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P = Pastor     C = Congregation     L = Leader

Prelude "Partita on St. Anne" 
 I. Theme   II. Adagio 
 Paul Manz

Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation
A Blessed be the Father, and the i Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, who forgives 

all our sin, and whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

Service of Light

Prelude: The prelude and 
postlude this evening are 
based on Hymn 632, "O God, 
Our Help in Ages Past." These 
variations were written by 
organist Paul Manz, whose life 
and ministry will be celebrated 
in a community hymn festival 
on Sunday afternoon.

– continued on page 2

First Lutheran Church

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
We gather this evening to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Hymns can be found in the red book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
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e u ni- verse- pro claims- your glo ry.-

e Lord be with you. And al so- with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe  ... Fa ther,-

Son, and Ho ly- Spir it.- A men.-
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Confession and Forgiveness
P Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy.

Silence for reflection.
P Most merciful God,
C I confess to you all my sins, with which I have offended you. I repent and pray 

for your boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, be merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me 
your Holy Spirit, and bring me to life everlasting.

P By the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and, for his 
sake, God forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us, frees 
us from sin and death, and calls us out of darkness into the splendor of his light. 
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Rejoice and give thanks!

C Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Genesis 45:3-11, 15 OT page 43 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 37  Michel Guimont

e hum ble- shall own the land, and en joy- the full ness- of peace.
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Refrain:

1. Do not fret because of the wicked;

    do not envy those who do evil,

    for they wither quickly like grass

    and fade like the green of the �elds.

    Refrain sung by all.

3. Calm your anger and forget your rage;

    do not fret, it only leads to evil.

    For those who do evil shall perish;

    those waiting for the Lord shall inherit the land.

    Refrain sung by all.

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by choir/cantor.

2. If you trust in the Lord and do good,

    then you will live in the land and be secure.

    If you �nd delight in the Lord,

    he will grant your heart's desire.

    Refrain sung by all.

4. e salvation of the just comes from the Lord,

    their stronghold in time of distress.

    e Lord helps them and delivers them and saves them,

    for their refuge is in God.

    Refrain sung by all.
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 NT page 169 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

First Reading: Many years 
after being sold into slavery 
by his jealous brothers, Joseph 
reveals himself to them. Now 
the second in command 
in Egypt, Joseph reassures 
his brothers that God has 
used their evil intentions for 
good to preserve life during 
a devastating famine, and 
Joseph forgives them.

Second Reading: In the 
Apostles' Creed, we speak of 
the “resurrection of the body 
and the life everlasting.” Using 
the metaphor of a planted 
seed and the story of Adam, 
Paul preaches passionately 
about the mystery of following 
Christ’s perfect life into eternity.
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Please stand.

Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Luke 6:27-38 x NT page 60 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon Pastor Jeff Backer

Silence for reflection.

Please stand.

Evening Hymn 605 "Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive" 
 Detroit

Apostles' Creed 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need.
Following each petition:
A Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
A Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend all 

for whom we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.

Offering

Evening Hymn: Christ's cross 
reveals "how trifling others' 
debts [are] to us" and "how 
great" our debt is to our Lord. 
As Jesus says in today's Gospel 
text, the mercy and love of 
enemies and all people flows 
because our heavenly Father 
has first shown us mercy in 
the death and resurrection of 
the Son.

Gospel: Jesus continues to 
address a crowd of his disciples. 
He invites his followers to 
shower radical love, blessing, 
forgiveness, generosity, and 
trust even to enemies and 
outsiders. Living in harmony 
with God’s intent brings the 
reward of overflowing blessing. 

x Denotes this reading as 
today's preaching text.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. Children 
may bring their offering 
forward at this time.
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Offering Voluntary "Canon on St. Anne"  
 Paul Manz

Please stand.

Offering Presentation 867 "In Thee Is Gladness" 
 In dir ist Freude 

Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P Come to the table of mercy and grace.
C Let us receive the feast the Lord has given.

Please be seated.

Communion

Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Benediction
A May the God of glory dwell in you richly, call you beloved, and shine brightly on 

your path. The blessing of Almighty God—the Father, the i Son, and the Holy 
Spirit—be upon and remain with you always.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn 604 "O Christ, Our Hope" 
 Lobt Gott, ihr Christen

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Share the good news of Jesus Christ.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude  "Fugue-Finale on St. Anne" 
 Paul Manz

Worship assistants:
Cantor 

Kris Herbst
Lector and Usher 

Anita Paulsen Visit flcsf.org for all the latest news and events.

Sending Hymn: The mercy 
of God the Father is well-
summarized in stanza two 
of this hymn: "How vast your 
mercy to accept the burden of 
our sin, and bow your head in 
cruel death to make us clean 
within." With such a gracious 
and loving God, Jesus tells 
his followers to love even 
their enemies and to see each 
person as a redeemed child of 
our merciful Lord.

O ffering Presentation: 
Throughout the weeks after 
Epiphany, the Lutheran 
chorale "In Thee Is Gladness" 
will serve as our response to 
God's blessings as the offering 
is presented. Christ's victory 
over death is the sunshine 
that lights our way during 
these weeks and each time we 
gather for worship. Because 
our Lord has claimed us as His 
own, "we fear no powers—not 
of earth or sin or death."

Postlude: This fugue and 
final variation was originally 
improvised by Paul Manz at 
a church music conference at 
Valparaiso University and was 
intended to serve as a model of 
improvisation for other church 
musicians. You are invited 
to celebrate Paul's life and 
ministry tomorrow afternoon 
at a community hymn festival 
with organist David Cherwien, 
theologian Paul Westermeyer, 
and the Augustana Choir. 
Come and sing!

Offering Voluntary: This 
variation based on "O God, 
Our Help in Ages Past" is based 
on stanza three: "A thousand 
ages in your sight are like an 
evening gone, short as the 
watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun."


