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Entrance Hymn: We pray 
and ask in this hymn that 
Jesus Christ - "our hope and 
expectation" - would appear 
as he has promised.

Prelude: American composer 
Craig Phillips sets today's 
Hymn of the Day for solo 
organ.

P = Pastor    A = Assisting Pastor    C = Congregation    L = Leader

Prelude Voluntary on Forest Green  
 Craig Phillips
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation Pastor John Christopherson 
A Blessed be the Holy Trinity, i one God, the Lord of Israel who comes to set us 

free, the Son who comes to show mercy, and the Holy Spirit who grants us faith.
C Amen.

Confession and Forgiveness
A Let us come before God in confession.

Silence for reflection.
A To you, O God,
C we lift up our souls. You know us through and through. We confess our sins to 

you, known and unknown; things we have done, and things we have failed to 
do. Remember not our sins; remember us according to your steadfast love. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Show us your ways; teach 
us your paths; and lead us by your Word of truth. Amen.

A Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of salvation. 
Remember the gift of baptism and hear again the promise God has made to you. 
By the command and authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, I declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the i Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. You belong to Christ, who came into the world and will come 
again. The reign of God is near!

C Amen.

Entrance Hymn 244 "Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers" 
 Haf Trones lampa färdig 
Apostolic Greeting
A Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near! May the grace of the 

promised Messiah, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.

C And also with you.

First Sunday of advent
We gather this morning to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Hymns can be found in the red book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

First Lutheran Church
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Kyrie: During the season of 
Advent - one of preparation 
and expectation - we omit the 
Gloria until the Nativity of Our 
Lord and Christmas Eve.

First Reading: In the Old 
Testament, “righteousness” 
often has to do with being 
faithful in relationship. 
God acts righteously both in 
punishing Israel for its sin and 
in having mercy. In today’s 
reading, Jerusalem’s future 
name—“The Lord is our 
righteousness”—proclaims 
that the Lord is even now 
working salvation for Israel.
x (Denotes this reading as 
today's preaching text.)

Kyrie

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.-

For the peace from above, and for our sal va- tion,- let us

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.-

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,

and for the u ni- ty- of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer cy.- For this holy house, and for all who offer here their

wor ship- and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer cy.-

Help, save, comfort, and de fend- us, gra cious Lord.- A men.- -
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Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.
C By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 

redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16 x OT page 757 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation: As we 
prepare to hear the good news 
of Jesus Christ and anticipate 
the joy of Christmas, we light 
the Advent wreath as a symbol 
of our Lord's presence in God's 
Word proclaimed.

Second Reading: Upon 
Timothy’s report from the 
congregation at Thessalonica, 
Paul is exuberant with 
gratitude for them. In this 
passage from his letter, Paul 
voices overflowing thanks, joy, 
and blessings for the people of 
this growing church.

Gospel: God will fulfill God’s 
purposes and, already, hidden 
signs of that fulfillment 
abound. On that great day 
there will be dismay, perplexity, 
confusion, and terror, but God’s 
people shall be given strength 
to stand boldly and receive 
God’s promised redemption.

Psalm 25 Michel Guimont 

To you, O Lord, I lift my soul, to you I lift my soul.
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Refrain:

1. Lord, make me know your ways.

    Lord, teach me your paths.

    Make me walk in your truth, and teach me,

    for you are God my Savior.

    In you I hope all the day long.

    Refrain sung by all.

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by choir/cantor.

3. God's ways are steadfastness and truth

    for those faithful to the covenant decrees.

    e Lord's friendship is for the God-fearing;

    and the covenant is revealed to them.

    Refrain sung by all.

2. e Lord is good and upright,

    showing the path to those who stray,

    guiding the humble in the right path,

    and teaching the way to the poor.

    Refrain sung by all.
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 NT page 195 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 
 Veni, Emmnauel

O come, O come, E man- u- el,- and ran som- cap tive-

Is ra- el,- that mourns in lone ly- ex ile- here

un til- the Son of God ap pear.-
Re joice!- Re joice!-

Em man- u- el- shall come to you, O Is ra- el.-
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Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Luke 21:25-36 NT page 81 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon Pastor Jeff Backer
Silence for reflection.

Please stand.
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Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. Children 
may bring their offering 
forward at this time.

Hymn of the Day: In today's 
Old Testament reading, we 
hear God's Word to fulfill his 
promise to Israel and raise a 
"righteous branch." Today, we 
sing of Jesus Christ who comes 
to save from "sin's eternal 
sway" and grant freedom 
to those in bondage. Just as 
Jeremiah wrote, we can sing 
with confidence: the Lord is 
our righteousness!

Offering Anthem: In this 
anthem sung by the Women's 
Choir, we hear of Christ "the 
Rose" who came to earth. This 
news breaks the winter of sin 
and death, spreads to all the 
world, and brings life where 
there was only death.

Hymn of the Day 250 "Blessed Be the God of Israel" 
 Forest Green
Apostles' Creed 
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the Church, 

the world, and all creation.
Following each petition:
A Come, Lord Jesus.
C hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
A Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and 

those unspoken, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
A The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Offering

Offering Anthem "Cold December's Rose" 
 arr. Nancy Grundahl

Cold December's winds were stilled in the month of snowing. As the world fell dark 
one night, Springtime's Hope was growing. Then one rose-tree blossomed new. One 
sweet Flower on it grew. On the tree so fair, ah, the Rose-tree blooming, sweet the air 
perfuming.

Now the bud has come to bloom and the world awakens. In the rose's purest flow'r, 
dwells a wond'rous fragrance. And it spreads to all the earth, from the moment of it's 
birth, and it's beauty lives, in the flow'r it lives, sweet the air perfuming.

When the darkness fell that night, bringing sweet reposing, all the land was hid from 
sight, sleep our eyes was closing. Suddenly a fragrance clear, came to people far and 
near, on the tree once bare, grew the Rose so fair, ah, the Rose e'er blooming.

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming, sweet the air perfuming. Ah! the Rose!

Please stand.
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Offering Presentation: In two 
stanzas of this hymn by Martin 
Luther, we ask that our Lord 
would come to us - not only in 
the manger, but also here and 
now in Word and Sacrament, 
and again on the last day. 
This gives way to praise and 
thanksgiving to God for His 
mercy and grace shown to us 
in Christ Jesus.

Sanctus: As the preface says, 
we join now with "angels...
and all the hosts of heaven" 
in praising Jesus Christ, the 
Savior of the world. As we 
anticipate our Lord's birth, it is 
especially appropriate that we 
sing of the "One who comes in 
the name of the Lord." Christ is 
Lord over all things, and rules 
in mercy and grace at the right 
hand of the Father.

Offering Presentation "Savior of the Nations, Come" 
 Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
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Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray. God of abundance,
C we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation. Teach us patience and 

hope as we care for those in need with your mercy and forgiveness until the 
coming of your Son - Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
A The Lord be with you.
C And also with you. 
A Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
A It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling, and 
strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy, and 
rejoice with all your saints in glory. And so, with all your saints, with the choirs of 
angels and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might,

heav en- and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the

high est.- Bless ed- is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -

san na- in the high est.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-
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Communion: All who are 
baptized and trust Christ's 
word are welcome to the table 
of this holy supper, where our 
Lord is truly present, offering his 
gifts of forgiveness and eternal 
life. Please come forward at the 
ushers' direction. Grape juice 
and gluten-free wafers are 
available.

Agnus Dei: Though Advent 
is a time of preparation and 
expectation on the Church 
calendar, we do not cease 
mentioning Jesus Christ "who 
takes away the sin of the 
world." As we prepare to receive 
our Lord's body and blood in 
this place, we are sustained by 
Christ's promise to be present 
here, even as he has promised 
to return to judge the living 
and the dead on the last day.

Words of Institution: Hear 
Christ's words of promise 
spoken again "for you, for the 
forgiveness of your sin."

Eucharistic Prayer
A Let us pray. Holy God, the beginning and the end, our salvation and our hope, we 

praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, 
cruelty, and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your mercy. In this end of 
the ages, your Son Jesus came to fulfill your Word and to heal this suffering world.

 Remembering his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in 
righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and strengthen our faith, increase, 
our hope, and bring to birth the joy of Christ's return to judge in mercy both the 
living and the dead. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen.

Words of Institution
A In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord's Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
   forever and ever. Amen.
A God fills the hungry with good things - the very body 
 and blood of Christ for you.
C Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please be seated.

Agnus Dei

Communion
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Hymn 487: Though we 
anticipate the Advent of our 
Lord at Christmas, we also 
recognize Christ's presence and 
promise of forgiveness here 
and now in Holy Communion. 
As the hymn says, "This is Christ 
the King, the bread come down 
from heaven!"

Hymn 435: In this hymn, we 
sing of Christ's return on the 
last day. This hymn of triumph 
and joy reflects the hope 
we have in Christ, who will 
judge the world in his mercy, 
forgiveness, and love.

Hymn 262: From the Taizé 
tradition of Northern France, 
we pray that we would not 
only wait for the Lord, but 
also that God would give us 
strength to stand before the 
Son of Man on the last day.

Voluntary: This voluntary 
for bells played by the Agape 
Ringers includes familiar 
hymns of the season: "The 
Bells of Christmas" and "Of the 
Father's Love Begotten."

Postlude: This setting from 
J.S. Bach's "Little Organ Book" 
- with preludes for each season 
of the Church calendar - begins 
with this piece for organ 
based on today's Offering 
Presentation hymn: "Savior of 
the Nations, Come."

Communion Music
Voluntary "The Bells of Christmas" 

arr. Karen Lakey Buckwalter
Hymn 487 "What Feast of Love" 
 Greensleeves
Hymn 435 "Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending" 
 Helmsley
Hymn 262 "Wait for the Lord" 
 Sung continuously as a prayer. 
 Wait for the Lord
Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the bread and wine with 

your body and blood, promising new life and salvation. Strengthened at your 
table, send us forth to be your people in the world, announcing your coming 
among us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Benediction
A May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and 

for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty 
God, Father, i Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn 254 "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" 
 Jefferson 
Dismissal
A The coming of the Lord is near. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude  Nun komm der heiden Heiland, BWV 599 
 Johann Sebastian Bach
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Community Ministers & Missionaries
Each member of First Lutheran Church
Pastoral Sta� 
 John Christopherson, M. Div. Ph.D.
 Je�  Backer, M. Div.
 Katherine Olson, M. Div.
 L. Lars Olson, M. Div.
 David Johnson, M. Div. (Emeritus)

Visitation Pastors
 Bob Chell, M. Div.

David Houck, B. Div.
Roger Noer, M. Div.
Dennis Tranberg, M. Div.

Youth and Family Ministries
Marnie Dahle Backer, Director 
Heather Smith, Children’s Minister
Elias Youngquist, Youth Minister 

Music Ministries
Zachary Brockho� , M.M., Director
Larry Olson, Contemporary Worship 
Coordinator

Contact an Usher
■ Assistance with wheelchair seating
■ Personal listening device
■ For a large print bulletin
■ If you are a physician or nurse who is 

willing to help in an emergency.
Children are welcome in worship
■ Children’s bulletins for ages 3-6 and 

7-12 and children’s activity bags may be 
picked up in the Children’s Crossing.

■ If your child becomes restless you may 
view the service on the screen in the 
Welcome Center. 

■ Nursery is available on Sundays from 
7:45 am – 12:15 pm.

Church calendar
First Lutheran calender is available on 
the web at � csf.org/calendar.
News Notes and Daily Readings
News Notes can be found at all entrances 
to the sanctuary and � csf.org/news-notes.

Welcome to worship
First Lutheran Church is a member 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Worship Assistants
Cantor 

Elizabeth Atchison
Acolytes
8  – Finn Backer
  Alice Masters
9:30  – Celia Kucker

 Arianna Schlekeway
Ushers
8 

Linda Gores (Co-Capt.),
Randy Olawsky (Co-Capt.),
Tom Berens, Cole Olson

9:30 
Joel Doeden (Captain),
Mark Bubak, Gordy Eggebraaten,
Karon Gubbrud, Eric Hernes, 
Suzie Hernes, Quintin Hernes, 
Spencer Hernes, George Lapp, 
Morgan Mendelson,
Larry Satterlee, Bill Stevens

8th Grade Ushers
8  – Alexis Hopp

 � omas Alpers
9th Grade Communion
8  – Alexis Brady

 Gabrielle Van Veldhuizen
9:30  – Alexis Kra� 

 Alyssa Hangman

Flowers
� e � owers at the altar are given by 
the First Lutheran Quilters to honor 
Dorothy Mikkelson for her many 
years of dedication to the work of the 
Quilt Service Center.

Broadcast Sponsors
� is morning’s broadcast on KELO-
FM is sponsored in loving memory 
of Vi Smith by her family.
� is morning’s closed captioning on 
KSFY is made possible by supporters 
in the four-state viewing area 
through gifts and memorials to First 
Lutheran Church Media Ministries.
� is morning’s telecast on KSFY is 
fully sponsored in loving memory 
of our parents, Ernest & Emma 
Tiede and John & Clarice Yttreness 
by their children Don E. & Karen 
Tiede.

Today’s Broadcast Team
Technical Director
 Hons Oakland
Control Room Audio Board
 Morgan Mendelson 
Camera Operators
 Garrett Masters
 Bill Erickson
Announcer
 Bryan Bjerke
Timekeeper
 Tanya Erickson

Worship Services
Saturday (Chapel)  
 5  Vespers with Communion

Sunday (Sanctuary) 
 8  Traditional with Communion 
 9:30  Traditional Worship 
 11  Contemporary Worship

Listen/Watch
 8   KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
 11  KSFY-Sioux Falls, KPRY-Pierre 

  and KABY-Aberdeen

Worship telecasts are available online at 
� csf.org/telecasts.

First Lutheran Church   |   327 S. Dakota Ave.   |   Sioux Falls, SD   |   (605) 336-3734   |   www . � csf . org


