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Missionary greetings from Bogota, Colombia! This is our 
May/June 2016 update for the Emmaus Road Foundation 
(Colombia) and our newly formed 501C-3 nonpro�t organiza-
tion, Emmaus Road Ministries in the United States. In this 
update we share two signi�cant new aspects of our shared 
ministry and mission.

501C-3 Nonpro�t Status for Emmaus Road Ministries Inc:  
It is with overwhelming and heart-felt joy we share the exci-
ting news of having secured the 501C-3 nonpro�t status from 
the Internal Revenue Service for our new Ministry Organization in the United States, Emmaus Road 
Ministries Inc. This amazing accomplishment opens new doors for accessing other avenues for 
funding and provides the much needed accountability and transparency which is so critically impor-
tant for any ministry organization. Rejoice with us! More than our own accomplishment, it is 
the accomplishment of all of you our generous and faithful supporters!  

After many years of having other organizations serve as our �scal agents, this signi�cant development 
as a 501C-3 nonpro�t status signi�cantly facilitates our relationships with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia, with all of you our supporters and with any new funding organization. As we 
celebrate this new development, we again recognize and thank those congregations/organizations 
that graciously served as our �scal agents in the past. Trinity Lutheran Church in Edgemont SD, Com-
munity Lutheran Church in Geneva MN, The Southeastern Minnesota Synod in Rochester, MN, First 
Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, SD and the Good Samaritan Foundation in Sioux Falls, SD. You were 
instruments used by God to facilitate the administration and �ow of resources for the sake of God's 
mission in Colombia. We thank you in the name of Christ! Your mission generosity will 
never be forgotten! 

Currently we are working to have everything needed in place for Emmaus Road Ministries. We have 
created our logo (seen in this page) and soon we will share the story behind it. We are also updating 
the Emmaus Road Foundation website in Colombia and creating the webpage for Emmaus Road 
ministries in USA. We will keep you updated about any new developments. And now this practical 
information regarding your gifts. Please make checks to Emmaus Road Ministries and mail 
them in care of Pastor Natanael at 2800 E. Orchard Place Unit 306, Sioux Falls, SD 57103. 
Our email still is lizwan@midco.net and Natanael's cellular is 605-261-7450. 

Newest Ministry Relationship with Instituto Buenos Aires in Soacha: Though we had 
previously shared this emerging educational project, we are now happy to report that the funding to 
support 10 families at Instituto Buenos has been fully and given by our generous supporters. We 
further share about this new ministry relationship precisely because it is opening the door to having a 
much more holistic and integrated ministry project whose holistic impact on the community of 
Ciudadela Sucre can also be much more signi�cant.



In this missionary spirit, we invite your prayers for our current discerment as to the real possibility of purchasing 
the facilities of Instituto Buenos Aires and use them for a truly integrated and intergenerational ministry project in 
Soacha that could include formal education, preventive health care, con�ict resolution skills, urban sustainable 
green projects, holistic services with the elderly and a Lutheran congregation. If by the grace of God and the 
generosity of our mission supporters this could happen, this will become a pilot project for us in Colombia preci-
sely in the very year that we will be joining our Global Lutheran Communion in celebrating 500 years of the 
Lutheran Reformation. 

This is Ciudadela Sucre in 
Southern Bogota where we 
the Project of the Good 
Samaritan Society among 
the vulnerable elderly popu-
lation currently exists. 

As an educational institution located in this geographical area where internally displaced groups arrive �eeing the 
armed con�ict which takes place in the countryside of Colombia, Instituto Buenos Aires represents a precious 
opportunity for children/youth to pursue their formal elementary/high 
school education. Since this is not a 
government sponsored school, it 
depends on tuition and charitable 
contributions. 

Because of high levels of displace-
ment, lack of jobs and extreme pover-
ty, parents face signi�cant challenges 
to pay tuition. Instituto Buenos Aires  
works miracles as it continues to o�er 
education with very meager resources. 
We count as our joy to partner with 
Instituto Buenos Aires and look 
together in hope to the future. 

    

Another view of Instituto Buenos Aires. On 
the right, Tracie Ohonme, Co-founder of Samaritan's Feet, visits with a 
student during a recent mission trip to Soacha.

"Education which is grounded on 
the transforming power and com-
passion of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the passport to a digni�ed, 
responsible and meaningful life. 
We must do everything in our 
power to form new generations of 
responsible Christian citizens. 
Ciudadela Sucre is a great place for 
this to happen." 
Natanael Lizarazo, Founder of 
Emmaus Road Foundation & 
Emmaus Road ministries Inc. 

Colombia Rejoices:  With exhilarating joy we also share in this 
update what we hope you already know. A truly historical 
agreement between Colombian Government and the Revolutio-
nary Armed Forces of Colombia FARC-EP was signed and 
announced to the world  Thursday June 23, 2016 in Habana 
Cuba. This agreement commits both sides to the bilateral and 
de�nitive Cease Fire and to the renunciation of weapons (arms) 
by FARC. 

After more than �ve decades of armed con�ict, this agreement 
marks the beginning of the end for the longest unresolved armed 
con�ict, the longest unresolved armed con�ict in the Western Hemisphere which has also caused the worst 
humanitarian crisis in the hemisphere and made Colombia the country with the largest internally displaced 
population of the world (6.9 million Colombians). This agreement signals that the peace process is now irreversi-
ble. We look forward to the signing of the �nal Peace Agreement in the very near future.

 
Much like the photo of this mother and her child 
(courtesy of the Washington Post) so powerfully 
portrays, we look in hope to the blessings of peace 
and to the hard work of securing such peace through 
reconciliation, disarming of our spirits and concrete 
political and socio-economic actions aimed at brid-
ging the deep gulf between the poor and the rich in 
Colombia. Imperfect as the current agreement 
between the Colombian Government and the Rebel 
Group of FARC may be, it is indeed the most historical 
agreement reached so far. Despite all challenges, we 
as Emmaus Road Foundation and Emmaus Road 
Ministries will keep working for a peaceful, digni�ed, 
just and educated  Colombia.  

The photo of the Washington Post is a colorful reality and metaphor for our deep/seated hope and longing for 
peace as Colombians. Challenging as the ongoing historical process may be, it is really pregnant with hope and 
ready to give birth to a new and reconciled Colombia. We pray now that we as churches may also rise to the 
opportunity and challenge to be real agents of reconciliation and peace! Yes! Rejoice with us! Thanks be to God!

Feel free to communicate with us: We always value your letters, phone calls and emails. Via phone, you can reach us 
at these cellular numbers: (011-57) 321-2206962 (Colombia).  Within the United States, please call 605-261-7450.  
Via email, we can be reached at ldlizwan@ielco.org (Colombia) and lizwan@midco.net (USA). 

Feel free also to share the mission story of the Emmaus Road Ministries Inc. /Emmaus Road Foundation with your 
friends and congregations. We praise God for your ongoing mission generosity! Thank you indeed for investing in 
the life-giving Kingdom of God here in Colombia! 

In Christ’s love, 

Stella Lizarazo 
Executive Director Emmaus Road Foundation – Colombia
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(Photo of Colombian´s President Santos and FARC rebel leader, 
during this historical announcement).


