
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - November 11, 2018 

Mark 12:38-44 
 

 

Theme of the Day 
Giving of the entire self, not just the extras, is the demand of the law. Look how the temple 
“devours widows” rather than gives to them. Generosity, in the end, is giving your entire life 
away, all that you have to live on. Jesus will fulfill the law by doing what the temple could 
not, giving his life for others. 

Hymn of the Day - ELW 775  "Jesus, Priceless Treasure" 

 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and 
Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how 
mighty, how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 
34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story. Listen for God’s Word. 

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but 
gaining Christ. The Word of God does it’s work on you. 

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Nov 12 

Psalm 94 
Ruth 1:1-22 

1 Timothy 5:1-8   
 

Tuesday - Nov 13 
Psalm 94 

Ruth 3:14-4:6 
1 Timothy 5:9-16   

 
Wednesday - Nov 14 

Psalm 94 
Ruth 4:7-22 

Luke 4:16-30 
 

Thursday - Nov 15 
Psalm 16 

Daniel 4:4-18 
1 Timothy 6:11-21 

 
Friday - Nov 16 

Psalm 16 
Daniel 4:19-27 

Colossians 2:6-15 
 

Saturday - Nov 17 
Psalm 16 

Daniel 4:28-37 
Mark 12:1-12 

 
Sunday - Nov 18 

Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm 16 

Hebrews 10:11-14 
Mark 13:1-8 
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 12:38-44 
 

The end of Mark 12 brings together many of the themes of the last few chapters: the temple and the law, the 
place of money, of course Jesus’ relationship to all of these. Since Jesus entered Jerusalem at the start of Mark 11, 
the consistent question has been, “How is Jesus related to the Temple?” The first answer he gave was, “Not very 
well!” when he overturned tables and drove out the money changers. In Mark 13, Jesus will make it very clear that 
the temple is coming to an end and that it’s beauty and majesty will not keep intact forever. Our lesson today 
gives us a clear picture of why the temple needs to end.  

Mark 10:38-40 “Beware of the scribes” 
Jesus warns his disciples to beward, or to watch and look closely at what happens with the scribes. They like 
honor both inside the temple and outside, but that honor doesn’t produce a righteousness that it should. Instead 
the result is that widow’s houses are devoured. Their long robes (the word in greek is “stole” like our pastors wear 
today!) and their long prayers don’t make any difference when it comes to caring for widows.  

With such scathing teaching it’s natural for us to point blame at the scribes and call them hypocrites or frauds, 
and most certainly some of them were - just like religious leaders today. There is no doubt that the long robes 
and honorable titles like “Reverend” provide no assurance of the holiness or honesty of the individuals that carry 
carry them around. Corruption abounds. However, Jesus is not just taking issue with the scribes serving the 
temple that day, but with the very purpose of the temple itself. 

Look, the honor given to the scribes by the people did not make the temple immune to corruption, but that was 
never it’s intended function. If so, Jesus would have come to reform the temple; to improve it and cleanse it and 
to set it right. But instead he has come to end it, to fulfill its purpose, to replace the temple with himself. 

In light of Christ, we get to see the true purpose of the temple. It was not to make people righteous, but rather 
remind God’s people that a savior was coming while at the same time making sin known. That the very holiest of 
people - the scribes - are caught devouring widows houses shows both of the true functions of the temple. Jesus 
the savior has arrived, so now the temple can come to an end.  

Mark 10:41-44 The Widow’s Mite 
The disciples are people, and people are always impressed with grandeur, largess, and beauty. Jesus was 
watching people give their offerings to the temple and many wealthy people placed many large gifts in the 
treasury. This is exactly how it should be! Generous people giving generously to institutions that in turn help 
meet the needs of the people. 

You don’t have to be a scribe or a Bible wiz to know that poor widows are some of the most vulnerable among us, 
and also some of the most easily forgotten, along with strangers and orphans. The scriptures are always 
reminding us to care for widows who often have no means of making a living, are often not full of grandeur and 
wealth and beauty, but nevertheless God wants them remembered and cared for.  

So instead of marveling at the large gifts, Jesus points out this poor widow who gives not lots, but all! 

The temple has to end because the law of God that the temple preserves demands all, even from poor widows. 
Where the widow is supposed to be cared for, she her life is still being demanded. The law will stop making 
demands even from the poor, even from the holy scribes. The law and the temple will end only in Christ, the 
savior, who gives himself to give life. Jesus is not reforming the temple give a better, more just, less corrupt law. 
He is bringing it to an end by giving us him instead.  
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