
Goldammer, Bonnie Lindgren

Gifts to Music Ministry in memory of:
Bethel Muetzel: Brian & Denise Aamlid, 
Scott & Diane Atchison

mediA ministry

Financial Update 
as of May 2019

Total Revenue, year-to-date
2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $825,283
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $876,173

Total Expenses, year-to-date
2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $903,283
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $820,862

Contract For Deed  
  Ideal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $240,567
HVAC System   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $615,605
Worship Attendance   .  .  .  .  .  . 2,701

Sponsorships available 
The cost of un-sponsored broadcasts, telecasts, and closed captioning is a 
budget expense. Please consider sponsoring a radio broadcast, telecast, or 
closed captioning . To learn more, please call the church at (605) 336-
3734 . Additional open dates may be available .

August 4: Radio broadcast is sponsored 
in remembrance of Bob and Margaret 
Doescher’s wedding anniversary by 
their daughters, Robin, LeAnne, and 
Sarah .

 Television broadcast is sponsored in 
remembrance of Bob and Margaret 
Doescher’s wedding anniversary by 
their family and friends .

 Closed Captioning is sponsored by 
David Dahle in loving memory of his 
mother, Mitzi Dahle .

August 11: Radio sponsorship available.

 Closed Captioning is sponsored in 
memory of Cora Boneff through 
earnings from a bequest she made to 
the First Lutheran Church Foundation .

 Television sponsorship available.

August 18: Radio is sponsored in loving 
memory of Arlen, Bea, and Chuck 
Osthus by their family .

  Television broadcast is partially 
sponsored in loving memory of Robert 
and Ione Quigley by their children: 
Dianne, Sharon, Thomas, Patricia, 
Laura, and Terri .

 Closed Captioning available.

August 25: Radio is sponsored in 
loving memory of Arlen Osthus and 
Chuck Osthus by family .

 Television sponsorship available.

 Closed Captioning sponsorship 
available.

Thank You 
June and July Broadcast Sponsors

First Lutheran Church’s worship can be seen every Sunday at 11 a .m . on KSFY, 
KPRY, and KABY in South Dakota; southwest Minnesota; northwest Iowa; and 
northeast Nebraska . Sunday’s 8 a .m . worship is broadcast live on KELO-FM, 101 .9 .

June 2: Radio broadcast is sponsored by 
Joan and Frank Hansen in honor of their 
65th wedding anniversary on June 8 .

 Television is sponsored by Ardeen and 
Cindy Mulder in honor of their 50th 
anniversary on June 14 .

June 9: Radio and Closed Captioning 
sponsored by Dave and Pam Sonnichsen 
in celebration of their 50th wedding 
anniversary .

June 16: Radio is sponsored in honor 
of Doris Salem, who celebrated her 
birthday on June 23, by her family .

 Television is sponsored in recognition 
of Joyce M . Ashley’s parents through 
earnings from her memorial gift to the 
First Lutheran Church Foundation . 

June 23: Radio is sponsored by John 
Hillgren in loving memory of Ralph 
and Priscilla Hillgren and in memory 
of their daughter, Sonja Dorothy 
Hillgren . It is made possible through 
a gift to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation .

 Television sponsored in memory of 
David and Susan Lankford by the 
earnings of a gift to the First Lutheran 
Church Foundation from their family 
and friends . They would have celebrated 
their anniversary on June 23 .

June 30: Radio is sponsored in honor of 
Pr . John and Cathy Christopherson’s 
40th wedding anniversary, by their 
children, John Andrew, Sarah, and 
Matthew .

 Closed Captioning sponsored in honor 
of Gladys Halstenson’s 102nd birthday, 
which is today, given by her family .

 Television sponsored in memory of 
Muriel and Deb Ekeland by their 
family, Norm Ekeland, Rob and Kari 
Ekeland, and Rachel and Trey Lawson .

July 14: Television sponsored by earnings 
of the Griffin Endowment for Media 
Ministry through the First Lutheran 
Church Foundation .

July 21: Television sponsored in loving 
memory of Ardis Hill and Ione Simons 
by Orville Hill and family . 

July 28: Radio sponsored in loving 
memory of Leon Doescher and Earl 
Doescher by the Bob Doescher family .

 Television sponsored sponsored in 
loving memory of Ruby Mutch, who 
would have celebrated 66 years of 
marriage to Milton on August 1, by 
Milt and their children, David, Andrea, 
Cindy and Matthew

Listings are through June 2019. May include some names not listed in previous issues.

Births
Apr . 27, Parker David Feerick, son of 
David and Janetta Feerick

Baptisms
May 5 Quincy Clifford Dalton, son of 

Jordan and Calie Dalton
May 11 Conner James Mello and Jaxson 

David Mello, sons of Chris and Annie 
Mello

May 12 Grant Thomas Deibert, son of 
Michael and Stacy Deibert

May 19 Johanna Drew Erie, daughter of 
Drew and Sara Erie 

May 19 Trevor Glynn – Adult
May 25 Leevah Ann Kurtenbach, daughter 

of Rob and Katrina Kurtenbach
June 1 Kristofer Anders Kimber, son of 

Kris and Amy Kimber

June 9 Cassandra Louise Skatvold, 
daughter of Casey and Kimberly 
Skatvold

June 9 Eli Richard Hawk, son of Justin 
and Jessica Hawk

June 15 Jack Noble Foss Hesla, son of Eric 
Hesla and Berit Foss

June 30 Parker David Feerick, son of 
David and Janetta Feerick

Weddings
June 29, Joseph Quinn and Emily Paulson

Deaths
May 16 Mary Miller
May 19 Gene Mueller
May 20 Barbara “Carole” Wachendorf
May 30 Rosalind Dormaier
June 25 Glen Hansen
June 25 Ruth Johnson

Support First Lutheran in providing a weekly worship experience 
for people who are unable attend worship in person. Sponsor 
a radio broadcast, television broadcast, or closed captioning in 
honor of or in memory of a loved one, celebrate a special life event 
or to the glory of God. Contact First Lutheran at (605) 336-3734

Financial Update 
as of June 2019

Total Revenue, year-to-date
2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $980,598
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,027,027

Total Expenses, year-to-date
2019 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,067,310
2018 Actual   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $1,001,590

Contract For Deed  
  Ideal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $235,510
HVAC System   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $999,720
Worship Attendance   .  .  .  .  .  . 2,734
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Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.
By Jeff Backer, Associate Pastor  
of Evangelism and Outreach

This summer, I have been part of a 
pastor’s book study reading through 
a book entitled “Being Lutheran .” 
(Now let me preface this paragraph 
by saying that I intend to use this 
book for a congregation study this 
fall, so I do not want to give away 
too much information here .) Author 

and Missouri Synod pastor, 
A . Trevor Sutton, lays out 
arguments as to why the 
Lutheran church struggles in 
the modern age . He tactfully 
looks at various parts of 
our faith tradition through 
the eyes of Luther and the 
Reformers while taking on 
some of the cultural effects on 
the modern church .

The chapter I just finished 
reading is titled “LAZY .” Sutton writes that due to sin, 
we as sinners are prone to laziness in our faith practices, 
and especially in our relationship with God . We seek 
to amuse ourselves as much as we can from doing 
the work that God has called us to . Sutton reiterates 
the example of the cross in relation to salvation and 
especially in regards to sanctification . He writes that 
Luther understood the vertical work of the cross as 
passive righteousness, or alien righteousness . When 
it comes to works of salvation, we are always passive, 
receivers, to the work of the Holy Spirit . Salvation 
comes for us in God’s work on us, through his Word 
in Jesus Christ, through Christ’s life, death, and 
resurrection, but especially through the means of grace, 
that is baptism and the Lord’s Supper . In each of these 
sacraments, God’s grace and mercy are given specifically 

to those who receive them, giving faith something to 
recognize as being chosen by God and His promises . In 
a more basic way of understanding, Jesus Christ is the 
active worker in matters of salvation and forgiveness of 
sins, not us . 

Sutton goes on to explain that the horizontal work of 
the cross is our active righteousness, those things we 
are called to do . And here is the good and bad news: 
any matter of works does not gain you favor from God, 
but is solely good for your neighbor . This is what Jesus 
tells us to do in the second great commandment, love 
your neighbor as yourself . The problem is that sinners 
love to put our good works on our scorecard of life so 
that when we stand before God, we can say, “look at 
all I have done!” Here is a little bit of insight, and do 
not be too disappointed, but all of these marks on your 
scorecard are just keeping score of your sin . 

You see, Jesus Christ has done all that is needed for you 
to know God’s favor . And in doing so, he has freed you 
now to love your neighbor . Not so that you might keep 
a scorecard, but actually so that it becomes a pattern 
for your life—that being freed from the demand to do 
good things, good works, taking care of yourself and 
your neighbor’s needs is the whole of life . This comes 
through your vocational calling, whether you are a 
homemaker, a teacher, a welder, a garbage collector, a 
doctor, a teacher, or retired; whatever you are called to, 
it is for the good of those around you . 

In the end, sanctification is the process of shirking the 
overriding thought that you must do something… 
ANYTHING to take part or make a difference in your 
salvation, and living life out of your faith to enjoy all of 
the blessings God gives to you each day, to take part in 
tending for His creation as he called all of humankind 
to do in the garden from the very beginning, and for 
providing for those around you out of the gifts and 
talents that God has bestowed . God grant you freedom 
in faith today! 

evAngelism And outreACh ministry

August Special Offering:  
Augusta Victoria Hospital

By Leslee Barness, Evangelism & Outreach Board

This month’s special offering supports Augusta Victoria 
Hospital (AVH) in Jerusalem, which is owned and operated 
by the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) . First Lutheran 
has supported this ministry for many years, understanding 
the important role Augusta Victoria Hospital plays in 
healthcare for people living in an area where specialized 
healthcare services are often unavailable or nonexistent .

Located in East Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives, 
Augusta Victoria Hospital provides vital services to 
those who are often in social need . Interestingly, 
Augusta Victoria at its inception was not intended to 
be a hospital . Originally used in 1910 as both a guest 
house for German pilgrims and as a rest and recreation 
center for people affected by malaria, the building was 
used for many purposes prior to becoming a hospital . 
The Turkish military took over the use of the facility as 
their headquarters in 1914, and then in 1917, it became 
headquarters for the British army . A series of changes in 
use occurred, with the 1930s and ‘40s seeing the future 
hospital building and entire campus serving as a place for 
“rest and relaxation” for British soldiers until the end of 
the British Mandate in 1948 . In the years surrounding the 
Arab-Israeli War, which began May 15, 1948, the campus 
was used as a headquarters for a large-scale humanitarian 
effort for 750,000 Palestinian refugees struggling to 
survive . 

During this time, Lutheran World Federation was 
working in the area to provide its own humanitarian 
assistance to the larger Palestinian refugee population, 
and in 1949, LWF worked with additional international 
agencies to convert the military/rest and relaxation facility 
into a hospital for refugees . In 1950, fearing the property 
would be confiscated by Israel, the German owners 
transferred ownership of the building and property to 
LWF, setting the hospital on its way to its current mission 
of serving both Israelis and Palestinians from Gaza and 
the West Bank . 

Augusta Victoria Hospital is the first and only hospital 
providing radiation therapy for cancer patients in the 
Palestinian territories, and it is currently the only medical 
facility in the West Bank offering pediatric kidney dialysis . 
AVH offers many specialty Care Centers in addition to 
Dialysis and Radiation Therapy, including Hematology 
and Bone Marrow Transplantation; Surgical Care; Ear, 
Nose and Throat; Diabetes; Specialized Child Care; and 
Skilled Nursing and Long Term Care . Many of these Care 
Centers offer services and treatments that are not available 
in most Palestinian hospitals . In addition, the hospital 
is establishing a Palliative Care facility as well as a Care 
Center for the Elderly, both of which are unavailable to 
the Palestinian community at this time . 

Please consider supporting Augusta Victoria Hospital and 
the vital services they provide . Your prayers for this vitally 
important ministry are always welcome .

Join us for worship at 11 a .m . in the 
McKennan Park band shell with Larry Olson 
and friends providing worship music . School 
children may bring their backpacks for a 
special blessing . (Blessing of the Backpacks 
will also take place at the 8 and 9:30 services 
at First Lutheran .) The Evangelism and 
Outreach Board will provide lunch . You may 
bring a dessert to share .

Invite your friends and neighbors, bring a 
lawn chair, and join us for worship . In case of 
rain, worship will be held at First Lutheran .

Summer Worship in the Park – ELCA Together. 
Sunday, August 11, 6:30–7:30 p .m ., Fawick Park 
(statue of David) downtown . Join this partnership 
of the Sioux Falls ELCA churches together in 
one place as God’s people and worship together 
downtown . This is a unique way for us as a church 
to worship as one and spread the good news of 
Jesus Christ . Invite your friends and neighbors, 
bring a lawn chair, and join us .

Special offering envelopes are included with your regular 
offering envelopes. If you do not have one, please use the 
yellow envelope in the pew, bring your donation to the 
Information Desk at church, or visit flcsf.org/give to make an 
online donation.

Sunday, August 18Sunday, August 18

Worship in the Parkand
Blessing of the Backpacks


