
First Lutheran Church

Apostolic Greeting: Paul's 
words from 2 Corinthians 
declare Christ's work of 
salvation "now" - for you.

Confession and Forgiveness: 
During Lent, the traditional 
absolution is not spoken. In its 
place, we hear the promise of 
God's forgiveness in the form of 
a prayer. Absolution is reserved 
until Maundy Thursday of Holy 
Week.

Entrance Hymn: We gather for 
worship and sing together that 
we "glory in the cross of Christ." 
Christ's death on the cross 
sanctifies "pain" and brings 
"blessing, pleasure, and peace." 
By this cross, we are promised 
life in Jesus Christ.

Prelude: This transcription of 
a tenor aria from Cantata 19 
is based on the Hymn of the 
Day - "Lord, Thee I Love with All 
My Heart." The tenor melody is 
played on a solo stop. Listen for 
the hymn melody on the oboe.
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 Sunday, February 25, 2018 - 8:00 and 9:30 am

P = Pastor     A = Assisting Pastor     C = Congregation     L = Leader

Prelude Herzlich lieb hab ich dich, o Herr from Cantata 19 
 Johann Sebastian Bach
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation
A Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the 

Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Carol Choir Anthem “Lord, Lord, I’ve Got Some Singing To Do” 
 arr. Harriet Singer
Confession and Forgiveness 
A Let us return to God with all our hearts, confessing our sin against God and 

neighbor.
Silence for reflection.

A Gracious God,
C you sent Jesus Christ to save the lost. We confess that we have strayed from you 

and turned aside from your way. Sin holds us captive. Have mercy on us and 
wash away our sin. Create in us clean hearts for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.

A Through water and the Word, Spirit and saving Son, we are cleansed from sin, 
joined with the communion of saints, and brought to new and abundant life. May 
God have mercy on us, forgive our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

C Amen.

Entrance Hymn 324 "In the Cross of Christ I Glory"
 Rathbun 
9:30 am Holy Baptism (See Insert)

Apostolic Greeting
A Now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation. May the grace of God, 

through Jesus Christ - our crucified and risen Savior - be with you all.
C And also with you.

Second Sunday in Lent
We gather this morning to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Hymns can be found in the red book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.



Kyrie: During this season of 
fasting and confession, the 
Canticle of Praise is removed 
from worship. Together with 
the whole Church, we pray the 
Kyrie - a call for God's mercy.

First Reading: As with Noah, 
God makes an everlasting 
covenant with Abraham and 
Sarah. God promises this old 
couple that they will be the 
ancestors of nations, though 
they have no child together. 
God will miraculously bring 
forth new life from Sarah’s 
old womb. The name changes 
emphasize the firmness of 
God’s promise.

2

 Sunday, February 25, 2018 - 8:00 and 9:30 am

8 am Kyrie

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.-

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer cy.-

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.-

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.-

Help, save, comfort, and de fend- us, gra cious- Lord.

A men,- a men.- - -
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. O God of justice and love, 
C by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death 

to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that 
we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 OT page 13 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation: Lent 
is a penitential season of 
confession and repentance. 
For this reason, the church 
has traditionally omitted the 
"Alleluia" - which means "praise 
the Lord" - from the gospel 
acclamation. During these 
weeks of Lent, the acclamation 
provides an opportunity to 
meditate on words read in the 
scripture lessons for the day.

Second Reading: Paul presents 
Abraham as the example for 
how a person comes into a 
right relationship with God 
not through works of the law 
but through faith. Though 
Abraham and Sarah were far 
too old for bearing children, 
Abraham trusted that God 
would accomplish what God 
had promised to accomplish.

Anthem: The Adult Choir 
offers an anthem based on 
today's gospel text. Taking up 
our cross trusting our Lord's 
work on Calvary's hill for our 
salvation, knowing the world 
calls this "foolish." As the choir 
sings: "Christ's strength shall 
bear your spirit up!" Our Lord 
has walked ahead of us - from 
death to life - that we might 
follow.

Gospel: After Peter confesses 
his belief that Jesus is the 
Messiah, Jesus tells his 
disciples for the first time what 
is to come. Peter’s response 
indicates that he does not yet 
understand the way of the 
cross that Jesus will travel.
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Psalm 22 Michel Guimont

I will praise you, Lord, in the as sem- bly- of your peo ple.-

4

4&

#

#

#

#

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear God.

    e poor shall eat and shall have their �ll.

    ose who seek the Lord shall praise the Lord.

    May their hearts live forever and ever!

    Refrain sung by all.

Refrain:

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by choir/cantor.

3. My soul shall live for God and my children too shall serve.

    ey shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come;

    declare to those unborn, the faithfulness of God.

    "ese things the Lord has done."

    Refrain sung by all.

2. All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,

    all families of the nations shall bow down in awe.

    ey shall bow down in awe, all the mighty of the earth,

    all who must die and go down to the dust.

    Refrain sung by all.

œ
œ

œ

œ

˙

‰

œ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

˙n
˙

Second Reading Romans 4:13-25 NT page 147 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

8 am Anthem "Take Up Your Cross" 
 Thomas Keesecker

"Take up your cross," the Savior said, " if you would my disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me."

Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up, and brace your heart and nerve your arm.

Take up your cross, heed not the shame, and let your foolish pride be still; 
the Lord for you accepted death upon a cross on Calvary's hill.

Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown.

Take up your cross and follow Christ.

8 am Children's Message Heather Smith

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation
Choir/cantor: May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 by which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14)

Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Mark 8:31-38 NT page 41 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.



Sharing of the Peace: 
We share with one another a 
sign of God's peace in Christ. 
If you are ill or prefer not to 
share the peace during flu 
season, we invite you to speak 
a word of God's peace to your 
neighbor.

Apostles' Creed: The Lenten 
season is historically a season 
of preparation for Holy 
Baptism at the Easter Vigil. 
During these weeks, we turn 
to the Apostles' Creed, spoken 
during the rite of Holy Baptism.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. Children 
may bring their offering 
forward at this time.

Hymn of the Day: This hymn 
is a prayer, and marvelously 
co n n e c t s  t o d a y ' s  O l d 
Testament and Gospel texts.
Stanza two asks that God 
would "grant us strength and 
patience to bear the cross and 
follow" Christ.
The final stanza presents God's 
promise to us in the context of 
Abraham: "Lord, let at last thine 
angels come, to Abr'ham's 
bosom bear me home, that I 
may die unfearing!...And then 
from death awaken me, that 
these mine eyes with joy may 
see, O Son, of God, thy glorious 
face, my Savior and my fount 
of grace!"
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Sermon "Leaning on the Promise of God's Word"
 Pastor John Christopherson

Silence for reflection.
Please stand.

Hymn of the Day 750 "Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart" 
 Stanza 1 - Choir   Stanzas 2 and 3 - All 
 Herzlich Lieb 
8 am Apostles' Creed
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need.
Following each petition:
A Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:
A Trusting in your promise of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
A The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.

Offering



O f f e r i n g  V o l u n t a r y : 
Originally written as a hymn 
introduction, this piece is a 
setting of the Hymn of the Day.

Offering Anthem: The Adult 
Choir offers an anthem based 
on today's gospel text. Taking 
up our cross trusting our Lord's 
work on Calvary's hill for our 
salvation, knowing the world 
calls this "foolish." As the choir 
sings: "Christ's strength shall 
bear your spirit up!" Our Lord 
has walked ahead of us - from 
death to life - that we might 
follow.

Offering Presentation: As the 
offering is presented during 
Lent, we sing two stanzas of 
Isaac Watts' famous text. Each 
week, the concluding stanza 
shows again our need for 
God's forgiveness and grace, 
as even "the whole realm of 
nature" cannot compare to our 
Lord's work on the "wondrous 
cross" for our salvation.
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8 am Offering Voluntary Meditation on Herzlich lieb 
 Paul O. Manz

9:30 am Offering Anthem "Take Up Your Cross" 
 Thomas Keesecker

"Take up your cross," the Savior said, "if you would my disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, and humbly follow after me."

Take up your cross; let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up, and brace your heart and nerve your arm.

Take up your cross, heed not the shame, and let your foolish pride be still; 
the Lord for you accepted death upon a cross on Calvary's hill.

Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 
for only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown.

Take up your cross and follow Christ.

Please stand.

Offering Presentation "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" 
 Hamburg 
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Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray. God our provider,
C you have not fed us with bread alone, but with your Word of grace and new life. 

Bless us and these your gifts, that what you provide might spread the good news 
of your saving death for all the world. Amen.

9:30 am The Lord's Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.



Communion: All who are 
baptized and trust Christ's 
word are welcome to the table 
of this holy supper, where our 
Lord is truly present, offering his 
gifts of forgiveness and eternal 
life. Please come forward at the 
ushers' direction. Grape juice 
and gluten-free wafers are 
available.
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 Service of Holy Communion - 8 am Worship 
Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.
A Come to Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take a way- the sin of the world; have

mer cy- on us. Lamb of God, you take a way- the sin of the

world; have mer cy- on us. Lamb of God, you take a -

way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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Communion

Communion Music
Hymn 667 "Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said" 
  Bourbon

Hymn 769 "If You But Trust in God to Guide You" 
  Wer nur den lieben Gott
Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.
C Amen.



Postlude: The postlude is a 
modern setting of today's 
Sending Hymn by American 
composer Michael Burkhardt.

S e n d i n g  H y m n :  T h i s 
traditional Jewish melody 
likely originated in the 
seventeenth century. Today, 
we lift our voices in praise to 
the "God of Abraham" with 
particular attention to the Old 
Testament reading, in which 
we hear of God's "all-sufficient 
grace" and powerful Word 
which served as Abraham's 
guide and promise.

7

 Sunday, February 25, 2018 - 8:00 and 9:30 am

Benediction
P May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as 

children of the light, strengthen you with His Word of life. The Lord bless you and 
keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 
upon you with favor and give you i peace.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn 831 "The God of Abraham Praise" 
 Stanzas 1 and 8 only 
 Yigdal 
Dismissal
A Marked with the cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude  Voluntary on Yigdal 
 Michael Burkhardt

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven and 

cup of salvation. Sustain us with your promise of life in Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.

C Amen.



Community Ministers & Missionaries
Each member of First Lutheran Church
Pastoral Sta� 
 John Christopherson, M. Div. Ph.D.
 Katherine Olson, M. Div.

L. Lars Olson, M. Div.
 Je�  Backer (Intern Pastor)
 David Johnson, M. Div. (Emeritus)

Visitation Pastors
 Bob Chell, M. Div.

David Houck, B. Div.
Roger Noer, M. Div.
Dennis Tranberg, M. Div.

Youth and Family Ministries
Marnie Dahle Backer, Director 
Heather Smith, Children’s Minister
Elias Youngquist, Youth Minister 

Music Ministries
Zachary Brockho� , M.M., Director
Larry Olson, Contemporary Worship 
Coordinator

Contact an Usher
■ Assistance with wheelchair seating
■ Personal listening device
■ For a large print bulletin
■ If you are a physician or nurse who is 

willing to help in an emergency.
Children are welcome in worship
■ Children’s bulletins for ages 3-6 and 

7-12 and children’s activity bags may 
be picked up in the Welcome Center. 

■ If your child becomes restless you may 
view the service on the screen in the 
Welcome Center. 

■ Nursery is available on Sundays from 
7:45 am – 12:15 pm.

Church calendar
First Lutheran calender is available on 
the web at � csf.org/calendar.
News Notes and Daily Readings
News Notes can be found at all entrances 
to the sanctuary and � csf.org/news-notes.

Welcome to worship
First Lutheran Church is a member 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Adult Choir
 Dr. Paul Nesheim, Director
Carol Choir
 Bonnie Lindgren, Director
 Donna Hamilton, Accompanist
Jingle Taps: Elleh Brown, Addison 
Fincher, Evelyn Glover, Gretchen 
Glover, Nate Herbst, Emma Hessel, 
Catherine Jerstad, Olivia Leiseth, 
Bella Maxon, Isaac Van Veldhuizen, 
Evan Willadsen, Anna Williams

Worship assistants
Lector
8  – Shad Carney
9:30  – Mary Eich
Cantor
 Dave Herbst
Acolytes
8  – Sophia Kramer
  Kaitlyn Searles
9:30  – Chloe Ellingsen

  Paige Himmerich
Ushers
8  – Dick Kropp (Captain),

Alex Barron, Colin Barron,
Joe Barron, David Gibson,
Dick Lundin

9:30  – Jerry Peterson (Co-Capt.),
Brett Schlekeway (Co-Capt.), 
Addyson Elton, Alyssa Elton, 
Ashley Elton, Jody Elton,
Milt Mutch, Lyla Peterson, 
Arianna Schlekeway,
Noah Schlekeway,
Miranda Schlekeway,
Matt Willadsen, Eric Willadsen, 
Mark Willadsen

8th Grade Ushers
8  – Luke Glanzer

  Justice Lloyd
9:30  – Elizabeth Crawford

  Alexis Kraft

Flowers
� e � owers on the altar are in 
celebration of Lowell Larson’s 90th 
birthday, February 10, and Lowell 
and Delores Larson’s 65th wedding 
anniversary, February 21.
� e � owers are presented with 
love from their children and 
grandchildren, Stan and Deone 
Petersen, Chris Blazen, Kevin and 
Carolyn Larson, Sarah Larson and 
Matthew Larson.
Broadcast sponsors
� is morning’s broadcast on KELO-
FM and closed captioning on KSFY 
are sponsored in honor of Mike and 
Gloria Simpson’s anniversary that 
was on Feb 18th by Elaine Johnson, 
Mary Ellen Lantis, Richard Berdahl 
and families.
� is morning’s telecast on KSFY is 
made possible by supporters in the 
four-state viewing area through gifts 
and memorials to First Lutheran 
Church Media Ministries.
Today’s broadcast team
Technical Director
 Garrett Masters
Control Room Audio Board
 Larry Satterlee    
Camera Operators
 Bob Hemre
 Daryl Crawford 
Announcer 
 Bryan Bjerke
Timekeeper 
 Deb Crawford 
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