
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - October 7, 2018 

Mark 10:2-16 
 

 

Theme of the Day 
Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we 
find comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in 
favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off 
the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God 
as a child does? 

Hymn of the Day - ELW 603  "God, When Human Bonds Are Broken" 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and 
Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how 
mighty, how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 
34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story. Listen for God’s Word. 

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but 
gaining Christ. The Word of God does it’s work on you. 

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Oct 8 

Psalm 112 
Deuteronomy 22:13-30 

1 Corinthians 7:1-9 
 

Tuesday - Oct 9 
Psalm 112 

Deuteronomy 24:1-5 
1 Corinthians 7:10-16 

 
Wednesday - Oct 10 

Psalm 112 
Jeremiah 3:6-14 

Matthew 5:27-36 
 

Thursday - Oct 11 
Psalm 90:12-17 

Deuteronomy 5:1-21 
Hebrews 3:7-19 

 
Friday - Oct 12 
Psalm 90:12-17 

Deuteronomy 5:22-33 
Hebrews 4:1-11 

 
Saturday - Oct 13 

Psalm 90:12-17 
Amos 3:13-4:5 

Matthew 15:1-9 
 

Sunday - Oct 14 
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

Psalm 90:12-17 
Hebrews 4:12-16 

Mark 10:17-31 
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 10:2-16  
 

The Bible to This Point 

This story comes as Jesus is headed to Jerusalem. Throughout Mark 8-10, Jesus struggles to turn the 
disciples’ thoughts from human thoughts and understanding to divine thoughts. The disciples have great 
difficulty getting to where Jesus is leading them. Peter tried to protect his friend, Jesus, from the danger that 
lies ahead, and Jesus calls him Satan. The disciples argued among themselves about who was greatest and 
Jesus called them to welcome children. Remember last week when he held that toddler in his arms? Our 
story picks up there and we have no indication that Jesus has set aside the child. 

Mark 10:2-12 - Teaching About Divorce 
 

As we begin in Mark 10, Jesus deals with God’s law and the original intent of creation. Jesus did not come to 
establish a new understanding of the law, but that his kingdom is established in gospel. The gospel is the 
end of the law, and the beginning of a kingdom where righteousness comes not by how well you live out the 
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ alone.  
 

The Pharisees and lawyers have heard Jesus radical way of dealing with the demands of the law, and so they 
try to set a trap for Jesus to see if he would teach from the law of Moses, or disregard it to teach something 
new. Jesus does convey a new understanding, not that the law is to be disregarded, but that his kingdom 
would establish two lives for his followers. The old Adam/Eve remains under the law in this old life, but that 
there is new life that lives by faith alone outside of the law. The question posed by the Pharisees goes to 
challenge how Jesus will handle the goodness of creation and God’s intent, and the role of the law in 
creation, especially to use marriage as the baseline of all laws. Is Jesus for or against marriage? Then, is Jesus 
for or against the law and God’s intent for creation?  
 

Ultimately  Jesus directly attacks our own ego and pride in saying we have upheld the law, as it was originally 
intended. In this kind of statement, we are found guilty of self-righteousness. In a basic understanding, 
sinners try to use the intent of creation and the law to gain a status before God both by reason and 
morality. And so the conclusion comes that we are justified by our ability to adhere to the law and our free 
will to do it. When we approach our relationship with God in this way it is like faith on trial, and not true faith 
which accepts that there is no potential in finding your righteousness in your ability to do something, but 
comes purely as a gift.   
  
Mark 10:13-16 - Jesus Blesses Little Children 
 

 Jesus invites the little children to come, and says his kingdom is made for the likes of these little ones. The 
law does not preoccupy them; it does not seemingly directly affect them because they can do nothing with 
it. Children have a natural, basic faith that seeks the goodness of God. A child trusts inherently until they 
find reason not to. They are creatures that are truly like the lilies of the field and the birds of the air who are 
taken care of because of God’s order in creation. Children are given parents and families to care for them. 
They are the inevitable product of the proper relationship found in marriage. Children are good at living out 
the original intent God had in creation; adults are not. Adults are always looking to prove our status before 
God. When you live by faith like a child, you put aside all use for measuring yourself against the law or by 
your status in society. You live simply by God’s most amazing grace, and faith in his Son, Jesus Christ! 
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