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P = Pastor     A = Assisting Pastor    C = Congregation     L = Leader

Gathering Song "I Believe In That Love" 

Welcome and Announcements

Invocation
P In the name of the Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Thirteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Worship in the Park
We gather this morning to celebrate and proclaim 

the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

First Lutheran Church

Invocation: From the Latin 
term, invocatio "to call upon." 
And so it is that we begin our 
worship, calling upon God to 
be present with and for us. 
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Opening Song "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee"

Opening Song "Praise To You"
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Confession and Forgiveness
A Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection.
A Gracious God,
C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and are held by 

the power of sin. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, that we may be given faith, and live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

A God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.

Prayer

First Reading Proverbs 9:1-6  
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 34:9-14 (read responsively)
 Fear the Lord, you saints of the Lord, 
  for those who fear the Lord lack nothing.
 The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 
  but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
 Come, children, and listen to me; 
  I will teach you reverence for the Lord.
 Who among you takes pleasure in life 
  and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?
 Keep your tongue from evil 
  and your lips from lying words.
 Turn from evil and do good; 
  seek peace and pursue it.

Second Reading Ephesians 5:15-20 X  
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Wisdom is 
portrayed as a woman who 
invites people to partake of her 
banquet. Just as ordinary food 
is necessary for physical life, 
Wisdom’s food—insight and 
understanding—is necessary 
for fullness of life with God. 
Par taking of Wisdom’s 
banquet is the way to life.

Second Reading: True wisdom 
integrates our new reality 
in Christ with our Christian 
fellowship and daily conduct. 
Because we are filled with the 
Spirit, Christians regularly 
rejoice together, give thanks to 
God for one another, and care 
for one another. In this way we 
revere our Lord Jesus Christ.
X Denotes this reading as 
today's sermon text.
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Blessing of the Backpacks
A All students, preschool through elementary school, middle school through 

high school, college through graduate school, please stand and receive a blessing. 
Students spend much time, energy, and effort learning among teachers and peers. 
We trust that God’s presence goes with you, and your congregation supports you, so 
that as you learn you can share the good news of Jesus Christ.
Let us pray. God of all knowledge and wisdom, the backpacks of students here today 
remind us that a new school year is beginning. We ask your blessing upon all students, 
young and old. Give them understanding, perseverance, and knowledge, so that they 
can be useful in the world. And as they gain knowledge, grant them also kindness, 
compassion, and respect for others. Bless them with good parents, teachers and 
supporters, and surround them with encouragement. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

We ask the congregation now to stand and place a hand on a nearby student 
as we recite from Psalm 100:4-5:

C Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him, 
bless his name. For the Lord is good, his steadfast love endures forever, and his 
faithfulness to all generations.

A To remind you of this verse in the coming year, day in and day out in your studies, 
all students are receiving a backpack tag that says, “Jesus Loves Me.”

Gospel Acclamation "Alleluia"
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Jeff KjellbergALLELUIA

Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel John 6:51-58 

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Jeff Backer
Silence for reflection.

Gospel:  In John’s gospel, the 
feeding of the five thousand 
leads to extended teaching 
in which Jesus identifies 
himself as the true “bread of 
life.” Finally, in these verses, 
he makes a connection that 
would not be understood until 
after his death, in light of the 
church’s celebration of holy 
communion.
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Song of the Day "Forever Emmanuel" 

Apostles' Creed 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of God's creation.
Following each petition:
A Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
A Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

Apostles' Creed: Together, 
we confess the central tenets 
of the Christian faith. The 
Apostles' is the shortest of the 
Christian creeds, dating back 
to the fourth century and the 
early church.
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Sharing of the Peace
A The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Offering

Offering Music "Just a Closer Walk with Thee"

The Lord's Prayer
A Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. Children 
may bring their offering 
forward at this time.
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Benediction
P May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine, grant us the gifts of faith and hope in Jesus Christ. Almighty God, 
Father, i Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

Sending Song "Made For Love"
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Hans Peterson
Larry Olson
Mary Olson

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

We invite you to stay after the service for 

a time of fellowship and a picnic hosted by the 

First Lutheran Board of Evangelism & Outreach.
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Community Ministers & Missionaries
Each member of First Lutheran Church
Pastoral Sta� 
 John Christopherson, M. Div. Ph.D.
 Je�  Backer, M. Div.
 Katherine Olson, M. Div.
 L. Lars Olson, M. Div.
 David Johnson, M. Div. (Emeritus)

Visitation Pastors
 Bob Chell, M. Div.

David Houck, B. Div.
Roger Noer, M. Div.
Dennis Tranberg, M. Div.

Youth and Family Ministries
Marnie Dahle Backer, Director 
Heather Smith, Children’s Minister
Elias Youngquist, Youth Minister 

Music Ministries
Zachary Brockho� , M.M., Director
Larry Olson, Contemporary Worship 
Coordinator

Contact an Usher
■ Assistance with wheelchair seating
■ Personal listening device
■ For a large print bulletin
■ If you are a physician or nurse who is 

willing to help in an emergency.
Children are welcome in worship
■ Children’s bulletins for ages 3-6 and 

7-12 and children’s activity bags may 
be picked up in the Welcome Center. 

■ If your child becomes restless you may 
view the service on the screen in the 
Welcome Center. 

■ Nursery is available on Sundays from 
7:45 am – 12:15 pm.

Church calendar
First Lutheran calender is available on 
the web at � csf.org/calendar.
News Notes and Daily Readings
News Notes can be found at all entrances 
to the sanctuary and � csf.org/news-notes.

Welcome to worship
First Lutheran Church is a member 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Worship assistants
Lector

Karon Gubbrud
Ushers

Rick Long (Capt.)
Tom Berens
Roger Braaten

9th Grade Ushers
Nate Flenard
Sophia Lunn

Broadcast Sponsors 
� is morning’s broadcast on KELO-
FM and close captioning on KSFY 
are made possible by supporters 
in the four-state viewing area 
through gifts and memorials to First 
Lutheran Church Media Ministries.
� is morning’s telecast is given in 
memory of Don and Iola Nelson by 
family and friends. Don’s birthday 
would have been August 15 and 
Iola’s birthday would have been 
August 22.

Worship Services
Saturday (Chapel)  
 5  Vespers with Communion

Sunday (Sanctuary) 
 8  Traditional with Communion 
 9:30  Traditional Worship 
 11  Contemporary Worship

Listen/Watch
 8   KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
 11  KSFY-Sioux Falls, KPRY-Pierre 

  and KABY-Aberdeen

Worship telecasts are available online at 
� csf.org/telecasts.

First Lutheran Church   |   327 S. Dakota Ave.   |   Sioux Falls, SD   |   (605) 336-3734   |   www . � csf . org
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