
Every generation has certain idioms or catch phrases 
that reflect the spirit of the times. Back in the 60s 
(and spilling-over into the 70s) – when Pastor Peter 
was a high school student in Richfield, Minnesota 
– there was funky kind of phrase: “Can you dig it?” 
I’m sure many of you can remember, or at least, have 
heard it. 
“Dig what?” Well, if 
we use this phrase as 
something of a depth 
metaphor… The 60s 
was a time in American 
culture marked by 
many sea changes, of 
various counter-cultural 
“revolutions” both 
socially and intellectually 
(civil rights, feminist 
and environmental 
movements) … the 
quantum leaps taken by 
science and technology 
(from the first heart-
transplant to landing 
on the moon) … and 
the “testing spirit” that 
was also reflected in 
philosophy (whether a revival of Existentialism 
with Sartre and Heidegger or the Logical Positivism 
of Wittgenstein’s “Vienna Circle”), in literature 
(Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five or Joseph Heller’s 

Catch 22), or the advent of folk and rock ‘n roll 
music (Bob Dylan and the Beatles).
Holy Cow!! Pastor John … What-in-the-world 
does this have to do with Pastor Strommen? … As 
a “child of the 60s” – in addition to his formative 
years of being raised-up within the womb of the 
church – I want you to think of another expression 

(very much akin to 
“Can you dig it?”) that 
Pastor Peter uses almost 
every day. Over the past 
two years, especially 
when he’s in deep 
thought, or leaning-
into the pulpit, Pastor 
Peter will say: “Now, 
let’s think-into this for 
a moment …” No, it’s 
not “Let’s think about 
it (whatever “it” is). 
Rather, it’s “Let’s think-
into this.” 
Now, this is not “much 
ado about nothing” 
(Shakespeare) – just 
playing around with 
words. “Let’s think-

into it” … is an invitation, a challenge for our age 
of superficialities, our native inclination for “doing 
business as usual” … to pause and think carefully 
… to go-deep-into a certain question … so that we 
can better under-stand (or better yet, stand-under) 
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the matter at hand. I mean … “think-into-it”… Is 
this not what Scripture calls us to? “And you shall 
love the LORD with all your … mind” (Deut. 6:5; 
cf. Matthew 22:37). “Come, let us deal shrewdly 
…” (Exodus 1:10). “… the meditation of my 
heart shall be understanding” (Psalm 49:3b). 
“Happy is the one who finds wisdom, and who gets 
understanding” (Proverbs 3:13; cf. 2:2; 4:1). “Be 
ye wise as serpents …” (Matthew 10:16). “Beloved, 
do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are of God; for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world …” (I John 4:1).
As I’ve shared with you before … when Pastor 
Peter was part of the pastoral staff here at First 
Lutheran in the early 80s, he had a dream of 
walking through the deep-down-under hallways 
of First Lutheran. And suddenly he came upon 
a shiny, gilded door that he’d never seen before. 
Upon opening the door a bright light shone 
forth. Bathed in this bright light, he looked 
deeper still and saw what looked like the Emerald 
City in the Wizard of Oz.
Years later, in 2001, when I was in the 
discernment process of joining with you in what 
St. Paul calls a “partnership in the gospel” (Phil. 
1:5) … I asked Pastor Peter what he thought 
this dream symbolized. ‘My understanding,’ he 
said, ‘is that there are a lot of gifts and talents 
at First Lutheran that have yet to be tapped 
into – amazing, Christ-like gifts that are still 
hidden under the collective unconscious of the 
congregation, just waiting to bear witness to the 
Light’ (my paraphrase; cf. Matthew 5:14-16). 
“Can you dig it?”
And so, Pastor Peter: many, many thanks 
for pressing your years of pastoral care and 
theological wisdom – born of some 45 years as 

a hospital chaplain, parish pastor, and bishop 
– into the service of First Lutheran these past 
two years. As a sage senior mentor, thanks for 
thinking-into ways in which our staffing and 
governing structure(s) can serve more efficiently 
and effectively (SAT). As a diagnostician, thanks 
for thinking-into ways in which our church 
assessment tool (CAT) has been able to tap-
into some amazing God given treasures that 
have been lying dormant – now “equipping 
the saints” (Ephesians 4:1) with ever stronger, 
strategic, and spirited ways that align a rich 
variety of volunteerism and hospitality that 
brings a brighter smile to a “welcoming home in 
the heart of Sioux Falls” face – serving Christ in 
our neighborhood. And thanks for prayerfully 
thinking-into “the way, the truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6) that has stretched our congregation 
and staff into a deeper, wider, fuller evangelical 
vision and mission.
“And now to him who by the power at work within 
us is able to do far more abundantly than all that 
we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. 

Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)
God’s grace and peace to you Pastor Peter, and 
as well, to another cherished colleague in Christ 
in your beloved, Norma Jean … and your entire 
family … from our extended family in the faith, 
among the diggin’ it “communion of saints” of 
First Lutheran Church.

Mange tusen takk and Godspeed …
Dr. John Christopherson 
and the whole Family of  
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