
 

SCRIPTURE FIRST - September 16, 2018 

Mark 8:27-38 
 

Theme of the Day 

This week, we hear Peter’s confession of faith, “You are the Messiah.” This confession is a turning 
point in Mark’s gospel. Prior to this we have heard about what Jesus did in his ministry, but now as 
Peter acknowledges Jesus true identity, Jesus steadies his focus on the cross. The stumbling block 
of this text is that Jesus attaches our identity to him through the cross. New life for us comes 
through baptism, where we are marked with the sign of the cross.  

Hymn of the Day - ELW 660  “Lift High the Cross” 

Being a Theologian 

From Psalm 119 Luther gives three rules for studying Holy Scripture, by which one becomes a 
theologian, a knower of God’s Word: Oratio (Prayer), Meditatio (Meditation), and Tentatio 
(Tension or Suffering). “This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know and 
understand, but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how mighty, how 
comforting God’s Word is, wisdom beyond all wisdom.” (Luther’s Works, AE, v. 34 p.287) 

This is not a Bible Study plan of action, or a scheme of interpreting scripture to find the correct 
moral. Instead one spends time listening to God’s Word and letting it work upon you - pulling and 
pushing, bending and stretching, killing and making alive. 

Oratio- Prayer 
Begin by reading the scripture and praying it.  

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen for what grabs your attention or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or imagining yourself in the story.  

Tentatio - Tension (or Suffering) 
Here the Word does its work on you, the often uncomfortable work of losing self for but gaining 
Christ.  
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Today’s Lesson - Mark 8:27-38 
 

The scripture lesson for today is the turning point in the gospel of Mark. Up until now, we have 
heard of the miracles, healings, and exorcisms that Jesus has done. The crowds follow Jesus and 
the disciples everywhere they go. Last week we heard that Jesus has come not only for the Jews, 
but his message is also for those outside of Israel as we heard about his interaction with the 
Syrophoenician woman. Today, we hear the witness of Peter’s confession, “You are the Messiah.” 
Jesus goes on to tell what must happen and what it means to be a disciple has he shifts his focus 
to the cross.  

Mark 8:27-30 - Peter’s Declaration about Jesus 

As Jesus and the disciples make their way toward the town of Caesarea Philippi, Jesus pauses to 
ask a couple of questions. “Who do people say that I am?” Surely the crowds had begun to talk 
about this as Mark’s gospel tells us that the crowds were “amazed” by Jesus teaching. The disciples 
respond by telling him that some believe he is the reincarnated John the Baptist, others believe he 
is Elijah, and others believe he is one of the prophets. All of these identities relate in a small way to 
what was believed to be the markers of the coming of the Messiah. But Jesus pushes even further 
when he asks, “Who do you say that I am?”; and we hear Peter’s bold confession of “You are the 
Messiah.” Up to this point, it is only the demons that had revealed Jesus true identity, but now, 
finally, a human being has recognized it. And what does Jesus say? Don’t tell anyone! We have 
heard this before. But knowing a person’s identity is important, as we will hear... 

Mark 8:31-38 - Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 

After Peter confesses Jesus true identity, Jesus goes on to tell of what must happen to him. That he 
will suffer greatly as he is rejected by those that should have recognized him, that he will die at 
their hands, but after three days, he will rise again. Peter cannot accept this, what Jesus is saying 
becomes a stumbling block for what Peter understands as the role of the Messiah, and he begins 
to rebuke Jesus. Jesus harshly responds to Peter and to the disciples, “Get behind me Satan!” 
Almost immediately as faith has revealed Jesus’ identity, Jesus strips it away. But not to remove 
God’s favor for the disciples, but to prepare them for a whole different understanding. Jesus had 
not come to be the king of the Jews (at least in the way they expected it)...he came to be the Savior 
of the world.  

Jesus goes on to tell them what it will mean to be his disciple as he narrows his gaze on what lies 
ahead. He narrows his focus on the cross. He even foretells this in his explanation as he says for 
those that want to be his followers, “take up your cross and follow me.”  

To be a follower of Jesus, you must lose your identity in the world. So often it is the pursuit of titles 
and roles that separate us from God. But through baptism, you have a new identity in Christ alone, 
and that is that you are a child of God; and this identity can never be taken from you. And at the 
same time, you have been marked with the cross of Christ, forever; so that you would know your 
salvation and life comes through the body and blood of Jesus Christ. Now that is an identity that 
gives comfort and hope.  
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Weekly Readings (RCL Daily Lectionary) 

 

Oratio- Prayer -  
Begin by reading the scripture 
and praying it. 
 

Meditatio - Meditation 
Re-read, think, question, listen 
for what grabs your attention 
or bothers you. Don’t rush to 
meaning and interpreting, or 
imagining yourself in the story.  
 

Tentatio - Tension  
Here the Word does its work 
on you, the often 
uncomfortable work of losing 
self for but gaining Christ.  
 

Monday-September 17 

1 Kings 13:1-10  Romans 3:9-20  Psalm 119:169-176 

Tuesday-September 18 

1 Kings 13:11-25  Colossians 3:1-11  Psalm 119:169-176 

Wednesday-September 19 

Isaiah 10:12-20  John 7:25-36  Psalm 119:169-176 

Thursday-September 20 

Judges 6:1-10  1 Corinthians 2:1-5  Psalm 54 

Friday-September 21 

1 Kings 22:24-40  Romans 11:25-32  Psalm 54 

Saturday-September 22 

2 Kings 17:5-18  Matthew 23:29-39  Psalm 54 

Next Sunday’s Readings (September 23, 2018) 

*Jeremiah 11:18-20 

*Psalm 54 

* James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a  

*Mark 9:30-37 (Preaching text) 
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