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P = Pastor     C = Congregation     L = Leader

Prelude Two Settings of Reformation Chorales
 I. All Glory Be to God on High 
 Andreas Nicolaus Vetter
 II. Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring 
 Johann Sebastian Bach
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of Light

Je sus Christ is the light- of the world. the light no darkness can over come.-

Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning. and the day is almost o ver.-

Let your light scat ter- the dark - ness, and illumine your Church.

Joy ous- light of glo ry:- -

of the im mor- tal- Fa ther;- heav en- ly,- ho ly-

bless ed- Je sus- Christ. We have come to the

set ting- of the sun, and we look to the eve ning- light.

We sing to God, the Fa ther,- Son, and Ho ly- Spir it:-

You are wor thy- of be ing- praised with pure voic es- for -

ev er.- O Son of God, O Giv er- of life:
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Invocation: Worship begins 
in the name of our Triune God. 
Throughout worship, listen 
for this confession of faith. 
It is God who creates, redeems, 
and gives life through the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Prelude: Two chorale tunes 
inspired by the Reformation 
are presented for organ 
and piano.

– continued on page 2

First Lutheran Church

Reformation Sunday
We gather this evening to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Hymns can be found in the red book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
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e u ni- verse- pro claims- your glo ry.-

e Lord be with you. And al so- with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe  ... Fa ther,-

Son, and Ho ly- Spir it.- A men.-
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Confession and Forgiveness
A Putting aside all good works, let us confess that all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God.
Silence for reflection.

P Lord of all,
C the demands of your righteousness are too hard for us to fulfill and we ignore 

your law. You forgive our iniquity and remember our sin no more, and we abuse 
this freedom. You give us the gift of grace, and we fail to hear and trust your 
Word of promise. Forgive us all our sins, known and unknown - things done, 
and things we have failed to do.

P Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Do not be ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who has faith. Through the Holy Spirit, hear the truth and be made 
free! On the cross, Christ has taken your sin upon Himself and granted you His 
righteousness. By the authority and command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive 
you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.

C Amen. Thanks be to God!
Please be seated.
First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 OT page 755 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 3:19-28 NT page 146 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel John 8:31-36 x NT page 96 in the pew Bible
Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

First Reading: The renewed 
covenant will not be breakable, 
but like the old covenant it 
will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the Lord 
means that one will defend the 
cause of the poor and needy 
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed 
covenant is possible only 
because the Lord will forgive 
iniquity and not remember 
sin. Our hope lies in a God who 
forgets.

Second Reading: Paul’s words 
stand at the heart of the 
preaching of Martin Luther 
and the other Reformation 
leaders. No human beings 
make themselves right with 
God through works of the law. 
We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through 
the divine activity centered in 
Christ’s death. This act is a gift 
of grace that liberates us from 
sin and empowers our faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Gospel: Jesus speaks of truth 
and freedom as spiritual 
realities known through his 
word. He reveals the truth that 
sets people free from sin.
x (Denotes this reading as 
today's preaching text.)
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Please be seated.

Sermon "Forgotten Ways" 
 Pastor John Christopherson

Silence for reflection.
Please stand.

Evening Hymn 504 "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" 
 Ein feste burg
Nicene Creed
P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
 Amen.

Prayers of the Church
P Set free from the power of sin and death by our Lord's promise of new life, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all of God's creation.
Following each petition:
P Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
P Into your hands, faithful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.

Offering

Offering Voluntary Chorale Prelude on Ein feste burg 
 Johann Kittel
Please stand.

E v e n i n g  H y m n :  T h i s 
paraphrase of Psalm 46 - 
appointed to be sung on 
Reformation Day - was 
written by Martin Luther. In 
the third stanza, God's Word 
in Jesus Christ triumphs over 
the powers of this world with 
one Word. With one Word - 
"I forgive you" - Jesus Christ 
destroys the power of death.

Nicene Creed: On festival days, 
we turn to the Nicene Creed to 
confess our faith.

Offering Voluntary: This 
"ornamented chorale" prelude 
presents tonight's Evening 
Hymn with added notes 
embellishing the original 
chorale melody.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. 



Offering Presentation "God's Word Is Our Great Heritage" 
 Ein feste burg 

God's word is our great her i- tage- and shall be ours for ev- er;-

to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief en deav- or.-

rough life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. Lord, grant while

time shall last your churchmay hold it fast through out- all gen er a- tions.-
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Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
P Along with our Lord's Word of promise given to us in His body and blood, 
 He has also taught us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
  Amen.
P Come to the Lord's table, for Christ is here for you as He has promised.
C Let us share in the feast of salvation.

Communion
Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Benediction
P May Almighty God, who brought forth a reformation in raising our Lord from 

death to life, lift you up and restore your life in the victory of his Son.
C Amen.
P May Jesus Christ, the Son of God, give you his Word of new life, that you might be 

strengthened by the power of his death and resurrection to life everlasting.
C Amen.
P May God the Holy Spirit, who creates, calls, and gathers the Church in faith, 

keep you in God's baptismal promise this day and always. 
C Amen.
P Almighty God, Father, i Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn 665 "Rise, Shine, You People!" 
 Wojtkiewiecz 
Dismissal
P Go in peace. Share the good news!
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude  "Sinfonia" from Cantata 29 
 Johann Sebastian Bach; arr. Robert Hebble

Worship assistants:
 Lector & Cantor 

Eric Severson 
 Usher  

Judy Green

Bulletin Sponsor
Thank you to Roger Haugo 
who has sponsored tonight's 
color bulletin in memory of 
his wife, Sandra; his parents, 
Erling and Clara Haugo; and 
his grandparents, T.T. and 
Thora Thompson, who were 
lifelong members of First 
Lutheran Church.

News Notes, Daily Readings  
& Announcements can be 

found at flcsf.org

Sending Hymn: In Jesus Christ, 
God "has entered our human 
story." This is good news! On 
this day and each time we 
gather for worship, we give 
thanks for God's Word, which 
frees all "driven by guilt" and 
held by the power of sin and 
death.

Postlude: This transcription 
from J.S. Bach's Cantata 29 
is arranged today for solo 
organ. The original cantata is 
one of praise and thanksgiving 
titled, "We Thank Thee God, We 
Thank Thee."

Offering Presentation: As the 
offering is brought forward, 
this hymn reminds us that the 
"chief endeavor" of the Church 
and the Holy Spirit is to "spread 
the light" of Jesus Christ to the 
world. Here, we sing Luther's 
tune as J.S. Bach later set the 
melody.

Communion: All who are 
baptized and trust Christ's 
word are welcome to the table 
of this holy supper, where our 
Lord is truly present, offering his 
gifts of forgiveness and eternal 
life. Please come forward at the 
usher's direction. Grape juice 
and gluten-free wafers are 
available.


