
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - November 18, 2018 

Mark 13:1-13 
 

 

Theme of the Day 
The readings today tell of the final resurrection and end time.  In the turmoil of hope, fear, 
and disbelief that these predictions provoke in us, Hebrews sounds a note of confident 
trust.  Christ makes a way for us where there is no way, and we walk it confidently, our 
hearts and bodies washed in baptismal water, trusting the one who has promised.  The 
more we see the last day approaching, the more important it is to meet together to provoke 
one another in love. 

Hymn of the Day - ELW 327  "Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow" 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and 
Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how 
mighty, how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 
34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story. Listen for God’s Word. 

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but 
gaining Christ. The Word of God does it’s work on you. 

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Nov 19 

Psalm 13 
Daniel 8:1-14 

Hebrews 10:26-31  
 

Tuesday - Nov 20 
Psalm 13 

Daniel 8:15-27 
Hebrews 10:32-39  

 
Wednesday - Nov 21 

Psalm 13 
Zechariah 12:1—13:1 

Mark 13:9-23 
 

Thursday - Nov 22 
Psalm 126 

Joel 2:21-27  
1 Timothy 2:1-7  

Matthew 6:25-33 
 

Friday - Nov 23 
Psalm 93 

Ezekiel 28:20-26 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

 
Saturday - Nov 24 

Psalm 93 
Daniel 7:1-8, 15-18  

John 3:31-36 
 

Sunday - Nov 25 
Psalm 93 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
Revelation 1:4b-8 

 John 18:33-37 
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 13:1-13 
 

The end of Mark chapter 12 brings together many of the themes of the last few chapters: the temple and the law, 
the place of money, of course Jesus’ relationship to all of these. Since Jesus entered Jerusalem at the start of Mark 
11, the consistent question has been, “How is Jesus related to the Temple?” The first answer he gave was, “Not 
very well!” when he overturned tables and drove out the money changers. In Mark 13, Jesus will make it very clear 
that the temple is is not only coming to an end, but that it will be utterly destroyed.  

Mark 13:1-8 “The Destruction of the Temple Foretold” 

When Jesus and his disciples are at the Temple, we hear that one of the disciples makes a comment about the 
magnitude and scale of the Temple and it’s surroundings. The Temple was magnificent. It was almost the most 
ornate building that had ever stood. The scale of the Temple was almost unparalleled. The fourth largest stone 
moved by humans in all of archeology was part of it’s foundation. The stone is 44.6 feet long, 9.8 feet tall, and 
10.8 feet wide; weighing in at 570 tons. Jesus tells the disciple that not one stone will remain standing. Many 
historical theologians believe that Jesus was predicting the destruction of the Temple that would come by the 
Roman armies. However, many believe that Jesus was predicting the destruction of the function of the Temple in 
his going to the cross.  Peter, James, John and Andrew press Jesus to reveal when the destruction would come, 
Jesus actually asserts an eschatological understanding. The Temple must come to an end for Christ’ reign to 
begin. With Jesus, the Temple would no longer serve as the residing place of God’s presence as God would now 
dwell amongst his people as the church. We warns his disciples to stay steadfast as there will be many, including 
some amongst them that will try to lead them astray.   

Watch out when Jesus starts talking about the end of something, because a new thing is about to happen. Jesus 
makes the point that the final judgement cannot be predicted, and judgement will come unexpectedly; therefore, 
remain faithful.  Jesus’ understanding is that when God decides to bring an end to his creation, it will come 
without warning. And it will not be just a renovation of what has already existed, but he will uncreate all that has 
existed back to his first utterance of “Let there be light”. After which, he will usher in a whole new existence.  

Mark 13: 9-13 “Persecution Foretold” 

Jesus goes on to tell of what will happen to those who follow him in the wake of his crucifixion and resurrection. 
He tells them that they do not need to formulate a defense, but that the Holy Spirit will give them the words to 
speak what God wants to be heard; and that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is a good word for us today. In the 
world today, we certainly hear of those that are persecuted or even killed for confessing Jesus Christ as the Son of 
God, and the Savior of the world. In areas of the world where world religions overlap, those that might have been 
raised in a home where the parents or siblings are Muslim, once they confess Jesus Christ as their Savior, they 
would be marked for death.  

In Jesus time, the law was still thought to be the way to salvation. But Jesus has come to fulfill the demand of the 
law, and salvation only comes by grace through faith alone in Jesus Christ.  

Jesus warns his disciples what lies ahead as they bring the Gospel out into the world. He continues to encourage 
us today to trust in God and to rely on the Holy Spirit. As Lutheran Christians, we profess Law and Gospel, and 
sinners never like to have their sin exposed. God wants all people to know his Son, and the promises that he 
gives, so the age of the New Testament still exists, and we are called to proclaim Christ crucified and risen for the 
forgiveness of sins, putting sinners to death, and being raised to new life in Christ Jesus. This is certainly good 
news for us! 
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