
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - November 4, 2018 

John 11:32-44 
 

 

Theme of the Day 
Today we celebrate All Saints Sunday, and remember those in the Church of Jesus Christ 
who have died, especially those among the First Lutheran Church community.  Death is our 
greatest fear. We go through life trying to stave off death, death of relationships, death of 
jobs, and even more so, death of self, whether in our identity or by who we are. But death is 
unavoidable in this life, and we experience it in many ways throughout our lives. Jesus 
Christ came in to this old world to establish God’s ultimate kingdom, which is life in Christ. 
Only Jesus can speak life from death with his word; His word backed by an eternity of 
promise.  

Hymn of the Day - ELW 621  "Jesus Lives, My Sure Defense" 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and 
Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how 
mighty, how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 
34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story. Listen for God’s Word. 

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self but for 
gaining Christ. The Word of God does it’s work on you. 

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Nov 5 

Psalm 51 
Deuteronomy 6:10-25 

Romans 12:17-21;13:8-10  
 

Tuesday - Nov 6 
Psalm 51 

Deuteronomy 28:58—29:1
Acts 7:17-29   

 
Wednesday - Nov 7 

Psalm 51 
Micah 6:1-8 

John 13:31-35  
 

Thursday - Nov 8 
Psalm 146 

Numbers 36:1-13 
Romans 5:6-11 

 
Friday - Nov 9 

Psalm 146 
Deuteronomy 15:1-11 

Hebrews 9:15-24 
 

Saturday - Nov 10 
Psalm 146 

Deuteronomy 24:17-22 
Mark 11:12-14, 20-24 

 
Sunday - Nov 11 
1 Kings 17:8-16  

Psalm 146  
 Hebrews 9:24-28  

Mark 12:38-44  
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Today’s Lesson - John 11: 32-44 
 

Last week we left the gospel of Mark to celebrate Reformation Sunday. It was Martin Luther’s break through in 
Romans 1: 16 & 17 that led to his posting 95 Theses on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany on 
October 31, 1517, challenging the authority of the Pope, which started the schism that eventually led to the 
protestant churches forming. We sing boldly, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” which became the battle cry of the 
Reformation. This week we, with the whole Christian church, pause to recognize All Saints; where we remember 
the saints that have gone before us. The supporting text for this festival Sunday comes from the Gospel of John 
and is the story of Jesus raising Lazarus.  

John 11:32-44 
We go through life trying to stave off death. It makes us uncomfortable as we know that it is the final matter in 
our existence in this life. All that we have done and accomplished means nothing in death. Death takes away all 
of our potential to make ourselves better - especially to God.  

When God hides himself, we as humans usually see the residue of original sin take over as we will try “to be like 
God” and take control for ourselves. When we do not get answers to our questions of “Why?”, we cast off into all 
directions trying to control the things that try to kill us.  

In the text previous to our lesson for today, Mary and Martha have sent word to Jesus that their brother, Lazarus, 
has taken severely ill. Their hope is that Jesus will come to Lazarus immediately and heal their brother. But Jesus 
waits….He does not come immediately. In fact, Jesus waits several days before coming to Bethany; to the home of 
Martha, Mary, and the now departed Lazarus.  

The first thing we hear from Mary’s mouth is, “If you had been here…” Mary’s words ring in our own ears as we 
too can relate to her plea when we have begged for God to make himself known in the brokenness and burdens; 
even death in our own lives. Her words reiterate our own fear; God is not present for us.  

The Jews that had gathered with Mary and Martha to mourn recognize Jesus as the one that healed the blind 
man, and use the knowledge of that miracle to criticize and cast doubt on Jesus coming. However, when they see 
what is about to happen, they realize how dangerous Jesus is, and in the gospel of John becomes the turning 
point for their plans to kill Him.  

Jesus asks Martha to take him to the tomb and to have the stone rolled away. Martha warns Jesus, “Lord, there is 
a stench as he has been dead four days.” This line dispels ANY doubt that Lazarus may just be in a coma or 
asleep. He is so dead, his body has started to decay, overcoming pounds of embalming spice. He is dead, and 
stinking. Jesus reiterates a promise he had previously told to Martha. Earlier in chapter 11, Jesus had told Martha 
that Lazarus illness would ultimately not lead to death, but to the glory of God. Jesus prays, and then he 
commands; “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man appears, wrapped in grave cloth. Jesus tells those gathered, 
“Unbind him, and let him go”; prefiguring the office of the keys, that is the power to unbind someone from sin. 

This scene shows Jesus’ power bestowed by God to overcome the final work of the devil in this old world, and that 
is death. We see the Jesus ability to speak new life where there was only death. It is an immovable object in death, 
with no potential, against the irresistible force of Christ’ Word in resurrection.  

This scene is the biggest and most satisfying of all of Jesus miracles. We all will stand in final judgement before 
God, but for those in Christ, your judgement has already been cast and served. It has come through  the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and now you too have new life in faith. 
Jesus words for you are true,”Come Out!” Death does not have the final word over you.   
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