
Worship at First Lutheran Church
Frequently Asked Questions

This bulletin insert is a continuation in a series of inserts that the Worship and Music Board hopes 
will be helpful to the congregation. Through these inserts, the board hopes to educate and answer 

your questions about Lutheran worship. We are also interested in receiving your questions and 
feedback! After you’ve had a chance to read, feel free to fill out a form located at the Information 

desk with questions you would like to see answered. Additional copies are available at the 
Information Desk and online. We hope this can be of benefit to our worship life together, as we 

proclaim and celebrate the death and resurrection of our Lord as the body of Christ in this place.

Q How is music chosen for worship?

A As Lutheran Christians, this question is an important one to ask. After all, we spend almost 50% 
of our time on Sunday morning singing together! It has been said by many [including Garrison 
Keillor of A Prairie Home Companion] that Lutherans sing their faith. This is true! At the start of 
the Reformation and throughout his life, Martin Luther recognized the power of music to do one 
thing: proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. Luther wrote many hymns to help congregations 
sing together.

 To help answer this question in the context of Lutheran worship, we should first consider what 
Luther had to say about the topic. As part of a preface to a collection of sacred music, Luther 
wrote: “The Holy Spirit Himself honors music as an instrument for His proper work.”

 What is the “proper work” of the Holy Spirit? In his explanation of the Apostles’ Creed, Luther 
writes that the Holy Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps” the Church through 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Put simply, all music in worship exists to support God’s Word and 
deliver the promise of life in Jesus Christ to sinners.

With this view in mind, we can briefly unpack three aspects of music in worship:

Hymns - The selection of hymns and other songs for congregational singing always includes two 
aspects: a text and tune. In worship, the hymn texts we sing are chosen specifically to support the 
preached Word. At First Lutheran, pastors and musicians meet together months in advance to 
discuss the assigned Scripture texts, and select hymns to support themes for the day. Lutherans 
and all other Christian denominations provide resources to aid in the selection of hymnody. We 
encourage you to read the “sidebar” notes each week to discover more about each hymn, and note 
connections to the Scripture readings and the sermon.

– continued on back



In the red hymnal, there are over 800 hymns 
and psalms from which to choose, and almost 
as many melodies. As you can imagine, we 
cannot sing all of these as a congregation in 
one year, nor would it be beneficial to try! In 
general, pastors and musicians try to choose 
Entrance and Sending Hymns that can be 
sung with confidence. The Hymn of the Day 
[specific to the day’s text, as the name implies] 
is often a place to stretch congregational 
singing and introduce something new.

When considering appropriate melodies for 
worship, we ask one question: “Is this melody 
appropriate for congregational singing?” What 
does this mean?

•	 Can the melody be sung without 
accompaniment? [Most well-crafted hymn 
tunes can be sung without organ or piano 
accompaniment.]

•	 What is the range of the melody? With the 
support of the choir, can this be sung by 
the congregation?

•	 Is the tune familiar to the congregation? 
Has it been sung before? If so, this is 
wonderful! If it is new or has not been 
sung for a number of months, how can the 
choir, organ introduction, or other musical 
support be added to introduce the melody 
to the congregation and help them sing 
together?

Choral Anthems and Liturgy - We are 
blessed with choirs and individuals at First 
Lutheran Church who regularly support 
congregational singing each weekend. Much 
like the hymns we sing, choral anthems and 

other music is chosen to speak directly to the 
Scripture texts for a given Sunday. Genre, 
style, language, and musical complexity 
can vary from week-to-week, but the choir’s 
purpose remains the same:  to deliver the 
good news of Jesus Christ through music. 
In fact, the choir’s first purpose is not to 
prepare an anthem! Choir members work 
diligently to sing an anthem, but also spend 
significant time working to support your 
singing of hymns, the Psalm, and the Gospel 
Acclamation each week.

Liturgical Music - Finally, the selection of 
other liturgical music is equally important. 
From our Roman Catholic brothers and 
sisters in the faith, Martin Luther inherited 
and preserved the “Ordinary” of the Mass. 
These musical elements remain constant each 
time we gather for worship and include the 
Kyrie, Canticle of Praise/Gloria, Apostles’/
Nicene Creed, Sanctus, and the Agnus Dei. 
As you have probably noticed, different 
musical settings of the “Ordinary” are used 
throughout the year. Some are included in 
our hymnal; others are drawn from outside 
sources. Other music, such as instrumental 
preludes and postludes are chosen to support 
congregational song. Sometimes, these pieces 
introduce a new hymn melody before it is 
sung in worship. In other cases, the music is 
not related to a hymn, but written specifically 
for worship in the Christian Church.

Do you have a question? Submit your question or 
comment by leaving it at the Information Desk 
or in the box marked “Worship FAQ.” We will 
do our best to answer your questions in future 
bulletin inserts. Please include your name, in 
case we would like to clarify what is being asked.


