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first stewards

“These I will bring to my holy mountain, 
and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifi ces will be 
accepted on my altar.” (Isaiah 56:7; RSV)

Some very, very good news came 
to my ears quite recently. One of our 
members of First Lutheran got a job—a 
good job by every measure. It has been 
a long time for him to be without work. 

The pressure 
grows upon a 
person who 
experiences 
week after 
week … 
month after 
month … no 
paycheck after 
no paycheck 
… before 
fi nding work. 

But in this case, the news and answer to 
prayers is good.

I tell you this story, as Consecration 
Sunday (Oct. 23) approaches us, for a 
specifi c reason. I need to be reminded of 
my work, but also the precious gift of my 
family and health, of harvesting fi elds and 
friends as a blessing from God. So do you. 
All of us can go along in our daily life as 
though these gifts will always be there. 
Let’s begin this new church year with a 
fulsome spirit of gratitude for the very 
fact that we are indeed “blessed to be a 
blessing” (Genesis 12:1–3). 

I must add another thing that is 
also too easily overlooked. This fellow 
Christian found the job through the 
alertness of another member of First 
Lutheran. I think this is the fourth time 
so far this year that the congregation has 
become the connecting link between 
people seeking work in a time shot 
through with unemployment. Friends 
of First, let us know how we as a whole 
family of faith can help in such times.

* * * 
The biblical text guiding us in this 

season of harvest is from Isaiah 56. 
The larger theme of the entire chapter 
is the vastness of God’s grace at work 
throughout his whole creation—from 
every breath on earth to every twinkling 
star in the cosmos. Foreigners, meaning 
Gentiles, are going to be coming into the 
circle of God’s family. New faces will be 
included in the picture of those whom 
God calls into his ministry and mission—
the whole life of stewardship. In imagery 
that portrays streams of Jews and Gentiles 
going together to the holy place of the 
temple at Mt. Zion in Jerusalem, the 
prophet Isaiah brings us a very helpful 
word in this season of harvest and 
thanksgiving we call “Consecration 
Sunday”; yes, consecrating (“setting apart 
our lives”), our pledges and tithes for the 
continued work of him who loves us, who 
has given all for us, and for all people in 
Jesus Christ (cf. John 3:16).

* * * 
And so I ask you, in the light of this 

text, to see your life, your vocation, 
whatever your daily work—including 
the life of prayer—as the sacrifi ce you 
bring to the altar of God. Isaiah mentions 
burnt offerings—a term strange to most 
of us. (I think of it when I see what 
comes up from the toaster too often 
when I make breakfast.) It refers to the 
animal sacrifi ces that the faithful of Israel 
brought to the temple. It is not an ox or 
goat that you and I bring, however. It is 
ourselves, and the fruit of the work we do.

* * * 
The biblical text from Isaiah proclaims 

grace. God will accept the sacrifi ces we 
bring, which means that God accepts us. 
Don’t take that lightly. When one thinks 
of the work of the world that goes on 
each day, and all the cheating, swearing, 
injustice, indifference, cruelty, and 
human mistreatment that goes on in the 
workplace and in our lives as a whole, of 
squandered stewardship, we do well 
to pause at the thought of God accepting 
it all.

No, before we can think about our 
lives, our work being accepted, we think 
of God’s prior work for us. His work is 
our salvation. His great and saving work 

An altar for your life of stewardship: Consecration Sunday is Oct. 23

Being the accompanist for the First 
Lutheran youth choirs isn’t just about 
playing the piano. To Gerry Kropp it’s 
about relationships, it’s about ministry.

Gerry recently retired from the 
position she held for the last 20 years, 
and a reception in her honor took place 
on Sunday, Sept. 25.

 Her work as accompanist was a 
blessing to her because she loves the 
Lord and she loves his children. She 
also loves the congregation of First 
Lutheran Church.

Gerry says it’s hard to say how many 
students she came into contact with 
throughout the years, but they have left 
a mark on her heart. The relationships 
they shared were, in her words, a result 
of the work of God.

 “It was interesting how kids would 
come to talk to me before or after 
choir,” says Gerry. “They would plunk 
down on the bench and just want to 
talk.”

 She saw Jesus in her students and 
she always received more from them 
than she was able to give.

“I would share my Christian faith 
with them. Now I see them growing 
into mature Christian adults,” says 
Gerry. “It’s an encouragement for me to 
keep walking with them.”

 Gerry hopes her students will 

continue to fi nd their 
niche, even if it isn’t 
music. One of her students, 
Jacinda Cerwinske, says 
Gerry has been very 
supportive of her singing 
career, attending her 
events, even when she 
wasn’t accompanying her 
on the piano.

 “I claim her as ‘my 
accompanist’ because the 
two of us work so well 
together,” says Jacinda. 
“Gerry is such a special 
friend to everyone who 
knows her or has even come 
into contact with her.”

Austin Nickel, another vocalist who 
sang during Gerry’s tenure says, “I have 
met many people in my life, but never 
have I met a greater witness for Christ 
than Gerry Kropp. I know I have been 
so blessed by her friendship and her 
witness.”

It wasn’t just faith that drove Gerry 
to use her musical talents—it was a 
passion for music. At age 11, Gerry 
found herself fi lling in on piano before 
Sunday school when the regular pianist 
wasn’t in attendance. 

“I never looked at myself as being good 
enough. If you’re willing, God will use 

you,” Gerry says. “All of us have things to 
share. If I can do it, anyone can.”

Jacinda says Gerry’s friendship has 
certainly meant a lot to her, but she 
also knows the case is true for many 
of the former and present youth choir 
members.

“I would just like to say to Gerry, 
thank you so much for all the support, 
love, caring, humor and smiles that you 
have shared throughout your whole 
career,” says Jacinda. “Your passion 
for God, your music, and your love 
for all of us has shown greatly and has 
passed down through all of us as we left 
FLYGHT and went on to bigger and 
better things.”

Accompanist Gerry Kropp retires after 20 years
–continued on page 2
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Gerry Kropp speaks at a reception that took place 
in her honor. After 20 years as accompanist to the 
youth choirs, she retired in June. 
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We are grounded in the great 
commandment of Jesus.  

(Matthew 22:34–40)

We are grounded in the great 
commission of Jesus.  
(Matthew 28:16–20)

We are committed to welcome  
and minister to all people. 

We are committed to equipping 
people for ministry. 

We are committed to service in 
our community and world. 

We are committed to a ministry of 
relationship building. 

We are committed to our heritage 
and identity as a reforming church. 

We are committed to excellence  
in broadcast ministry. 

Mission stateMent

GuidinG PrinciPles

WorshiP services
Saturday (Christ the Victor Chapel)  
 5 p.m.  Vespers with Communion

Sunday (Sanctuary) 
 8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship with  
   Communion 
 9:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship
 12 p.m. Worship in an African  
   Context (Chapel)

Media MiniStry BroadcaStS

 8:15 a.m. KELO-FM Radio (92.5)
 11 a.m.  KSFY (Sioux Falls),  

KPRY (Pierre) and  
KABY (Aberdeen)

First Lutheran Church 
welcomes all people into the 
community of Jesus Christ, 

equipping and sending them 
forth to serve and witness  

in Jesus’ name. 

Church Council Highlights: August 25, 2011
Pastor Natanael Lizarazo reported 

that the Board for Outreach Ministries 
and the Board for Youth, Family and 
Young Adult Ministries are exploring a 
program for first- and second-graders in 
the African Ministry that would teach 
reading skills using materials with a 
Christian content. 

Pastor Jason Burggraff said that the 
job description for a staff person to work 

with middle and high school youth has 
been revised, and names of candidates 
to fill this position are being gathered. 
Marnie Dahle Backer will concentrate 
on young adult and family ministry.

Pastor Barbara Wangsness reported 
that she has been preparing to teach a 
12-week NAMI Family-to-Family class 
on Monday nights at First Lutheran. 

Pastor John Christopherson said that 

he has been visiting with a number of 
prospective members.

In a written report Business 
Administrator Marilyn McNeill related 
that once the floor covering has been 
chosen, it will take four to six weeks 
for delivery and that workers from 
Schoenstein will return on Sept. 27 
to prepare for delivery of the organ in 
October. 

–continued from page 1

adult disciPleshiP

is now complete in the death and the 
resurrection of his dear Son. Christ is 
the reason we can find an opening to 
the holy presence of God (cf. Ephesians 
2:18), and trust that we are welcome! 
“Now hiring!”

Think of our Savior, not primarily in 
the temple, going about things religious. 
But think of him growing up in the 
household of Joseph the carpenter. In 
that humble home in Nazareth Jesus 
learned what a saw and plane are for. 
He watched men and women work 
with their hands—putting their skills to 
good use. He also saw the uncertainties 
of work, the hardships of making a 
living, the inevitable frustrations and 
disappointments that go along with daily 
work.

Jesus was always meeting people at 
their jobs. He called his disciples from 
their fishing nets, having met them 
along the shores of Lake Galilee. He 
found Matthew at his tax office. He met 
soldiers on duty, and knew those who 
farmed because he was in the fields with 
them … Jesus was close to people in their 
daily work. No wonder he spoke as one 
having authority, not as the scribes (cf. 
Matthew 7:29; Mark 1:22). Most of the 
religious people then and now don’t get 
out of religious buildings often enough. 
We’re much too confined in our Gothic 
surroundings. We need to emulate our 
Lord who delighted in people where they 
put in their time and energies as people 
at work … simply hanging out, listening, 
praying, inviting them to come home to 
worship. “We’ve missed you!”

You see, the work of Christ is fulfilled 
in our behalf. In your mind, draw a line 
directly from the victory of his cross to 
the power it takes to keep us whole and 
sound in our work. It is essential that we 
do so. Thus it happens that our worship 
on Sunday connects with our work 
on Monday and throughout the week. 
Thus does our faith connect with the 
work of our daily tasks—a connection of 
paramount importance.

* * * 

Family of First Lutheran, your work 
placed upon the altar of God gives it 
meaning—each Sunday a consecrating, 
consecration Sunday. As we sing in 
the liturgy: “Take my life and let it be, 
consecrated Lord to thee …” That’s 
a matter of great importance in our 
increasingly specialized work in the 
modern world. Too often we don’t see the 
outcome of our efforts.

In biblical language, we are co-
workers with God. This is a rich phrase, 
permanently valid. It infers that the 
world is not finished. We still pray for 
“God’s kingdom come.” And so God 
calls us to be co-workers with him. New 
products must be made. Fresh research 
must be explored. People must be healed. 
Children must be taught. Contracts must 
be drawn. Sales must be made. The seed 
must be sown, nurtured, and harvested 
for food. The work of the world goes on. 
See your part in it as a partnership, a 
stewardship with God, who is our Creator 
and Sustainer of all things. Offer your 
work and its fruits to him as you begin 
each day. Starting out each day offer 
up a prayer that asks for God’s blessing 
and guidance. Commend yourself and 
those with whom you work to God in 
prayer. And at the end of the day, lay it 
all in God’s hands. In so doing, you are 
constantly growing in spiritual stature 
as you perform your work (Ephesians 
4:13). “Keep your hand to the plow” 
(Luke 9:62; I Corinthians 9:10) of daily 
work with joy and steadfast faith, pledge 
and tithe for the work of your spiritual 
home of First Lutheran, because of a deep 

gratitude for what God has first done for 
you (I John 4:19). It will show!

* * * 
Placing your work, your pledge or 

tithe at God’s altar on Consecration 
Sunday, leads to its highest blessing: your 
work, your gratitude, your stewardship 
as a witness to God’s presence in what 
you do and what you mean to others. 
See your life as a vocation, a calling 
from God. Don’t just “have a job.” Be 
mindful of your vocation as a Christian. 
That means that in your specific work, 
which can include being a parent, a 
grandparent, running a marathon or a 
large corporation, you are aware of your 
life and health as a place where God is 
calling out to others through your faith 
displayed.

So … what will do as a symbol and 
sign for your work and its meaning? Is 
it a bank, where your paychecks are 
deposited? Is it a pedestal, where you 
have placed your work, your wealth as a 
god in itself? Is it a trash can, where you 
want to throw your work away, so futile 
does it all seem? None of these must 
claim the truth about your work. Instead, 
there is an altar for your work. And the 
living God who makes you and all of his 
people with you, co-workers with him. 
Come Consecration Sunday, Oct. 23, 
let us bring our pledges and tithes—our 
whole lives of Stewardship—before the 
Lord’s altar, with signs of gratitude and 
thanksgiving. For ultimately it is from 
God that “every good and perfect gift 
comes” to our lives (James 1:17). And so 
let us sing with an offertory before God’s 
altar, a song of thankfulness and praise:

“We give Thee but Thine own; What 
e’er the gift may be; All that we have is 
Thine alone; a trust, O Lord, from Thee.” 
(ELW; 686, v.1)

In thankfulness for your spirit of 
stewardship throughout the year(s) …

j.r. christopherson. Senior Pastor

An altar for your life of stewardship

“In biblical language, we are 
co-workers with God. ... Offer 
your work and its fruits to 
him as you begin each day. 
Starting out each day offer 
up a prayer that asks for 
God’s blessing and guidance.” 

Almost 100 men attend Letters from Dad banquet
Almost 100 men attended a banquet recently to learn 

about Letters from Dad, a program that gives men the tools 
to leave a legacy of faith, hope and love that will impact their 
families for an eternity. 

Letters from Dad founder Greg Vaughn spoke. Through 
the program, men will write five specific types of letters to 
their loved ones. 

Letters from Dad gatherings will continue on Thursdays, 
Oct. 6 and 27, Nov. 17, and Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. each night. Men 
are still welcome to join. To sign up, call David at 
(800) 527-4014. 

Men listen to Greg Vaughn speak on Letters from Dad at the 
Sept. 15 banquet.  
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for OctoberChurch Women Schedule
SUGGESTED READING The First Lutheran Church 

Women general meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, Oct. 6, at noon in the 
Gathering Room with Elizabeth Circle 
hosting. Pastor Natanael Lizarazo 
will present a program on his trip to 
Colombia this past summer.

 The FLCW board will meet prior 
to the general meeting at 10:30 p.m. in 
the Friendship Room.

Adult Forums continue in October. 
Identical forums will take place on 
Sundays at 9:30 and 11 a.m. in the 
Friendship Room. 

Refreshments will be available. All are 
welcome. Here’s the schedule: 
Oct. 9—Jim Clark
 “Sioux Falls SculptureWalk”

Jim’s brainstorm created Sioux Falls’ 
unique SculptureWalk. He’ll share the 
inspiration for the program, interesting 
information about the sculptors, how it’s 
grown over the past eight years to three 
sites and 87 works of art, and what’s in 
store for the future.
Oct. 23—Jason Andera
 “Ephphatha—serving the deaf in 
South Dakota and southwestern 
Minnesota”

Jason is executive director 
of Heartland Ephphatha, the 
organization responsible for helping 
make worship, Bible study, and 
fellowship available to the deaf and 
hard of hearing. 
 Oct. 30—Chris Nelson and our 
experts
“Learn more about the First 
Lutheran Foundation”

Chris, along with legal and 
fi nancial experts from First Lutheran, 
will provide information and answer 
your questions on how your bequests 
and gifts can provide perpetual 
support of church programs, missions, 
and operations through the First 
Lutheran Church Foundation.

Pastor Jason 
Burggraff 

Adult Forums continue in October

It’s football season!
Tuesday, Oct. 11

12 p.m. Luncheon
Fellowship Hall

Senior Ministry 
Luncheon

Program: Brian Hansen of 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

and a former NFL kicker 

Why study the Bible or the catechism? 
Adult study on the Small Catechism starts Oct. 5

By Pastor Jason Burggraff 
Why study the Bible or the 

catechism? Please pardon my question 
if it seems too elementary to you. If it 
does—you may have a point. That is, 

why would you be 
reading this very 
church publication 
if you didn’t also 
have some desire to 
learn more about 
Scripture, the 10 
Commandments, 
the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and 
the like? True. Yet 
this active, living 
faith that we share, 

and that the Holy Spirit brings, comes 
not by wishing or wanting, but it comes 
by hearing. That is, faith comes by 
hearing. That is—the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, that most freeing, precious 

news, comes when our ears get a 
chance to consume it. 

“Let anyone with ears, listen!” Jesus 
says in Matthew 11:15.

“And how are they to believe in one 
of whom they have never heard?” says 
Paul in Romans 10:14b.

In Isaiah 51:4–5 it says, “Listen 
to me, my people, and give heed to 
me, my nation; for a teaching will go 
out from me … I will bring near my 
deliverance swiftly, my salvation has 
gone out and…for my arms they hope.”

 So—why study the Bible or the 
catechism—especially in a group? 
Because there, gathered around God’s 
promise of forgiveness through Christ, 
your ears get the chance to be wrapped 
up by that beautiful, freeing Word. 
That is the excitement that we pastors 
love to experience with you. In order 
to hear this message, come to worship. 
If you, like me, need to hear it more 

than once a week, then come to one 
of the Bible studies offered this fall 
at First Lutheran. Or if you want to 
brush up on your “Christian Basics,” 
come join the adult study on the Small 
Catechism. Details are above. 

In celebration of Native American Day, the 
First Lutheran Church Library’s suggested reading 
for October is Children of Native America Today by 
Yvonne Wakim Dennis. 

This book invites readers to explore native 
nations, focusing on the children who live, learn, 
and play in tribal communities throughout the 
United States. –Barbara Siebelts, Librarian

1. Checking out a First Lutheran Church Library book.

2. Listing the book on a Library Lambs response form. (Available in the library.)

3. Returning the book on or before the due date. (Repeat with additional books.)

4. Submitting the Library Lambs response form. (Signed by a parent or guardian, as 
applicable, to the FLC Library. 

Response forms will be taken through Sunday, Dec. 11, 2011. Each individual qualifi es 
to be entered in a participation drawing for each age division. 

Library Lambs!
Readers of all ages are invited to be a part of 

The Library Lambs reading program starts Sunday, Oct. 2, and continues through Sunday, Dec. 11. Library 
Lambs is separated into three age categories: Little Lambs for preschool through second grade, Lively Lambs for 
third through fi fth grade and Latte Lambs for sixth grade to adults. Get involved by:

The Adult Study on the 
Small Catechism 

•  Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary starting Wednesday, 
Oct. 5 (Joining the sixth–eighth 
grade confi rmation class)

•  Thursdays at noon in the 
Friendship Room starting 
Thursday, Oct. 6

•  Sundays at 8:55 a.m. in the Den 
starting Sunday, Oct. 9 (Note: 
Not in Fellowship Hall.)
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outreach Ministries

Charis Ministry Partners starts transportation project 
Pilot project offers transportation to health-related appointments

By the Charis Ministry Partners 
Transportation Task Force

Referring to the Church, the 
Apostle Paul used the familiar image 
of the human body and its different 
members to highlight the importance 
of working together to accomplish 
healthy functionality, empowering 
solidarity and shared living 
outcomes. Thirteen ELCA Lutheran 
congregations in Sioux Falls work 
together for common mission goals 
as Charis Ministry Partners. Charis is 
a Lutheran non-profit organization, 
of which First Lutheran Church is a 
founding congregation. A tangible 
example of our shared mission work is 
the Food to You Mobile Food Pantry 
that serves hundreds of hungry families 
each month. 

On this occasion, we want to 
celebrate and highlight a new pilot 
project that has recently started 
as a shared ministry providing 
transportation for people who do not 
have any means of getting to their 
health-related appointments. To 
illustrate this pioneer ministry, here is 
the overall context and process.
Transportation needs a priority

In May of 2010, our ELCA churches 
met to prioritize ministries we wished 
to undertake together. One of the 
top three was to develop a ministry 
to alleviate the transportation needs 
of those economically disadvantaged. 
A task force was formed to study the 
most pressing transportation needs 
for that group. Members of Peace 
Lutheran Church, St Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, First Lutheran Church 
and Project Car have been actively 

involved in providing leadership and 
facilitation for this mission process. 
From First Lutheran, Bill Bradfeldt, 
Pastor Barbara Wangsness and 
Pastor Natanael Lizarazo have been 
and continue to be involved in this 
unfolding mission process. 
Thrivent Financial becomes a 
partner

The work of the task force really 
took off when Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans offered to partner with us 
and help make this ministry become 
a reality. Through interviewing 
local agencies like The Community 
Outreach, the HELP!Line, and Project 
CAR, the task force soon discovered 
that many folks had no good way to 
get to health-related appointments. 

Recognizing the 30 years of 
experience that Project CAR (based 
out of First Lutheran) has in this kind 
of unique ministry, the task force 
strategized that the best way to address 
this need was to offer additional 
support to Project CAR so that it 
could expand the scope of its mission 
to include furnishing transportation to 
those needing rides to health-related 
appointments. To equip Project CAR 
in this expansion, Charis Ministry 
Partners proposed to supply three 
things: 1) volunteer drivers, 2) at 
least one additional vehicle, and 3) 
a monetary gift to cover the cost of 
operations per rider. 
Congregations supply volunteers 
and portion of funding

Congregations would sign up to 
supply volunteer drivers for particular 
days on the schedule, much like we 
do for the Mobile Food Pantry. Those 

congregations would supply the list 
of volunteer drivers to Project CAR 
so the dispatcher could line up the 
necessary drivers for that day.

Concerning funding, Charis would 
also ask congregations for a small 
gift ($30) on the days they drive. In 
addition, Thrivent has offered to help 
with start-up costs and organizing 
fundraisers to generate the necessary 
funds to purchase another vehicle 
for Project CAR. The flexibility of 
being able to choose the days your 
congregation participates is a great 
selling point, as is the fact that finding 
volunteer drivers is easy if you have 
a number of members who are newly 
(and not so newly) retired. 

Karen Soli, the director of the Food 
to You Mobile Food Pantry, will also 
be lining up congregational resources 
for this ministry. We all take access 

to health care for granted, and never 
realize that for some it is an obstacle 
too hard to overcome. Though this 
project is in the pilot stages, the 
current report from Project CAR is 
indeed very encouraging! 
Our work together exceeds that 
which we could do alone

Friends, let us celebrate that what 
we can do together far exceeds what 
we can do alone! As missionary people 
of God from First Lutheran, it is 
not surprising we are again being an 
integral part of serving as midwives 
for another critically-needed ministry 
to serve people in need in our city. 
Thanks be to God! Thanks to you, the 
ongoing visible body of Christ in our 
congregation! 

For further information, feel free to 
contact Pastor Barbara Wangsness, Bill 
Bradfeldt or Pastor Natanael Lizarazo. 

The Charis Ministry Partners Transportation Task Force discusses the new pilot 
project that offers economically disadvantaged people transportation to health-
related appointments

Food 
 Pies
 Lefse: Call Barb Halstenson 334-1572
 Scandinavian cookies
 Fattigman
 Flatbread 
 Homemade baked goods
 Home-canned items
 Homemade candies*

 Popcorn balls*

 Caramel corn*

 Treats for the Sweet Shop*

*Items above with stars indicate sweets 
for the Sweet Shop and should be 
brought to the Gathering Room Kitchen 
on Friday, Nov. 4, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Contact: DeAnn Clark (359-4754)
Baked goods for the Food Butikk 
should be brought to the Gathering 
Room on Friday, Nov. 4, or before 8 
a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 5. Contact: Judy 
Erickson (332-8698) or Gloria Simpson  
(334-8613)
Baked goods for the Kaffee Stua (Coffee 
Shop) can be brought to the Reformation 
Hall Kitchen on Friday, Nov. 4, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Lefse must be brought to the 
church before noon on Friday, Nov. 4. 

Items
 Woodworking
 Scandinavian crafts
 Unfinished crafts/sewing items
 Embroidered dish towels
 Seasonal crafts
 Antique items
 Vintage and collectible items
 Crocheted/knitted items
 Garden items and plants
 Attic Treasure items*

 Used books (no magazines)*

*Attic treasures (no clothing or TVs 
please) and used books should be 
brought to the church before Thursday, 
Nov. 3. Contact Sharyl Wolf (335-3416) 
with questions. 

All craft items should be brought to 
the church between Monday, Oct. 31, 
and Friday, Nov. 4. Please price your 
items when you bring them to the 
church. 

Bring antiques, collectibles or vintage 
items to the church or call the church 
office at 336-3734.

Return this form to the Information 
Desk by Monday, Oct. 24. 

Name: ________________________________________________ Phone number: ___________________________________

Bazaar Volunteer and Donation Form

Volunteer the week of the 
bazaar
 Make rosettes: Monday, Oct. 31
 Movers and haulers: Nov. 2–4.
 Set up Christmas trees: 

Wednesday, Nov. 2. 
 Helpers to set up: Thursday, 

Nov. 3, through Saturday, Nov. 
5.

Volunteer the day of the 
bazaar: Saturday, Nov. 5
Shifts are two hours each.
 Waitresses, waiters and bussers: 

9–11 a.m., 11 a.m.–1 p.m.  
or 1–3 p.m.) Contact is Jean 
Eidsness (336-9870).

 Traffic directors in parking lots
 Dishwashers
 Clean-up workers after 3 p.m. 
 Greeters and guides
 Workers for shops
 Musicians (voice, instrument, 

piano) Contact Mary Ryrholm 
(261-7325).

Helping hands are needed at 
the First Lutheran Church Bazaar 
scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 5, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This year’s theme is 
Angels Among Us.

Use the form to the right to express 
interest in volunteering and return it 
to the Information Desk by Monday, 
Oct. 24. Or sign up online at  
www.flcsf.org/bazaarsignup. 

Everyone is needed to help make 
this event a success. If cooking and 
crafting are not your thing, there is 
still something that you can do! Wash 
dishes, bus tables, direct traffic, serve as 
a host or hostess and more!

All proceeds from the bazaar are 
donated to mission work in Sioux Falls, 
across the country and abroad. 

Please contact Karon Gubbrud 
(339-7669) or Kathrine Clark (332-
6621) with questions. 

Volunteers and donations needed at the Saturday, Nov. 5, bazaar
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Supervised Open Gym 

Sunday, Oct. 23, 2–4 p.m.

Open to all ages! Adult must be 

present with children under age 

9. Parent sign-in is required for 

children ages 9–14.

Mark your calendar

Affi  rmation of Baptism

Supervised Open Gym 

Sunday, Oct. 23, 2–4 p.m.

Affi  rmation of Baptism

Bingo Party and Pumpkin 
Hunt hosted by Youth and  
Family Board
Friday, Oct. 21 

6 p.m.: Fourth- and fi fth-graders 
gather for supper (and the hiding 
of the pumpkins!) (Gathering Room)

6:30–8 p.m.: Family Fun Bingo 
Party (Reformation Hall)

A delegation of nine people from 
First Lutheran Church 

travelled to Colombia 
on July 29–Aug. 5. 
During the trip, the 

group worshipped 
at different 

churches, visited one of the poorest 
communities in Bogata, visited the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Colombia and took part in activities 
with new-found friends. Following 
are refl ections from a few of the 
participants. 
We are all brothers and sisters 

“Above all else, no matter the 
language barrier ... the quality of life 
barrier ... or where you live, we are all 
brothers and sisters in God’s family. 
My faith is like a fuel gauge. It can be 
full, empty or somewhere in between. 
As of late, my faith had been on 

empty. I had separated myself from a 
relationship with God. This trip was 
a much-needed fi ll-up where I came 
together with people I hardly knew. I 
entrusted God, at the end of my fuel 

tank of faith, to show me the 
way and through interacting 
with these “strangers” to see 
his work being done. This trip 
changed something in me. It 
took me to the poorest places in 
the world and showed me how 
a faith in God can be the only 
thing needed to survive and 
succeed.” –Sam Jensen
Stronger Faith

“My faith has become 
stronger from this trip. If I 
didn’t know it before, I know 

it now—God is constant in my 

life. No matter what life hands me, I 
have my faith. Faith was clearly evident 
in all those whom I encountered. No 
matter how little they have, their love 
and thanksgiving for the Lord is very 
evident. I will be forever enriched by 
this experience.” —Tracie Osthus
It isn’t really about me

I feel like this trip has helped me 
realize why my life is going where it is. 
One day I will hopefully be a successful 
pharmacist. I can either forget this 

experience or use it to shape my career. 
I can spend my money on possessions or 
I could sponsor a child and encourage 
him or her to go for their dreams, too. 
I can stay in the U.S. and work all the 
time, or I can expand my horizons and 
do missionary work in a pharmacy in 
another country. This trip has helped 
me get my priorities straight and realize 
it isn’t really about me at all. Jesus did 
say love your neighbor as yourself. 
—Dana Johnson

Delegation to Colombia meets brothers and sisters in Christ
Youth, FaMilY and YounG adult Ministries

By Pastor Jason Burggraff 
One of the clearest insights into youth 

and family ministry I have gained in my 
four years here at First Lutheran is that 
this ministry—these various attempts 
to teach, get to know each other, build 
trust, have fun, and hear the gospel 
together—is only complementary to 
what is being taught (intentionally or 
unintentionally) at home. That is, all 
of us—mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, 
Faithwalker, confi rmation student, high 
schooler, college student—are in this 
work of being built up in the body of 
Christ together. 

In order to help complement what 

parents are doing at home (or wanting 
to do), we’re continuing to provide 
devotional ideas for families on the back 
cover of each bulletin. For parents of 
confi rmation students, we encourage you 
to check in on how things are going with 
your son or daughter in confi rmation. 
To help you in this, sixth-graders will 
be given homework that will involve 
parents during content weeks. And 
seventh- and eighth-graders will receive 
a “take-it-home devotional” that will 
provide some ideas for home devotions 
that match what is being learned each 
week in confi rmation. 

Parents, I want you to know that 

we are always looking for ideas to help 
spur sharing the faith at home—let 
us know what works for you, or what 
doesn’t work. I also realize that there’s 
a danger in even talking about home 
devotions—that some may feel guilty 
in their lack of “devotion” to home 
devotions. If this is the case (and 
it probably is the case for all of us, 
at some point)—please know that 
devotions are not so much ways for you 
to show devotion to God, but they are 
truly ways in which God reminds you 
of his devotion for you. 

Paul says it well in Romans 8: “[For 
there is nothing] in all creation that 

can separate you from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Now that is a 
devotion well worth sharing.

Sam Jensen (second from left) chats with  a 
group of Sunday school students after the 
worship service. 

Above: Delegates from First Lutheran attend worship. A band, made up of young 
adults from Colombia, provided music for the service.  

Built up in the body of Christ ... together

Check out the back of the bulletin for 
devotion resources. 

4:12 hayride and bonfi re is Sunday, Oct. 16
Those in their 20s and 30s are invited to attend the October fellowship 
activity, a hayride and bonfi re, on Sunday, Oct. 16. Meet at First Lutheran at 
5 p.m. The event will go until 8 p.m. Childcare is available. 4:12 is Christian 
adults in their twenties and thirties experiencing ministries through a balance of 
fellowship, life-sharing, spiritual growth, and outreach. 

The confi rmation banquet  and retreat will take place 
on Sunday, Oct. 9, from 6–8:30 p.m. for all 10th-grade 
confi rmands and their parents. 
On Sunday, Nov. 6, 17 sophomores will be confi rmed. The 
service will take place at 2 p.m. in the sanctuary. 

Thursday, Oct. 13
5:45–8:30 p.m
 Meet at the church. Friends are welcome 
but need to complete a medical release 

form. Call Marnie at 339-1983, 
ext. 204, to RSVP.

Middle schoolers headed to
 Yogi Bear Corn Maze
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Saturday, October 1
9:00 AM Higher Hoops RH
10:15 AM Open Gym RH
10:15 AM Carol Choir Rehearsal CR/FR/FRK/S
5:00 PM Vespers C
Sunday, October 2
8:15 AM Traditional Worship S
8:30 AM Genesis Cafe GR/GRK
8:30 AM Cub Scout Pack 53Popcorn Sales WC
9:00 AM Alpha Ministry FH/FHK
9:30 AM Adult Forum FrR/ FrRK
9:45 AM Traditional Worship S
9:45 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
10:45 AM Adult Leaders Meeting PMR
11:00 AM Adult Forum FrR/FrRK
11:15 AM Contemporary Worship S
11:15 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
12:16 PM Worship in African Context C
3:00 PM Counseling PR
6:00 PM NAMI Candlelight Vigil and Walk C
6:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace FrR
Monday, October 3
9:00 AM Sewing QSC
1:15 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
6:00 PM TOPS Weigh-In & Meeting PMR
6:30 PM NAMI Family to Family PR
Tuesday, October 4
9:00 AM Worship Planning TR
1:30 PM Youth & Family Staff Meeting PMR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Bazaar Meeting for all Committees GR
6:00 PM Stephen Ministries FrR/FrRK
6:00 PM Music Rehearsals S
6:30 PM Agape Ringers HR
6:30 PM Higher Nets RH
Wednesday, October 5
8:30 AM Food Prep for WELCA Meeting RHK
8:50 AM Faithfully Fit Forever P
9:00 AM Quilting QSC
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Bible Study with the Pastors GR/GRK
12:00 PM Eat Well Live Well Love God PMR
12:00 PM Parent Ministry Meeting GR/GRK
1:30 PM Pastors Meetings TR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:15 PM Music Rehearsals S
4:30 PM Good Vibrations Rehearsal HR
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:00 PM Wednesday Night Meal RH/RHK
5:30 PM Jubilant Singers Rehearsals CR
5:30 PM Belle Campane Rehearsal HR
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
6:30 PM Women’s Choir Rehearsal CR
6:30 PM FlLYGHT Rehearsals ML
6:30 PM 7th Gr Confirmation FrR
6:30 PM 6th Gr Confirmation GR/GRK
6:30 PM FaithWalkers C/UR/PR
6:30 PM 8th Gr Confirmation S/FH
6:30 PM Beth Moore Study: Daniel TR
6:30 PM Adult Study of Catechism FH/S
7:30 PM 9th Gr Confirmation Orientation C
7:35 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal CR
8:00 PM High School Youth Group MdC
Thursday, October 6
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study GR
9:00 AM Staff Meeting FrR
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Visitation Pastors TR
10:00 AM Piano Classes Returning Adults PL
10:30 AM FLCW Board Meeting FrR
10:30 AM Beth Moore Study - Daniel MdC
11:00 AM Piano Class Beginning Adult PL
12:00 PM WELCA General Meeting & Lunch GR
12:00 PM Adult Study of Catechism D
5:15 PM Behrends Grace Group L 
5:30 PM Parent Ministry Meeting GR
5:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
7:00 PM Pre-Baptism Class TR
7:00 PM Letters from Dad FrR
Friday, October 7
8:00 AM Bulletin Volunteers QSC
4:30 PM Basketball Practice (AL) RH
Saturday, October 8
9:00 AM Higher Hoops RH
10:15 AM Open Gym RH
10:15 AM Carol Choir Rehearsal CR/FR/FRK/S
5:00 PM Vespers C
Sunday, October 9

First Lutheran Church Calendar—October 2011 
8:15 AM Traditional Worship S
8:30 AM Genesis Cafe GR/GRK
8:30 AM Cub Scouts Pack 153 Popcorn Sales WC
8:55 AM Adult Study of Catechism D
9:00 AM Alpha Ministry FH/FHK
9:15 AM Equal Exchange Coffee WCD
9:30 AM Adult Forum FrR/ FrRK
9:45 AM Traditional Worship S
9:45 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
11:00 AM Adult Forum FrR/FrRK
11:15 AM Contemporary Worship S
11:15 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
12:16 PM Worship in African Context C
3:00 PM Counseling PR
6:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace FrR
6:00 PM 10th Gr Banquet & Mini-Retreat RH
Monday, October 10
Native American Day-Office Closed
9:00 AM Sewing QSC
6:00 PM TOPS Weigh-In & Meeting PMR
6:00 PM Girl Scouts UR
6:30 PM NAMI Family to Family PR
6:30 PM Cub Scouts Pack 153 D/FrR
Tuesday, October 11
9:00 AM Worship Planning TR
12:00 PM Senior LuncheonFH/FHK
1:30 PM Youth & Family Staff Meeting PMR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
6:00 PM Music Rehearsals S
6:30 PM Board of Adult Discipleship TR
6:30 PM Agape Ringers HR
6:30 PM Higher Nets RH
Wednesday, October 12
8:50 AM Faithfully Fit Forever P
9:00 AM Quilting QSC
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Bible Study with the Pastors GR/GRK
12:00 PM Parent Ministry Meeting GR/GRK
12:00 PM Your Whole Life PMR
1:30 PM Pastors Meetings TR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:15 PM Music Rehearsals S
4:30 PM Good Vibrations Rehearsal HR
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:00 PM Wednesday Night Meal RH/RHK
5:30 PM Jubilant Singers Rehearsals CR
5:30 PM Belle Campane Rehearsal HR
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
6:30 PM Women’s Choir Rehearsal CR
6:30 PM FLYGHT Rehearsals ML
6:30 PM 7th Gr Confirmation FrR
6:30 PM 6th Gr Confirmation GR/GRK
6:30 PM FaithWalkers C/UR/PR
6:30 PM 8th Gr Confirmation S/FH
6:30 PM Beth Moore Study: Daniel TR
6:30 PM Adult Study of Catechism FH/S
7:30 PM 9th Gr Confirmation D
7:35 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal CR
8:00 PM High School Youth Group MdC
Thursday, October 13
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study GR
9:00 AM Staff Meeting FrR
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Piano Classes Returning Adults PL
10:30 AM Beth Moore Study - Daniel MdC
11:00 AM Piano Class Beginning Adult PL
12:00 PM Project Car Steering Comm TR
12:00 PM Adult Study of Catechism D
5:30 PM Media Board TR
5:30 PM Parent Ministry Meeting GR
5:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
5:45 PM MS Corn Maze Offsite FH/ FHK
6:00 PM Holistic Health Council PMR
6:00 PM Board of Outreach FrR
6:15 PM Basketball Practice (AL)
Friday, October 14
8:00 AM Bulletin Volunteers QSC
9:00 AM Piano Tuning TR/GR
10:00 AM Basketball Practice (AL) RH
Saturday, October 15
9:00 AM Higher Hoops RH
10:15 AM Open Gym RH
10:15 AM Carol Choir Rehearsal CR/FR/FRK/S
12:00 PM Violin Lessons FrR
5:00 PM Vespers C
Sunday, October 16
8:15 AM Traditional Worship S
8:30 AM Genesis Cafe GR/GRK
8:30 AM New Member Orientation RH/RHK
8:30 AM Cub Scouts Pack 153 Popcorn Sales WC
8:55 AM Adult Study of Catechism D
9:00 AM Alpha Ministry FH/FHK
9:30 AM Adult Forum FrR/ FrRK
9:45 AM Traditional Worship S
9:45 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
11:00 AM Adult Forum FrR/FrRK
11:15 AM Contemporary Worship S
11:15 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
12:16 PM Worship in African Context C
3:00 PM Counseling PR
5:00 PM 4:12 Hayride GR/GRK/RH/RHK/N
6:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace FrR
Monday, October 17
9:00 AM Sewing QSC
1:15 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
6:00 PM TOPS Weigh-In & Meeting PMR
6:30 PM NAMI Family to Family PR
6:30 PM Cub Scouts Pack 153 D
Tuesday, October 18
9:00 AM Worship Planning TR
1:30 PM Youth & Family Staff Meeting PMR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:00 PM Youth & Family Board Meeting PMR
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Bazaar Meeting for all Committees GR

6:00 PM Board of Pastoral Care L
6:00 PM Stephen Ministries FrR/FrRK
6:00 PM Music Rehearsals S
6:30 PM Agape Ringers HR
6:30 PM Higher Nets RH
Wednesday, October 19
8:50 AM Faithfully Fit Forever P
9:00 AM Quilting QSC
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Bible Study with the Pastors GR/GRK
12:00 PM Parent Ministry Meeting GR/GRK
12:00 PM Your Whole Life PMR
1:30 PM Pastors Meetings TR
4:00 PM Foundation Mtg TR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:15 PM Music Rehearsals S
4:30 PM Good Vibrations Rehearsal HR
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:00 PM Wednesday Night Meal RH/RHK
5:30 PM Jubilant Singers Rehearsals CR
5:30 PM Belle Campane Rehearsal HR
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
6:30 PM Women’s Choir Rehearsal CR
6:30 PM FLYGHT Rehearsals ML
6:30 PM 7th Gr Confirmation FrR
6:30 PM 6th Gr Confirmation GR/GRK
6:30 PM FaithWalkers C/UR/PR
6:30 PM 8th Gr ConfirmationS/FH
6:30 PM Beth Moore Study: Daniel TR
6:30 PM Adult Study of Catechism FH/S
7:30 PM 9th Gr Confirmation D
7:35 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal CR
8:00 PM High School Youth Group MdC
Thursday, October 20
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study GR
9:00 AM Rachel Circle GR/GRK
9:00 AM Staff Meeting FrR
9:30 AM Lydia Circle TR
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Piano Classes Returning Adults PL
10:30 AM Beth Moore Study - Daniel MdC
11:00 AM Piano Class Beginning Adult PL
12:00 PM Adult Study of Catehism D
1:00 PM Martha Circle GR/GRK
5:00 PM Financial Services Bd PMR
5:30 PM Board of Worship & Music TR
5:30 PM Parent Ministry Meeting GR
5:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
6:15 PM Basketball Practice (AL)
7:00 PM Hannah Circle GR/GRK
7:00 PM Ruth Circle Fr/FrK
Friday, October 21
8:00 AM Bulletin Volunteers QSC
4:30 PM Basketball Practice (AL) RH
5:30 PM Nelson/Rosenboom Wedding Rehearsal S
6:00 PM 4th/5th Gr Activity Night GR
6:30 PM Family Fun Night RH
Saturday, October 22
9:00 AM Higher Hoops RH
10:15 AM Open Gym RH
10:15 AM Carol Choir Rehearsal CR/FR/FRK/S
11:30 AM Wedding Hospitality TR
3:00 PM Nelson/Rosenboom Wedding S
5:00 PM Vespers C
Sunday, October 23
8:15 AM Traditional Worship S
8:30 AM Genesis Cafe GR/GRK
8:30 AM Cub Scouts Pack 153 Popcorn Sales WC
8:55 AM Adult Study of Catechism D
9:00 AM Alpha Ministry FH/FHK
9:30 AM Adult Forum FrR/ FrRK
9:45 AM Traditional Worship S
9:45 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
11:00 AM Adult Forum FrK/FrRK
11:15 AM Contemporary Worship S
11:15 AM FaithWalkers C/RH/PR/UR
12:16 PM Worship in African Context C
2:00 PM Supervised Open Gym RH
3:00 PM Counseling PR
6:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace FrR
Monday, October 24
9:00 AM Sewing QSC
1:15 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
6:00 PM TOPS Weigh-In & Meeting PMR
6:30 PM NAMI Family to Family PR
Tuesday, October 25
8:30 AM Foot Clinic PMR
9:00 AM Worship Planning TR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:00 PM Stewardship Board Meeting TR
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
6:00 PM Music Rehearsals S

6:30 PM Agape Ringers HR
6:30 PM Higher Nets RH
Wednesday, October 26
8:50 AM Faithfully Fit Forever P
9:00 AM Quilting QSC
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Bible Study with the Pastors GR/GRK
1:30 PM Pastors Meetings TR
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:15 PM Music Rehearsals S
4:30 PM Good Vibrations Rehearsal HR
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:00 PM Wednesday Night Meal RH/RHK
5:30 PM Jubilant Singers Rehearsals CR
5:30 PM Belle Campane Rehearsal HR
5:30 PM Piano Class PL
5:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
6:30 PM Women’s Choir RehearsalCR
6:30 PM FLYGHT Rehearsals ML
6:30 PM 7th Gr Confirmation FrR
6:30 PM 6th Gr Confirmation GR/GRK
6:30 PM FaithWalkers C/UR/PR
6:30 PM 8th Gr Confirmation S/FH
6:30 PM Beth Moore Study: Daniel TR
6:30 PM Adult Study of Catechism FH/S
7:10 PM Combined Choir Rehearsal S
7:30 PM 9th Gr Confirmation D
7:35 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal CR
8:00 PM High School Youth Group MdC
Thursday, October 27
Project Car Soup & Sandwich Day RH
7:30 AM Men’s Bible Study GR
9:00 AM Staff Meeting FrR
9:30 AM Kindermusik MR1
10:00 AM Piano Classes Returning Adults PL
11:00 AM Piano Class Beginning Adult PL
12:00 PM Adult Study of Catehism D
5:00 PM Church Council FH
7:00 PM Letters from Dad GR
Friday, October 28
8:00 AM Bulletin Volunteers QSC
Saturday, October 29
9:00 AM Optimist Event RH RHK
10:15 AM Carol Choir Rehearsal CR/FR/FRK/S
5:00 PM Vespers C
Sunday, October 30
7:00 AM Choirs RH/ RHK
8:00 AM Carol Choir D
8:15 AM Traditional Worship S
8:30 AM Genesis Cafe GR/GRK
8:30 AM Cub Scouts Pack 153 Popcorn Sales WC
8:55 AM Adult Study of Catechism SSR 2
9:00 AM Alpha Ministries MdC
9:30 AM Adult Forum FrR
9:45 AM Traditional Worship S
9:45 AM FaithWalkers C/PR/UR
11:00 AM Adult Forum FrR/FrRK
11:15 AM Contemporary Worship S
11:15 AM FaithWalkers C/PR/UR
12:16 PM Worship in African Context C
3:00 PM Counseling PR
6:00 PM Dave Ramsey Financial Peace FrR
Monday, October 31
7:00 AM Rosette Making FH/FHK
1:15 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:00 PM Piano Class PL
4:30 PM Kindermusik MR1
4:45 PM Piano Class PL
5:00 PM Property Board Mtg. TR
6:00 PM TOPS Weigh-In & Meeting PMR

Wednesday 
Night Meal Menu

5–6:15 p.m
$4/adults • $2/age 6 and under
Oct. 5:    Chicken & cheesy hash browns
Oct. 12:  Turkey & mashed potatoes
Oct. 19:  Lasagna & tossed salad
Oct. 26: Ham & baked potatoes
Nov. 2:  No meal. 

Oct. 2: Isaiah 5:1–7; Psalm 80:7–15; 
Philippians 3:4b–14; Matthew 
21:33–46

Oct. 9: Isaiah 25:1–9; Psalm 
23; Philippians 4:1–9; Matthew 
22:1–14

Oct. 16: Isaiah 45:1–7; Psalm 
96:1–9 [10–13]; 1 Thessalonians 
1:1–10; Matthew 22:15–22

Oct. 23: Leviticus 19:1–2, 15–18; 
Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2:1–8; 
Matthew 22:34–46

Oct. 30: Jeremiah 31:31–34; Psalm 
46; Romans 3:19–28; John 8:31–36

Scripture lessons

October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month. It is a time that congregations 
set aside to honor their pastors for the 
hard work, sacrificial dedication and 
blessings they provide.

First Lutheran is honored to have 
eight pastors to thank. To our pastors 
(both full time and part time), thank 
you for your steadfast service, and 
God bless you.
• Pastor John Christopherson,  

Senior Pastor
• Pastor Natanael Lizarazo,  

Associate Pastor of Outreach 

• Pastor Barbara Wangsness,  
Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care

• Pastor Jason Burggraff,  
Associate Pastor of Adult 
Discipleship and Youth and Family

• Pastor Jim Christopherson,  
Part-time Visitation Pastor

• Pastor LeeRoy Eikanger,  
Part-time Visitation Pastor

• Pastor LeRoy Nevin, Part-time 
Visitation Pastor

• Pastor Franklin Pudas, Part-time 
Visitation Pastor

October is Pastor Appreciation Month
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Financial update
August 2011

Worship Attendance
August 2011 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,151

Total Revenues   YTD
2011 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,206,832
2010 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,214,677

Total Expenses
2011 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,229,921
2010 Actual  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,224,058

Notes Payable
Bank Loan - Capital . . . . . . . . . . . . .$898,641

Contract For Deed
Ideal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$592,168

“God’s Gifts. Our Responsibility.” Income
Through August 2011 . . . . . . . . . $2,170,479

Gifts and memorials from August 2011
Thank you to our generous donors who have shared many thoughts, prayers and financial gifts with the ministries of First Lutheran Church. We are blessed by the support of 

the following people…

Gifts to the Foundation in 
memory of 
Ken Herbert: Dorothy Grevlos
Herman Lerdal: Dorothy Grevlos
Bea Payne: Don & Elizabeth Meyer; Carl 
& Janet Naessig
Dick Ronken: Dale & Ricky Anderberg; 
Mel & Mardella Anderson; Mary Barkley; 
Lois Boyce; Vicky Burcham; Steve & Doris 
Bushard; James DeSaix; Don & Judy 
Erickson; Loren & Carole Evenrud; Bob & 
Betty Gednalske; Cheryl Grevlos; Gladys 
Halstenson; Lee & Janet Halstenson; Paul 
& Barb Halstenson; Lynne Hansen; John 
Hillgren; Stanley & Ruby Hippe; Ruth 
Johnson; Steve Johnson; Leslie Larson; 
Ed & Eunice Mansfield; Phil & Carol 
Miedema; Dave & Linda Munson; Harvey 
& Joyce Nelson; Keith & Virginia Odney; 
Bill & Nancy Olson; Elaine Ortmeier; 
Howard & Lou Ann Paulson; LaMoyne 
& Karyn Pederson; Barb Peterson; Anna 
Pfaffendorf; Dennis & Mary Potter; 
Pamela Sue Sessler; Arlys Sewalson; Bill 
& Bev Simpson; Mike & Gloria Simpson; 
Alan & Arlys Stanga; Don & Florence Toft; 
Bob & Marilyn Van Demark; Jerry & Alexis 
Wangsness; Bill & Opal Westerdahl

Gift to Charis Ministry in 
memory of
Helen Larsen: Ingolf & Marilyn Maurstad

Gifts to Caring Ministry  in 
memory of
Dick Ronken: Mary Ann Hohman
Dorothy Swartos: Jeff & Edna Husman
Carolyn Wooten: Paul Hottestad

Gift to Media Ministries in 
honor of 
Les & Ione Pereboom’s 50th wedding 
anniversary: Dale & Deanna Olsen

Gifts to Media Ministries in 
memory of 
Roy Amdahl: Wayne & Verna Remme
Lila Day: Warren & Phyllis Day
Ashley Engel: Pastor Jim & Dorothy 
Christopherson; First Lutheran Church 
Women
Loren Jarratt: Carol Bormann; Lois 
Boyce; Gerald & Patricia Bruget; Jim 
& Deann Clark; Delores Cleveland; 
Darlene Colwill; Warren & Phyllis Day; 
Pastor LeeRoy & Marilyn Eikanger; 
Norm Ekeland; Gene & Betty Erickson; 
Don & Judy Erickson; Wayne & Bev 
Feuerhelm; Randy & Joan Fink; Willis 
& Phyllis Hanson; Skye & Charlotte 
Haron; Marvin Hasvold; Orville & Ardis 
Hill; Mary Ann Hohman; Home Federal 
Bank; Burton & Gladys Horsted; Mr. & 
Mrs. Howard Hovland; Richard & Joyce 
Kaffar; Ken & Lila Kessinger; Ken & Denise 
Kettelson; Frances Kilen; Allan & Jeanette 
Kostboth; Janiece Lawrence; Ed & Eunice 
Mansfield; Bob & Glennys Meerdink; 
Herb & Dorothy Mikkelson; Roger & Rose 
Morrow; Gloria Norton; Shirley Ostraat; 
Marilyn Peters; Glen & Irene Peterson; 
Pastor Franklin & Marit Pudas; Clara Mae 
Ranschau; Eileen Reynolds; Irene Rezac; 
Doreen Rollag; Gonzalo & Lois Sanchez; 
Mary Lee Scarbrough; Garry & Gloria 
Scott; Alvin & Carolyn Scott; Jeff & Angie 
Scott; Joyce Sells; Bill & Beverly Simpson; 

Walter Sogn; Kathleen Stelzer; Don & 
Florence Toft; Bill & Opal Westerdahl
Howard Johnson: Phyllis V. Bowen
Helen Larsen: Ed & Eunice Mansfield; 
Carl & Janet Naessig
Keith Paisley: Richard & Shirley Lauer
Bea Payne: Paul & Kris Albers; Orrin 
& Karen Anderson; Warren & Phyllis 
Day; Mark & Mariellen Grossinger; Mrs. 
Marvin Halstenson; Lydia Circle; Edith 
Magnuson; Don & Iola Nelson; Harlan & 
Karen Olson; Millicent Opheim; Pastor 
Franklin & Marit Pudas; Selma Seten; 
Jack & Marney Shaffer; Donna Smart; 
Joe & Millie Strang; Pamela Tiede; Don 
& Florence Toft; Betty Twedt; Robert & 
Marilyn Van Demark
Ann Pearson: First Lutheran Church 
Women
Dick Ronken: Richard & Shirley Lauer
Susan Smith: Bernice E. Larson
Carolyn Wooten: Gladys Bredeson; 
Lucille Hale; Bernice Larson; Herman & 
Carol Lerdal; Pastor LeRoy & Elaine Nevin; 
Opal Rogness

Gifts to Youth and Family 
Ministries in memory of
Dick Ronken: Lester & Kathaleen Ross

Gifts to Worship & Music 
Ministries in memory of
Anne Pearson: Mel & Delly Anderson; 
Todd Arneson; Darrell & Mary Benson; 
Darlene Colwill; Margaret Dalthorp; 
Doug & Anne Flynn; LaVonne Griffith; Jim 
& Jean Halpin; Gary & Karen Hansen; Pete 
& Marilyn Hegg; Bill, Kate & David Hogan; 
Mary Ann Hohman; Barb Holmstrom; 

Randy & Shary John; Stephen Johnson; 
Bryan Klipfel; Llary Mangold & Llora 
Maertins; Barb Matson; John Matthius; 
E. & Susan McGowan; Miles & Donna 
Mitchell; Ron & Cindy Moegenburg; John 
& Jane Paulson; Aggie Schlump; Howard 
& Diana Swier; Patricia Ann Walz; Paul & 
Donna Willadsen

Gifts to Organ Fund in 
memory of
Emma Hieb: John & Marcia Kittelson
Ann Pearson: John & Marcia Kittelson
Dick Ronken: John & Marcia Kittelson

Financial services

KELO broadcast sponsored:
Aug. 14: In memory of Cora Boneff 
through earnings from a bequest she 
made to the First Lutheran Church 
Foundation.
Aug. 21: In loving memory of Arlen 
Osthus, whose 85th birthday would have 
been today, by Bea Osthus and family.
Sept. 4: In loving memory of Emma Hieb 
by her family and friends.
Sept. 11: By Merrill and Jane Larson 
in celebration of their 40th wedding 
anniversary.
Sept. 18: By Don and Florence Toft in 
celebration of their family.
Sept. 25: In honor of Arlen and Marcia 

Knutson, who celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on Sept. 23.

KSFY telecast sponsored:
Aug. 28: In loving memory of Edie 
Boomsma and Tory Boomsma by their 
family: Emma Spitzer, Elaine Spitzer and 
Ella Spitzer.
Sept. 18: In loving memory of Lloyd 
Osthus by his wife, Jean, and family.
Sept. 25: In memory of former First 
Lutheran choir members Howard Hagen, 
LaVonne McElroy, Julia Simons, and 
Wally and Alicemae Steele through the 
memorial gifts of family and friends.
Closed captioning sponsored: 

Aug. 21: In honor of Ruth Ewoldt, who is 
celebrating a very special birthday today, 
by her thankful family—Andrea, Rick and 
Chase Adams.
Sept. 4: In loving memory of Emma Hieb 
by her family and friends.
Sept. 18: In loving memory of Robert 
and Mary Ann Ellinghausen, who would 
have celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary on Sept. 17, by their 
children and families—Sharon Moon, 
Candy Kukok, Robin Haugland and Jay 
Ellinghausen.

Gifts and memorials
Unsponsored dates are made possible 
in part through gifts and memorials to 

First Lutheran Church Media Ministries. 
All donations make a difference. Thank 
you for your support. 

Sponsorships available
To sponsor a broadcast or closed 
captioning, call LaVonne Wolf at 
339-1983, ext. 211.

Available dates: 
KSFY sponsorships ($1,300 for a full 
sponsorship, $675 for a partial): Jan. 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 in 2012.
Closed Captioning ($140): Oct. 2, 
Oct. 9, Oct. 23 and Oct. 30; Nov. 13 
and 20
KELO ($115): Oct. 23, Dec. 4, 11 and 18

August and September broadcast sponsors
Media Ministries

First Lutheran Church’s worship can be seen every Sunday at 11 a.m. on KSFY, KPRY and KABY in Eastern South Dakota, Southwest Minnesota, Northwest Iowa and Northeast 
Nebraska. A live radio broadcast of worship can be heard each Sunday at 8:15 a.m. on KELO-FM, 92.5.

Pastoral care Ministries

Sunday, Oct. 2, at First Lutheran Church 
Prayer Service at 6 p.m.
Program, Walk and Refreshments beginning at 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome!

19th annual naMi ecuMenical Prayer Service 
and candlelight Walk and vigil
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An altar for your life of stewardship: Consecration Sunday is Oct. 231

Readers of all ages are invited to be a part of Library Lambs3

Accompanist Gerry Kropp retires after 20 years1

4 Volunteers and donations needed at the Saturday, Nov. 5, bazaar

in this issue...

4 Charis Ministry Partners starts transportation project 

Paula Bartels

By Paula Bartels, Parish Nurse
Thanks to the skillful hands of the 

volunteers in the carpentry shop, the 
sanctuary at First Lutheran Church 
now has more seating for those using 
wheelchairs and walkers. This is 
great timing as October is National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month. The seating is located in the 
front row of the south transept. Please 
make use of these seats or show those 
visitors who use a walker or wheel 
chair the special seating area. 

Wheelchairs are available at each 
entrance to the sanctuary. They are 
located by the atrium desk. If you 
need assistance, please don’t hesitate 
to ask an usher for help. They are 
always ready to help you. 

The Parish Nurse Ministry has 
been given a wheelchair for those 
who have a temporary need for one. 
Call me at 339-1983, ext. 234, or 
email me at nurse@flcsf.org for more 
information. My usual office hours are 
on Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Parking for those with limited 
mobility

While there are designated spaces in 
the parking lot for those with limited 
mobility, more spaces could be available 
for those with limited mobility if those 
who are able to walk longer distances 
would park in the east lot or the south 
end of the main lot. The extra walking 
will be a great way to “take care of your 
temple.”
Share a Meals from the Heart with 
someone

There are times in our lives we may 
feel we are losing our grip. We’re tired—
physically, emotionally, or spiritually. Jesus 
is here to walk the journey with us. He 
is the one who gives the strength to go 
on. He waits for us to ask him. Hebrews 
12:12 in the Living Bible says it this way: 
“So take a new grip with your tired hands, 
stand firm on your shaky legs, and mark 
out a straight, smooth path for your feet 
so that those who follow you, though 
weak and lame, will not fall and hurt 
themselves, but become strong.” Perhaps 
you know someone going through such 
a time in their life now. Taking a Meals 
from the Heart meal and dessert to them 
could be a real boost.
National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month

“Pink Sunday” will be observed on 
Oct. 2 since October is National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. Women 

who are 40 years of age or older 
should make sure they are current on 
their yearly mammogram. A program 
called All Women Count may be 
able to cover the cost of mammogram 
for those whose 
finances would 
prohibit them 
from taking part 
in this measure. 
Should cancer 
be found, the 
program covers all 
treatments.
Kidney Care 
Education Day

Kidney Care 
Education Day is 
Wednesday, Oct. 26, at the Holiday 
Inn City Centre with a free kidney 
health screening from 3 to 7 p.m. 
This is open to people with elevated 
blood pressure, diabetes or chronic 
kidney disease, or those whose parents 
or siblings have the symptoms. Call 
(800) 596-7943 or go online to www.
nkfmdi.org for more information. 
You may also contact me for more 
information. I’ve participated in the 
education and screening and found 
both very helpful.

These are some ways you can “take 
good care of your temple.” Enjoy the 
beautiful fall weather while taking  
a walk!

First Lutheran Church members demonstrate the new wheelchair seating located 
in the front row of the south transept. 

Wheelchair and walker seating added to sanctuary

Life Transitions through August
Births
“May the Lord give you increase, 
both you and your children.” (Psalm 
114:15)

•  Dolce Raye Willard, daughter of 
Michael & Jamie Willard, born 
Aug. 7, 2011.

•  Aryia Jo Scott, daughter of 
Amber Scott, born April 7, 2011.

Baptisms

“Go ... make disciples ... baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)

•  Ellenor Ann Swedlund, daughter 
of Brady Swedlund & Michelle  
Paugh                

•  Elena Vivianne Olinger, daughter 
of Philip & Amanda Olinger

•  Henderson Ode & August Jost 
(A.J.) Hegg, twin sons of Paul & 
Ronette Hegg

•  Asher Mikel Murray, son of 
Steve Eleeson & Rebecca Murray

Weddings
“So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let no one put asunder.” 
(Matthew 19:6)

•  Lacey Haensel & Christopher 
Wagner

•  Shawna Bruflat & Nicholas 
Taylor

• Blayne Grave & Alex Hagen

Deaths

“Death is swallowed up in victory...
thanks be to God, who gives us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:57)

• Susan Smith

• Carolyn Wooten

• G. Daralle Hovdestad

• Herman Lerdal

• Kenneth Herbert

• Harlan Payne

In Stephen Ministry, lay caregivers 
(called Stephen Ministers) provide one-
to-one Christian care to those facing 
a variety of types of life challenges. 
First Lutheran has an active Stephen 
Ministry program, ready and eager to 
help parishioners.

Two Stephen Ministers, Karon 
Gubbrud and Cindy Forsburg, were 
just commissioned as Stephen’s 
Ministry Leaders on the weekend of 
Sept. 9 and 10. They will continue to 
work very closely with Pastor Barbara 
Wangsness. Karon has been an active 
Stephen Minister since 1994. Cindy 
took her Stephen Ministry training in 
2010. Both women will work together 
in rebuilding the program at First 
Lutheran, and in training new incoming 
Stephen Ministers.

Following the example of the Lord, 
a Stephen Minister is available to help 
other Christians walk through difficult 
times in their lives, bringing a reminder 
of God’s love, comfort and blessings. 
Nearly everyone, at some time in their 
life, receives challenging news about an 
illness, accident, lost jobs, lost homes, 
broken relationships or death. Asking 
for a Stephen Minister, to assist them in 
dealing with these issues, is not a sign of 

weakness. Rather, it shows this person 
wants to address the problem, and move 
forward. 

Some people are blessed with very 
close, dear friends, to whom they can 
turn in times of trouble, or great need. 
Others have very close and supportive 
families, who will walk with them, 
comfort them, and support them in 
whatever comes along. Yet, for some 
people, there are still issues they are not 
comfortable discussing with these loved 
ones. Here, too, is where a Stephen 
Minister can help.

Karon Gubbrud will serve as the 
group’s referral coordinator. Anyone 
wanting a Stephen Minister can contact 
Karon, directly, at 339-7669 or 351-
0246. Her email is karongubbrud@
yahoo.com.

Stephen Ministers available to help

To request a Stephen Minister, 
contact Karon Gubbrud 

at 339-7669, 351-0246 or 
karongubbrud@yahoo.com.


