
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - September 23, 2018 

Mark 9:30-37 
 

 

Theme of the Day 

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which 
one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it 
concrete, he puts in front of them an actual flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome 
the particular children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, 
and to give them a place of honor in the assembly.  

Hymn of the Day - ELW 660  “Lift High the Cross” 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes 
a theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and Tentatio 
(Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know and 
understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how mighty, 
how comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the 
correct moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you 
- pulling and pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story.  

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but 
gaining Christ.  

Weekly Readings 
Monday - Sept 24 

Psalm 139:1-18 
2 Kings 5:1-14  
James 4:8-17 

 
Tuesday - Sept 25 

Psalm 139:1-18 
2 Kings 11:21-12:16 

 James 5:1-6 
 

Wednesday - Sept 26 
Psalm 139:1-18 
 Jeremiah 1:4-10 

John 8:21-38 
 

Thursday - Sept 27 
Psalm 19:7-14 

Exodus 18:13-27 
Acts 4:13-31 

 
Friday - Sept 28 

Psalm 19:7-14 
Deuteronomy 1:1-18 

Acts 12:20-25 
 

Saturday - Sept 29 
Psalm 19:7-14 

Deuteronomy 27:1-10 
Matthew 5:13-20 

 
Sunday - Sept 30 
Numbers 11:4-29 

Psalm 19:7-14 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 9:30-37 
 

Following Peter’s confession that “You are the Messiah” and soon after the transfiguration of Jesus on the 
mountain top with Moses and Elijah, Jesus once again tells his disciples that he will be betrayed, killed, and 
be raised again. There is a very important message throughout; Jesus is Messiah, but that that means 
something entirely different than the world anticipates. He is the chosen one, God’s anointed savior, the 
long promised messiah, whatever title you want to give him. The titles aren’t so important as what he is 
doing for the world. 

Peter’s confession and the transfiguration give the main context for today’s lesson. In the first, Jesus 
question, “Who do YOU say that I am” pushes information and speculative wonderings into the past and 
brings forward a confession of faith. For this to happen, God had to open Peter’s eyes and reveal this. It did 
not come from Peter himself! There is the kingdom of God breaking in upon the world, the kingdom where 
Christ rules and everything knows, obeys, and hears him. Instantly, however, the sinful world comes roaring 
back as Peter begins to put Jesus in his place. Notice how the same thing happens in the Transfiguration. A 
vision of heaven quickly gets pulled back into a worldly reality.  

This is where we begin, in the overlap, where we live in 2 worlds as 2 people, saint and sinner. 

Mark 9:30-32: Betrayal, Death, Resurrection 
Now that Jesus is being revealed, he tells his disciples what is coming. This sounds terrible, but it is meant to 
both teach and reassure them. Notice how jarring Jesus’ word is. In the sinful world, this sounds like only the 
worst kind of defeat possible. Betrayal is only possible by friends, so instantly they start to get suspicious. 
Which one (or ones) will be the betrayer(s)? Just hearing a word like this makes one defensive. “Not me. I 
would never do such a thing,” yet that is exactly how it happens. The disciples betray him.  

“And be killed” follows. Now if we can get beyond our defensiveness, this would certainly be a shock. How 
does he know what is coming? Is he telling us this in order to motivate us to change something? Death 
cannot be the goal, the end, the purpose of this discipleship. Can it? 

Here we have it. Is Jesus telling the disciples these truths so that they can fight against it, do their part to 
change the outcome? Or is he giving them a promise to believe? It makes sense when you hear his third 
phrase, “And he will rise again.” The kingdom of God is arriving and it comes through death and resurrection 
despite what disciples want, do, or intend. No wonder they are too afraid to ask anything.  

Mark 9:33-37; Greatness 
Jesus then asks the disciples what they were discussing along their way to Capernaum. Their lack of 
understanding and their fear had brought them back to wanting to find control, power, and greatness. It’s 
constant in the old, dying world. Sinners always want just a little more time to show how great they can be, 
even at the expense of others. Often this even takes the form of bragging about how low we can go! “Look at 
how good I am at serving.” This is certainly not what Jesus intended, but it is how we twist Jesus’ word into 
something we claim for our glory. 

So he puts a child in their midst. Children are not good at doing good works. They are weak, they lack 
knowledge, and they get afraid often. Yet, they are very good at hearing and trusting those who love them! 
There is the kingdom of God, ruled by Jesus the Messiah, where the promise of his death and resurrection 
are all that we have. 
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