
A Prayer for 
Pentecost

“We thank you, O God, for calling us into a 
“buddy system” of discipleship 
(cf. I Corinthians 12:3b-13)—a modern ark 
called the “Church”—drawing us together, 
people of every tribe and nation, and sending us 
out into mission “two by two” 
(cf. Genesis 6:19). 

We thank you, O God, for this charter mission, 
for it helps to make faith real in the doing—with 
a driving sense of purpose. Yes, it’s a veritable 
key signature that guides the whole score of your 
church, written in the key of G major. 

G for “Go and heal the sick.” 
G for “Go and cast out demons of depression and doubt.” 

G for “Go and make disciples.” 

By your Holy Spirit, constantly stir-up in us a remembrance that in the key of 
G, there’s one sharp at the very top of the scale: reminding us of Jesus’ cross. 

We gather now, beneath this cross, laying our burdens down (Matthew 
11:28), and asking that you would pick-us-up with forgiveness in the promise 
of a fresh start for life’s journey—calling, gathering, enlightening the whole 
Christian Church on earth as your Pentecost people. 

Now send us forth on the wings of your Spirit, “two by two,” in Jesus’ name.”  
 (JRC)



 

Reflections For Pentecost
“[When I ponder the powerful breath of Christ at Pentecost, setting aflame the first candle of  
  the Church’s birthday cake, like a veritable blow-torch] ... I do not find Christians, outside of the  
  catacombs, sufficiently sensible of conditions. Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of  
  power we so blithely invoke? ... It’s madness to wear ladies’ straw hats [or a felt Stetson] to worship;  
  we should all be wearing crash helmets! Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares;  
  they should lash us to our pews.” (Annie Dillard; Teaching A Stone To Talk, p.40)

“I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord,  
  or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with  
  his gifts, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it united with  
  Jesus Christ in the one true faith ...” (Martin Luther; The Small Catechism. Emphasis added)

“Every preacher of God’s Word, every person who proclaims the good news of the Gospel, stands in  
  need of a ‘ghost writer’; namely, the Holy Spirit.” (j.r. christopherson)

“Keep your eyes on Jesus, the one who becomes poor with the poor, weak with the weak, and who  
  is rejected on a cross with the rejected. For he is the Prince of Peace, the true source of all peace.  
  But where is this peace to be found? The answer is clear. In weakness. First of all, in our own  
  human weakness, in those places of our hearts where we feel most broken, most insecure, most in  
  agony, most afraid. Why there? Because there our familiar ways of controlling our world are  
  stripped away; there we are called to let go from doing much, thinking much, and relying on our  
  self-sufficiency. Right there, where we are weakest, the peace that is not of this world is hidden in  
  Christ’s cross.” 
(Henri Nouwen; The Path of Peace, p.40-41)

“It is the spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” 
(Romans 8:16; RSV)

“He is the Holy Spirit because He is the Spirit of Jesus Christ.” 
(Karl Barth; Credo, p.129)

“God is Spirit [John 4:24a]. This is the most embracing, direct,  
  and unrestrained symbol for the divine life.” 
(Paul Tillich; Systematic Theology, I:249)


