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P = Pastor     C = Congregation     L = Leader

Prelude Voluntary on Herzlich tut mich verlangen 
 Jean Langlais

Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation
A Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the 

Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
P Let us return to God with all our hearts, confessing our sin against God and neighbor.

Silence for reflection.
P Gracious God,
C we confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. Sin 

holds us captive. Have mercy on us and wash away our sin. Create in us clean 
hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P Through water and the Word, Spirit and saving Son, we are cleansed from sin, 
joined with the communion of saints, and brought to new and abundant life. As 
a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Entrance Hymn 675 "O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True" 
 O Jesu Christe, wahres licht

Apostolic Greeting
A Now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation. May the grace of God, 

through Jesus Christ—our crucified and risen Savior—be with you all.
C And also with you.

Kyrie

Prelude: As we prepare for 
worship, we hear music 
of French composer Jean 
Langlais based on tonight's 
Evening Hymn.

First Lutheran Church

Fourth Sunday in Lent
We gather this evening to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Hymns can be found in the red book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

Entrance Hymn: Just as 
today's Gospel reading speaks 
of a son who was "lost and 
now found," in this hymn we 
pray and ask for God's Word to 
"open all reluctant ears" to His 
Word, that mercy's "gentle ray" 
would shine on all who stray, 
that all might join in praising 
God for "boundless grace" in 
Jesus Christ.

– continued on page 2

Kyrie: During the season of 
Lent, we turn to Setting 1 of 
Holy Communion from the red 
hymnal. We sing the Kyrie and 
remove the Canticle of Praise as 
signs of these penitential weeks.
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. God of compassion,
C you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our 

baptism, clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Joshua 5:9-12 OT page 199 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 32  Michel Guimont

Lord, for give- the wrong I have done.
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Refrain:

3. You are my hiding place, O Lord;

    you save me from distress.

    You surround me with cries of deliverance.

    Refrain sung by all.

1. Happy those whose offense is forgiven,

    whose sin is remitted.

    O happy those to whom the Lord

    imputes no guilt,

    in whose spirit is no guile.

    Refrain sung by all.

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by choir/cantor.

4. Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,

    exult, you just!

    O come, ring out your joy,

    all you upright of heart.

    Refrain sung by all.

2. But now I have acknowledged my sins;

    my guilt I did not hide.

    I said: "I will confess my offense to the Lord."

    And you, Lord, have forgiven the guilt of my sin.

    Refrain sung by all.
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First Reading: By celebrating 
the Passover and eating the 
produce of the promised land 
instead of the miraculous 
manna that had sustained 
them in the desert, the 
Israelites symbolically bring 
their forty years of wilderness 
wandering to an end at Gilgal.
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Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 NT page 173 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation Aaron David Miller
Choir/cantor: "I will rise and go to my father and say,  
'I have sinned against heaven and before you.'" (Luke 15:18)

Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 X NT page 73 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon Pastor Jeff Backer
Silence for reflection.

Please stand at the conclusion of the hymn introduction.

Evening Hymn 606 "Our Father, We Have Wandered" 
 Herzlich tut mich verlangen 
 Stanza 1 – Cantor   2 and 3 – All, in unison

Apostles' Creed 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need.
Following each petition:
A Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
The prayers conclude:
A Trusting in your promise of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

Evening Hymn: The desire to 
wander from trust in God's 
Word is a temptation to which 
we too often succumb. The 
organ introduction and first 
two stanzas will speak of 
and depict this temptation 
to wander.
However, we worship a 
God in Jesus Christ who is 
"compassionate, forgiving, 
and caring." As this is brought 
to light in the text, notice 
how the accompaniment 
shifts away from a spirit of 
"wandering" to trust in God's 
mercy and forgiveness.

Second Reading: One way 
to describe the gospel is 
the promise that in Christ 
everything is transformed 
into newness. All mistakes, all 
deliberate sins, all old history 
are reconciled with Christ’s 
resurrection. This is Paul’s strong 
message to the congregation in 
the city of Corinth.

Gospel: Jesus tells a parable 
about a son who ponders 
his father’s love only after he 
has spurned it. The grace he 
receives is beyond his hopes. 
That same grace is a crisis 
for an older brother who 
believed it was his obedience 
that earned his place in the 
father’s home.

X Denotes this reading as 
today's preaching text.
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Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.
Offering

Offering Voluntary Meditation on Herzlich tut mich verlangen  
 Michael Burkhardt

Please stand.

Offering Presentation 188 "Create in Me a Clean Heart"

Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love.
C Let us receive the bread of life and cup of salvation.

Please be seated.

Communion

Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Benediction
A May God, who has called us forth from the dust of the earth and claimed us as 

children of the light, strengthen you with His Word of life. The Lord bless you 
and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of 
the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn 779 "Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound" 
 New Britain

Dismissal
A Marked with the cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Lent is a season of confession, repentance, and return to God's Word.  
During Lent, we omit postludes to reflect the penitential nature of the season.

Worship assistants:
Cantor 

Nancy Henrichsen
Usher 

Judy Green

Visit flcsf.org for all the latest 
news and events.

Sending Hymn: As "wretched" 
and lost sinners, we rejoice in 
this hymn that God's grace in 
Christ found us in Holy Baptism 
and continues to give us God's 
Word in the preached Word 
and Sacraments.

Offering Presentation: This 
paraphrase of a portion of 
Psalm 51 is first a confession: 
"Create in me a clean heart." At 
the same time, we recognize 
the power of God's Spirit, 
which gives us faith. Because 
of this, we join in asking with 
the Psalmist: "Take not your 
Holy Spirit from me."

Communion: All who are 
baptized and trust Christ's word 
are welcome to the table of this 
holy supper, where our Lord is 
truly present, offering his gifts 
of forgiveness and eternal life. 
Please come forward at the 
usher's direction. Grape juice and 
gluten-free wafers are available.


