
This assigned text for today, from the book 
of Revelation, signals the conclusion of 
the church year; namely, Christ the King 
Sunday. It bears witness that God in Christ is 
the Author and Redeemer of all things: the 
Alpha (the first letter of the Greek alphabet, 
symbolizing “beginnings”) and the Omega 
(the last letter of the Greek alphabet, symbolizing 
“endings”). This is to say, that every “tick” 
and every “tock” of time and history has 
its source and being in God. And nothing, 
not even the “dead ends” of death or decay in 
our lives are beyond the redeeming reach of 
God’s restorative power.

One of Martin Luther’s famous sayings is 
that: “Next to Holy Scripture, music deserves 
the highest praise” (TR 4441, 7034, 968). 
And so, after sharing a true story about an 
old cowboy named “Bill,” whom I met on 
an Am Trac train years ago (with his tattered 
note book and a scribbled song – with words 
but no music – entitled, “Montana Gal”) … 
I’d like to draw upon God’s great gift of music on 
this Christ the King Sunday. And I pray that it 
will serve as an instrument – in sounding God’s 
Word of saving grace for you in Christ … moving 
up and down and through life’s scale.

Christ the King sunday 
“Beginnings and endings” (Revelation 1:8)

“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, 
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

Behold, [Christ] is coming [again] with the clouds, and every eye will see him, everyone who 
pierced him; and all the [people]of the earth will weep on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:5b-8; RSV. Emphasis added.) 
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The musical scale, on which is built every 
melody ever hummed or sung or written or 
played, is a simple mathematical structure of 8 
steps: DO-RE-ME-FA-SO-LA-TI-DO.
The first and the eighth step sound the same. 
Right? DO-DO. The beginning and the end are 
alike. We can hear that likeness and continuity 
between start and finish. In relation to God the 
same is true.

The Bible itself reflects this reassuring message 
at its start and its finish. Think about it. From 
the very first page to the last, God is at work 
in a way that’s wonderfully consistent: “In 
the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth” (Genesis 1:1). That’s the first verse of 
the Bible. Near the finish, almost the end of 
Revelation, St. John shares a vision of blessed 
assurance that comes on spirited wing: “Then I 
saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more … the home of God is among 
us … God will wipe away every tear … death 
will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 
will be no more, for the first things have passed 
away” (Revelation 21:1-4). 

So … in the beginning, “the heavens and the 
earth.” And in the end, “a new heaven and a new 
earth.” DO-DO. Family and friends of First 
Lutheran Church, let this sound a wonderful 
homing, enfolding, tonic chord for your heart 
and mind this day – joining into one grand 
scale – from heaven to earth come down, all 
the Re-s, the Me-s, and the Fa So La Ti-s.

In the same way, the Bible speaks of Jesus as 
the “pioneer and perfecter” of our faith; the 
King James Version of the Bible translates this 
phrase as “author and finisher” (Hebrews 12:2),  

the first and the last – the One who begins and 
the One who completes our life’s pilgrimage 
that comes from and returns to God (cf. Psalm 
121) – the One whose Alpha and Omega 
hands reach out across all time and space from 
the cross … and in the midst of our dying, 
proclaims to us this blessed and saving word 
of promise: “You are not alone. For I am with 
you. Today you will be with me in paradise. 
For I create all things new” (II Corinthians 5:17).

Yes, this is Christ the King Sunday in the church 
year. Sunday by Sunday we have been led by 
the Holy Spirit (through the ebb and flow, 
the sharps and flats, of the church calendar), 
to follow the life of Christ … The Advent 
news of his coming; the Christmas story of his 
coming to be truly present, dwelling among 
us in the flesh; the Epiphany story of Christ’s 
light breaking the darkness, sending us with 
the wise men of old to share the good news of 
the gospel; the Lenten pilgrimage of repentance 
of sin as we stand, ashen before Christ’s cross; 
the Easter wonder of Christ’s overcoming sin, 
death, and the grave for our salvation; and the 
season of Pentecost that fills us with Christ’s 
Spirit, as his ongoing body/his church in the 
world, for ministry and mission in Jesus’ name. 
Yes, Jesus is the Word. And our sharing this 
Word, as instruments of his peace, is the music. 
Praise and thanksgiving for Christ our King.

j. r. christopherson 
Senior Pastor

“My ending is my beginning.”
     (T.S. Eliot; Four Quartets)


