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P = Pastor     C = Congregation     L = Leader

Prelude "Two Settings on Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier" 
 Max Reger and Johann Sebastian Bach

Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation
A Blessed be the Father, i and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, who forgives 

all our sin, and whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.

Service of Light

Prelude: This evening's prelude 
provides two gentle settings 
based on Hymn 510—"Word 
of God, Come Down on Earth."

– continued on page 2

First Lutheran Church

Third Sunday after Epiphany
We gather this evening to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Hymns can be found in the red book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
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e u ni- verse- pro claims- your glo ry.-

e Lord be with you. And al so- with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe  ... Fa ther,-

Son, and Ho ly- Spir it.- A men.-
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Confession and Forgiveness
P Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God's mercy.

Silence for reflection.
P Most merciful God,
C I confess to you all my sins, with which I have offended you. I repent and pray 

for your boundless mercy. For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, be merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me 
your Holy Spirit, and bring me to life everlasting.

P By the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and, for his 
sake, God forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us, frees 
us from sin and death, and calls us out of darkness into the splendor of his light. 
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, i and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Rejoice and give thanks!

C Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 OT page 440 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19  Michel Guimont

Your words, O Lord, are spir it- and life.
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Refrain:

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by choir/cantor.

1. e law of the Lord is perfect,

    it revives the soul.

    e rule of the Lord is to be trusted,

    it gives wisdom to the simple.

    Refrain sung by all.

3. e fear of the Lord is holy,

    abiding forever.

    e decrees of the Lord are truth,

    and all of them just.

    Refrain sung by all.

2. e precepts of the Lord are right,

    they gladden the heart.

    e command of the Lord is clear,

    it gives light to the eyes.

    Refrain sung by all.

4. May the spoken words of my mouth,

    the thoughts of my heart,

    win favor in your sight, O Lord,

    my rescuer, my rock!

    Refrain sung by all.
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First Reading: The exiles 
have returned and rebuilt 
Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the 
priest, reads the law of Moses 
to them in the public square. 
When they hear it, they weep 
for their sins and for the long 
years in exile, but Ezra reminds 
them that the joy of the Lord is 
their strength.
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a NT page 166 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Luke 4:14-21 x NT page 57 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon Pastor Jeff Backer
Silence for reflection.

Please stand.

Evening Hymn 311 "Hail to the Lord's Anointed" 
 Stanza 1–All   2–Men   3–Women   4–All 
 Freut euch, ihr lieben

Apostles' Creed 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need.
Following each petition:
A Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
A Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend all 

for whom we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

E v e n i n g  H y m n :  T h i s 
paraphrase of Psalm 72 
proclaims the role of the 
Lord's anointed—Jesus Christ. 
Our Lord "breaks oppression, 
sets captives free, takes away 
transgression, helps the poor 
and needy, bids the weak 
be strong, turns darkness to 
light, comes like showers with 
love, joy, hope, peace and 
righteousness—so that even 
kings bring gold and incense 
and nations sing." In the 
speaking of this good news, 
Scripture is fulfilled, and we are 
given new and abundant life.

Second Reading: The apostle 
and pastor Paul uses the 
metaphor of the human body 
to describe how intimately 
connected we are in the 
church. For this struggling 
congregation in Corinth, 
Paul delivers a vital message 
of unity that is a mark of the 
church today.

Gospel:  Near the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry, he visits 
his hometown of Nazareth. 
In the words of Isaiah, he 
states and claims his identity, 
purpose, and mission.

x Denotes this reading as 
today's preaching text.
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Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.
Offering

Offering Voluntary "Meditation on Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier"  
 David Cherwien
Please stand.

Offering Presentation 867 "In Thee Is Gladness" 
 In dir ist Freude 
Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
P Come to the table of mercy and grace.
C Let us receive the feast the Lord has given.

Please be seated.

Communion

Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Benediction
A May the God of glory dwell in you richly, call you beloved, and shine brightly on 

your path. The blessing of Almighty God—the Father, i the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit—be upon and remain with you always.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn 314 "Arise, Your Light Has Come!" 
 Festal Song
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Share the good news of Jesus Christ.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude  Pasticcio, Op. 91 
 Jean Langlais

Worship assistants:
Cantor 

Eric Severson
Lector and Usher 

Anita Paulsen

Visit flcsf.org for all the latest 
news and events.

Sending Hymn: The second 
stanza of this hymn echos the 
text from Isaiah read by Jesus 
in today's Gospel: "Proclaim 
the captive's liberty, glad 
tidings to the poor." Here and 
now, Christ sets us free from sin 
and death and brings all the 
good news of his resurrection. 
He is the "light of the world" 
who has "come" into the world!

O ffering Presentation: 
Throughout the weeks after 
Epiphany, the Lutheran 
chorale "In Thee Is Gladness" 
will serve as our response to 
God's blessings as the offering 
is presented. Christ's victory 
over death is the sunshine 
that lights our way during 
these weeks and each time we 
gather for worship. Because 
our Lord has claimed us as His 
own, "we fear no powers—not 
of earth or sin or death."

Communion: All who are 
baptized and trust Christ's 
word are welcome to the table 
of this holy supper, where our 
Lord is truly present, offering his 
gifts of forgiveness and eternal 
life. Please come forward at the 
usher's direction. Grape juice 
and gluten-free wafers are 
available.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you.


