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Missionary greetings from Bogota, Colombia! This is our 
September-October 2016 Update for Emmaus Road Ministries (USA) 
Emmaus Road Foundation (Colombia) as well as for the missio-
nary work of Pr. Natanael. In this update, we asked Pastor Nata-
nael to provide a brief context for the unfolding historical events 
taking place in Colombia. Pr. Natanael writes: 

“To begin with, it is no exaggeration  to say that in the last 30 days 
political events in Colombia have been evolving and changing on 
a daily basis to the point it is impossible to assess their direction 
and e�ects on the country.
 
Colombia as you may remember represents the longest unresolved con�ict and worst humanitarian 
crisis in the Western Hemisphere. This unresolved 52 year-old armed con�ict has displaced 7 million 
Colombians making Colombia number one in the world in terms of internally displaced population 
and also of landmines. This complex situation of Colombia has not evolved overnight being the result 
of multiple political, economic, religious and social factors. Di�erent actors are involved which include 
guerrilla rebel groups, the armed forces of the Colombian Government, narco-tra�ckers (economic 
interests involved in the production/marketing of illegal drugs) paramilitary groups and common 
delinquency. These multiplicity of actors in the con�ict make the situation of Colombia truly complex.

Seeking to end the armed con�ict after 
many previous failed attempts to negotiate 
peace, Colombian President Juan Manuel 
Santos and the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia, commonly known as FARC by 
their acronym in Spanish, agreed to negotia-
te peace in Habana Cuba. Despite mighty 
obstacles, after almost four years of negotia-
tions, a Peace Agreement was �nally 
reached, announced to the world and �nally 
signed on September 26, 2016 in the historic 
city of Cartagena, in Northern Colombia. 
Prior to the signing of this Peace Agreement 
the Colombian Government and FARC had 
agreed to a bilateral cease-�re which is in 

e�ect until December 31, 2016. Photo from Internet - Recent Peace Marches in Colombia 

The signing of this historical Peace Agreement after 52 long years of relentless violence was heralded 
by most Colombians and by the whole world as the dawning of a new day for Colombia, the realiza-
tion of our deepest hopes for peace. Both the Colombian Government and the Guerrillas mobilized 
leadership teams to explain the agreement to the Colombian population. In a gesture of good will, 
FARC traveled to places where massacres had taken place to ask  victims for forgiveness. 

Though President Santos was not obligated to call for a Referendum to approve or disapprove such 
agreement, he did call for it being optimistic that the YES would prevail and thus there would be 
greater political legitimacy. This Referendum took place on October 2, 2016. 



The ironies and contradictions of our Colombian political process greatly surprised the country. The opposition 
of former President Alvaro Uribe,  Founder of the political party "The Democratic Center" and Senator in our 
Colombian Congress, who had unleashed a �erce campaign against the Peace Agreement, won the day. Based in 
what has become publically 
well-known by the direct state-
ments of Juan Carlos Velez, Cam-
paign Manager of the NO vote, 
tactics of fear and  manipulations 
were used to win. Sadly enough, a 
signi�cant number of large Evan-
gelical Churches joined this cam-
paign of misinformation. Conver-
sely, the YES movement also failed 
to fully explain the Agreement and 
no doubt used misinformation 
tactics. Photo above shows the 
historical moment when in the 
presence of diplomats from around the world the Peace Agreement was signed in the city of Cartagena on 
September 26, 2016. Photo El Tiempo, Newspaper of Bogota.

 The triumph of the NO vote deeply re�ected a polarized country! Contrary to all expectations, the NO vote won 
the Referendum by a small margin of 54,000 votes in an election totaling about 14 million votes altogether. As it is 
only logical, this unexpected turn events have posed unprecedented challenges to the governability of Colombia 
and to the future of the Peace Agreement and of peace itself. It remains to be seen what will unfold in upcoming 
days and months. Please keep us in your prayers! 

After the Referendum was denied, Colombia has witnessed massive marches demanding that those who 
make decisions on either side of the political spectrum, as well as the FARC rebels, don't give up the search 
of peace. We are the generation of peace, the photo states. Photo El Tiempo.  

Real consequences are now looming over Colombia's horizon. The bilateral cease-�re, though now extended to 
December 31, 2016, remains a signi�cant uncertainty. Though the FARC rebels have remained calm and are 
waiting for the concrete proposals of the NO movement, there is no guarantee they will accept a renegotiation of 
the agreement as President Uribe and the followers of the NO movement are demanding. The same uncertainty 
remains in regard to the mobilization/concentration of FARC rebels into mutually agreed geographical areas. 

The country remains highly polarized by the YES and No votes, by the urban versus rural realities, by the peri-

phery were the war has been so intense versus the cities & urban centers of control where the war has not 
been fully experienced. Though the victims of the con�ict predominantly voted for the YES, still there is so much 
unresolved hatred. Though the International community as united block continues to openly and decisively 
support the Peace Process, many dark and threatening clouds remain in the horizon of our su�ering yet hopeful 
Colombia. 

Precisely as these unresolved crisis is about to complete a month, in the midst of such political hurricane, Presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos was granted the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize, a message that says that imperfect as the 
Existing Peace Agreement is, it is a better alternative to returning to the horrors of war Colombia has su�ered for 
such long time! As this unprecedented uncertainty remains in place, the granting of the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize to 
President Santos has been viewed by many of us as the strong message by the world community to persist in the 
di�cult task of securing peace, regardless of all the current  roadblocks. Wow! This changing reality makes great 
material for an interesting movie! Only God knows what is ahead of us! Please keep Colombia in your ongoing 
prayers! 

President Santos announced in the United Nations that the longest unresolved con�ict in the Western 
Hemisphere had ended.  Second photo shows the hands of Raul Castro, President Santos and Timochenko, 
Chief FARC commander as the negotiating table reached the Peace Agreement in Cuba.

 A few days ago (October 19th) I was deeply moved by a letter published in El Tiempo of Bogota. Much as the 
massive marches for peace young people of Colombia have organized in a real e�ort to move beyond the YES or 
NO political polarization, the letter I am translating and sharing with you provides additional context and was 
written by young people from the Montes of Maria in Northern Colombia, a place where the armed con�ict has 
been so intense.  It is a letter �lled with pain and resilient hope.    

Dear Young People of the National Mobilizations Taking Peace to the Street:

We, young people and provokers of peace from the high Mountains of El Carmen, Bolivar, want to thank the 
young people of large cities who are being mobilized to recog-
nize the critical importance of this (Peace) Agreement which 
seeks to close the dividing gap between the urban and rural, 
between you and us. We recognize we have been a�ected the 
most by this absurd war. It is a great encouragement to know  
we can count on your friendship and solidarity as the young 
people in the cities. 

We write to share with you that we the young people of the 
High Mountain are also going to mobilize for the peace of our 
territory on October 19th. We hope that this friendship you 
have planted and extended to us will not end with a march but 
rather will continue weaving the bonds of peace between the 

countryside and the city, the periphery and the center, the regions and the capital cities of Colombia.  
We the young people are the future of our communities and our country. Together, we are the ones who will 
secure a stable and lasting peace. We are the ones who will keep communities united, in mutual trust, harmony , 
love and peace. 

We write to you from the Montes de Maria, a place where the �ag of violence was raised for long time. We have 
seen too many people overtaken by violence, we have witnessed the spilling of innocent blood and hatred. Today, 
we want to let you know we are raising a new �ag, the �ag of peace. We who have experienced and lived this 
violence are working collectively because we are tired of violence. This work has helped us to be resilient. It gives 
us the energy to persist in the struggle and to make sure that what has already happened, will not happen ever 
again. We are working to stop all hatred and thus build a lasting peace in our communities. 

The people of the countryside (campesinos) are used to fresh air, ride a donkey, walk freely here and there, greet 
the neighbors and have relationships with everybody else. Forceful displacement, which has been our most 
painful kidnapping, has killed many people who will not be able to enjoy the bene�ts of restitution as victims. To 
force us to leave the place we called home and go to places we never wanted to go, has been another form of 
kidnapping. Thus we are demanding that the Colombian Government will guarantee our right to return to our 
home lands. 

We the people of the countryside have and enjoy a deep connection with the land. When one lives on the land 
and of the land, when one works and feels the land, when one taste the fresh fruits of the land, this deep connec-
tion �lls us with life. And so, when something bad is going to happen to us, the whole creation cries out. Today the 
mountains and the land of Montes de Maria is crying out for peace and for justice. Now is the time to forge peace 
and this is the powerful reason we are building this peace with children, youth of our region. As we have said, it is 
us who are going to provoke and keep peace and enjoy its fruits.  

For us peace is to live free in our territories, being 
able to play again, walk without fear in our com-
munities, sleep peacefully, harvest our crops, 
harvest bananas and drink a glass of fresh guara-
po (sweet drink). We are immensely happy cultiva-
ting di�erent plants and products, seeing them 
grow and enjoying the fruits of the harvest. For us 
young people of the countryside peace is access 
to good education, access to our land and respon-
sible care of the environment. These elements are 
essential to peace in our territories generation 
after generation.           
Massive mobilizations for peace by young 

people for peace are taking place in di�erent cities of Colombia. Photo by Telesurtv.net. 

We the young people of Montes de Maria are committed to building peace, retake our territory and identity. The 
time to end violence is now!  No more deaths, no more kidnappings, no more rapes, no more widows or orphans, 
no more grief. This is the time for peace and we cannot a�ord to miss this historical opportunity for peace.  The 
Peace Agreement has been signed and we want to consolidate it together, hand in hand, in solidarity with the 
young people of the cities and of the countryside. Together we can accomplish peace which is the solid founda-
tion for us to recuperate life and to dream again.  For these reasons, we are mobilizing to demand a Peace Agree-
ment! Now!  A Strong Embrace from the Youth, Provokers of Peace, of the High Mountain of Carmen de 
Bolivar”.
 

Finally, connecting the current social 
realities of Colombia with the persistent 
hope for peace and education for our 
younger generations, particularly those 
whose lives are extremely vulnerable 
because of poverty, we share the dreams 
and hopes of three gifted young people 
from Ciudadela Sucre, an impoverished 
community of displaced people in 
Southern Bogota where the Good Sama-
ritan Society, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia and Emmaus Road 
Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries are 
providing holistic Christian ministry and 
mission. 

Shakira and Kevin are the daughter and 
son of Rosa Yamile, who, until October 
31, 2016 served the Good Samaritan 
Society in Ciudadela Sucre as Assistant Nurse. Through the mission work of the Good Samaritan Society we have 
known Shakira and Kevin and see them grow in stature and in hopes and dreams for a di�erent future. Both of 
them have been involved in the operations of the Good Samaritan Center throughout the years. In the photo 
Rosa Yamile, Kevin, Shakira and Stella, Executive Director of the Emmaus Road Foundation.

Thanks God Shakira and Kevin completed high school despite many challenges. Thanks to the generosity of Good 
Samaritan's folks  who have personally met them in mission trips to Colombia,  Shakira and Kevin are enrolled in 
technical careers at this time. Shakira is pursuing Criminal Forensics while Kevin is pursuing Nursing. Both Shakira 
and Kevin are fully aware that keeping enrolled require discipline, persistence and overcoming of signi�cant 
challenges. As Emmaus Road Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries we do everything possible to support them 
with ongoing encouragement, leadership seminars and persistent prayer. Please keep Shakira and Kevin in your 
ongoing prayers. Given the unique �nancial circumstances Shakira and Kevin face, it takes between $1,500 - 
$1,700 for each to be in school.  

Miguel: Miguel is not a stranger to the mission of the Good Samaritan Society in Ciudadela Sucre. He has partici-
pated in di�erent activities, he usually is involved when our Good Samaritan Mission Trips arrive to Ciudadela 
Sucre and, since he has a great love for construction and home improvements, Miguel usually helps us when small 
home improvements projects are done at the homes of the elderly participants of the Good Samaritan Center. 

Miguel also completed high school yet because of lack of �nancial resources, had not been able to enroll at higher 
education. So he knocked at the doors of the Emmaus Road Foundation. Though Emmaus Road Foundation 
currently does not have anyone supporting his education, we went on a step of faith and took him as one of our 
supported students. Though it challenges our limited budget, we trust the generous provision of God to supply 
what is needed.  Miguel is enrolled in the same technical school where Shakira is enrolled and he too is studying 
the same �eld of Criminal Forensics.
              

As seen in this photo, Miguel is always willing to help with home improvement projects of the Good Sama-
ritan Center. Photo to the right shows both Manual and Kevin. From the perspective of Emmaus Road 
Foundation, we �rmly believe that education is indeed a great contribution to peace, peace that is build 
from the ground up. (Photo at the center taken from Internet and not our own). 

Like Shakira and Kevin, Miguel too faces the same challenges the social context of poverty and lack of opportuni-
ties poses for people in Ciudadela Sucre. The amount required to support Miguel is also between $1,500 and 
$1,700 per year. It is our fervent prayer God will move a person, a family or even a group of friends who will be 
willing to support the scholarship of Miguel.  

We invite your fervent and ongoing prayers for: 

        • Honest dialogue, persistence and peaceful resolution of political differences in the face of the uncertain 
              situation of Colombia at this critical time.
         • Willingness on the side of the FARC rebels to persist in the search of lasting peace for Colombia.
         • The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia as it fulfills its God-given mission. 
         • Upcoming training of IELCO Diaconia personnel in the area of Project Administration to be done by Jim 
              and Linda Reich in late November. 

With missionary joy and thanksgiving,

Stella Lizarazo, Executive Director Emmaus Road Foundation. 
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written by young people from the Montes of Maria in Northern Colombia, a place where the armed con�ict has 
been so intense.  It is a letter �lled with pain and resilient hope.    

Dear Young People of the National Mobilizations Taking Peace to the Street:

We, young people and provokers of peace from the high Mountains of El Carmen, Bolivar, want to thank the 
young people of large cities who are being mobilized to recog-
nize the critical importance of this (Peace) Agreement which 
seeks to close the dividing gap between the urban and rural, 
between you and us. We recognize we have been a�ected the 
most by this absurd war. It is a great encouragement to know  
we can count on your friendship and solidarity as the young 
people in the cities. 

We write to share with you that we the young people of the 
High Mountain are also going to mobilize for the peace of our 
territory on October 19th. We hope that this friendship you 
have planted and extended to us will not end with a march but 
rather will continue weaving the bonds of peace between the 

countryside and the city, the periphery and the center, the regions and the capital cities of Colombia.  
We the young people are the future of our communities and our country. Together, we are the ones who will 
secure a stable and lasting peace. We are the ones who will keep communities united, in mutual trust, harmony , 
love and peace. 

We write to you from the Montes de Maria, a place where the �ag of violence was raised for long time. We have 
seen too many people overtaken by violence, we have witnessed the spilling of innocent blood and hatred. Today, 
we want to let you know we are raising a new �ag, the �ag of peace. We who have experienced and lived this 
violence are working collectively because we are tired of violence. This work has helped us to be resilient. It gives 
us the energy to persist in the struggle and to make sure that what has already happened, will not happen ever 
again. We are working to stop all hatred and thus build a lasting peace in our communities. 

The people of the countryside (campesinos) are used to fresh air, ride a donkey, walk freely here and there, greet 
the neighbors and have relationships with everybody else. Forceful displacement, which has been our most 
painful kidnapping, has killed many people who will not be able to enjoy the bene�ts of restitution as victims. To 
force us to leave the place we called home and go to places we never wanted to go, has been another form of 
kidnapping. Thus we are demanding that the Colombian Government will guarantee our right to return to our 
home lands. 

We the people of the countryside have and enjoy a deep connection with the land. When one lives on the land 
and of the land, when one works and feels the land, when one taste the fresh fruits of the land, this deep connec-
tion �lls us with life. And so, when something bad is going to happen to us, the whole creation cries out. Today the 
mountains and the land of Montes de Maria is crying out for peace and for justice. Now is the time to forge peace 
and this is the powerful reason we are building this peace with children, youth of our region. As we have said, it is 
us who are going to provoke and keep peace and enjoy its fruits.  

For us peace is to live free in our territories, being 
able to play again, walk without fear in our com-
munities, sleep peacefully, harvest our crops, 
harvest bananas and drink a glass of fresh guara-
po (sweet drink). We are immensely happy cultiva-
ting di�erent plants and products, seeing them 
grow and enjoying the fruits of the harvest. For us 
young people of the countryside peace is access 
to good education, access to our land and respon-
sible care of the environment. These elements are 
essential to peace in our territories generation 
after generation.           
Massive mobilizations for peace by young 

people for peace are taking place in di�erent cities of Colombia. Photo by Telesurtv.net. 

We the young people of Montes de Maria are committed to building peace, retake our territory and identity. The 
time to end violence is now!  No more deaths, no more kidnappings, no more rapes, no more widows or orphans, 
no more grief. This is the time for peace and we cannot a�ord to miss this historical opportunity for peace.  The 
Peace Agreement has been signed and we want to consolidate it together, hand in hand, in solidarity with the 
young people of the cities and of the countryside. Together we can accomplish peace which is the solid founda-
tion for us to recuperate life and to dream again.  For these reasons, we are mobilizing to demand a Peace Agree-
ment! Now!  A Strong Embrace from the Youth, Provokers of Peace, of the High Mountain of Carmen de 
Bolivar”.
 

Finally, connecting the current social 
realities of Colombia with the persistent 
hope for peace and education for our 
younger generations, particularly those 
whose lives are extremely vulnerable 
because of poverty, we share the dreams 
and hopes of three gifted young people 
from Ciudadela Sucre, an impoverished 
community of displaced people in 
Southern Bogota where the Good Sama-
ritan Society, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia and Emmaus Road 
Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries are 
providing holistic Christian ministry and 
mission. 

Shakira and Kevin are the daughter and 
son of Rosa Yamile, who, until October 
31, 2016 served the Good Samaritan 
Society in Ciudadela Sucre as Assistant Nurse. Through the mission work of the Good Samaritan Society we have 
known Shakira and Kevin and see them grow in stature and in hopes and dreams for a di�erent future. Both of 
them have been involved in the operations of the Good Samaritan Center throughout the years. In the photo 
Rosa Yamile, Kevin, Shakira and Stella, Executive Director of the Emmaus Road Foundation.

Thanks God Shakira and Kevin completed high school despite many challenges. Thanks to the generosity of Good 
Samaritan's folks  who have personally met them in mission trips to Colombia,  Shakira and Kevin are enrolled in 
technical careers at this time. Shakira is pursuing Criminal Forensics while Kevin is pursuing Nursing. Both Shakira 
and Kevin are fully aware that keeping enrolled require discipline, persistence and overcoming of signi�cant 
challenges. As Emmaus Road Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries we do everything possible to support them 
with ongoing encouragement, leadership seminars and persistent prayer. Please keep Shakira and Kevin in your 
ongoing prayers. Given the unique �nancial circumstances Shakira and Kevin face, it takes between $1,500 - 
$1,700 for each to be in school.  

Miguel: Miguel is not a stranger to the mission of the Good Samaritan Society in Ciudadela Sucre. He has partici-
pated in di�erent activities, he usually is involved when our Good Samaritan Mission Trips arrive to Ciudadela 
Sucre and, since he has a great love for construction and home improvements, Miguel usually helps us when small 
home improvements projects are done at the homes of the elderly participants of the Good Samaritan Center. 

Miguel also completed high school yet because of lack of �nancial resources, had not been able to enroll at higher 
education. So he knocked at the doors of the Emmaus Road Foundation. Though Emmaus Road Foundation 
currently does not have anyone supporting his education, we went on a step of faith and took him as one of our 
supported students. Though it challenges our limited budget, we trust the generous provision of God to supply 
what is needed.  Miguel is enrolled in the same technical school where Shakira is enrolled and he too is studying 
the same �eld of Criminal Forensics.
              

As seen in this photo, Miguel is always willing to help with home improvement projects of the Good Sama-
ritan Center. Photo to the right shows both Manual and Kevin. From the perspective of Emmaus Road 
Foundation, we �rmly believe that education is indeed a great contribution to peace, peace that is build 
from the ground up. (Photo at the center taken from Internet and not our own). 

Like Shakira and Kevin, Miguel too faces the same challenges the social context of poverty and lack of opportuni-
ties poses for people in Ciudadela Sucre. The amount required to support Miguel is also between $1,500 and 
$1,700 per year. It is our fervent prayer God will move a person, a family or even a group of friends who will be 
willing to support the scholarship of Miguel.  

We invite your fervent and ongoing prayers for: 

        • Honest dialogue, persistence and peaceful resolution of political differences in the face of the uncertain 
              situation of Colombia at this critical time.
         • Willingness on the side of the FARC rebels to persist in the search of lasting peace for Colombia.
         • The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia as it fulfills its God-given mission. 
         • Upcoming training of IELCO Diaconia personnel in the area of Project Administration to be done by Jim 
              and Linda Reich in late November. 

With missionary joy and thanksgiving,

Stella Lizarazo, Executive Director Emmaus Road Foundation. 



The ironies and contradictions of our Colombian political process greatly surprised the country. The opposition 
of former President Alvaro Uribe,  Founder of the political party "The Democratic Center" and Senator in our 
Colombian Congress, who had unleashed a �erce campaign against the Peace Agreement, won the day. Based in 
what has become publically 
well-known by the direct state-
ments of Juan Carlos Velez, Cam-
paign Manager of the NO vote, 
tactics of fear and  manipulations 
were used to win. Sadly enough, a 
signi�cant number of large Evan-
gelical Churches joined this cam-
paign of misinformation. Conver-
sely, the YES movement also failed 
to fully explain the Agreement and 
no doubt used misinformation 
tactics. Photo above shows the 
historical moment when in the 
presence of diplomats from around the world the Peace Agreement was signed in the city of Cartagena on 
September 26, 2016. Photo El Tiempo, Newspaper of Bogota.

 The triumph of the NO vote deeply re�ected a polarized country! Contrary to all expectations, the NO vote won 
the Referendum by a small margin of 54,000 votes in an election totaling about 14 million votes altogether. As it is 
only logical, this unexpected turn events have posed unprecedented challenges to the governability of Colombia 
and to the future of the Peace Agreement and of peace itself. It remains to be seen what will unfold in upcoming 
days and months. Please keep us in your prayers! 

After the Referendum was denied, Colombia has witnessed massive marches demanding that those who 
make decisions on either side of the political spectrum, as well as the FARC rebels, don't give up the search 
of peace. We are the generation of peace, the photo states. Photo El Tiempo.  

Real consequences are now looming over Colombia's horizon. The bilateral cease-�re, though now extended to 
December 31, 2016, remains a signi�cant uncertainty. Though the FARC rebels have remained calm and are 
waiting for the concrete proposals of the NO movement, there is no guarantee they will accept a renegotiation of 
the agreement as President Uribe and the followers of the NO movement are demanding. The same uncertainty 
remains in regard to the mobilization/concentration of FARC rebels into mutually agreed geographical areas. 

The country remains highly polarized by the YES and No votes, by the urban versus rural realities, by the peri-

phery were the war has been so intense versus the cities & urban centers of control where the war has not 
been fully experienced. Though the victims of the con�ict predominantly voted for the YES, still there is so much 
unresolved hatred. Though the International community as united block continues to openly and decisively 
support the Peace Process, many dark and threatening clouds remain in the horizon of our su�ering yet hopeful 
Colombia. 

Precisely as these unresolved crisis is about to complete a month, in the midst of such political hurricane, Presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos was granted the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize, a message that says that imperfect as the 
Existing Peace Agreement is, it is a better alternative to returning to the horrors of war Colombia has su�ered for 
such long time! As this unprecedented uncertainty remains in place, the granting of the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize to 
President Santos has been viewed by many of us as the strong message by the world community to persist in the 
di�cult task of securing peace, regardless of all the current  roadblocks. Wow! This changing reality makes great 
material for an interesting movie! Only God knows what is ahead of us! Please keep Colombia in your ongoing 
prayers! 

President Santos announced in the United Nations that the longest unresolved con�ict in the Western 
Hemisphere had ended.  Second photo shows the hands of Raul Castro, President Santos and Timochenko, 
Chief FARC commander as the negotiating table reached the Peace Agreement in Cuba.

 A few days ago (October 19th) I was deeply moved by a letter published in El Tiempo of Bogota. Much as the 
massive marches for peace young people of Colombia have organized in a real e�ort to move beyond the YES or 
NO political polarization, the letter I am translating and sharing with you provides additional context and was 
written by young people from the Montes of Maria in Northern Colombia, a place where the armed con�ict has 
been so intense.  It is a letter �lled with pain and resilient hope.    

Dear Young People of the National Mobilizations Taking Peace to the Street:

We, young people and provokers of peace from the high Mountains of El Carmen, Bolivar, want to thank the 
young people of large cities who are being mobilized to recog-
nize the critical importance of this (Peace) Agreement which 
seeks to close the dividing gap between the urban and rural, 
between you and us. We recognize we have been a�ected the 
most by this absurd war. It is a great encouragement to know  
we can count on your friendship and solidarity as the young 
people in the cities. 

We write to share with you that we the young people of the 
High Mountain are also going to mobilize for the peace of our 
territory on October 19th. We hope that this friendship you 
have planted and extended to us will not end with a march but 
rather will continue weaving the bonds of peace between the 

countryside and the city, the periphery and the center, the regions and the capital cities of Colombia.  
We the young people are the future of our communities and our country. Together, we are the ones who will 
secure a stable and lasting peace. We are the ones who will keep communities united, in mutual trust, harmony , 
love and peace. 

We write to you from the Montes de Maria, a place where the �ag of violence was raised for long time. We have 
seen too many people overtaken by violence, we have witnessed the spilling of innocent blood and hatred. Today, 
we want to let you know we are raising a new �ag, the �ag of peace. We who have experienced and lived this 
violence are working collectively because we are tired of violence. This work has helped us to be resilient. It gives 
us the energy to persist in the struggle and to make sure that what has already happened, will not happen ever 
again. We are working to stop all hatred and thus build a lasting peace in our communities. 

The people of the countryside (campesinos) are used to fresh air, ride a donkey, walk freely here and there, greet 
the neighbors and have relationships with everybody else. Forceful displacement, which has been our most 
painful kidnapping, has killed many people who will not be able to enjoy the bene�ts of restitution as victims. To 
force us to leave the place we called home and go to places we never wanted to go, has been another form of 
kidnapping. Thus we are demanding that the Colombian Government will guarantee our right to return to our 
home lands. 

We the people of the countryside have and enjoy a deep connection with the land. When one lives on the land 
and of the land, when one works and feels the land, when one taste the fresh fruits of the land, this deep connec-
tion �lls us with life. And so, when something bad is going to happen to us, the whole creation cries out. Today the 
mountains and the land of Montes de Maria is crying out for peace and for justice. Now is the time to forge peace 
and this is the powerful reason we are building this peace with children, youth of our region. As we have said, it is 
us who are going to provoke and keep peace and enjoy its fruits.  

For us peace is to live free in our territories, being 
able to play again, walk without fear in our com-
munities, sleep peacefully, harvest our crops, 
harvest bananas and drink a glass of fresh guara-
po (sweet drink). We are immensely happy cultiva-
ting di�erent plants and products, seeing them 
grow and enjoying the fruits of the harvest. For us 
young people of the countryside peace is access 
to good education, access to our land and respon-
sible care of the environment. These elements are 
essential to peace in our territories generation 
after generation.           
Massive mobilizations for peace by young 

people for peace are taking place in di�erent cities of Colombia. Photo by Telesurtv.net. 

We the young people of Montes de Maria are committed to building peace, retake our territory and identity. The 
time to end violence is now!  No more deaths, no more kidnappings, no more rapes, no more widows or orphans, 
no more grief. This is the time for peace and we cannot a�ord to miss this historical opportunity for peace.  The 
Peace Agreement has been signed and we want to consolidate it together, hand in hand, in solidarity with the 
young people of the cities and of the countryside. Together we can accomplish peace which is the solid founda-
tion for us to recuperate life and to dream again.  For these reasons, we are mobilizing to demand a Peace Agree-
ment! Now!  A Strong Embrace from the Youth, Provokers of Peace, of the High Mountain of Carmen de 
Bolivar”.
 

Finally, connecting the current social 
realities of Colombia with the persistent 
hope for peace and education for our 
younger generations, particularly those 
whose lives are extremely vulnerable 
because of poverty, we share the dreams 
and hopes of three gifted young people 
from Ciudadela Sucre, an impoverished 
community of displaced people in 
Southern Bogota where the Good Sama-
ritan Society, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia and Emmaus Road 
Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries are 
providing holistic Christian ministry and 
mission. 

Shakira and Kevin are the daughter and 
son of Rosa Yamile, who, until October 
31, 2016 served the Good Samaritan 
Society in Ciudadela Sucre as Assistant Nurse. Through the mission work of the Good Samaritan Society we have 
known Shakira and Kevin and see them grow in stature and in hopes and dreams for a di�erent future. Both of 
them have been involved in the operations of the Good Samaritan Center throughout the years. In the photo 
Rosa Yamile, Kevin, Shakira and Stella, Executive Director of the Emmaus Road Foundation.

Thanks God Shakira and Kevin completed high school despite many challenges. Thanks to the generosity of Good 
Samaritan's folks  who have personally met them in mission trips to Colombia,  Shakira and Kevin are enrolled in 
technical careers at this time. Shakira is pursuing Criminal Forensics while Kevin is pursuing Nursing. Both Shakira 
and Kevin are fully aware that keeping enrolled require discipline, persistence and overcoming of signi�cant 
challenges. As Emmaus Road Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries we do everything possible to support them 
with ongoing encouragement, leadership seminars and persistent prayer. Please keep Shakira and Kevin in your 
ongoing prayers. Given the unique �nancial circumstances Shakira and Kevin face, it takes between $1,500 - 
$1,700 for each to be in school.  

Miguel: Miguel is not a stranger to the mission of the Good Samaritan Society in Ciudadela Sucre. He has partici-
pated in di�erent activities, he usually is involved when our Good Samaritan Mission Trips arrive to Ciudadela 
Sucre and, since he has a great love for construction and home improvements, Miguel usually helps us when small 
home improvements projects are done at the homes of the elderly participants of the Good Samaritan Center. 

Miguel also completed high school yet because of lack of �nancial resources, had not been able to enroll at higher 
education. So he knocked at the doors of the Emmaus Road Foundation. Though Emmaus Road Foundation 
currently does not have anyone supporting his education, we went on a step of faith and took him as one of our 
supported students. Though it challenges our limited budget, we trust the generous provision of God to supply 
what is needed.  Miguel is enrolled in the same technical school where Shakira is enrolled and he too is studying 
the same �eld of Criminal Forensics.
              

As seen in this photo, Miguel is always willing to help with home improvement projects of the Good Sama-
ritan Center. Photo to the right shows both Manual and Kevin. From the perspective of Emmaus Road 
Foundation, we �rmly believe that education is indeed a great contribution to peace, peace that is build 
from the ground up. (Photo at the center taken from Internet and not our own). 

Like Shakira and Kevin, Miguel too faces the same challenges the social context of poverty and lack of opportuni-
ties poses for people in Ciudadela Sucre. The amount required to support Miguel is also between $1,500 and 
$1,700 per year. It is our fervent prayer God will move a person, a family or even a group of friends who will be 
willing to support the scholarship of Miguel.  

We invite your fervent and ongoing prayers for: 

        • Honest dialogue, persistence and peaceful resolution of political differences in the face of the uncertain 
              situation of Colombia at this critical time.
         • Willingness on the side of the FARC rebels to persist in the search of lasting peace for Colombia.
         • The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia as it fulfills its God-given mission. 
         • Upcoming training of IELCO Diaconia personnel in the area of Project Administration to be done by Jim 
              and Linda Reich in late November. 

With missionary joy and thanksgiving,

Stella Lizarazo, Executive Director Emmaus Road Foundation. 



The ironies and contradictions of our Colombian political process greatly surprised the country. The opposition 
of former President Alvaro Uribe,  Founder of the political party "The Democratic Center" and Senator in our 
Colombian Congress, who had unleashed a �erce campaign against the Peace Agreement, won the day. Based in 
what has become publically 
well-known by the direct state-
ments of Juan Carlos Velez, Cam-
paign Manager of the NO vote, 
tactics of fear and  manipulations 
were used to win. Sadly enough, a 
signi�cant number of large Evan-
gelical Churches joined this cam-
paign of misinformation. Conver-
sely, the YES movement also failed 
to fully explain the Agreement and 
no doubt used misinformation 
tactics. Photo above shows the 
historical moment when in the 
presence of diplomats from around the world the Peace Agreement was signed in the city of Cartagena on 
September 26, 2016. Photo El Tiempo, Newspaper of Bogota.

 The triumph of the NO vote deeply re�ected a polarized country! Contrary to all expectations, the NO vote won 
the Referendum by a small margin of 54,000 votes in an election totaling about 14 million votes altogether. As it is 
only logical, this unexpected turn events have posed unprecedented challenges to the governability of Colombia 
and to the future of the Peace Agreement and of peace itself. It remains to be seen what will unfold in upcoming 
days and months. Please keep us in your prayers! 

After the Referendum was denied, Colombia has witnessed massive marches demanding that those who 
make decisions on either side of the political spectrum, as well as the FARC rebels, don't give up the search 
of peace. We are the generation of peace, the photo states. Photo El Tiempo.  

Real consequences are now looming over Colombia's horizon. The bilateral cease-�re, though now extended to 
December 31, 2016, remains a signi�cant uncertainty. Though the FARC rebels have remained calm and are 
waiting for the concrete proposals of the NO movement, there is no guarantee they will accept a renegotiation of 
the agreement as President Uribe and the followers of the NO movement are demanding. The same uncertainty 
remains in regard to the mobilization/concentration of FARC rebels into mutually agreed geographical areas. 

The country remains highly polarized by the YES and No votes, by the urban versus rural realities, by the peri-

phery were the war has been so intense versus the cities & urban centers of control where the war has not 
been fully experienced. Though the victims of the con�ict predominantly voted for the YES, still there is so much 
unresolved hatred. Though the International community as united block continues to openly and decisively 
support the Peace Process, many dark and threatening clouds remain in the horizon of our su�ering yet hopeful 
Colombia. 

Precisely as these unresolved crisis is about to complete a month, in the midst of such political hurricane, Presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos was granted the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize, a message that says that imperfect as the 
Existing Peace Agreement is, it is a better alternative to returning to the horrors of war Colombia has su�ered for 
such long time! As this unprecedented uncertainty remains in place, the granting of the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize to 
President Santos has been viewed by many of us as the strong message by the world community to persist in the 
di�cult task of securing peace, regardless of all the current  roadblocks. Wow! This changing reality makes great 
material for an interesting movie! Only God knows what is ahead of us! Please keep Colombia in your ongoing 
prayers! 

President Santos announced in the United Nations that the longest unresolved con�ict in the Western 
Hemisphere had ended.  Second photo shows the hands of Raul Castro, President Santos and Timochenko, 
Chief FARC commander as the negotiating table reached the Peace Agreement in Cuba.

 A few days ago (October 19th) I was deeply moved by a letter published in El Tiempo of Bogota. Much as the 
massive marches for peace young people of Colombia have organized in a real e�ort to move beyond the YES or 
NO political polarization, the letter I am translating and sharing with you provides additional context and was 
written by young people from the Montes of Maria in Northern Colombia, a place where the armed con�ict has 
been so intense.  It is a letter �lled with pain and resilient hope.    

Dear Young People of the National Mobilizations Taking Peace to the Street:

We, young people and provokers of peace from the high Mountains of El Carmen, Bolivar, want to thank the 
young people of large cities who are being mobilized to recog-
nize the critical importance of this (Peace) Agreement which 
seeks to close the dividing gap between the urban and rural, 
between you and us. We recognize we have been a�ected the 
most by this absurd war. It is a great encouragement to know  
we can count on your friendship and solidarity as the young 
people in the cities. 

We write to share with you that we the young people of the 
High Mountain are also going to mobilize for the peace of our 
territory on October 19th. We hope that this friendship you 
have planted and extended to us will not end with a march but 
rather will continue weaving the bonds of peace between the 

countryside and the city, the periphery and the center, the regions and the capital cities of Colombia.  
We the young people are the future of our communities and our country. Together, we are the ones who will 
secure a stable and lasting peace. We are the ones who will keep communities united, in mutual trust, harmony , 
love and peace. 

We write to you from the Montes de Maria, a place where the �ag of violence was raised for long time. We have 
seen too many people overtaken by violence, we have witnessed the spilling of innocent blood and hatred. Today, 
we want to let you know we are raising a new �ag, the �ag of peace. We who have experienced and lived this 
violence are working collectively because we are tired of violence. This work has helped us to be resilient. It gives 
us the energy to persist in the struggle and to make sure that what has already happened, will not happen ever 
again. We are working to stop all hatred and thus build a lasting peace in our communities. 

The people of the countryside (campesinos) are used to fresh air, ride a donkey, walk freely here and there, greet 
the neighbors and have relationships with everybody else. Forceful displacement, which has been our most 
painful kidnapping, has killed many people who will not be able to enjoy the bene�ts of restitution as victims. To 
force us to leave the place we called home and go to places we never wanted to go, has been another form of 
kidnapping. Thus we are demanding that the Colombian Government will guarantee our right to return to our 
home lands. 

We the people of the countryside have and enjoy a deep connection with the land. When one lives on the land 
and of the land, when one works and feels the land, when one taste the fresh fruits of the land, this deep connec-
tion �lls us with life. And so, when something bad is going to happen to us, the whole creation cries out. Today the 
mountains and the land of Montes de Maria is crying out for peace and for justice. Now is the time to forge peace 
and this is the powerful reason we are building this peace with children, youth of our region. As we have said, it is 
us who are going to provoke and keep peace and enjoy its fruits.  

For us peace is to live free in our territories, being 
able to play again, walk without fear in our com-
munities, sleep peacefully, harvest our crops, 
harvest bananas and drink a glass of fresh guara-
po (sweet drink). We are immensely happy cultiva-
ting di�erent plants and products, seeing them 
grow and enjoying the fruits of the harvest. For us 
young people of the countryside peace is access 
to good education, access to our land and respon-
sible care of the environment. These elements are 
essential to peace in our territories generation 
after generation.           
Massive mobilizations for peace by young 

people for peace are taking place in di�erent cities of Colombia. Photo by Telesurtv.net. 

We the young people of Montes de Maria are committed to building peace, retake our territory and identity. The 
time to end violence is now!  No more deaths, no more kidnappings, no more rapes, no more widows or orphans, 
no more grief. This is the time for peace and we cannot a�ord to miss this historical opportunity for peace.  The 
Peace Agreement has been signed and we want to consolidate it together, hand in hand, in solidarity with the 
young people of the cities and of the countryside. Together we can accomplish peace which is the solid founda-
tion for us to recuperate life and to dream again.  For these reasons, we are mobilizing to demand a Peace Agree-
ment! Now!  A Strong Embrace from the Youth, Provokers of Peace, of the High Mountain of Carmen de 
Bolivar”.
 

Finally, connecting the current social 
realities of Colombia with the persistent 
hope for peace and education for our 
younger generations, particularly those 
whose lives are extremely vulnerable 
because of poverty, we share the dreams 
and hopes of three gifted young people 
from Ciudadela Sucre, an impoverished 
community of displaced people in 
Southern Bogota where the Good Sama-
ritan Society, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia and Emmaus Road 
Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries are 
providing holistic Christian ministry and 
mission. 

Shakira and Kevin are the daughter and 
son of Rosa Yamile, who, until October 
31, 2016 served the Good Samaritan 
Society in Ciudadela Sucre as Assistant Nurse. Through the mission work of the Good Samaritan Society we have 
known Shakira and Kevin and see them grow in stature and in hopes and dreams for a di�erent future. Both of 
them have been involved in the operations of the Good Samaritan Center throughout the years. In the photo 
Rosa Yamile, Kevin, Shakira and Stella, Executive Director of the Emmaus Road Foundation.

Thanks God Shakira and Kevin completed high school despite many challenges. Thanks to the generosity of Good 
Samaritan's folks  who have personally met them in mission trips to Colombia,  Shakira and Kevin are enrolled in 
technical careers at this time. Shakira is pursuing Criminal Forensics while Kevin is pursuing Nursing. Both Shakira 
and Kevin are fully aware that keeping enrolled require discipline, persistence and overcoming of signi�cant 
challenges. As Emmaus Road Foundation/Emmaus Road Ministries we do everything possible to support them 
with ongoing encouragement, leadership seminars and persistent prayer. Please keep Shakira and Kevin in your 
ongoing prayers. Given the unique �nancial circumstances Shakira and Kevin face, it takes between $1,500 - 
$1,700 for each to be in school.  

Miguel: Miguel is not a stranger to the mission of the Good Samaritan Society in Ciudadela Sucre. He has partici-
pated in di�erent activities, he usually is involved when our Good Samaritan Mission Trips arrive to Ciudadela 
Sucre and, since he has a great love for construction and home improvements, Miguel usually helps us when small 
home improvements projects are done at the homes of the elderly participants of the Good Samaritan Center. 

Miguel also completed high school yet because of lack of �nancial resources, had not been able to enroll at higher 
education. So he knocked at the doors of the Emmaus Road Foundation. Though Emmaus Road Foundation 
currently does not have anyone supporting his education, we went on a step of faith and took him as one of our 
supported students. Though it challenges our limited budget, we trust the generous provision of God to supply 
what is needed.  Miguel is enrolled in the same technical school where Shakira is enrolled and he too is studying 
the same �eld of Criminal Forensics.
              

As seen in this photo, Miguel is always willing to help with home improvement projects of the Good Sama-
ritan Center. Photo to the right shows both Manual and Kevin. From the perspective of Emmaus Road 
Foundation, we �rmly believe that education is indeed a great contribution to peace, peace that is build 
from the ground up. (Photo at the center taken from Internet and not our own). 

Like Shakira and Kevin, Miguel too faces the same challenges the social context of poverty and lack of opportuni-
ties poses for people in Ciudadela Sucre. The amount required to support Miguel is also between $1,500 and 
$1,700 per year. It is our fervent prayer God will move a person, a family or even a group of friends who will be 
willing to support the scholarship of Miguel.  

We invite your fervent and ongoing prayers for: 

        • Honest dialogue, persistence and peaceful resolution of political differences in the face of the uncertain 
              situation of Colombia at this critical time.
         • Willingness on the side of the FARC rebels to persist in the search of lasting peace for Colombia.
         • The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia as it fulfills its God-given mission. 
         • Upcoming training of IELCO Diaconia personnel in the area of Project Administration to be done by Jim 
              and Linda Reich in late November. 

With missionary joy and thanksgiving,

Stella Lizarazo, Executive Director Emmaus Road Foundation. 

Please feel free to share our mission story with your family, friends and congregations. In Colombia you 
can reach us at ldlizwan@ielco.org and by cellular at 321 220-6962. In the USA please notice our recent 
change of both physical and email address: 1703 Deer�eld Drive, Austin Texas 78741. The email 
address is emmausroadhope@gmail.com. If your email change, please let us know as sharing our 
ministry with you via email saves precious resources and time. 


