
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - October 21, 2018 

Mark 10:35-45 
 

 

Theme of the Day 
Greatness in the kingdom of God does not look like greatness that is appreciated in the 
world. Jesus kingdom of mercy and grace comes not through gaining power and glory and 
stature, but through suffering and the cross. To be great therefore is to have nothing left of 
this world but to have everything that God gives.  

Hymn of the Day - ELW 825  "You Servants of God" 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and 
Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how 
mighty, how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 
34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story. Listen for God’s Word. 

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but 
gaining Christ. The Word of God does it’s work on you. 

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Oct 22 
Psalm 37:23-40 
1 Samuel 8:1-18 
Hebrews 6:1-12   

 
Tuesday - Oct 23 

Psalm 37:23-40 
1 Samuel 10:17-25 
Hebrews 6:13-20   

 
Wednesday - Oct 24 

Psalm 37:23-40 
1 Samuel 12:1-25 

John 13:1-17  
 

Thursday - Oct 25 
Psalm 126 

Jeremiah 23:9-1 
 Hebrews 7:1-10 

 
Friday - Oct 26 

Psalm 126 
Jeremiah 26:12-24 
Hebrews 7:11-22 

 
Saturday - Oct 27 

Psalm 126 
Jeremiah 29:24-32 

Mark 8:22-26 
 

Sunday - Oc 28 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 46 
Romans 3:19-28 

John 8:31-36  
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 10:35-45 
 

Between last week’s lesson of the rich young ruler (easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle…) and this 
week’s reading of the disciples arguing over how much greatness they deserve and can expect, we miss the third 
time that Jesus speaks of his impending death and resurrection. As usually happens when Jesus preaches about 
the coming kingdom, those hearing this work are amazed, afraid, and troubled. That is as it should be! The cross 
is troubling and there is no way to make it acceptable, and yet this is the “Word” the promise. It is not glory! But 
the ways of God are not the ways of the world. The new kingdom is coming through suffering and cross while the 
world, the disciples, and everyone else is caught up arguing about “Who is the greatest?” (Mark 9:33-37), “What is 
lawful?” (Mark 10:2-9 & Mark 10:17-20), or “What can you do for us?” (Mark 10:35-37), Jesus continues to preach 
an unheard word, “I’m going to suffer, die, and rise on the third day.” (Mark 8:31-33, 9:30-32, 10:2-34) 

Mark 10:35-40 James & John’s Request 
“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you” is the cryptic question from James and John. It seems 
that none of Jesus’ preaching has been heard for they are still clamoring for first place and power in this kingdom. 
This means that they think Jesus is coming to improve the old creation/world, in which case his suffering and 
death make no sense. But the cross that Jesus has been proclaiming is the way of a new creation, a new world, 
and a whole new kingdom. Losing yourself and being re-created in the new puts everything in a new relation to 
the Creator! You no longer need to fight, work, exploit, or run over your neighbor in order to get what you need, 
but instead you passively receive all that God gives! This is a kingdom of pure grace, but James and John cannot 
hear it. “Grant us to sit at your sides! Grant us glory!”  

They simply do not understand what they are asking! If they did they might have asked instead, “Grant us last 
place! Give us a death like yours! Bring us to an end only to be raised as new creatures!” Even when Jesus points 
out that their question is impossible in its current form, they still insist, “We are able!” They think there is still 
something for them to do to accomplish their life purpose, or to fulfil the law and enter into the kingdom (they 
are fighting the same battle as the rich young ruler!). When Jesus says, “Able,” however, he means something 
different. Are they able to be changed - passively? 

This is how Christ makes faith. Making us passive receivers of God’s grace, mercy, and word. We will be changed 
not by our quest for glory or by some power to accept Jesus and his cross as beautiful and wonderful, but by 
suffering God’s Word that brings a new creation and makes us new creatures. Death and resurrection are as far 
from “glory” as possible. Being dead to the law/sin is to be alive to Christ!  

Mark 10:41-45 A Ransom for Many 
Just look at how stuck the disciples are! They are all clamoring for glory, and get angry that they didn’t ask for it 
first. That is exactly the way of the world that needs to be ended in the Cross. 

“For the Son of man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Now ransom 
becomes the important term. If all Christ had to do was to improve your potential for doing the law, he would not 
be a ransom, but teacher or a better Moses like law giver. He could just show you a better way to make your way 
in this world. Again, the cross makes no sense here! Instead, Christ is going to be a ransom in order to buy your 
freedom. You can either understand ransom according to the law - as a payment to legally buy a prisoner so that 
you now own him - or according the gospel - where one bestows freedom and all that is needed for life, a new 
creation! 
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