
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - September 23, 2018 

Mark 9:38-50 
 

 

Theme of the Day 
Sometimes, how we hear or see others live their lives in faith can be challenging for us. We 
tend to focus on the “way we do it” as the “right way”. The “right way” starts to form a legal 
scheme for how we function as Christians, and as the church. When we trust in the Holy 
Spirit to take what we do and use it to help our neighbor, it glorifies God. God can use all 
things, even our sinfulness, for good.  

Hymn of the Day - ELW 750  "Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart" 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and 
Tentatio (Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know 
and understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how 
mighty, how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 
34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story. Listen for God’s Word. 

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but 
gaining Christ. The Word of God does it’s work on you. 

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Oct 1 

Psalm 5 
Zechariah 6:9-15 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Tuesday - Oct 2 
Psalm 5 

Zechariah 8:18-23 
1 John 2:18-25 

 
Wednesday - Oct 3 

Psalm 5 
Zechariah 10:1-12 
Matthew 18:6-9 

 
Thursday - Oct 4 

Psalm 8 
Genesis 20:1-18 

Galatians 3:23-29 
 

Friday - Oct 5 
Psalm 8 

Genesis 21:22-34 
Romans 8:1-11 

 
Saturday - Oct 6 

Psalm 8 
Genesis 23:1-20 
Luke 16:14-18 

 
Sunday - Oc 7 

Genesis 2:18-24 
Psalm 8 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
Mark 10:2-16 
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 9:38-50 
 

Last week’s lesson concluded with Jesus placing a child in the midst of the disciples to teach them the 
difference between greatness in the world (power, wealth, status, which they had been arguing about 
among themselves) and greatness in the kingdom of God (faith in Jesus). Today’s lesson begins with the 
disciples trying to wrestle control back from some other groups displaying power in Jesus’ name, and then 
Jesus reminding them - yet again - that losing power, control, and even their body parts is nothing when 
these are “stumbling blocks” that cause one to be hindered from the kingdom that comes to us by faith. No 
doubt, these are difficult passages that cause confusion and fear.  

Mark 9:38-41: For, or against? 
Having been corrected for arguing among themselves, the disciples turn and begin complaining about 
outsiders taking their place. “We saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not following us.” Think about that for a moment. Someone is casting out demons and the 
disciples want him to stop. The exorcist is even doing this in the name of Jesus. Jesus’ name is being used to 
heal and cure people in need, and the disciples want to put an end to this. They are actively trying to stop 
people from receiving the name, blessing, and comfort of Christ because this other man is not a recognized 
member of their group.  

This is the heart of the matter. Is Jesus in this for his own glory, or to serve people in need? Isn’t this what he 
has already said? (Mark 9:35 “last and servant of all,” and Mark 8:35 “those who lose their life for the sake of 
the gospel will save it.”) But sinners who cannot think outside of themselves and therefore are always pulled 
back into imagining how things either enhance or detract from our own glory just cannot see the outsider as 
a threat to our glory, especially in this case where he seems to be better at casting out demons than the 
disciples!  

Listen! If Jesus’ name is being used to do the work of Jesus’ kingdom, if doesn’t matter who is doing it. This is 
perhaps a bit of an early kind of denominational struggle. We aren’t quite sure that the Baptists, or 
Methodisists, or Catholics, or other Lutherans have it just quite right. But can we give thanks for ministry in 
Jesus’ name, for the gospel word being given, especially where others seem to to do it better than us and 
our jealousy grows?  

Mark 9:42-50; Stumbling Blocks 
As if the exorcism talk isn’t strange enough, Jesus continues with some very strong advice for removing sin. It 
most Bibles this section is separated from the previous by a new heading (as is true in this lesson too!), but 
it’s important to note that there is no break at all in Jesus’ talking. He moves directly from talking about 
welcoming the outsider into talking about placing stumbling blocks before others. It is clear that these 
stumbling blocks are serious matters that carry great threat and consequence. But just what is a stumbling 
block? 

The word for “placing a stumbling block” is the Greek word for “scandalize” which means to cause someone 
to doubt. By casting doubt on this other exorcist, the disciples are creating doubt; not just in the exorcist, 
but in the name of Jesus. They are creating a scandal by which those who have encountered the gospel now 
have a reason to wonder if it’s real, or if they have it right. By discounting and discrediting this person 
outside the disciple’s group, they are creating doubt in Jesus’ name too! So here is the right definition of a 
stumbling block - anything that creates doubt, rather than faith, in Jesus Christ. 
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