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Dear friends in God’s mission: 

Greetings from Bogota, Colombia! We greet you with missionary 
joy and thanksgiving! 

J anks be to God, our education and leadership goals were 
successfully achieved as planned as well as our goals to strengthen 
the leadership training programs we are mutually implementing 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia - IELCO . Again 
this year, Emmaus Road Foundation managed both the Emmaus 
Road Ministries’ Scholarship Program and IELCO’s Scholarship 
Program through the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission.  
Altogether, 222 students received fi nancial support to buy school 
supplies, pay tuition and buy uniforms during 2017.  Parents and 
students participated in training sessions implemented by Emmaus 
Road Foundation. Starting this year and until 2019 students will 

receive training about Life Skills and parents about parenting skills. 

In the area of leadership training the Emmaus Road Foundation provided fi nancial support to the 
Holistic Leadership Program-ProFILE that IELCO has implemented for three years now. Our support 
guaranteed the training of 40 new lay leaders during the fi rst part of this year. Additionally, we 
provided fi nancial support to the Lutheran School of J eology and to the Christian Formation and 
Leadership Program of IELCO. Seems impossible but God always multiplies our limited resources!

Casa Emmaus continues to be the place where brothers and sisters from diff erent parts in the world 
stay during their visits to our Church and country. Most importantly, Casa Emmaus continues to be 
the place where mission relations are strengthened and new ones are born. Casa Emmaus continues to 
be the place where missionary encounters happen all the time. 

Last but not least, in this annual report we share the latest and great news about the full time 
involvement of Pastor Natanael Lizarazo with the mission of IELCO and of the Emmaus Road 
Foundation starting next year. Conversations and planning are already taking place among IELCO, 
Emmaus Road Foundation and Emmaus Road Ministries to see where the great knowledge, skills and 
experience of Pastor Natanael can be better put into action to better serve our local needs. 

On behalf of the people we serve, of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia and on our 
own as Emmaus Road Foundation (Colombia) and Emmaus Road Ministries (USA) we express our 
profound gratitude for the ongoing spiritual and fi nancial support you provide to God’s mission here 
in Colombia. We thank you and invite your generous support for this coming year. From our home to 
yours, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2018!

Sincerely in Christ,  

Stella Lizarazo - Executive Director
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“Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be 

called children of God.”
–Mattew 5:9 - N.I.V.
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! e following levels of support provide a wide array of opportunities to impact the lives of those we 

serve. Whether large or small, in Colombia your gifts always go long ways! 

• J e gift of your prayers and sharing our story with others is a truly valuable gift.

•  Staying with us at Casa Emmaus provides additional funding for our ministry.

• $400 provides a scholarship for an elementary or secondary student. 

• $800 provides a scholarship for a university student. 

• $1,000 provides an Excellence in Leadership scholarship for a university student. 

• $100 provides funding for a high school/university student to attend a National 
Lutheran Youth  Leadership Event.

• $100 provides necessary materials for Leadership Training Seminars 

•  $400 provides an annual sponsorship for an elderly at the Good Samaritan Center. 

•  $500 - 1000 provides signifi cant support for Pastor Natanael’s missionary service. 

•  Gifts in any amount are always welcome to support the overall programmatic mission outcomes                              
of the Emmaus Road Foundation. 
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S W T S G’ M I C

THE ONGOING LEGACY OF FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN

Warm greetings from the Women of 
First Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, 
SD.  It is with joyful hearts that we 
have become partners in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ with the Emmaus Road 

Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries and the Lutheran Churches in Colombia.  

We are inspired to be a mission-driven organization by two things.  
First and foremost is to serve God and our Savior by reaching out 
to help others.  And we are all sisters and brothers in the Lord, so it 
is like helping members of our family.  Secondly it is part of a rich 
tradition started by our predecessors many decades ago.   From our 
beginnings in the 1920’s, our church women have raised funds to 
aid others.  Last year we celebrated our 80th Annual Fall Bazaar, 
an event to raise funds that are distributed to organizations both 
local and global.   J is tradition passed forward from generation to 
generation has become a hallmark of our women at First Lutheran.  
At the root of all of our traditions is LOVE for God and for all of 
His children on earth.  

In return we are truly blessed by the knowledge that we have made 
the world a better place for some of God’s people.  Many of our members at First Lutheran have been 
doubly blessed to be able to travel to your beautiful country and meet many of the Colombia people 
who have been the recipients of some of our bazaar funding.  

It is a true joy to be able to see the tangible blessings of our ministry of love called the First Lutheran 
Church Fall Bazaar.  As we labor to prepare for this project, it is a labor of love indeed.  Praise God 
from whom all blessings fl ow! In Jesus Love, Marcia Huff man, President of First Lutheran Church 

Women - Sioux Falls, SD, USA.
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Dear Mission Friends in the United States::

 Joyful greetings on behalf of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia! I write to you in this historical 
year when alongside our ecumenical partners and as 
a global Lutheran communion, we celebrate the 500th 
Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation.

 As Bishop President of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia, I take this opportunity to express 
our profound gratitude to all congregations, church-
related organizations and individuals who generously 
support the ongoing mission of the Emmaus Road 
Foundation (Colombia) and its mother organization, 
Emmaus Road Ministries (United States). 

 Our relationship with the Emmaus Road 
Foundation and Emmaus Road Ministries has a long 
and fruitful history. On this 500th Anniversary of 
the Lutheran Reformation, we thank God for our 

shared mission work addressing formal education vocations, Christian leadership formation, 
evangelizing projects, bilingual communications, people to people mission relationships and 
shared ownership of Casa Emmaus, our place of hospitality and mission encounters here at 
our central offi  ces.  As you read this report, you will see the full scope of our shared mission 
work. 

 As we now look forward to strengthening God’s holistic mission here in Colombia, we 
celebrate that Pastor Natanael Lizarazo will be joining in a full time capacity our Leadership 
Team as Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia, beginning in 2018. We welcome this 
development with missionary joy as we fully know Pastor Natanael’s bilingual and cross-
cultural abilities, pastoral and leadership experience, his proven passion and compassion for 
ministry and mission. To the Spader family (David, Dr. Heather, Micah) who already have 
committed signifi cant resources to make it happen, our eternal gratitude. Since additional 
funding still is needed to support Pastor Natanael and all other services provided by the 
Emmaus Road Foundation & Emmaus Road Ministries, we thank you in advance for your 
ongoing generosity toward these specifi c mission purposes. 

 We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2018 and look forward to 
welcoming you to our church and country in the future! 

Y e Rev. Atahualpa Hernandez M. - Bishop President IELCO

F O B

Rev. Atahualpa Hernández, Bishop Evangelical 

Lutheran Church Of Colombia - IELCO.
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Emmaus Road Ministries’ Scholarship Program: 

the objective of our Scholarship Program is 
to provide opportunities for formal education, 
Christian leadership and holistic development to 
individuals, communities and families associated 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia- 
IELCO so they can fully achieve their spiritual, social 
and economic potential as children of God.

In 2017 a total of 46 students from 11 Lutheran 
Congregations and missions of IELCO received 
fi nancial support to achieve their academic goals. 
Out of them, 22 students are in University studying 
careers such International Business, Pedagogy, Nursing, 
Civil Engineering, Marketing, Psychology, Business 
Administration, Social Communication, Architecture, 
between others. J is year three university students will 
graduate in Chemical Engineering, Social Work and 
Nursing. Additionally, three High School students will 
also graduate from School. Heart-felt congratulations to all of them and their families!

IELCO/FELM Scholarship Program: J is Scholarship 
Program is fi nanced by the Evangelical Lutheran Mission of 
Finland. It reaches students in elementary and secondary 
education in Colombia who are not able to aff ord education 
because of their limited fi nancial resources. 

In 2017 a total of 176 students received fi nancial support 
to achieve their academic goals. Most benefi ciaries of this 
program (87.5 %) are in elementary and secondary school. 
All these students come from communities where IELCO 
is present either with social projects or where there is a 
Lutheran congregation established. 

Ongoing support to education in Colombia through Givology: eight (8) 
students from the Emmaus Road Ministries’ Scholarship Program in the 
elementary and secondary levels, continue to receive fi nancial support from 
Givology to fi nish school and have better opportunities in their lives. On 
behalf of these students and their families we express our gratitude to Givology 
for making possible education for the less privileged students around the 
world!
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Life Skills training to scholarship students: 
We joined eff orts and resources this year with 
the IELCO/FELM Scholarship Program in 
order to off er a training process in Life Skills 
with the elementary and secondary school 
students. Assertiveness, self-knowledge and 
emotional intelligence were the life skills the 
students learned this year. With the support of a 
psychologist, the completion of several activities 
contained in three notebooks given to each 

student at the beginning of the year, and with the 
follow-up of the Scholarship Committees established 
in each place where the scholarship programs are 

present, this initial stage of the process took place successfully. Our 
main objective through this Life Skills’ process is to help our students to understand the world 

around them and to equip them with the tools they need to live a more productive and fulfi lling life 
and to cope with the challenges life usually brings.

To make this Life Skills’ process more eff ective, not only the students but also their parents learned 
about life skills and were invited to accompany their children in the implementation of the process. A 
psychologist also gave parenting advice to the parents. 

Holistic Leadership Training Program (ProFILE 

in Spanish): this Program is implemented by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia -IELCO. 
Its objective is to build stronger leadership capacity 
in lay leaders so they can support the pastoral and 
diaconal work of the Church to fulfi ll the Church’s 
mission plan. In 2017 once again we provided fi nancial 
support to the implementation of the activities planned 
by the Program at the very beginning of the year. J e 
lay leaders trained in the years 2015 and 2016 were 
responsible for the training of the 40 new lay leaders 
that joined ProFILE this year. We thank our donors for 
supporting the leadership eff orts that are taking place in 
the Lutheran Church of Colombia through its deferent 
ministries!

Financial support to IELCO’s Lutheran School of Y eology: 

Recently, the Lutheran School of J eology has called a new 
Director, former Bishop Pastor Eduardo Martinez. J e Lutheran 
School of J eology is in charge of the formation of Pastors and lay 
Lutheran leaders within the Lutheran Church at the national level. 
Emmaus Road Foundation and its mother organization in the USA 
Emmaus Road Ministries has provided critical fi nancial resources 
to the Lutheran School of J eology so that the goals set for the 

C L D
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Leadership development and its impact 

in the life of the church

J e best way to invest in the healthy growth 
of the church is to invest in leadership 

development and formation. I came to know 
Lutheranism in 1982 as a young person fi lled 
with many hopes about the future. Soon after 
I joined a Lutheran congregation I received fi nancial support 
through the national church to study Economics. After I graduated, I also received 

God’s calling and that of the church to serve in ordained ministry. Again I was 
blessed to receive a scholarship from the church to undergo my theological studies 

at the Biblical Seminary in Medellin, Colombia. 

After many years serving a pastor, the national church again supported another 
scholarship to pursue a Masters Degree in J eology. All this has translated in 

service to my church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia, including 
serving as Bishop of the church. Now, thanks to the support of Emmaus Road 
Ministries, I am undertaking a certifi cation in Organizational  Development & 

Leadership Coaching.  By the grace of God, as the new Director of the Lutheran 
School of J eology, I will have the real opportunity to multiply these skills in 

direct benefi t of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Colombia as well 
as in an engaged vision and practice of 

Lutheranism in Colombia. 

I take this opportunity to further thank 
the Emmaus Road Foundation and 

its mother organization in the United 
States,  Emmaus Road Ministries Inc, 

for the moral and fi nancial support 
provided to the Lutheran School of 

J eology in this year 2017. J anks to 
this support, we are able to fulfi ll its 

ministry goals and responsibilities.  J e 
Lutheran School of J eology accompanies the 

processes of forming new leaders for local 
communities as well as new pastors for the national church.  In this important way, 
the Lutheran School of J eology contributes to the fulfi llment  of the goals which 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia has set for its mission in Colombia. 

I praise God for all who through prayers and fi nancial gifts invest in Christian 
leadership!. 

Rev. Eduardo Martínez Díaz

Reformation Celebration 2017!
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1. What personal and spiritual growth you 

experienced? Working at Outlaw Ranch Bible 
Camp in Custer SD has been an experience 
that marked my life forever. It is a placed 
fi lled with peace where day after day you are 

learning about yourself and you are experiencing God in each corner, in each child, father, mother, youth 
and adult you are privileged to know.  

To experience, live and share life experiences with all who attend Outlaw Ranch and with other 
counselors, opened my mind and heart to continue with the mission God has given me. Being at Outlaw 
Ranch I discovered who I am what I love and want the 
most. It was a precious gift of security, peace, hope and 
wisdom for my personal life and my Lutheran faith. 

2. What Christian leadership skills you learned?. A 
leader is not necessarily the one who knows the most or 
talks louder. A leader is rather one who know how to listen, 
understand, counsel and respect others.  I learned that 
the best way to connect with another person is listening 
attentively and respecting his/her convictions and ideas. 
People usually connect with you and listen to you when 
you treat them as equals, as sisters and brothers. I certainly 
acquired and strengthen my empathy, trust and criteria. 
Besides being friends to the campers, we were their guides, 
examples and company. I also strengthen my capacity for 
critical thinking, solutions, creativity and understanding of 
diff erent realities. 

3. What leadership commitments you will have with 

your congregation and national church?. Since I 
returned to Colombia, I have been thinking in what ways I can share and apply this experience with the 
Lutheran youth of my region.  My thought, objective and goal is to create a pre-youth group with all the 
congregations in our city. We the youth leaders in each congregation will lead and share diff erent activities 
aimed at sharing, teaching, learning and experiencing God and also developing a strong Lutheran identity. 
I long for this group to be a refuge, a family to whom the youth can come and feel wanted, welcomed, free 
to share their minds and willing to be light for others. J ank you so very much to all who made it possible 
for allowing us to live this life experience, for expanding our horizons, for giving us opportunity to know 
ourselves and share our culture, for giving us the opportunity to be better human beings and stronger 
leaders for our communities and church.  Juliana Jiménez, Divine Redeemer Lutheran Church.
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Pastor Natanael, it became apparent to us that God’s will is for Pastor Natanael to fulfi ll his destiny and 
return to Colombia. 

J e overall missionary work of Pastor Natanael will be to connect the amazing potential for growth of all 
ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia with mission organizations, congregations 
and individuals both inside and outside Colombia.  After 52 years of civil war, this is a unique time for 
Colombia as it makes the diffi  cult transition to sustainable peace.  It is a vitally critical time to invest in 
the healing, reconciling and bridge-building mission of God in Colombia.  It is our hope that the Emmaus 
Road Foundation and the Lutheran Church of Colombia can be leaders in this process and we hope that 
others will join us in sponsoring this organization and it’s amazing work and maybe meet us there to view 
it fi rsthand!. David, Heather, Micah Spader. 

P S  J
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remainder of this year could be accomplished. It is another example of God multiplying generosity, 
cooperation and shared mission! Pastor Eduardo also shares his own gratitude in this report.

Financial support to IELCO’s Christian 

Formation and Leadership Program: J e 
Education Ministry of IELCO is in charge of 
education processes, programs and training 
at IELCO. We have identifi ed the need to 
have a new pedagogic model to strengthen 
the Church, its Schools and its Lutheran 
School of J eology. J e objective is to 
create new training and participative process 
to have new leadership models capable 
of developing peace and reconciliation 
processes at the Church levels and its social 
context. 

In order to establish, develop and implement 
this new pedagogic model in IELCO it is necessary to train people in this specifi c area. Emmaus 
Road Foundation and Emmaus Road Ministries has provided humble fi nancial resources so that 
the Coordinator of the Christian Formation and Leadership Program of IELCO could participate of 
such training through the EPES Foundation in Chile. EPES focuses on popular education applied to 
Christian Education, community work, leadership, environment, between others.
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Facilitation of overseas mission trips and 

interpretation: through the Emmaus Road 
Foundation and with the facilitation of interpretation 
and accompaniment from Pastor Natanael Lizarazo, 
this year we facilitated mission trips from the USA to 
Colombia and IELCO from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Good Samaritan Society (Sioux Falls SD), Mount 
Olive Lutheran Church (Rochester MN), Messiah 

Lutheran Church (Marquette MI), South Canyon 
Lutheran Church (Rapid City SD) and First Lutheran 
Church (Sioux Falls SD). J rough these face to 
face encounters, shared mission relationships are 
strengthened and precious resources are received to 
support the ongoing work of the Church through its 
diff erent programs and projects at the national level.

On behalf of IELCO and of the Emmaus Road 
Foundation we express our gratitude to those who 
visited us this year. Your presence among us gives us 
joy but also encourages us to continue working for 
God’s work in Colombia. 

Administration of the Finnish -IELCO 

Scholarship Program: with the approval of 
IELCO and also of the Finish Evangelical Lutheran 
Mission (FELM) in Finland, in 2017 we again were 
entrusted with the administration of the IELCO-
FELM Scholarship Program. Finland has approved 
a three year Program for education through its 
IELCO-FELM Scholarship Program which we hope 
we can manage until the year 2019. J anks to the 
long experienced gained in the administration of 
education programs throughout these years and 

thanks to the team work of Emmaus Road Foundation 
employees we have gained the trust of our donors in 

Finland to continue to manage this Program in Colombia.

S I S O T E 
L C O C-IELCO
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Casa Emmaus, a joint project between the Lutheran Church of 
Colombia –IELCO and the Emmaus Road Foundation provides 

hospitality and lodging services to individuals, Lutheran Churches and organizations at the 
local and international level. Emmaus Road Foundation 

was in charge of Casa Emmaús’ administration 
during the fi rst three months of the year and IELCO 
administered it for the rest of 2017. Beginning 2018 
we as Emmaus Road Foundation will again take back 
its administration. J is year Casa Emmaus hosted 
friends in mission from Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
(Rochester MN), South Canyon Lutheran Church 
(Rapid City SD), Messiah Lutheran Church (Marquette 
MI) and First Lutheran Church (Sioux Falls SD). With 
the accompaniment and experience of Pastor Natanael 
Lizarazo in mission relationships and overseas mission 
trips, in 2018 we hope to improve and increase our 
lodging services through Casa Emmaús.

For each one of us, there is only one thing necessary: to fulfi ll our own destiny, according to God’s will, to 
be what God wants us to be.”  * " omas Merton, No Man Is an Island *

My husband David and I met Pastor Natanael almost 20 years 
ago when he was a pastor at First Lutheran Church In Sioux 
Falls, SD. We were immediately drawn to Pastor Natanael and 
his strong sense of outreach and mission. When he asked us to 
sponsor a scholarship for a student in Colombia, we accepted. 
We received letters and updates throughout the years from our 
student and, in the back of our minds, we always had plans to 
visit Colombia. 

J is past summer, we promised our nephew a mission-
oriented trip when he graduated from high school. We 
explored many possibilities, but it became apparent 
that the time was right to visit Colombia with Pastor 
Natanael, meet the student we sponsored to go to 
university, and learn more about the Emmaus Road 
Foundation. We spent almost 10 days with Pastor 
Natanael learning about the mission of both the Emmaus 
Road Foundation and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Colombia.   As we made this journey together with 

CASA EMMAÚS

E E  E R F 


