
 
 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
What an exciting time this is for you as a couple. You have decided to be married, 
to share sacred vows with one another, to have friends and family come together 
to bless you and most importantly to have God be the center of your marriage. It 
is our hope and prayer for you that this time of preparation is full of joy, learning 
and a deepening faith in the God who has brought great love into your life. 
 
It is our prayer that our connection to each other will continue to grow in the 
months and years ahead. We will be praying for you in the midst of all the 
preparations, we will be praying for you as your wedding day arrives, and we will 
continue to be here and pray for you in the joys and sorrows that life will bring 
you along the way.  
 
We encourage you to worship together, to share your gifts with this place and 
explore the many opportunities available for you.  
 
This booklet is designed to help you prepare for your wedding at First Lutheran 
Church. It provides information on all the steps necessary to make your wedding a 
wonderful milestone of life and faith. Kindly review the booklet in advance of your 
meeting with the pastor and staff. 
 
The pastors, staff and congregation consider it our joy to participate with you in 
this most exciting time in your life! May God be glorified in all the preparations for 
your wedding and new life together.  
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Weddings at 
First Lutheran 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. – Philippians 1:7 

 
 

Wedding and Marriage Preparation Checklist 
 
There are many details and decisions to make about your wedding, your 
marriage, and your new life as husband and wife. Some decisions are all up to 
you, but some details we need to cover together. This is a checklist that will help 
us make the necessary plans for the wedding and preparation for your married 
life.  
 
Scheduling Wedding Date and Time. Regular wedding times at First Lutheran are 
Saturday 3pm (rehearsal Friday at 5:30 pm) or Saturday 7 p.m. (rehearsal Friday at 
6:30 pm).  
 
The 3 p.m. wedding time is negotiable between 2 p.m. and 3 pm. You can begin 
using the sanctuary at 12:30 p.m. and must be cleaned up and out of the building 
by 4 p.m. The 7 p.m. wedding time is negotiable between 6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
You can begin using the sanctuary at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Special wedding times can be negotiated between 4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. (rehearsal 
Friday at 5:30 p.m.). Extra fees will be assessed to cover additional custodian 
costs, potential organist costs (an additional organist must be available for the 5 
p.m. Vespers service, and parking lot attendants to monitor and direct parking for 
both wedding guests and Vespers attendees).  
 
All chancel photographs in the sanctuary are to be taken in advance of the 
wedding. No photographs are to be taken in the sanctuary during the ceremony. 
The only exception is exposures without a flash, taken inconspicuously. Certain 
exceptions are granted to the professional photographer. You will be responsible 
for letting this policy be known to your relatives and friends.  
 



Christ the Victor Chapel is available for weddings at many times throughout the 
week. Weddings scheduled in the chapel on Saturday must be cleaned up and out 
of the chapel by 4 p.m. to allow time to prepare for the Saturday evening Vespers 
service.  
 
Friday weddings may be considered pending presiding pastor’s decision 
contingent upon the availability of custodial staff, sound board operator, wedding 
coordinator, and organist/musicians. 
 
All wedding dates and times are to be scheduled through the Executive Secretary 
to the Pastors.  
 
Weddings at First Lutheran Church are available to members and children of 
members only.  
 
Unavailable Wedding Dates. The following weekends are not available for 
weddings (unless indicated): 
 New Year’s Eve* 
 New Year’s Day* 
 Holy Week 
 Easter Weekend 
 Memorial Day* 
 Independence Day* 
 Labor Day* 
 First weekend after Labor Day (Sidewalk Arts Festival)  
 Fourth Sunday in September (Quilt Sunday) 
 Last weekend in October (Reformation Sunday) (Chapel only)* 
 First weekend in November (Fall Bazaar) 
 Thanksgiving Day 
 Second weekend in December (Bells of Christmas)* 
 Third weekend in December (Christmas Music Sunday)* 
 Christmas Eve 
 Christmas Day 
 
*(These dates may be considered pending presiding pastor’s decision contingent upon the availability of 
custodial staff, sound board operator, wedding coordinator, and organist/musicians).  
 



Pre-Marriage Counseling. All couples married at First Lutheran Church are 
required to participate in premarital preparation. This allows couples to gain 
knowledge and skills to ensure an enriched marriage. Couples meet with Stacy 
Gorman, a licensed professional counselor, for three sessions beginning six 
months before the date of the wedding. Her office is located at 6809 South 
Minnesota Avenue, Suite 103, Sioux Falls, SD, and her phone number is 605-940-
6422. The professional fees are your responsibility. A report will be forwarded to 
the presiding pastor prior to the date of any scheduled meeting. If you live away 
from the Sioux Falls area prior to the wedding, alternative counseling 
arrangements can be considered.  
 
Wedding Fees. Following are the wedding fees assessed: 
 
Chapel Wedding  ............................................................................................... $150 

(Includes building fee and custodian) 
Rehearsal/wedding coordinator (optional for Chapel weddings)  ..................... $150 
 
Sanctuary Wedding  .......................................................................................... $450 

(Includes building fee, wedding coordinator, sound board operator, custodian) 
Extra two hours of facility use (as available) …………………………. .............. $100 
Alternate wedding time ……………………………………………………….. ............... $300 
Vespers organist (if necessary)  ............................................................... $100 
Videographer  ......................................................................................... $500 
 
Organist/pianist  ..................................................................................... $175 
Organist/pianist at rehearsal (if requested)  ........................................... $  50 
Vocalist (if arranged through organist/pianist)  ...................................... $  80 
 
Pastor (minimum honorarium)  .............................................................. $175 
 
Down Payment (paid at the time the date is reserved)  .......................... $250  
 
All fees are to be paid in full at least one week prior to the date of the 
wedding. The down payment amount will be credited to the final total  
at that time.  

 



Meeting with Wedding Coordinator. A wedding coordinator is required for all 
sanctuary weddings. Approximately four months before the date of the wedding, 
she will be assigned for your wedding. She will assist in your general plans for the 
wedding, and will guide you through the details for the rehearsal and wedding 
day. If you are planning a sanctuary wedding, the wedding coordinator will lead 
the wedding rehearsal and be present on the day of the wedding. Due to the 
smaller number of participants, rehearsals are not generally necessary for chapel 
weddings.  
 
Meeting with Director of Music. Approximately two months before the wedding, 
you should meet with the Director of Music. He will guide you in selecting 
appropriate music for the prelude, recessional, solos and special music. Music in 
the service may be instrumental and/or vocal, performed on piano, organ or 
other instruments such as strings, brass, keyboard, or guitar. It may be performed 
by a soloist or an ensemble. Your wedding ceremony is a worship service and the 
music must reflect the dignity of the occasion.  
 
Meeting with Pastor. Wanting to strengthen relationships for the future, only 
pastors of First Lutheran will preside at weddings at First Lutheran. Guest pastors, 
ministers, or priests can be invited to be part of the service, but not in place of a 
First Lutheran pastor. Approximately three months before the wedding, the 
couple will meet with the pastor who will talk with you about your relationship, 
marriage, faith in Jesus Christ, and guide you through planning the wedding 
service. You should contact the church to schedule this meeting.  
 

A Christian Wedding Service 
 
Marriage is an estate of God in which “a man leaves his mother and father and 
clings to his wife, and they become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). Therefore, marriage 
involves much more than a simple wedding ceremony. It is the joining of two 
people, two lives, only to be separated in death. Marriage is fully giving all that 
you have to the other. Her joy is now his. His sorrow is now hers. Together, for 
richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, man and woman live together and for 
the other as long as they both shall live.  
 
Understanding marriage as a gift defined and established by God makes the 
wedding ceremony take a certain particular shape. A Christian wedding is much 



more than a simple exchange of kindness, love, and affection between two 
people. This ceremony is also giving God’s word in Jesus Christ, and God’s blessing 
to marriage as God has established it.  
 
A wedding service at First Lutheran is first and foremost a Christian worship 
service, where God’s word is preached, and where songs, hymns and prayers are 
directed to God. Therefore, every worship service including weddings at First 
Lutheran gives:  
 1. God’s word of mercy and forgiveness,  
 2. Witnesses to the life of faith we lead as children of God,  
 3. Praise and thanks to God in Jesus Christ, to whom all glory is due. 
 
The wedding staff of First Lutheran (pastors, wedding coordinators and musicians) 
will work with you to ensure that your wedding is a worship service where the 
promises you make to sustain your lifelong commitment as husband and wife 
flow from God’s word and promise in Jesus Christ.  
 
Order for the Wedding Service.  
 Prelude (select optional music) 
 Processional 
 Welcome 
 Prayer 
 Music 
 Scripture Readings  
 Meditation 
 Marriage Vows 
 Exchange of Rings 
 Blessing of the Marriage 
 Music 
 Prayers 
 Lord’s Prayer 
 Benediction 
 Presentation 
 Recessional (select optional music) 
 Postlude 
 
Variations of this order can be made in consultation with the pastor.  



Rehearsal. Rehearsals are held on Friday evenings. Afternoon weddings have 
rehearsals from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 pm. Evening weddings have rehearsals from 6:30 
p.m. – 7:30 pm. Please be sure your entire wedding party is on time for this run-
through. Everyone will be instructed on where to stand, what your responsibilities 
entail, and when your presence is required. It is simply a time to make sure the 
planning and details will work.  
 
Church Chancel. Seasonal parament colors and worship decorations in the 
sanctuary are used for weddings in the season. They are not changed for 
weddings.  
 
Programs. You may wish to print a program with the order of the wedding service. 
Please obtain approval of the “rough draft” of the program from the pastor in 
advance of the printing. Five copies of the final program are to be delivered to the 
church one week before the wedding.  
 
Wedding Day. Your wedding coordinator will open the sanctuary, bride’s room 
and groom’s room for you. Doors open at 12:30 p.m. (3 p.m. wedding) and 4:30 
p.m. (7 p.m. wedding). The wedding coordinator will stay in the building to make 
sure everything happens in good order and at the proper time.  
 

Music for the Wedding Service 
 
The wedding service is a service of worship. The music you select should 
contribute to the spirit of worship. It should express God’s love and your response 
in praise and thanksgiving.  
 
Arrangements concerning music and musicians should be made when you meet 
with the Director of Music. Unless an alternative organist is approved in advance 
by the First Lutheran Director of Music, it is expected that the First Lutheran 
organist will play at your wedding. The Director of Music has responsibility for all 
final decisions concerning music.  
 
In addition to serving as organist at your wedding, the Director of Music will meet 
with you to select music and also rehearse with any soloists. The Director of 
Music has numerous compositions suitable for processionals and recessionals, as 
well as for vocal solos.  



Even if using another organist/musician, you are asked to make an appointment 
with First Lutheran’s Director of Music regarding consultation and planning.   
 
Because your wedding is a Christian service, songs are to express God’s love for 
you and your families, and reflect your response of praise to God. Secular love 
songs are not appropriate within the wedding service. Such songs are more 
appropriate at the wedding reception. No recorded music will be permitted 
during the worship service.  
 
We also invite you to consider including congregational singing so your family and 
friends can actively participate in this joyous occasion. Depending on the time of 
year, a hymn fitting the season of the church year can also be used.  
 

Miscellaneous 
 
Equipment Available for Use at Wedding. First Lutheran Church has the following 
equipment available for use by the wedding parties.  
 
For Chapel: 
 Guestbook table 
 Unity candle stand  
 
For Sanctuary: 
 Wedding kneeler 
 FM mike (for guest pastor) 
 PA system (if needed for vocalist, instrumentalist, reader) 
 Candelabra and candles 
 Unity candle stand  
 Octagonal wooden plant stands for flowers 
 Berg wooden stand 
 Berg stained glass table 
 White pew garters (22 available) 
 Guestbook table  
 Full lace tablecloth for guest book table 
 Lace trimmed tablecloth for guestbook table 
 CD audio-recording of service 
 Lock Welcome Center door 



Marriage License. South Dakota law requires couples to secure a license to marry. 
Together, you need to apply for a license at the Register of Deeds for Minnehaha 
County or at any Register of Deeds in any South Dakota County. Please bring the 
marriage license to the church at least one week prior to the wedding. The 
marriage license can be purchased no more than 20 days prior to the wedding.  
 
Alcohol and Drugs. Alcohol and drugs are prohibited on church property, including 
the parking lot. Pastors reserve the right to cancel the marriage service if alcohol 
or drugs are involved at the rehearsal or prior to the service. No smoking is 
permitted in the facility or on church property. The bride and groom are 
responsible for informing their families and attendants of this policy.  
 
Inviting Pastor. Inviting the pastor to rehearsal and reception is not necessary, but 
appreciated. Invite to the reception and/or rehearsal as you would any other 
guest, with a formal invitation.  
 
Payment Schedule. The down payment is due at the time you reserve the church 
for your wedding. All other fees are due one week before the wedding. The down 
payment amount will be deducted from the overall fees for your wedding.  
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