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We stand as the bell tolls, and the choir enters in silent procession.

Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C Amen.

Please be seated.

Scripture Reading Psalm 22 OT page 505 in the pew Bible

Sermon Pastor Lars Olson

The Seven Last Words of Christ
Tonight Théodore Dubois' "The Seven Last Words of Christ" serves as a musical meditation 
on our Lord's crucifixion. Dubois composed this work in 1867 for Saint Clotilde in Paris, 
where he served as the choir director. "The Seven Last Words of Christ" is presented in eight 

movements: an introduction for soprano and orchestra followed by a movement for each word 
of Christ from the cross. Composing for the Catholic church, Dubois used traditional texts 

from the Roman Catholic Holy Week liturgies to add meditations on the scriptural account.

Introduction
All ye people traveling on life's highway,
hearken to me, look and see.
Is there sorrow like unto my sorrow?
God the Lord Almighty,
God in whom I trust,
hath dealt bitterly with me and my people.
Call me nevermore Naomi,
evermore call me Mara.

First Word
"Father, forgive them,
they know not what they do."

Then the people clamored:
"He of death is guilty. Take him! Take him! Let us crucify him!
Let his blood be on us, let his blood be on our children."
Then they did crucify Jesus,
also the two thieves,
one on his right hand,
the other on his left hand.

Scripture Reading: Later in 
worship we will hear Christ 
draw upon this Psalm from 
the cross as he is crucified: 
"My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?"

Good Friday

Introduction: Words from the 
book of Lamentations and 
Ruth sung by a soprano soloist 
serve as an introduction to the 
Seven Words. This text, known 
traditionally as "O vos omnes," 
traditionally begins a Solemn 
Tenebrae service.

First Word: From St. Luke 
and St. Matthew, we hear 
Christ's words on the cross 
and the crowd's response: 
"Crucify him!" Our Lord offers 
forgiveness even as the world 
puts God to death. A soloist 
offers Christ's words while the 
larger ensemble serves as the 
crowd, determined to crucify 
our Lord.
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Second Word
"Verily, thou today shalt be with me in paradise.
Amen, so I tell thee."

"Lord my God, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom."

Third Word
"See, O woman, here behold thy Son beloved."

See yon mother, bowed in anguish,
who beside the cross doth languish,
where on high her Son is borne;
Is there a mortal, who not feeleth
to behold her where she kneeleth,
So woeful, and all forlorn?

Fourth Word
"God, my Father, why hast thou forsaken me?"

All those who were my friends, all have now forsaken me;
and they that hate me do now prevail against me;
and he whom I have cherished, he hath betrayed me.
Even the vine that I have chosen, and that I have planted:
wherefore art thou now so strangely turned into bitterness,
that I by thee am crucified?

Fifth Word
"I am athirst!"

And the crowd then passing by him,
all did rail upon him, and wagging their heads at him, they said unto him:
"Vah! Thou wouldst fain destroy the temple;
if thou be Jesus, Son of the Father,
now from the cross descend thou,
that we may believe thee, and behold thee.
If thou art king over Israel, save thyself, then!"

Sixth Word
"Father, into thy hands I commend my soul."

For thou art my God and Father;
Thou art my Savior.

Second Word: Christ's promise 
to the thief on the cross in St. 
Luke's gospel is combined 
with the thief's request to be 
remembered in God's kingdom.

Third Word: Christ's words 
from St. John's Gospel are 
paired with selected verses 
from the Stabat Mater, a 
thirteenth-century Christian 
hymn to Mary, which further 
expands on her suffering as 
Jesus is crucified.

Fourth Word: Christ's cry 
to God from St. Matthew's 
Gospel account is combined 
with an anonymous Good 
Friday text, as a solo voice 
cries to God for mercy.

Fifth Word: Christ's words from 
John 19 are placed alongside 
the crowd's response: "If thou 
be Jesus...save thyself!" Again, 
we hear the contrast of our 
suffering Savior and a sinful 
world determined to put Him 
to death.

Sixth Word: With text from Luke 
23 and John 14, a tenor soloist 
sings as Christ commends his 
spirit to the Father.
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Seventh Word
And with a loud voice Jesus cried, exclaiming:
"It is finished!"

And he did bow his head, and rendered us His Spirit.
And it was about the sixth hour;
the sun was darkened, and darkness covered the earth,
until about the ninth hour;
and the veil of the temple was rent;
all the earth did quake;
and the rocks were rent,
and all the graves were opened wide.

Prayer
Christ, we do all adore thee,
bless thee and praise thee forever,
who on the holy cross hast all the world from sin redeemed.

The cross is veiled.

Silent Prayer
Worshipers may remain in prayer as long as they desire. 

We depart in silence.
Worship continues tomorrow with the Great Vigil of Easter at 5 pm.

Seventh Word: With great 
drama, Christ declares, "It is 
finished," and the veil of the 
temple is torn. Dubois adds a 
simple prayer at the conclusion 
of "The Seven Last Words." This 
prayer, "Adoramus te, Christe," 
is drawn from the traditional 
Good Friday liturgy.
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Community Ministers & Missionaries
Each member of First Lutheran 
Church

Pastoral Staff 
John Christopherson, M. Div. Ph.D.
Jeff  Backer, M.Div.
Katherine Olson, M. Div.
L. Lars Olson, M. Div.
David Johnson, M. Div. (Emeritus)

Visitation Pastors
Bob Chell, M. Div.
David Houck, B. Div.
Roger Noer, M. Div.
Dennis Tranberg, M. Div.

Youth and Family Ministries
Marnie Dahle Backer, Director 
Heather Smith, Children’s Minister
Elias Johnson-Youngquist, Youth 
Minister 

Music Ministries
Zachary Brockhoff , M.M., Director
Larry Olson, Contemporary Worship 
Coordinator

Contact an Usher
■ Assistance with wheelchair seating
■ Personal listening device
■ Large print bulletin
■ If you are a physician or nurse willing 

to help in an emergency
Children are Welcome in Worship
■ Children’s bulletins and activity bags 

are available in Children’s Crossing.
■ If your child becomes restless you 

may view the service in the Welcome 
Center. 

■ Nursery is available Sundays, 7:45 am 
to 12:15 pm.

Learn More
Visit fl csf.org for all the latest news 
and events.

Portions of this service reprinted from Sundays and Seasons 

©2018, Augsburg Fortress, license #SB138412; and ONE 

LICENSE #A-704289.

Welcome to Worship
First Lutheran Church is a member 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Worship Assistants
Adult Choir

Dr. Paul Nesheim, Director
Soprano

Lisa Grevlos
Tenor

Ben Van Moer
Baritone

Zachary Brockhoff 
Organ

Sue Severson
Violin

Leah Bogue, Elizabeth Jerstad, 
Christopher Bierstedt, 
Harvey Jewell

Viola
Mary Jewell
Pat Pickard

Cello
Karren Melik-Stepanov

Bass
Trevor Carlson

Harp
Anna Vorhes

Flute
Mary Ryrholm

Oboe
Michael King

Timpani
Jordan Brockhoff 

Ushers
Julie Dykstra, Keith Dykstra, 
Kristen Dykstra, Lance Dykstra, 
Bob Hemre, Al Knutson, 
Robert Lommen, Pat Pearson
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Worship Services
Saturday (Chapel)

5 PM Vespers with Communion
Sunday (Sanctuary) 
 8 AM Traditional with Communion 
 9:30 AM Traditional Worship 
 11 AM Contemporary Worship

Listen/Watch
 8 AM  KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
 11 AM KSFY-Sioux Falls, KPRY-Pierre 

  and KABY-Aberdeen

Telecasts are available at fl csf.org/telecasts.


