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August 22, 2019 

 
An Invitation For A Legacy of Faith Conversation: 

Continuing To Build A Campus for Christ in the Heart of Sioux Falls 
 

Dear Family Members of First Lutheran Church: 
 
By now you should all be aware of, and hopefully participated in, one or more of the 31 Focus Groups that 
were held in the Friendship Room from March 3 through April 10. These Focus Groups were formed 
because our Church Council has been carefully considering what it might mean to wed a Capital Campaign 
with the newly installed HVAC (heating and cooling) system throughout our campus. The wedding of this 
HVAC necessity with capital repairs and improvements was especially spirited by a great milestone in 2020: 
celebrating First Lutheran’s 100th Anniversary of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ through a faithful legacy 
of ministries and missions.  
 
As seen in the August issue of First Word, the 31 Focus Groups were followed by five all-congregational 
forums with staff from Architecture Inc. of Sioux Falls to discuss some of the possible visions for including 
our Welcome Center, Main Atrium, and Gathering Room so they might be more safe, welcoming, and 
engaging, as well as encouraging a “flow from worship to fellowship.” These five meetings (May 6, 7, 8, 9, 
and 13) between the architects and our congregation also had special input from WELCA and various 
volunteers who are on campus every week. 
 
Based on the Focus Group input from across the various constituencies of our congregation, members from 
Architecture Inc. will be holding five upcoming forums that will include possible renderings of ways in 
which to improve safety, visibility, fellowship, and a welcoming spirit. These meetings will be held in the 
Gathering Room on Sunday, September 8, at 9 and 10:30 a.m.; on Wednesday, September 11, at 11 a.m.; 
and on Sunday, September 15, at 9 and 10:30 a.m. We look forward to seeing you at one or all of these 
gatherings. The greater the attendance, the greater the wisdom in moving forward with a congregational 
vote regarding the proposed Capital Campaign (with priorities, detailed cost analyses, future ministries, and 
missions) on Sunday, September 29, at 12:15 p.m. 
 
In Christ’s service, 

       
 
 
 

Aaron Ellingsen    John Christopherson 
President     Senior Pastor  


