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 Sunday, October 1, 2017 - 11:00 am

P = Pastor     A = Assisting Pastor    C = Congregation     L = Leader

Gathering Song "Come Now" 
Chorus: Come now, gather ‘round this table 

Join the love, join the hope, join your hands with everyone. 
Come now, gather ‘round this table 
Where we’re all together one, come now

Verse 1: We’re all forever searching, Just trying to find our way 
Lay down all your burdens, Join in here and sing (chorus)

Verse 2: Mother, Father, Brother, Sister and yourself 
We come here for some healing, To make us all feel well (chorus)

Bridge: When we’re lost, we can know, we belong to you 
When we’re here, we can sing, and rejoice in you (chorus)

Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation
A Blessed be the Holy Trinity, i Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, full of com-

passion and mercy, and abounding in steadfast love.
C Amen.

Opening Song "Savior's Song"

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
We gather this morning to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

First Lutheran Church

Invocation: From the Latin 
term invocatio, "to call upon." 
And so it is that we begin our 
worship, calling upon God to 
be present with and for us. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
A Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one 

another.
Silence for reflection.

A Eternal God our creator,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Forgive us all 

our offenses, known and unknown, things done and things we have failed to do. 
Cleanse us from the power of sin by your Holy and life-giving Word. By your 
grace, draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

A Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given 
to us in baptism. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we were 
still sinners; and for his sake, God i forgives us all our sins.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

Prayer Pillow Milestone  
The four-year olds are invited to come forward with their pillows.

Prayer

First Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 OT page 806 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9 (read responsively)
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
Show me your ways, O Lord, 
 and teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
 for they are from everlasting. 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the 
 sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
 therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
You lead the lowly in justice 
 and teach the lowly your way.

First  Reading:  Ezekiel 
challenges those who think 
they cannot change because 
of what their parents were and 
did, or who think they cannot 
turn from their wicked ways. 
God insistently invites people 
to turn and live.
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Second Reading Philippians 2:1-13  NT page 184 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Gospel Acclamation "Open Our Days"
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Larry OlsonOPEN OUR DAYS

Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew the twenty-first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Matthew 21:23-32 NT page 22 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon "By what authority...?"  
 Pastor John Christopherson

Silence for reflection.
Please stand.

Song of the Day "In Christ Alone"

1. In Christ alone my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My comforter, my all in all— 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

3. There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory, 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me; 
For I am His and He is mine— 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

2. In Christ alone, Who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe! 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid— 
Here in the death of Christ I live.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death— 
This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home— 
Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand.

Second Reading: As part 
of a call for harmony rather 
than self-seeking, Paul uses 
a very early Christian hymn 
that extols the selflessness of 
Christ in his obedient death 
on the cross. Christ’s selfless 
perspective is to be the 
essential perspective we share 
as the foundation for Christian 
accord.

Gospel: After driving the 
moneychangers out of the 
temple (21:12), Jesus begins 
teaching there. His authority 
is questioned by the religious 
leaders, who are supposed to 
be in charge of the temple.
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Apostles' Creed
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Prayers of the Church
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God's creation.
Following each petition:
A Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
A Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
A The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.

Offering

Offering Song "Blessings On The Road"
Everyone’s traveling, everyone’s going somewhere
Everyone’s searching, trying to find a way there
Every new breath, every next step keeps us moving along
into the wild and the wonder of this living sacred song (chorus)

Chorus:
May you find blessings on the road
May you find loving hearts to hold
May you find peace and shelter through every storm
May you find blessings on the road
May you share wherever you go
all of the blessings, blessings on the road

Everyone’s journey, everyone’s story is new
Everyone’s yearning for a love that is true
Every child, every family, everyone that I know
we are wandering in the mystery that is dancing in our souls (chorus)

Every new breath, every next step keeps us moving along 
into the wild and the wonder of this living sacred song (chorus)

Please stand.

Apostles' Creed: Together, 
we confess the central tenets 
of the Christian faith. The 
Apostles' is the shortest of the 
Christian creeds, dating back 
to the fourth century and the 
early church.

Sharing of the Peace: 
We share a sign of Christ's 
peace with one another.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. Children 
may bring their offering 
forward at this time.
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Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.

A Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
C Our Lord’s body let us take together.

Please be seated.

Communion

Communion Song "Thy Holy Wings"

Invitation to Communion:  
We speak words drawn from 
Hymn 491 in our red hymnal.
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Communion Song "Bread of Life"

Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.
C Amen.

Prayer after Communion
A Jesus Christ, host of this great feast, you have given us your very self in this bread 

and wine, that we might be nourished with your words of promise. Filled again by 
your grace, we trust in your abiding love that sustains us now, and promises us life 
eternal in your name.

C Amen.

Benediction
P May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine, grant us the gifts of faith and hope in Jesus Christ. Almighty God, 
Father, i Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

Benediction: The opening text 
of this benediction comes from 
Paul's words in Ephesians 3.
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Sending Song "Travelers On The Journey"
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TRAVELERS ON THE JOURNEY
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Larry Olson
Hans Peterson

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!



Community Ministers & Missionaries
Each member of First Lutheran Church

Pastoral Sta� 
 John R. Christopherson, M. Div. Ph.D.
 Katherine Olson, M. Div.

L. Lars Olson, M. Div.
 Je�  Backer (Intern Pastor)
 David Johnson, M. Div. (Emeritus)

Visitation Pastors
 Bob Chell, M. Div.

David C. Houck, B. Div.
Roger N. Noer, M. Div.
Dennis W. Tranberg, M. Div.

Parish Nurse
 Jana Elkins, R.N.

Youth and Family Ministries
Marnie Dahle Backer, Director 
Heather Smith, Children’s Minister
Elias Youngquist, Youth Minister 

Music Ministries
Zachary Rygiel, M.M., Director
Larry Olson, Contemporary Worship 
Coordinator

Contact an Usher
■ Assistance with wheelchair seating
■ Personal listening device
■ For a large print bulletin
■ If you are a physician or nurse who is 

willing to help in an emergency.

Children are welcome in worship
■ Children’s bulletins for ages 3-6 and 

7-12 and children’s activity bags may be 
picked up in the Welcome Center. 

■ If your child becomes restless you may 
view the service on the screen in the 
Welcome Center. 

■ Nursery is available on Sundays from 
7:45 am – 12:15 pm.

Church calendar
First Lutheran calender is available on the 
web at � csf.org/calendar.

News Notes and Daily Readings
News Notes can be found at all entrances to 
the sanctuary and at � csf.org/news-notes.

Welcome to worship
First Lutheran Church is a member 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Worship assistants
Acolytes

Mollie Brown
Quinn Wessel

10th Grade Communion
Rangsimun Bargmann
Morgan Oskar

Ushers
Tom Berens, Kathrine Clark, 
Kristine Clark, Rick Long,
Troy & Sherry Long family

9th Grade Usher
Zoie Bertsch
Pim � ongtad

Broadcast sponsors
October is pastor appreciation 
month. � is morning’s broadcast 
on KELO-FM is sponsored 
in honor of the First Lutheran 
pastors and given by the sta� . 
� is morning’s closed captioning 
on KSFY is made possible by 
supporters in the four-state 
viewing area through gifts and 
memorials to First Lutheran 
Church Media Ministries.
� is morning’s telecast on KSFY-
TV is sponsored by Franklin and 
Marit Pudas in celebration of 
their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Worship Services
Saturday (Chapel)  
 5  Vespers with Communion

Sunday (Sanctuary) 
 8  Traditional with Communion 
 9:30  Traditional Worship 
 11  Contemporary Worship

Communion for the 9:30 and 11 AM 
services is celebrated the � rst Sunday of 
each month.

Listen/Watch
 8   KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
 11  KSFY-Sioux Falls, KPRY-Pierre 

  and KABY-Aberdeen

Worship telecasts are available online at 
� csf.org/telecasts.

First Lutheran Church   |   327 S. Dakota Ave.   |   Sioux Falls, SD   |   (605) 336-3734   |   www . � csf . org
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