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In our gospel text for today (from Luke 13:1-9)…While Jesus does not honor the disciples’ illusion that they 
can protect themselves from moral and natural disasters by the pointing-of-fingers (i.e. “Do you think these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffer thus?” ~Luke 13:2; RSV), Jesus 
does seem to honor the vulnerability that their fright has opened up in their hearts. That is, it’s not a bad 
thing to feel the full frailty of our lives. It’s not a bad thing when the law drives us toward the cross in seeking 
our tremendous need for forgiveness. No…it’s not a bad thing for all of us to count our puffs of breath in the 
cold-n-dark, not if it makes us turn toward the saving light that this Lenten Season is leading us. 
For you see, it’s this turning toward the light of his cross, a repentance that comes from a contrite heart 
that’s broken wide open, that Jesus wants for the disciples and us today. That’s why he tweaks our fear. 
“Don’t worry about Pilate and all the other things that can come crashing down on your heads,” he tells 
the disciples. “Terrible things happen, and you aren’t always to blame. But don’t let that stop you from 
doing what you’re doing. For that torn place your fear has opened-up inside your heart is a holy place. Look 
around while you’re there. Pay attention to what you feel. It may hurt you to be honest about what you 
see and feel. But it’s not the kind of hurt that leads to death. Actually…it’s the kind that leads to life” (cf. 
Proverbs 21:21; John 3:36, 20:31; Acts 11:18; Romans 6:4). The American poet, Joanna Macy echoes well 
this truth: “The heart that breaks open can contain the whole universe [of God’s transforming love]” (cited 
in Anne Lamott’s Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts On Faith, p.207). Yes, this is the heart that must be 
crossed if there is to be salvation. (JRC)
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