
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - October 14, 2018 

Mark 10:17-31 
 

 

Theme of the Day 
If you want to be righteous according to the law, the law will require everything and leave 
you with nothing. To be righteous unto eternal life, is to have Christ give you everything of 
his, his kingdom, his righteousness, and his life. This does not mean, however, that God 
hates "material things." Quite the opposite! God provides things like preachers, bodies, 
money, clothes, etc to care people's needs and lives.  

Hymn of the Day - ELW 867  "In Thee Is Gladness" 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and 
Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how 
mighty, how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 
34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story. Listen for God’s Word. 

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but 
gaining Christ. The Word of God does it’s work on you. 

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Oct 15 

Psalm 39 
Job 26:1-14 

Revelation 7:9-17 
 

Tuesday - Oct 16 
Psalm 39 

Job 28:12-29:10 
Revelation 8:1-5 

 
Wednesday - Oct 17 

Psalm 39 
Job 32:1-22 

Luke 16:19-31 
 

Thursday - Oct 18 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35b 

 Job 36:1-16 
Romans 15:7-13 

 
Friday - Oct 19 

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35b 
Job 37:1-24 

Revelation 17:1-18 
 

Saturday - Oct 20 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35b 

Job 39:1-30 
Luke 22:24-30 

 
Sunday - Oc 21 

Psalm 75 
Job 40:1-24 

Hebrews 6:1-12 
Mark 10:35-45 
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 10:17-31 
 

Jesus was “tested” in last week’s gospel about his understanding of the law, as some Pharisees asked him about 
the matter of divorce. Instead of falling into the trap of arguing over which law is better and who gets to decide, 
Jesus turned the matter back to God’s intention for marriage in creation. The law was given through Moses 
because of human hard-heartedness, but marriage was given to make life abound. Today’s gospel reading 
follows a similar, but modified, pattern as a rich man comes to Jesus with all the gains of his following the law - or 
so he thinks! Only to learn that life is not found in your possessions but in God’s gracious Word. 

Mark 10:17-26: The Rich Young Leader 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” That is the great quest and search for mortals throughout time. This rich 
man seems to have found great success in the world and he has the material possessions to show for it. And yet, 
this question betrays an emptiness that accompanies all of his personal riches. While he has many possessions, 
he still lacks confidence and assurance that he has the one thing that he seeks. So what does he do but go 
looking for the next step along his journey, he comes to Jesus to find what he lacks. He likey wants Jesus’ 
guidance, or wisdom, or something to push him on to his next successful endeavour, in the hopes that another 
success will finally give him that last bit more confidence to know that he will arrive at eternal life.  

“You know the law.” See how Jesus traps him. If you want to measure your worth, worthiness, and 
accomplishments according to the law you can. But you will find that you are your only hope, and therefore 
everything about you depends up on you. “I’ve kept all these since my youth!” Good! Then you can see where this 
has led. This rich young man’s personal success is undeniable, and so is the futility of the law in giving assurance 
of eternal life. “You lack one thing.” The one thing is a promise from God, which faith holds onto for assurance 
and hope! It is very obvious where this man’s hope lies when Jesus tells him to sell all his possessions. He’s got 
quite a good chunk of creation going for him. He’s earned it. He can display his righteousness and gains 
according to the law for all to see. Giving that up to hold on to nothing but Jesus shocks him and he goes away 
grieving.  

It would be really easy at this point to think that Jesus hates material things, such as money, possessions, bodies, 
etc, and that God wants us all to give up the physical for the spiritual. However, Jesus is not a manichean (one 
who believes matter is evil) or a gnostic (teaching that spiritual knowledge is covered by matter which needs to be 
removed to find true life). Instead, Jesus knows that sinners are always substituting creation for the creator, and 
becoming idolaters. It is difficult for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of God because so many things can come 
between God the creator and his beloved creatures, and we come to love things God provides rather than God. 
Just look around. God provides “things” everywhere for life: food, clothing, housing. God even comes to us in 
things: Jesus’ body, in the water, bread and wine of the sacraments. Things are not the problem; our problem is 
that our love and trust is placed in our things, rather than in God’s and his Word! 

Mark 10:27-31: Peter’s Other Confession 
“Then who can be saved?” Mortals cannot save themselves, but God makes the impossible possible. A camel can 
even go through the eye of a needle if God says so! This just throws Peter to the other side of the law, however. 
“Just look at how much we have given up!” as if to gain some more credit for the kingdom by losing more than 
others! But Jesus brings him back down to earth again - look how God continues to give you things, even 100 fold 
of what you have given up, and also persecutions. Don’t let any of these (blessings and curses) come between you 
and God’s promise, so that you would have the kingdom as a gift, an inheritance, by faith in God’s promise! 
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(An interesting side note - look at Mark 14:21-52. The unidentified young man is caught during Jesus’ betrayal and arrest still 
holding onto his last possession - a little towel! Even that had to be stipped away so that God’s promise could be delivered 
through Jesus’ death and resurrection.) 
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