
P = Pastor     A = Assisting Pastor     C = Congregation     L = Leader

Prelude  Erbarm Dich Mein, O Herre Gott, BWV 721
 Johann Sebastian Bach
Welcome 

Silence for reflection.

Psalm 51 Michel Guimont

Be mer ci- ful,- O Lord, for we have sinned.
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Refrain:

1. Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.

    In your compassion blot out my offense.

    O wash me more and more from my guilt

    and cleanse me from my sin.

    Refrain sung by all.

3. A pure heart create for me, O God,

    put a steadfast spirit within me.

    Do not cast me away from your presence,

    nor deprive me of your holy spirit.

    Refrain sung by all.

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by choir/cantor.

4. Give me again the joy of your help;

    with a spirit of fervor sustain me,

    O Lord, open my lips

    and my mouth shall declare your praise.

    Refrain sung by all.

2. My offenses truly I know them;

    my sin is always before me.

    Against you, you alone, have I sinned;

    what is evil in your sight I have done.

    Refrain sung by all.
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Please stand.

Greeting
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray, O God,
C in Jesus Christ you call us to follow to the cross trusting in your mercy and grace. 

In this world of doubt and trial, you are the way, the truth, and the life. Bring 
us to repent of ourselves and create in us new hearts that receive full pardon, 
forgiveness, and life in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Ash Wednesday
The "I Am" Sayings of Jesus:        

"I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life"
(John 14:6)

Prelude: As you listen to the 
prelude, consider these words - 
the original text of the chorale:
"Have mercy on me, O Lord 
God, according to your great 
kindness. Wash me, make 
clean my wrongdoing. I confess 
my sin and repent; I have 
sinned against you only. I am 
constantly aware of it; even 
the best may not stand in your 
sight, You are just, though you 
condemn me." 
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Scripture Reading Exodus 3:1-14 OT page 51 in the pew Bible
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation 

Let your stead fast- love come to us, O Lord.

Save us as you prom ised;- we will trust your word.
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Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel John 14:1-7 NT page 103 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (John 14:6a) 
 Pastor John Christopherson

Silence for reflection.
Please stand.

Hymn 758 "You Are the Way"
 Dundee
Apostles' Creed
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn: Today and throughout 
the season of Lent, we will 
examine our Lord's statements 
from the Gospel of John that 
begin "I Am..." In this hymn, we 
sing of Christ - "the way, truth, 
and life" - who conquers "sin 
and death" for us.

Scripture Reading: Moses 
experienced the call of God 
when God appeared to him 
in a bush that burned but was 
not consumed. When Moses 
expressed his unworthiness, 
God promised to be with him. 
When Moses objected that 
people would demand to know 
God's name, God revealed the 
personal name, Yahweh (I Am 
Who I Am), or the Lord.

Gospel: On the night that he 
is to be arrested, Jesus shares 
final words with his disciples. 
As the Son of God and Savior 
of the world, he promises to go 
before them and act on their 
behalf.
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Offering

11:15 am Offering Voluntary Voluntary on Dundee   
 F. Melius Christiansen

6:30 pm Offering Anthem "Create in Me"   
 Terre Johnson

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit in me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free spirit.

Please stand.

Offering Presentation

Cre ate- in me a clean heart, O God, and re new- a right

spir it- with in- me. Cast me not a way- from your

pres ence,- and take not your Ho ly- Spir it- from me. Re -

store un to- me the joy of your sal va- tion,-

and up hold- me with your free Spir it.-
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Invitation to the Discipline of Lent
A Friends in Christ, today with the whole Church we enter the time of remembering 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. We begin this holy season by acknowledging our 
need for repentance and for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in 
communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. 
But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so 
that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and 
resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. You are invited, 
therefore, to the Discipline of Lent – self-examination and repentance, prayer and 
fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love – strengthened by the gifts of Word and 
Sacrament. Let us continue through these forty days to the great Three Days of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. Children 
may bring their offering 
forward at this time.

6:30 pm Offering Anthem: 
This anthem, sung tonight by 
the Adult Choir, is a setting of 
Psalm 51 for choir and piano.
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Confession
A Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection.
A Most merciful God,
C we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, 

that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous 
fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone.

A We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been 
forgiven.

C Have mercy on us, O God.
A We have shut our ears to your Word and call to serve as Christ served us. We have 

grieved your Holy Spirit.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
A Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected 

our lives, we confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
A Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 

confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
A Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in 

us, we confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
A Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 

cruelty, we confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
A Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
A Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
C Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Words of Institution
A In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Words of Institution: Hear 
Christ's words of promise 
spoken again "for you, for the 
forgiveness of your sin."
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The Lord's Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.
A Come to Christ, broken and poured out for you.
C Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.

Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take a way- the sin of the world; have

mer cy- on us. Lamb of God, you take a way- the sin of the

world; have mer cy- on us. Lamb of God, you take a -

way the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes

Voluntary  Meditation on Aus tiefer Not
 Kevin Hildebrand

Hymn 599 "Lord Jesus, Think on Me" 
  Southwell

Hymn 600 "Out of the Depths I Cry to You"
  Aus Tiefer Not

Hymn 606 "Our Father, We Have Wandered"
  Herzlich tut mich verlangen

Hymn 601 "Savior, When in Dust to You" 
  Aberystwyth

Hymn 328 "Restore in Us, O God"
  Baylor

Hymn 320 "The Glory of These Forty Days"
  Erhalt uns, Herr

Voluntary  Meditation on Aus tiefer Not
 Johann Kuhnau

Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  

and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Dialogue 
A Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
C that we may show forth your glory in the world.
A By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior and Lord,
C bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Prayer 
A Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these 

ashes might be to us a sign of mortality and penitence, that we may remember it is 
only by your gracious gift and promise that we are given everlasting life. 

C Amen.

Hymn 319 "O Lord, throughout These Forty Days"
 Consolation

We depart in silence.

Those who desire may come 
down the center aisle and 
kneel to receive ashes followed 
by Holy Communion.
If  you do not wish to receive 
the ashes, simply raise your 
hand and a blessing will be 
given instead.
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Imposition of Ashes
Our hope is that by including children in the imposition of ashes, we give parents and grandparents 
the opportunity to talk about “What do these ashes mean?” (A good Lutheran question!)

The ashes remind us that we are made from the earth and we, too, will one day die. Wearing them is 
a way we say to God—and to everyone who sees us—we are bound to sin and need to be freed. Even 
children know what it feels like when they have done something wrong, and they know how good it 
feels when they are told they are forgiven and loved!

That’s why the ashes are made in the sign of the cross; to remind us that even though we sin, Jesus 
died to show that God loves us.

Church calendar
First Lutheran calender is available on the web  
at flcsf.org/calendar.
Listen/Watch
8 am KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
11 am KSFY-Sioux Falls, KPRY-Pierre  

 and KABY-Aberdeen
Worship telecasts are available online  
at flcsf.org/telecasts

Broadcast Sponsors
The Ash Wednesday telecast and closed captioning on 
KSFY are fully sponsored by Judy Jasper for nursing 
home residents and homebound individuals.  It is also 
sponsored in honor of FLC pastors for their ministry in 
spreading the Word of God.  As we receive the cross of 
ashes on our foreheads this day, let us remember that we 
are members of the body of Christ and in this season of 
Lent we await the resurrection of our Lord and Savior 
on Easter.  

Community Ministers & Missionaries
Each member of First Lutheran Church
Pastoral Staff
 John Christopherson, M. Div. Ph.D.
 Katherine Olson, M. Div. 

L. Lars Olson, M. Div.
 Jeff Backer (Intern Pastor)
 David Johnson, M. Div. (Emeritus)

Visitation Pastors
 Bob Chell, M. Div. 

David Houck, B. Div. 
Roger Noer, M. Div. 
Dennis Tranberg, M. Div.

Youth and Family Ministries
Marnie Dahle Backer, Director 
Heather Smith, Children’s Minister
Elias Youngquist, Youth Minister 

Music Ministries
Zachary Brockhoff, M.M., Director
Larry Olson, Contemporary Worship Coordinator

Contact an Usher
■ Assistance with wheelchair seating
■ Personal listening device
■ For a large print bulletin
■ If you are a physician or nurse who is willing to help 

in an emergency.
Children are welcome in worship
■ Children’s bulletins for ages 3-6 and  

7-12 and children’s activity bags may be picked up in 
the Welcome Center. 

■ If your child becomes restless you may view the 
service on the screen in the Welcome Center. 

■ Nursery is available on Sundays from  
7:45 am – 12:15 pm.

Church calendar
First Lutheran calender is available on the web at flcsf.
org/calendar.
News Notes and Daily Readings
News Notes can be found at all entrances to the sanctuary 
and flcsf.org/news-notes.
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LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICES
Worship at 11:15 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Meals at Noon and 5 p.m.

� is Lent, join your First Lutheran family at the 
Lenten Services and meals. Meals are served in 
Reformation Hall from noon to 1 p.m. and 5 to 
6:15 p.m. � e cost for meals is $5 for adults, $3 
for ages 3 – 6 years, with 2 and under free.

February 14 - Ash Wednesday
I AM the Way, the Truth and the Life (John 14:6)
Imposition of ashes and a solemn reminder of 
both our mortality and God’s eternal life for us.
(No meals served)

February 21
I AM the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25)
Guest artist Paul Oman will paint two portaits 
of Christ, the Resuection and the Life.
Lunch - Chili
Supper - Spaghetti, Tossed Salad & French Bread

February 28
I AM the Bread of Life (John 6:48)
Lunch - Chicken Noodle Soup
Supper - Pork Loin & Mashed Potatoes w/gravy

March 7
I AM the Light of the World (John 8:12)
Lunch - Ham and Bean Soup
Supper - Chicken, Cheesy Potatoes & Corn

March 14
I AM the Door (John 10:9)
Lunch - Pasta Fagioli soup
Supper - Meatloaf & Mashed Potatoes w/gravy

March 21
I AM the True Vine (John 15:1)
Lunch - White Chicken Chili
Supper - Taco Bar

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
March 25 - Palm Sunday 
8, 9:30 & 11 a.m.
Preacher: Pastor Lars Olson

March 29 - Maundy � ursday
Noon & 7 p.m.
Holy Communion
(Fifth-grade First Communion at 7 p.m.) 
Preacher: Je�  Backer, Intern Pastor

March 30 - Good Friday
Noon &  7 p.m.
Preacher: Pastor John Christopherson

March 31 - Easter Vigil
5 p.m. Sanctuary, Holy Communion
Preacher: Pastor Katherine Olson

April 1 - Easter Sunday
6, 8, 9:30 & 11 a.m.
Preacher: Dr. Steve Paulson, Luther Seminary, 
Professor of Systematic � eology

2018 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
Our annual Lenten 
Devotional is available in the 
atrium and on our website at 
� csf.org/lent.
Beginning Ash Wednesday, 
forty days of devotions 
written by the community 
of First Lutheran for your 
encouragement and shared 

prayer throughout Lent. If you have not already 
subscribed to our online publications, you can 
sign up to receive the daily email devotion and 
weekly congregational eNews by going to � csf.org 
to read the Lenten Daily Devotional online.


