
Commissioning of Intern & Internship Committee
P Dear Christian friends: Baptized into the priesthood of Christ, we all are called to offer ourselves 

to the Lord of the Church in thanksgiving for what he has done and continues to do. God calls 
all His people into vocation in the many ways we live out our lives, serving one another in the 
Gospel. It is our privilege to recognize and support those whom God has called to engage the 
ministries of His church, and to this congregation. Today we commission Jeff Backer as the 
Intern Pastor at First Lutheran Church. We also give thanks and recognize the members of the 
Internship Committee; and commission their service to accompany Jeff over this next year: 
Denise Aamlid, Jaci Aberson, Amy Amundson-Kimber, Isak Larson, Martin Oyos, and Pastor 
Lars Olson. 

 The Apostle Paul writes, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God 
who activates all of them in everyone.” (I Cor. 12:4-6 NRSV)

 In the coming year, Jeff will work with the pastoral and professional staff, the internship 
committee, and this congregation to be formed as a pastor and to develop skills for 
pastoral ministry.

P I ask you, Jeff, are you willing to assume your role as an intern pastor, and will you open yourself 
to learn, develop skills, and be formed for pastoral ministry in service to Christ’s church? 

 If so, please answer, “I will, and I ask God to guide and help me.”

Please stand.

P In the coming year, the pastoral and professional staff, the Internship Committee, and the 
members of this congregation are asked to accept Jeff as a partner in ministry: sharing in his 
learning and formation; encouraging, supporting and praying for him. 

 Now I ask you, will you receive Jeff as a partner in ministry and uphold and support him in 
every way?

 If so, please answer, “We will, and we ask God to guide and help us.”

C We will, and we ask God to guide and help us.

P Let us pray: O God, through the work of the Holy Spirit you call, enlighten, and sanctify your 
people, and those who you call to be pastors. Look with favor upon your people who by word 
and example will aid your servant, Jeff, in learning the ministry for which he is being shaped and 
prepared. Guide the pastoral and professional staff, the internship committee, and your church 
to walk along with Jeff in this process, and grant that our lives may be enriched, that your name 
be glorified, and that your will be done; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen.


