
P = Pastor     A = Assisting Pastor     C = Congregation     L = Leader

Prelude  Herzlich tut mich verlangen, BWV 727
 Johann Sebastian Bach
Welcome and Announcements

Please stand.

Invocation
A Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the 

Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
A Brothers and sisters in Christ: let us confess our sin before God and one another, 

trusting God's promise of forgiveness in Jesus Christ.
Silence for reflection.

A Out of the depths we cry to you,
C O Lord God, hear our calling. Incline your ear to our distress in spite of our 

rebelling. Do not regard our sinful deeds. Send us the grace our spirits need. 
Without it, we are nothing.

A In God alone we hope, and not in our own merit. We hope as Israel in the Lord, 
who sends redemption through the Word. Through water and the Word, Spirit 
and saving Son, we are cleansed from sin, joined with the communion of saints, 
and brought to new and abundant life. Praise God for grace and mercy!

C Amen.

Entrance Hymn 323 "God Loved the World"  
  Rockingham Old
Apostolic Greeting
A The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from 

our sin, be with you all.
C And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness: 
During this season of Lent, 
our words of confession and 
forgiveness are drawn from 
Luther's reformation hymn of 
confession - number 600 in our 
red hymnal. He wrote this text 
to be paired with his teachings 
in the Small Catechism.

Entrance Hymn: Christ Jesus 
was given that "the lost might 
be saved." We sing of a Savior 
who cheers our hearts, rescues 
us from death, and through 
baptism, grants us new life.

Third Sunday in Lent
We gather this morning to celebrate and proclaim the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Hymns can be found in the red book, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

The Prodigal Son
Sanctuary, South Wall
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Kyrie

Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray. God of compassion,
C you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our 

baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 
word and promise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

Scripture Reading Psalm 32:1-5 OT page 512 in the pew Bible 
 L Word of God, Word of Life.
 C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Kyrie: During Lent, we omit 
the Canticle of Praise from 
worship, reserving this for the 
Resurrection of our Lord and 
the Easter season.
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Gospel Acclamation

Let your stead fast- love come to us, O Lord.

Save us as you prom ised;- we will trust your word.
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Gospel Announcement 
P The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  NT page 73 in the pew Bible

Gospel Response 
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Sermon "The Prodigal Father"
 Pastor John Christopherson

Silence for reflection.

Please stand.

Hymn of the Day 606 "Our Father, We Have Wandered"
 Herzlich tut mich verlangen
Apostles’ Creed
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
  hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
  Amen. 

Prayers of the Church
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God's creation.
Following each petition:
A Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:
A Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy: through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

Gospel: Jesus tells a parable 
about a son who ponders 
his father's love only after he 
has spurned it. The grace he 
receives is beyond his hopes. 
That same grace is a crisis for 
an older brother who believed 
it was his obedience that 
earned his place in the father's 
home.

Hymn of the Day: Kevin 
Nichols wrote this hymn in 
1963 to pair with our gospel 
text today. Despite our 
"wandering" and "foolish" 
ways, it is our Lord who 
"stretches out his hand in 
blessing, pardon and peace."

Apostles' Creed: Together, 
we confess the central tenets 
of the Christian faith. The 
Apostles' is the shortest of the 
Christian creeds, dating back 
to the fourth century and the 
early church.
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Sharing of the Peace
A The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please be seated.

Benediction for Pastor Peter Strommen

Offering

Offering Anthem "Rejoice! I Found the Lost"   
 Rusty Edwards; arr. Wayne Wold

And Jesus said,  
"Our God is like a shepherd who has lost a sheep,  
and leaving all the rest he searched until he found what had been lost." 
'Rejoice,' he cried, 'I found the lost!  
Rejoice, rejoice with me, rejoice!'"

And Jesus said, 
"Our God is like a woman who has lost a coin; 
she lit and lamp and searched all night until she found what had been lost." 
'Rejoice,' she cried, 'I found the lost!  
Rejoice, rejoice with me rejoice!'"

And Jesus said, 
"Our God is like a father who has lost a son; 
he waited ev'ry day for him until his son returned to him. 
'Rejoice,' he cried, 'My son came home!' 
'Rejoice with me, rejoice!'"

Please stand.

Offering Presentation

Cre ate- in me a clean heart, O God, and re new- a right

spir it- with in- me. Cast me not a way- from your

pres ence,- and take not your Ho ly- Spir it- from me. Re -

store un to- me the joy of your sal va- tion,-

and up hold- me with your free Spir it.-
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Offering Anthem: In this 
anthem sung by the Adult 
Choir, we hear of our Lord who 
searches, seeks, and rejoices 
when the lost are found.

Offering: Offering envelopes 
are available in the pews. 
Please sign the fellowship 
register and pass it to those 
sitting next to you. Children 
may bring their offering 
forward at this time.
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Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray. God our provider,
C you have not fed us with bread alone, but with your Word of grace and new life. 

Bless us and these your gifts, that what you provide might spread the good news 
of your saving death and sacrifice for all the world. Amen.

9:30 am The Lord's Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.

 Service of Holy Communion - 8 am Worship 
Words of Institution

The Lord's Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.
A Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love.
C Let us receive the bread of life and cup of salvation.

Please be seated.

Agnus DeiAgnus Dei: Since the fourth 
century, Christians have sung 
hymns and songs during the 
distribution of communion. 
We begin with words of John 
the Baptist:  "Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world!"
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Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the 
Father, and of the i Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn 779 "Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 Stanza 1 - All   2 - Women   3 - Men   4 - All   5 - All 
 New Britain

Dismissal
A Marked with the cross of Christ, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude Voluntary on New Britian
 Robert A. Hobby

Postlude:  The postlude paints 
the familiar Sending Hymn 
with a wide range of color, 
utilizing many facets of the 
pipe organ.

Sending Hymn: Many revised 
translations of this familiar 
hymn have changed the 
opening phrase to read: 
"Amazing grace! How sweet 
the sound that saved someone 
like me!" This might take the 
edge off of the original text, 
but we are wretched, lost, and 
sinful. Stanza three reminds 
us it is our "Lord's word" that 
"secures our hope" and finds 
those who are lost.

Voluntary: The communion 
voluntary is an extended set-
ting based on the Hymn of the 
Day. Each phrase is separated 
by a repeated ritornello.

Communion

Communion Music
Voluntary Meditation on Herzlich tut mich verlangen  
  Michael Burkhardt

Hymn 487 "What Feast of Love" 
  Greensleeves

Hymn 461 "All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly"
  Holy Manna
Please stand.

Blessing
A The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.
C Amen.

Prayer after Communion
A Merciful God, during these forty days of Lent, we seek to follow you. Renew 

us in your gift and promise of baptism that we may provide for others, pray for 
those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and find our hope in the life-giving 
Word of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Communion: All who are 
baptized and trust in Christ’s 
word are welcome to the table 
of this holy supper, where our 
Lord is truly present, offering his 
gifts of forgiveness and eternal 
life. Please come forward at the 
ushers’ direction. Grape juice 
and gluten-free wafers are 
available.
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"With the help of another new invention called the VISA card, eventually all the exiles learned to shop and 
shop, until their new houses [which were built with garages but not porches] were jam-packed with stuff that 
could never really satisfy their insatiable appetites. That's because they weren't really looking for stuff. They were 
looking for home ..." (M. Craig Barnes; Searching For Home: Spirituality for Restless Souls, p.47).

"The mystery of redemption is that God's Son became flesh so that all the lost children of God could become 
sons and daughters as Jesus is son. In this perspective, the story of the prodigal son takes on a whole new 
dimension. Jesus, the Beloved of the Father, leaves his Father's home to take on the sins of God's wayward 
children and brings them home. But, while leaving, he stays close to the Father and through total obedience 
offers healing to his resentful brothers and sisters. Thus, for my sake, Jesus becomes the younger son as well as 
the elder son in order to show me how [- most importantly and most fully -] how to become the Father." (Henri 
Nouwen; The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming, p.127).

"I pulled to the side of the street 
and got out my book of road maps. 
But to find where you are going, 
you must know where you are, and 
I didn't." (John Steinbeck; Travels 
With Charley, p.74).

"Probably no word better 
summarizes the suffering of our 
time than the word 'homeless.' It 
reveals one of our deepest and most 
painful conditions, the condition 
of not having a sense of belonging, 
of not having a place where we can 
feel safe, cared for, protected, and 
loved. In contrast, Jesus offers us a 
home: 'In my father's house there 
are many rooms,' and 'Abide in 
me as I abide in you' (John 14:2; 
15:4). This home is a place or space 
where we do not have to be afraid 
but can let go of our defenses 
and be free. ... Home is where we 
can rest and be healed. Whatever 
else, the sojourning Christian 
community is (and there are many 
kinds and shapes and sizes), it is an 
embodiment, frail and fragile to be 
sure, of the love of God in Christ." 
(Steven Bouma-Pediger and Brian 
J. Walsh; Beyond Homelessness: 
Christian Faith In A Culture Of 
Displacement, p.300-301).



Community Ministers & Missionaries
Each member of First Lutheran Church
Pastoral Sta� 
 John R. Christopherson, M. Div. Ph.D.
 Katherine Olson, M. Div.

L. Lars Olson, M. Div.
Peter Strommen, M. Div.
David Johnson, M. Div. (Emeritus)

Visitation Pastors
 James E. Christopherson, M. Div.

David C. Houck, B. Div.
Roger N. Noer, M. Div.
Dennis W. Tranberg, M. Div.

Parish Nurse
 Jana Elkins, R.N.
Evangelism, Mission and Outreach 
Ministries

Je�  Backer, Director
Youth and Family Ministries

Marnie Dahle Backer, Director
Heather Smith, Children’s Minister
Elias Youngquist, Youth Minister 

Music Ministries
Zachary Rygiel, M.M., Director
Larry Olson, Contemporary Worship 
Coordinator

Contact an Usher
■ Assistance with wheelchair seating
■ Personal listening device
■ For a large print bulletin
■ If you are a physician or nurse who is 

willing to help in an emergency.
Children are welcome in worship
■ Children’s bulletins for ages 3-6 and 7-12 

and activity bags may be picked up in the 
Welcome Center. 

■ If your child becomes restless you may 
view the service on the screen in the 
Welcome Center. 

■ Nursery is available on Sundays from 7:45 
am – 12:15 pm.

Church calendar
First Lutheran calender is available on the 
web at � csf.org/calendar.

Listen/Watch
8 am KELO-FM Radio (101.9)
11 am KSFY-Sioux Falls, KPRY-Pierre

 and KABY-Aberdeen
Worship telecasts are available online 
at � csf.org/telecasts.

Welcome to worship
First Lutheran Church is a member 
congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

First Lutheran Church | Sioux Falls, SD | (605) 336-3734 | � csf.org

Worship assistants
Adult Choir 
 Paul Nesheim, Director
Lector
8  – David McElroy
9:30  – Maria Neely
Cantor – Janet Nash
Acolytes
8  – Mollie Brown
 Mya Rogers
9:30  – So� a Hein

 Ashli Elyea
Ushers
8  – Michael Kedik, Kurt Carlson, 

Jim Johnson, Verlyn Johnson
9:30  – Paul Halstenson (Captain), 

Julie Dykstra, Keith Dykstra,
Kristen Dykstra, Lance Dykstra, 
Chad Halstenson, Corey Halstenson, 
Barb Halstenson, Bob Hemre,
Kari Halstenson, Al Knutson,
Robert Lommen, Pat Pearson

8th Grade Ushers
8  – Morgan Mueller
 Grant Tribble

 9:30  – Annalisa Graves
 Ellie Williams 

Broadcast sponsors
� is morning’s broadcast on KELO-
FM is sponsored in memory of 
Norman Salem, who would have 
celebrated his birthday on March 19, 
by his wife, Doris Salem; daughters, 
Karla and Karen; and their families.
� is morning’s broadcast on KSFY 
is sponsored in loving memory of 
our father, Samuel Spitzer given by 
daughters Elaine & Ella Spitzer.
� is morning’s closed captioning on 
KSFY is made possible by supporters 
in the four-state viewing area through 
gifts and memorials to First Lutheran 
Church Media Ministries.
Today’s broadcast team
 Technical Director
 Tanner Wangsness
 Control Room Audio Board
 Ella Roberts
 Announcer
 Todd Smith
 Camera Operators
 Daryl Crawford
 Max Martin
 Time Keeper
 Betty Gednalske

News Notes and Daily Readings
News Notes can be found at all entrances to the sanctuary and online at � csf.org

Worship Services
Lenten Worship, Wednesday (Sanctuary)
 11:15 AM & 6:30 PM
Saturday (Chapel)  
 5  Vespers with Communion

Sunday (Sanctuary) 
 8  Traditional with Communion 
 9:30  Traditional Worship 
 11  Contemporary Worship


